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Rector Fr Michael Boag rector@worthparish.org 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd Sarah Upchurch vicarstb@worthparish.org 01293 524804 

Assistant Priest Revd Gordon Parry  gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 07802 432398 

Assistant Priest  Fr Francis Pole francis.pole@virgin.net 07764 752608.  

Curate Revd Greta curate@worthparish.org  

 

Our regular services are shown below. 

 ’,  ’,  
 

Sundays 
 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

10.00  Sung Eucharist  

 

 

 

10.00 1st,  2nd and 3rd Sundays - Eucharist  
 

10.00 4th Sundays Child- friendly Eucharist 

Tuesdays   10.30  Eucharist 

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist   

And here’s what’s happening in the café each week: 

’ é  
Wednesdays 10.00 - 14.00      Coffee Shop  

Thursdays 14.00 – 16.00 Knit ‘n Natter 

Fridays 10.30 - 12.30 Coffee Shop  

12.30 – 14.00 Friday Lunch Club (Please book – see P17) 

Saturdays 10.00 - 13.00ish Coffee Shop  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
To contact Fr Michael, please phone 01293 
882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email 
rector@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293 
524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email 
vicarstb@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Gordon, phone 07802 432398. 

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 
enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 
email office@worthparish.org

Churchwardens 
David Anderson stbwarden@worthparish.org 

Rose Wells        stnwarden@worthparish.org

 

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org
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What strange weather we are having! We have had the warmest March on record and 

today it is alternating between bright sunshine and flurries of snow, but wherever we are in 

the world it is the same sun and the same moon that shines down on us all and when 

friends and family are far away there is a huge comfort in that thought. 

With the upcoming Jubilee weekend we have decided to include June in this mag.  This will enable all 

contributors to take pleasure in that and we look forward to receiving lots of photos for the summer mag 

which will now be July – Sept. In this edition we have, of course, our usual features and some interesting 

articles as well – we have come a long way since 1916 as you will see……. Enjoy!                    Sue x 

 

From the 10th century comes the story of the Grand Prince Vladimir of Kyiv, who ruled from 980 to 1015, 

making him a contemporary of our own King Ethelred the Unready.  In 987, after consultation with his 

boyars, Vladimir sent envoys to study various religions.  On returning to Kyiv, his emissaries reported that 

Islam in Volga Bulgaria had been noisy and unhappy and that Christian worship in Germany had left them 

cold.  But the Divine Liturgy they attended in Hagia Sophia, in Constantinople, transported them to another 

world.  ‘We knew not whether we were in heaven or on earth’ ‘nor such beauty, and we know not how to 

tell of it.’  Thus Vladimir came to be baptized and set about making his country Christian. 

Over time, as Moscow eclipsed Kyiv, church leadership shifted to Moscow and relations between church 

and state have varied enormously from mutual support to persecution under the Soviets, to mutual support 

again.  The current Patriarch of Moscow, Kirill (b. 1946), blames the decadent West for Russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine this year.  By way of contrast, Metropolitan Epifaniy of Kyiv (b. 1979) is more progressive; for 

example, he is open to celebrating Christmas on 25 December rather than 7 January, if congregations prefer, 

and to women choosing whether or not to wear head coverings in church.  Like President Zelensky (b. 

1978), he speaks to a modern and more open age.  He leads an ancient church now reclaiming its 

independence and has been confirmed in this by the forward-looking Bartholomew (b. 1942), who is the 

270th and current Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch (the pre-eminent Orthodox 

patriarch).  Patriarch Kirill of Moscow has cut ties with Bartholomew; further adding to Russia’s isolation 

from the rest of the world. 

Divisions, whether church or political, are difficult at any time and, sadly, are not strangers to this land.  

Historian Orest Subtelny writes ‘In 1919 total chaos engulfed Ukraine. Indeed, in the modern history of 

Europe no country experienced such complete anarchy, bitter civil strife, and total collapse of authority as 

did Ukraine at this time.  Kyiv changed hands five times in less than a year.’  

We, from the comfort and safety we enjoy, cannot imagine the horrors and privations suffered by so many 

and it is hard to point to anything hopeful or positive; but there has been and there will be again.  Stories of 

great compassion, kindness and generosity are being told, despite the terror, fear, desolation and, at times, 

humour.  From New Zealand, on the other side of the world: ‘Pranksters in Wellington have renamed 

Messines Rd -where the Russian Embassy is based - to Zelensky Rd in honour of the Ukrainian President.  

Wellington City Council spokesperson Richard MacLean said the Council would change the sign back 

eventually, but it was not a top priority.  “We recognise and sympathise with the international outrage over 

the Russian invasion.  We also acknowledge that our contractors are very, very busy at the moment and 

may not be able to attend to this issue as a matter of urgency,” Maclean said.  “We hope residents in the 

neighbourhood will understand.”’ 

As Lent leads us to Easter, Winter recedes and Spring brings warmth and promise, may our prayers for 

hope, peace and restoration be answered and the thousands of displaced people be given shelter and 

welcome.  Bishop Ruth is encouraging us to do what we can through www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk 

Fr Michael 
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Worth & Pound Hill Mothers’ Union Spring Update 

January – March 2022 
 

Well, we did it!  Yes, we had our New Year Supper in January, in the Pastoral Centre, 

a lovely selection of excellent food from Morrison’s and a selection of cheeses and 

homemade desserts.  There were eight Members, and four guests having a very jolly and 

“filling” evening, most of us are on a diet now.  Sadly, none of our Clergy were able to 

attend this year, had a better offer of a Course and not a dinner one either!!  Perhaps 

next year? 

