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Rector Fr Michael Boag rector@worthparish.org 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd Sarah Upchurch vicarstb@worthparish.org 01293 524804 

Assistant Priest Revd Gordon Parry  gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 07802 432398 

Assistant Priest  Fr Francis Pole francis.pole@virgin.net 07764 752608.  

Curate Revd Greta curate@worthparish.org  
 

Our regular services are shown below. 

 ’,  ’,  
 

Sundays 
 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

10.00  Said Eucharist (Common Worship) 

 

 

 

10.00 1st,  2nd and 3rd Sundays - Eucharist  
 

10.00 4th Sundays Child- friendly Eucharist 

Tuesdays   10.30  Eucharist 

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist   

And here’s what’s happening in the café each week: 

’ é  
Wednesdays 10.00 - 14.00      Coffee Shop  

Thursdays 14.00 – 16.00 Knit ‘n Natter 

Fridays 10.30 - 12.30 Coffee Shop  

12.30 – 14.00 Friday Lunch Club (Please book – see P17) 

Saturdays 10.00 - 13.00ish Coffee Shop  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
To contact Fr Michael, please phone 01293 
882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email 
rector@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293 
524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email 
vicarstb@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Gordon, phone 07802 432398. 

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 
enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 
email office@worthparish.org

Churchwardens 

David Anderson stbwarden@worthparish.org 

Rose Wells        stnwarden@worthparish.org

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org


3 
 

 ...................................................................................................................................................................... 19 

 ............................................................................................................................................................................... 19 

 .............................................................................................................................................................. 19 

 ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 20 

................................................................................................................................................................................. 21 

 ............................................................................................................................................................................... 21 

 .............................................................................................................................................................................. 22 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is the perfect time to celebrate the love of God and family and to 

create memories that will last forever. Jesus is God's perfect, indescribable 

gift. The amazing thing is that not only are we able to receive this gift, but we 

are able to share it with others on Christmas and every other day of the 

year. -Joel Osteen 
 

"It's not how much we give but how much love we put into 

giving." – Mother Theresa 

 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/joel-osteen-quotes
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We have had a beautiful Autumn, the temperatures have only recently dipped and 

the rain has generally come in showers.  I am a ‘fair-weather’ dog walker and there 

have been very few days when I haven’t been able to find a long enough window to 

take the mutts to the woods.  Some time ago we noticed that there were a lot of 

birds in the parking area we use and, arriving very early one day, we saw that someone had put out some 

wild bird food on some of the posts.  Since then we carry a bag of food in the car and top it up later in the 
day.  Today before leaving, I saw bluetits, great-tits, coal tits, willow tits, a nuthatch, a robin, a male and 

female chaffinch and a greater spotted woodpecker - and that was all within ten minutes.  If you 

participated in the quiz you will know that I also have been obsessed with fungi and I must have taken 

photos of over thirty different sorts in this one area of woodland. 

So, it just goes to show what interesting things are all around us – as there is in this Mag too!  As usual we 

have tried to include something for everyone, young, old and in-between, something to help you catch up 

on what’s been going on and look forward into the future.  I have also just been informed that Alec 

Hamilton won the Art + Christianity Book Award 2021 for ‘Arts and Crafts Churches’ – see p. 19, and our 

church mouse has been delving into Christmas too!       Enjoy…! 

Sue x 

 

One of the best-known images in Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling is the depiction of God and Adam. 

God the Father reaches out to touch Adam, to give him life.  The gesture is simple yet striking. It’s been 

reproduced countless times, often used in advertising - proof of its power as an image, I suppose.  What is 

so striking about this image is that the immensity of God’s creative power is contained in so small, so gentle 
and languid a gesture.  What God unleashes in Creation he does with the slightest effort.   One of my 

favourite passages in scripture is in the First Letter of John. ‘Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of 

God, and he who loves is born of God and knows God’ and it goes on ‘In this is love, not that we loved God 

but that he loved us and sent his Son…’ Now, one of the problems of translation is how to get across the 

full sense of the original.  In the Greek, the word for ‘he loved’ makes it clear that what happened, happened 

just the once - the action was more like a small single point rather than a long line.  In other words God 

didn’t spend a lot of time trying to love us, or thinking about loving us or working out how much he loved 

us.  It was one single moment, one single action, like Adam in the Sistine Chapel. God’s single moment, single 

touch of love was enough, is enough, to sustain a whole universe.  One touch from God sets (or should set) 

us alight, as John writes. ‘Beloved, if God so loved us we also ought to love one another.’ ‘In this the love of 

God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 

him.’  This is the message of Christmas, of the incarnation, of God-with-us.  And when we see and experience 

and share the warmth of genuine love we are taking part in God’s creativity and it is surprisingly simple and 

takes very little effort to do so; just a smile, a kind word, a thoughtful gesture. In this is love. 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, the love of 

Mary and Joseph, and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this Christmas. 

Fr Michael 
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Worth & Pound Hill Mothers’ Union Autumn Update 

September – November 2021 

In the last magazine I told you that we were looking forward to meeting again in September with a 

Eucharist service at St Barnabas’; well we did.  Sadly there were not many Members able to attend 

for various reasons but it was a lovely service.     

A couple of days later, on the Saturday, we held a Coffee Morning with a Raffle and selling 

Home Made cakes.  We did a roaring trade, thanks to the mothers of the children who were 

in the ‘Musical Hands in Church’ group, raising an excellent £260 + for our Away From it All 

Holidays project. Thank you to everyone who attended and helped in the Pastoral Centre 

that day. 