During February we held our AGM, after a Eucharist service led by Fr Michael, and we were still able to sing!  

We had eleven Members and non-members listening to our Reports of the last two years, as we could not 

meet during 2021.  Considering the lockdowns and restrictions we still did a lot to help others and raised 

money for our Away From It All Holidays, enabling us to help towards the cost of refurbishing the two caravans 

on the south coast, where those in great need of a holiday can go at very little cost. 

If you know of anyone who is in need of a break please either tell one of our clergy, or ask 

Mary Fry at St Barnabas’ or Joan Tick at St Nicholas’ what is involved. 

On the 1st March we held a Shriving Service at St Barnabas’ during the usual 10:30 Eucharist 

slot.   Every year Mothers’ Union hold this service on Shrove Tuesday to repent of our sins 

and/or failings and seek forgiveness.  The service is open 

to everyone so we had Members from our Branch, 

Gossops Green Branch and the usual Tuesday morning 

congregation, with Revd Sarah celebrating. It was 

wonderful to have so many there and the service was 

followed by coffee and pancakes for refreshments.   It’s 

OK … it was the beginning of Lent the next day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our Meeting at the end of March (24th) we will be 

welcoming a Speaker who will to talk to us about 

Modern Day Slavery.  Anyone, members or not, who 

would like to attend will be very welcome. I will tell you 

all about it next time. 

Joan Tick  
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A few brave souls ventured forth on a dry, but dark, evening 

in early March for what proved to be an interesting discussion 
on viewing habits.  BBC 2 showed a 30 minute episode of 

Morecombe & Wise and whereas we found it generally entertaining to watch, we agreed that other old 

comedy programmes like Yes, Minister had better stood the test of time.  Max showed us a half hour 

documentary on the Red River in Cornwall and we all went on to talk about our current favourites. 

We will have a break in April for Easter and on Wednesday 11 May Revd Gordon Parry is going to give us 

an illustrated talk on his volunteering at the Bluebell Railway.  So, please put that date on your calendar to 

give him a hearty welcome. We will have our Cheese and Wine Social event on Wed 8 June – everyone 

welcome! 

Sue & Max Perry 

 

 

‘This morning’s innovative ringing which was 

actually good fun!’   Judy Stokes 

 

It is very rare not to have a full complement of 
ringers + some. I wonder how many people 
noticed that there were only 5 bells? 

 

Carolyn Sandwell, Vice Tower Captain 

 

 

We are so thankful to see our congregation at St Nicholas’ growing back after the pandemic and the 

lockdowns.  Many of us are filled with joy at the resumption of congregational hymn singing led by our 

faithful and talented choir under the leadership of Alex Hiam.  Our music specifically has led some people 

home to church at St Nicholas’. 

Today I was slow to open my hymn book for the final hymn of the service.  The organ was playing the 

introduction to Now Thank We All our God (or so I thought ) but when I was finally on the right page, the 

lesser known hymn Christ is the World’s True Light was there to be sung. This is the second verse: 

In Christ all races meet 

Their ancient feuds forgetting, 

The whole round world complete 

From sunrise to its setting 

When Christ is throned as Lord 

Men shall forsake their fear, 

To plowshare beat the sword  

To pruning hook the spear.  

What a hopeful and apposite note to close on.                                                         Rose Wells 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE PARISH? 
 

 
In preparation for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, a tree, a Sorbus Vilmorinii 

(or Rowan) has been purchased and planted to the south of the church.  It 

is a small, spreading deciduous tree, the fern-like leaves with many small 

leaflets turning purple in autumn.  Flat heads of creamy-white flowers 

followed by crimson fruits fading to near-white.  A commemorative plaque 

will be “planted” at the time of the Jubilee in June. 
 

The Café continues to thrive.  

The updated entry in the 

“AccessAble” accessibility guide 

(organized by Crawley Borough 
Council and now available) 

ensures anyone checking out 

where they can go if they have any accessibility issues, will see the 

wonderful facilities we have.  As the café becomes more popular 

there is an increased need for more volunteers and homemade 

cakes – if you can help, please do let us know. 

 

Sunday 13 March was the fourth anniversary of Revd Sarah joining us as our Vicar at St Barnabas’; we’re all 

very grateful for all that she does for St Barnabas’ and the Parish – Thank you Sarah! 

On a more mundane level, the old night storage heaters have been replaced in the office and downstairs 

meeting room, meaning when the rooms are in use they should be warm! 

David Anderson 
 

The church of St Nicholas’, Worth has stood as a peaceful refuge from conflict and crises over the last 

millennium whether those events are being played out on the world stage or in our own family homes.  

Recently we welcomed a congregation larger than many of those we had seen at Christmas and were 

pleased to be with friends old and new, young and old to pray and worship together.  In the Gospel Peter 

said to Jesus: ‘Master it is good for us to be here’- and I think that is how we all felt. 

Since my retirement and becoming Churchwarden I am much more aware of the numbers of people who 

visit our ancient beautiful church and churchyard outside the hours of organised services.  They come 

looking for peace and calm and reconnection and there are many appreciative comments in our Visitors’ 

Book.  In this way our church serves our wider community on a daily basis and we are able to provide this 

sanctuary through the dedicated work of people who open and close the church, clean, decorate and 

maintain the building and the churchyard.  Some visitors even leave generous donations towards the work 

and the fabric of the church which are so gratefully received at a time when there is an ever growing ‘to 

do‘ list.  Just days after our long-awaited downpipes were finally back in position and the scaffolding taken 

away, some roof tiles came off the roof high up on the North side.  This Lent is certainly bringing its 

challenges already. 

This week we are wishing Fr Michael a safe journey as he travels home to New Zealand to spend some 

time with his mother and family there.  We are so grateful to our clergy Sarah, Gordon, Greta and Francis 

for their leadership and support during Michael’s absence. 

Rose Wells 
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Early March Storms Cause Roof Damage at St Nicholas’ 

The early March storms caused significant roof damage at St Nicholas’ Church and this within days of 

scaffolding being removed following the installation of our new drainpipes, following the theft of the lead 

downpipes on Christmas Night 2019. 

So here we go again. It can be seen in the picture that the broken and lost roof tiles expose the roofing 

battens and felt and must be repaired as a matter of urgency.  This area, high on the roof pitch, is exposed 

to the North and with driving rain there will inevitably be further storm damage, which might include 

water damage to the nave ceiling. 

We have reported this damage to our insurers and Inspecting architect and by the time of this publication 

we hope to have had the repair completed. 

Colin Smith   Deputy Churchwarden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Rice has taken over from Stuart 

Sharpe as our ‘Giving’ organiser and I 

know that he will be writing for the 

next edition of the mag.  However, I 

guess that many of us come out without 

cash, don’t come to church every week 

and think I will send some money later.  

There is a simple and easier way and 

what is more it saves everyone a lot of 

time. If you are not already part of this 

scheme please pick up a leaflet in 

church – where everything is explained 

and if you have any more questions 
send them into the office and Dave will address them or talk to him in church.  There is so much to be 

done at both churches when we have the money to achieve it – Watch this space!                                                           

Sue       
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    St Barnabas’ Church, 23 Mar 22  

 Finance 

There was an extended discussion on the future of financial controls within the 

Parish. Sheila Dring, our Treasurer, who will shortly retire from her role was 

thanked warmly for her dedicated service. Joyce Watts has agreed to take on the 
book keeping functions of the Treasurer’s role and has been working with Sheila to 

effect a smooth handover of the work; she will be supported by the Churchwardens. Stuart Sharpe has 

also managed Gift Aid for the Parish and has handed this work to David Rice. 

The Parish gave a £400 donation to the DEC appeal for Ukraine. 

Fabric: St Nicholas’ 

Work on replacement downpipes completed. Storm Eunice - no damage obvious to church apart from the 

external church noticeboard blown down; quickly repaired by Jason Watts. Multiple small branches lost 

from our trees but all large trees and branches remain. However, further roof damage high up on the 

north side of the Apse observed. 

Fabric: St Barnabas’ 

A potential problem with damp in the Hall has been discovered under some ‘lumps’ in the new flooring. 

The next phase of work in the Narthex at St Barnabas’ will be progressed. 

Events 

▪ Holy Week and Easter services 

▪ St Nicholas’ Evensong Sunday 1 May for the late Eric Spencer 

▪ Parish Jubilee celebrations at St Nicholas’ Saturday 4 June 11:00 – 15:00 

▪ Jigsaw Puzzle Festival at St Barnabas’ 12-13 August 2022 10.00 – 16.00 both days 

▪ Parish pilgrimage to Walsingham September 2022 

Next Meeting 20 April 2022. 

   

 

 

1 May 16.00 A Memorial Evensong 

for the life of Eric Spencer 
 

Eric Spencer was organist at St. Nicholas between 

1963-1974, before moving to St. Peter's Brighton, and 

finally St. George's Cathedral, Cape Town. 
 

Despite mainly living in South Africa, he maintained a 
base in London. Fifty years after starting at Worth, he 

formed a new UK choir, which he called Quinqugesima 

(the Latin for 50th), which provided cover for several 

UK Cathedrals when their choirs were on holiday. 
 

Eric brought the choir to Worth twice in the 2010s, 

after which he invited the Worth choir to join 

Quinqa for future tours. Richard, David, Mark and 

Peter took him up on this offer at different times. 
 

Sadly, he died in 2020, and his funeral was in Cape 

Town. A service of Thanksgiving for his life had been 

scheduled for Hereford Cathedral (to be led by former 

Worth Rector Andrew Piper, now Precentor at 

Hereford), however COVID-19 forced the cancellation 

of all music there, as it did at so many other churches. 
 

On Sunday 1 May, the joint choirs of Quinqagesima and 

Worth will be holding a service of Thanksgiving at 

Worth, featuring much of the music originally 

scheduled for Hereford. All are welcome 

 

12th and 13th August 2022 

Jigsaw puzzle festival at St 

Barnabas’ 

 

CALLING ALL PUZZLERS  

                 YOUR HELP IS NEEDED  

To complete puzzles on cardboard. 

Jigsaws and       cardboard donations 

welcome. Please contact 
office@worthparish.org 

Thank you and happy puzzling  

 

 

mailto:office@worthparish.org
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On-line and on song! 

In the last magazine, we heard from the Home Group who meet in 

Worth.  This month it’s news from those of us who meet every 
fortnight on a Tuesday evening via Zoom (because some of our 

members are still vulnerable).  We are still eight strong and still a 

mix of St B and St N, male and female, old and not so young! 

Since I wrote last September, we have finished looking at the book 

of Ruth, reminding ourselves of what faith, trust and altruism can do in a time of despair and flight - needed 

now, alas, more than ever. 

We then turned our attention to the Psalms, but rather than ‘study’ them via recognised groupings and 

categories, we decided to treat them like the songs of inspiration, worship or anguish that they are.  Each 

of us chose 2 or 3 psalms which touched us personally, in some way, and together we explored their 

sentiments and the challenge, encouragement, and comfort they continue to provide. 

After the psalms, we decided to look more closely at the parables of Christ and, again, chose two each for 

the group to explore.  Some we chose because of the exemplary generous characters at their heart:  The 

generous employer to the labourers in the field; the loving father of the prodigal son; the good Samaritan.  

Some we chose because we found them, or often their concluding verses, more of a challenge:  The 

dishonest steward; the new and old wineskins; the talents.  Some we chose because we could see 

ourselves all too clearly in them: the elder brother of the prodigal son; the foolish virgins; the rich fool, the 

labourers who’d toiled the longest! 

Now, in Lent, in addition to the Parish Lent course, we are looking at readings from “All shall be well” - a 

collection of short writings by a variety of American priests, church and community workers.  This will 

then bring us to…. 

Happy Easter!! 

Linda Eells 

P.S. Our two other Home Groups hope to start meeting in person now that restrictions have eased but, in 

the meantime, if you would like to explore your faith in a safe, supportive and informal environment, you’d 

be more than welcome to join our or Joan’s group. Please don’t be too shy do get in touch with us. 

 

Sunday 8 May: 

 
What: RUN GATWICK! in aid of Love Your Neighbour 
When: 8 May 2022 
Where: Crawley! 
Select your distance, from half a marathon, 10km or 5km, and pay the race entry fee then on race day take as 
long as you want to complete the course!!! Register at https://stjohnscrawley.com/loveyourneighbour-
rungatwick 
To ensure you receive an invite to a pre-race reception on the evening of Wednesday 4th

 May, where you can 
collect your LYN running T-shirt, please can you confirm they are running by emailing: 
lyncrawley@stjohnscrawley.com There will be a LYN service on the evening of Sunday 8th May at Crawley 
Community Church to celebrate your achievement! 

 Charity may be a very short word, but with its tremendous meaning of pure love 

it sums up man’s entire relation to God and to his neighbour.  Aelred of Rievaulx 

https://stjohnscrawley.com/loveyourneighbour-rungatwick
https://stjohnscrawley.com/loveyourneighbour-rungatwick
mailto:lyncrawley@stjohnscrawley.com
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Prayer for Ukraine / Молитва за Україну was written in 1885 with words by Oleksandr Konysky and 

music by Mykola Lysenko. 

Over the last 135 years, the anthem has become commonly used, not only in the liturgy of the Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, but has become an unofficial spiritual 

anthem for the country, sung at everything from schools to Oblast councils (sort of County Councils.) 

On 20 March 2022, the Worth Parish choir will be singing it as the anthem during communion. 

This marks not only the first performance of this piece at our church but, as far as we can tell, the first 

time we have sung liturgical music in the Ukrainian language. 

The English translation of the words: 

Lord, oh the Great and Almighty, 

Protect our beloved Ukraine, 

Bless her with freedom and light 

Of your holy rays. 

With learning and knowledge enlighten 

Us, your children small, 

In love pure and everlasting 

Let us, O Lord, grow. 

We pray, O Lord Almighty, 

Protect our beloved Ukraine, 

Grant our people and country 

All your kindness and grace. 

Bless us with freedom, bless us with wisdom, 

Guide [us] into [a] kind world, 

Bless us, O Lord, with good fortune 

For ever and evermore. 

Mary Harrison noted the Ukrainian national colours in our North Porticus window. 

Mark Harrison 

From: Diocese of Chichester <chichester.diocese@cofeportal.org> 

Subject: From Bishop Ruth to clergy - re: Ukrainian refugees 

Date: 8 March 2022 at 12:06:06 GMT 

To all licensed clergy 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I know that we are united in anguish for the plight of the people of Ukraine, whose country and lives are 

being devastated by this evil war. Thank you for all you are doing to lead our communities in lament, 

prayer, and generous giving as the crisis unfolds. 

The Home Office is working to launch a Humanitarian Sponsorship scheme that will be the main route for 

Ukrainian refugees to gain entry to the UK. I am writing to you today to ask you to register your churches 

to be first in line to help, and you can do this through the Sanctuary Foundation, which was launched this 

weekend. 

Bishop Martin, Bishop Will and I have registered as individuals, and this is open to churches, business and 

schools too. It is not a scheme to house refugees - that will be the government's responsibility. It is about 

being willing to be the Community Sponsor for a refugee family; e.g. to meet them at the airport, befriend 

them, and help them access services and support as they settle in or near your parish. 

It takes 30 seconds to register, and you can do so here:- www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk 

If you do register, I would be pleased to know, so that our example can perhaps encourage others. 

Yours in Christ, 

+Ruth 

mailto:chichester.diocese@cofeportal.org
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CLisa.Williamson%40Chichester.Anglican.Org%7Cd1a8b1df9e7d49eff30808da00f91c99%7C46c16f751b724c0ca9eac6e2d6aa8b81%7C0%7C0%7C637823367162238437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=qdfc1WZttOfhsFnVYMIRiECq5lSk%2FAAkAuic2YSBfSE%3D&reserved=0
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The Stations of the Cross will be familiar to most Christians.  They 

are often displayed around the nave of a church and, indeed, there is 

a set at St Barnabas’.  It is a popular devotion, particularly during Lent 

and Passiontide, to visit the stations, to pray and to meditate. 

 

The practice probably developed from pilgrims to Jerusalem who 

would walk the ‘Via Dolorosa’ from Pilates’s house to Gethsemene.  

However, it became more popular in the late Middle Ages, promoted 

by Franciscans.  Nevertheless, the (traditional) set was not agreed 

until the late 18th century. 

 

Although it is the traditional set that you are likely to see, it will not 

surprise you that the Church of England has its own, different, 

version.  The two sets are laid out to the right. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jesus is condemned to death   Jesus falls the first time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus blesses His Mother        Jesus is laid in the tomb 

 

(Engravings by Eric Gill) 

 

If you want to explore further, there is a book Walking the Way of the 
Cross by Stephen Cottrell, Paula Gooder and Philip North, published 

by Church House Publishing. 

 

You can also find the Common Worship service ‘The 

Way of the Cross’ in the Prayer and Worship section 

of churchofengland.org                    

                                                 Church Mouse 

Traditional (RC) Stations 
 

1. Christ is condemned to 

death 

2. Christ receives the cross 

3. Christ falls the first time 

4. He meets His Mother 

5. Simon of Cyrene is made 

to bear the cross 

6. Veronica wipes Christ’s 

face 

7. Christ falls the second time 

8. He meets the women of 

Jerusalem 

9. He falls for the third time 

10. Christ is stripped 

11. He is nailed to the cross 

12. Christ dies on the cross 

13. His body is taken down 

14. His body is laid in the tomb 

Church of England Stations 
 

1. Jesus in agony in the 

Garden 

2. Jesus betrayed by Judas 

3. Jesus condemned by the 

Sanhedrin 

4. Peter denies Jesus 

5. Jesus judged by Pilate 

6. Jesus scourged and 

crowned with thorns 

7. Jesus carries his cross 

8. Simon of Cyrene helps 

Jesus to carry his cross 

9. Jesus meets the women of 

Jerusalem 

10. Jesus is crucified 

11. Jesus promises the 

kingdom to the penitent 

thief 

12. Jesus on the cross; his 

mother and his friend 

13. Jesus dies on the cross 

14. Jesus laid in the tomb 

15. Jesus is risen from the dead  
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Even with COVID restrictions and the need to restrict the Christmas services 

to those who had prebooked, St. Nicholas’, Worth, ran the "full Christmas 

experience" again in 2021. 

A large visual feature of the season are the Christmas trees.  The time has come to tell the story of how 

we ended up with such things, and what happens to them afterwards. 

Our story begins in the Victorian era, with a naval engineer called Robert Whitehead.  Robert's life started 

in Bolton, and ended in the Parish of Worth, where he is buried.  In the middle, he worked in France, then 

Italy, and most successfully in Austria. His claim to fame is that he invented the torpedo.  The first 

customers were the Imperial Austrian Navy, who took to Whitehead.  Indeed, his direct descendants 

included Agathe Whitehead, who married a naval officer called Georg von Trapp, and had seven children.  

If the name and number of children sound familiar, you are probably thinking of "The Sound of Music" 

which, while semi-fictional, was correct about the family name, number of children, and a postulant from 

the local Abbey called Maria becoming the children's governess (and later the Captain's second wife). 

The connection of the Whitehead family to Roman Catholic Abbeys is echoed in north Sussex.  On 

retirement, Robert returned to England, buying the Paddockhurst estate.  The estate was later sold to the 

Pearson family (whose name also appears, alas, on the St. Nicholas’ war memorial, and who paid for the 

organ!)  The Pearsons eventually sold the main house to Worth Abbey - the Roman Catholic abbey 

associated with Worth School. But one of the other things on the Paddockhurst estate, that was set up by 

Whitehead, was a Christmas tree farm. 

Legend in the Anglican Parish reports that the Paddockhurst farm initially supplied, free of charge, either a 

single, or pair of trees to many local churches, but only made the offer the following year to those who 

had written a thank-you letter. Certainly, at St. Nicholas’ over the years, the writing of the thank-you letter 

has been an important part of the handover to each new incumbent. 

Different rectors have had different views on when the trees should go up and come down.  Some went up 

as early as Advent Sunday, others as late as the week before Christmas.  Some stayed up till Candlemas, 

others came down by Epiphany.  But through all this, the generosity of the Paddockhurst Estate remained 

unfaltering. 

While the provision of the trees has been a constant, the disposal has gone through a major change.Until 

about 5 years ago, the Church's garden team used to take down the tree, saw it up into smaller sections, 

and burn it (on what is now part of the memorial garden.) This was the way of gardening in the last part of 

the 20th Century and the first part of the 21st.  But a sense of stewardship, coupled with more widespread 

knowledge of the carbon lifecycle, led to a new generation deciding to dispose of the trees more soundly. 

So, now the garden working party in January tends to be supplemented by "whichever members of the 

Harrison family haven't started term yet", and the trees are still cut up, but now the wooden trunks 

(chopped to about 8' lengths) go to be turned into garden borders, and the branches and remaining 

needles are firstly shredded, then aged for a year. 

And this is where the camellias come in. Christmas trees are rather more acidic than most trees, which is 

ideal for camellias (and for that matter blueberries) and the soil in Maidenbower. 

So the final stage of the Christmas tree's lifecycle is that of a mulch for ericaceous plants.  Each year we 

produce a little more than we need, so if you want a bag of mulch for your camellias or 

blueberries in autumn 2022, or spring 2023, grab Mark after the 10:00  one Sunday morning. 

So, while I can't claim to be beating swords into ploughshares, we have finally come up with a 

mechanism for turning torpedoes into camellias.                                               Mark Harrison 
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Robert Bourton of Totteridge, North London, has kindly sent us a copy of the Parish Magazine for August 

1916, which he had found when clearing his attic. His connexion was his great-grandmother, Kathleen Mary 

Savage buried on 26 July 1916 after only three years of marriage, and dying only two days after the birth 

and death of their first daughter Kathleen Daisy Mary at only two days. 

Apart from the spelling of ‘Nicolas’, and the price of one penny, the contents are much as you might 

expect, although more sober than our current Magazine. 

There is a reproduction of Constable’s The Hay-Wain and an article on a clergyman in Sweden, including a 

rather non-PC image of a ‘Typical Laplander’. Most surprisingly, there are two fictional articles of a rather 

lurid and romantic nature but with a moral message. ‘Dick’s wife collapsed on the floor in a dead faint’ 

(below) conveys the content. 

In addition there is ‘How we Pray for the National Mission’; book 

reviews of three religious books; and Gardening Notes.  ‘The Life of 

the Church’ is a miscellany of national church news items and, 

surprisingly, the only place in which the War is mentioned. 

Of most interest may be the advertisements (a sample, right).  

Longer Crawley residents than I (only 30 years) may recognise 

more of the names, but I did spot George Tullett (coal, coke and 

wood merchant, High Street, Three Bridges), Albert Laker (family 

butcher, Aberdeen House, Three Bridges) and Cheals’ (Lowfield 

Nurseries, Crawley). There was also a Post and Telegraph Office, 

Draper, Grocer &c. (Peter Brown, Pound Hill, Worth). 

If you want to know more, we shall place this item in the Parish archives – contact Sue in the Parish Office. 

 

 

Church Mouse 



16 
 

 … 

Those Canaan days we used to know 

Where have they gone?  Where did they go? 

Fans of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat will recognise this 

wistful refrain, sung by ‘Jacob and Sons’, from the musical.  But, where 

was Canaan, and how does it fit into the Bible stories? 

Canaan was, roughly, the area north of the Sea of Galilee extending to the Dead Sea in the south; 

westwards from the Jordon to the sea and roughly the same area to the east. So, in modern terms much of 

Syria, Lebanon and the homelands of the Palestinians and the Israelis. 

During the late Bronze Age (1550-1200 BC) Canaan was caught between the Egyptian, Hittite and Assyrian 

empires and so was a major battleground, apart from incessant wars among the tribes within Canaan (see 

above). 

Nobody quite knows where the original Canaanites came from, or the origin of their name; one grandson 

of Noah was ‘Canaan’ - this likely to be coincidental. Jacob was, of course, a Canaanite. 

In the exodus from Egypt, God promised a land to the Israelites, “a land of milk and honey, the home of 

the Canaanites, Hittites and Amorites” (Exodus 3).  The Hebrews in due course set about acquiring this 

land.  In the Bronze Age, across the Middle East and Europe, there were great migrations of people.  If you 

saw a land that was more fertile and prosperous than your own, and you had the military power, you just 

moved in and displaced the previous inhabitants, although there was assimilation as well as bloodshed. 

This is all laid out in Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges.  However, “The things that you’re liable 

to read in the Bible, they ain’t necessarily so.”  Archaeology has shown that the walls of Jericho (right) were 

tumbled down by the Egyptians long before Joshua got there with his trumpets. 

By the time that “The Assyrian came down like a wolf on 

the fold” (701BC) Canaan no longer existed as an entity.  

The kingdoms of Judah and Israel had been formed, 

together with Phoenicia.  However, a remnant of Canaan 

remained, some as Syrophoenicians; for example, the 

Syrophoenician woman (Mark 9; left). 
 

O brothers will you meet me  
  On Canaan’s happy shore? (Nonconformist hymn) 

Church Mouse 

- A reflection from ‘Chapel Talks’ 

Christians are always encouraged to be good neighbours to others, and to live out the gospel in a spirit of 

friendliness and togetherness. Looking around many Christian communities, friendliness is not the word 

that immediately springs to mind.  The Christian church can often be seen as a social 
club, at best doing useful work in the local community and, at worst, a Sunday forum 

for a competition of ladies with big hats, who like to bitch about the vicar’s wife (or, if 

he’s unmarried, about the vicar). 

It’s very easy in a small-knit community to become inward-looking, and introspective.  

Even here at College there is a temptation to be solely concerned with our own little 

world, and to forget that there is life outside, and that there are other people in the 

world to think about.  Perhaps as a small community we can re-assess our definition 

of neighbourliness and friendliness. 

Perhaps the stranger ‘out there’ is the friend you have yet to meet.            Fr Anthony Stidolph 
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  JOIN THE 100 CLUB 

 
Enter our monthly draw and help us raise funds 

for our many upcoming projects. 

 

Prizes of £100, £50 and £25 every 
month! 

 
Each month four random numbers are selected 
by computer, if your number is first you receive 

£100, the second number gets £50 and there 
are two of £25  

Much better odd than the National Lottery! 
The cost is £10 per month per number  

(by standing order) – you can have as many 
numbers as you like.  

Why not encourage your friends to join or give 
someone a number as a gift? 

For more info or a booking form please contact 
the Parish Office on 

0300 111 8150 
Or email office@worthparish.org. 

 

 

A gentle chair-based exercise class – an 

enjoyable way of strengthening muscles you 

have forgotten that you have! 

Feel stronger and more able whilst having fun 

and meeting new people 

Mondays 

St Barnabas 

1.30pm-2.30pm 

£5 per session 
You will require a stress ball & a resistance 

band  

(your own or £2 + £3 from Deb) 

Call Deb on 07765641334 

Or just turn up 



18 
 

 



19 
 

 

  

What fun everyone is having at Toddlers since all is back to a new normal. The 
photographer came in February and she has taken some great photos.  We 
have been sticking and painting and generally having a super time. There is 
always a warm welcome for everyone. 

Jenny Dobson 

 

Sunday School continues, being run by Nicky and helped by other members of the 
congregation.  They have activities related to the Sunday readings and it is wonderful 

to see them recounting what they have learned when they rejoin the service and 

saying the prayer that they have written.  On the fourth Sunday they stay in the 

service and take part in service.  
 

 

Lateral flows are worth the effort even when it means that a baptism has to 

be postponed at very short notice! With no baptism services being held 

during Lent, there are not so many to record this time, but there are many 

in the pipeline! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amelia Elise Shaw Elesia Hernandez 

Kweku Asa Otoo Eva Lynda Goodes (pictured) 

 

Come and celebrate with us! 
At St Barnabas’, Sunday School is every 
week and the 4th Sunday every  
month is especially child-friendly.  
St Nicholas  
Easter Sunday, 
17 April and Queen’s  
Jubilee / Pentecost 5 June 

 

What is the name of the road from Pilate’s house to 
Gethsemane? 

Who rang the 4 Bell down on 6 March 2022? 

When did Grand Prince Vladimir of Ukraine rule? 

Where roughly, was Canaan? 

Why is Shadow always in the kitchen on Shrove Tuesday? 

How much was the Parish Mag in 1916? 

 

 

If you are in Years 7-11 and would like to have fun on a Friday evening during term time, please 

come along and bring your friends to St Barnabas' Church Hall from 7 till 8.30pm. It is planned to 

invite Year 6 Leavers this summer to come and visit in preparation for when they reach 'the 

hangout' age. 

There is a PS4, Snooker, pool, badminton, table tennis, board games, a tuck shop and garden games 

when the weather allows, film and pizza nights. 

Please email youth@worthparish.org or ring Sarah on 01293 534804 for more information. Look 

forward to seeing you soon.                                               Your hangout team 

mailto:youth@worthparish.org
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The best laid plans can fall apart.  Covid 

numbers were high in January, so we 

decided to postpone and, just days after 

we committed to hold it in February 

and sent out the email, I finally 

succumbed and tested positive.  All 

vaccinated and boosted, I luckily did not 

feel ill, but I felt so sad that my absence 

caused more effort for the rest of the 

team.  Our numbers have yet to grow, 

but the enthusiasm of all who came was 

high – we explored loaves and fishes 

and walked on water. 

We will hold a joint Easter Celebration 

on Wed 20 April and in May we will 

pop back into the Old Testament for 

Moses and the Ten Commandments. 

Come and have fun.                   Sue 
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for the “Young at Heart”  
 

Once again we can get into the swing of all things Easter at St Nicholas’ and we 

hope you can join us too. 

 

Easter Saturday, 16 April at 15:30 we will build our Easter Garden with 

small plants and set up the figures to tell the Easter Story. 

 

Easter Day, 17 April 10:00 Family Service with puppets 

telling the Easter Story  

and an Egg Hunt, after the service in the churchyard 

(weather permitting)... 

If you do not come the Easter Bunny might have to eat 

them all ! 

 

It would be wonderful to have you and your family & friends with us not only 

to enjoy the extras on offer but to celebrate with us the glorious story of 

Easter; how Jesus gave up his life for us all, and rose from the dead, to save us 

and show us that God forgives our sins and will welcome us to eternal life with 

Him. 

 

Happy Easter one and all a time of rebirth, as the Paschal (Easter) Candle shines as a light in the 

world to the Glory of God the Father. 

 

Joan Tick 

 

I always know when Lent is about to start as my humans start adding lemons, 

flour and extra eggs to their usual grocery shopping.  I particularly like ‘pancake 

day’, the day just before Lent starts.  I know it has an important sounding name 

of Shrove Tuesday and is the day before Lent when all the tasty food stuff is 

supposed to be used up, but I think pancake day explains it better.  I like it 

because my humans have a tradition of tossing the pancakes to flip them over, 

and because they only do this activity once a year, they get out of practice from 

one year to the next. 

I take it upon myself to keep the kitchen floor clean, so as soon as a pancake toss 

goes wrong and the pancake lands on the floor, instead of it going in the bin, I 

swoop in and help clear up the mess.  However, they must have been really out 

of practice this year as I’ll have to admit that the pancake splattered on the floor did not look appetising, 

but I always pride myself on doing a good job no the matter the cost so, after a brief pause, I lunged in to 

gobble it up.  It actually tasted quite good; appearances can be misleading.  Next time I’ll let my nose do 

the deciding and not my eyes! 

Must go…I need to be in place, ready for the next food morsel to hit the floor. 

Shadow 
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Become a Mental Health Advocate 

 

"Mental Health and Wellbeing is an increasingly important issue 

in the Church and in society in general. The impact of the 

pandemic, the growing pace and stress of life and the 

increasing profile being given to Mental Health is all contributing 

to this." 
 

 

MENTAL HEALTH 

 

People who are: 

• Caring and kind 

• Emotionally intelligent 

• Supported by their Church 

Leadership and able to provide 

referees 

 

"Just because no one else can heal or do 

your inner work for you doesn't mean you 

can, should or need to do it alone." 

- Lisa Olivera 

MENTAL HEALTH  

 

We're looking for people who 
show: 

• An interest in mental health or 

may have lived experience of a 

mental health challenge 

themselves 

• Is willing and able to work with 

church teams/leadership to 

identify ways of improving mental 

health awareness in their church 

community 

• Skills to work with others.  

  

MENTAL 

HEALTH 

 

Find More of Our Resources 

 

Information sheets, videos, pages and contacts including 

'Mental Health and Money: Permission to seek help', 

'Mental Health and Wellbeing information sheet and 

booklet for churches' and 'Showing kindness to yourself 

and others' can be found on 

https://togetherinsussex.org.uk/areas-of-work/mental-

health 

 

We won’t make things worse by supporting and 

listening! So let’s make time to talk about good 

Mental Health and Wellbeing. 
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Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson  

Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) 
Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals Parish Office  

Bellringers Neil Dobson   

Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, Church) Revd Sarah  

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens  

Children’s Society Ann Lane  

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Alex Hiam  

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford  

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn  

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) 
David Anderson 

 
stbwarden@worthparish.org 

Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) 
Rose Wells 

Colin Smith 

stnwarden@worthparish.org 

 

Co-ordinator (Parish) Sue Perry 0300 111 8150 

Events Jane Stanford  

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Caroline Formby (lay)  0 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 3 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 0 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 0 

Giving (Donations etc) Sheila Dring  

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 1 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Linda Eells 1 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 1 

Magazine Sue Perry  

Messy Church  Sue Walshe 8 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  1 

Office (Parish) (manned or ansaphone 24/7)  5 

Office at St Barnabas’ (not manned)  0 

PCC Chair Michael Boag  

PCC Secretary Liz Gallagher  

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford  

PCC Treasurer  Sheila Dring  

Prayer Group Linda Eells  

Safeguarding Officer Anita Wilkinson safeguarding@worthparish.org 

Social Media David Anderson  

Stewardship Officer    

St Nicholas’ Circle Max Perry  

Sunday School Nicky Anderson  

Toddlers  Jenny Dobson  

Website  hello@worthparish.org 

Weddings Parish Office  

Skill is fine and genius is splendid, but the right contacts are more valuable than either. 

Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Travelling far? - we recommend you check dates/times on our website calendar, or with the Office. 

When?  What? Where? 

Sat 2 April 14:30 Lent Course St Barnabas’ 

Sat 9 Apr 10.30 Spring Clean – helpers welcome St Nicholas’ 

Mon 11 April 14:00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 13 April 12:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Wed 13 April 14:30 Scrabble and Cake St Barnabas’ 

Thur 14 April 18:00 Maundy Thursday Supper St Barnabas’ 

Thur 14 April 20:00 Maundy Service with Foot Washing St Nicholas’ 

Fri 15 April 14.00 Good Friday Liturgy  St Nicholas’ 

Sat 16 April 15:30 Easter Garden St Nicholas’ 

Sat 16 April 20.00 Easter Vigil St Nicholas’ 

Sun 17 April 10.00 Easter Day both 

Wed 20 April 15:00 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Thur 28 April 15:45 Mothers’ Union Meeting St Barnabas’ 

Sat 30 April 10:00 Saturday Market St Barnabas’ 

Sun 1 May  16:00 Choral Tribute for Eric Spencer (P.9)  St Nicholas’ 

Wed 4 May 19:00 APCM St Barnabas’ 

Mon 9 May 14:00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 11 May 12:30 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 11 May 14:30 Scrabble and Cake St Barnabas’ 

Wed 11 May 18:00 St Nicholas’ Circle St Barnabas’ 

Sat 14 May 10:00 Plant Sale and Market St Barnabas’ 

Sat 14 May 15:30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Wed 18 May 15:00 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Wed 25 May 19:00 PCC St Barnabas’ 

Thurs 26 May  17:00 MU Platinum Jubilee High Tea St Barnabas’ 

Thu 2 –Sun 5 June  Queen’s Platinum Jubilee (see P.13) St Nicholas’ 

Wed 8 June 12:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sat 11 June 15:30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Mon 13 June 14:00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 15 June 15:00 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Thur 23 June 15:45 Mothers’ Union Meeting St Barnabas’ 

Sat 25 June  10:00 Saturday Market St Barnabas’ 

Wed 29 June 14:30 Scrabble and Cake St Barnabas’ 
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Contact the office 0300 111 8150  

 
Colour 1 issue  All 5 issues  
1/8 page A4  £10  £40  
1/4 page A4  £20  £85  
1/2 page A4  
Full page 

£45 
£68  

£180 
£300 
 

 