At our Meeting during October we celebrated our 34th Birthday and were blessed by a visit from our 

Diocesan President, Karen Hill, who came to enrol our Curate, Greta and to present Brenda with her Long 

Service Certificate, signed by the World Wide President, Sheran Harper. Brenda and Greta also received an 

M.U. badge.  The service was a happy and joyful Songs of Praise, especially as we were able to sing a lot of 

uplifting hymns that had been chosen by our members. We also had visitors from East Grinstead and Gossops 

Green M.U. Branches to help our celebration along. 

The Branch Meeting in November will be a Eucharist service to prepare for Advent, which is a time for us 

to prepare ourselves, once again, for the coming of our Lord, and to give some of the love of Mothers’ Union 

to the Gatwick Detainees as we pack small Christmas Gifts for them, another one of our “Outreaches”. 

We wish you all a very safe, happy Christmas and healthy New Year; see you in 2022 if not before!           

Joan Tick  & Committee 
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After such a long time it was great to get together at the 

Pastoral Centre at the beginning of October to share in Cheese, 

Wine and a variety of soft drinks. It was a good turn-out and the 

idea of meeting in future at the Pastoral Centre and also setting 

up a Zoom link for those further away was warmly welcomed. 

 

Our plans for November did not quite come about due to a lack of time. But we will return with a Life and 

Music of a Parishioner sometime in the new year. 

 Max Perry 

 

So the plan might be like this 

January Break  July  Break 

February Paid Speaker via Zoom at home  August Break 

March Paid Speaker via Zoom at home  Sept Paid Speaker – at St B & at home 

April  Break  October Cheese & Wine 

May Cheese & Wine  Nov Life & Music on a desert isle Zoom 

June  Local Speaker – at St B and at home  Dec Break 

 

As is customary, the bells at Worth were rung half muffled for practice 

night on 11 November and for the morning service the following 
Sunday, which included the Act of Remembrance.  The tenor was tolled 

for two minutes after the sounding of Reveille which ended the two 

minutes silence.  Subsequently, when the muffles were removed, it was 

found that the bolt securing the clapper of the fifth bell was loose (see 

picture).  A repair was carried out shortly afterwards which involved 

tying up the bell so that it could not move, re-inserting the bolt and 

fixing a new split pin to hold it in.  Hopefully all is now well, but had it 

not been spotted, the clapper could have flown out while the bell was 

being rung with the potential to cause serious damage. 

Editor’s Note: ‘Half muffled’ means that a leather pad is strapped to one 
side of the clapper where it hits the bell so that an echo effect is 

produced – one normal strike of the clapper against the bell is followed 

by one deadened strike, because of the muffling effect of the pad, as the other side of the clapper connects 

with the other side of the bell.” 

Neil Dobson, Tower Captain 

14 teams forewent the last dance on Strictly to join our Autumn Quiz on Zoom. 

The many kind words of thanks received were both heart warming and encouraging.  

Such as ----  

Thank you for yet another excellent quiz. Ben of the Young Pretenders is a keen forager, 

so the Mushrooms round was right up his street. Jeremy is a battles enthusiast, so that 

was great for him. We all enjoyed the challenge of the city maps & the alphabetical round 

gives us all a chance, so a thoroughly appreciated evening’s entertainment. 

Many thanks 

Sue & far flung family P.S. was Sheffield the furthest of the contributors on Saturday?  
Worthy Winners  

- the Saxon Roaders
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE PARISH? 
 

In October we celebrated Harvest with a great collection of foodstuffs being donated to Open House and 

the Easter Team. The church was decorated with beautiful flower displays – grateful thanks to the “Flower 

Ladies” for producing such wonderful displays. 

   

     

In November we held our Remembrance Service, remembering before God all those who have died for their 

country in times of war. It was a very moving service, with the reading of the Roll of Honour. Thank you to 

the Third Pound Hill Guides who made ceramic poppies as a symbol of remembrance and hope. 
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In the Café we now have new electric radiators that can be individually controlled to align with usage of the 

space – a big improvement over the old night storage heaters. It now means that whenever the Café is in 

use there should be a warm welcome! The Café continues to thrive being open on Wednesday and Saturday 

from 10:00; it is also open from 10:00 on Friday before the “Friday Lunches”, which also continue to be very 

popular.  

David Anderson 
 

Notes from St Barnabas’ 

St Barnabas’ church looked resplendent for the service of remembrance on 14 November. Once again, the 

flower ladies came together to create beautiful floral tributes to honour the memory of those lost in 

conflict since 1914. 

Thanks go to Mary, Viv and Nicky. 

 Secondly, a lovely comment I received this week that I would like to pass on. In conversation with Aleisha, 

the delightful lady who holds Pilate classes at St Barnabas’, she remarked that: “there is always something 

going on here, I have held classes in other churches and, whilst everyone was friendly, none had the same 

community feel to them as St Barnabas’ has. A really busy community space.” 

I have to say I had a very broad smile on my face following her comments, which stayed for the remainder 

of the day! 

Jane Stanford 

 

St Barnabas Café has 

been awarded a 5star 

rating by Crawley 

Council. Well done 

to all involved. 
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   Churchwarden Update 

IN WORTH CHURCH ON CHRISTMAS MORNING 

There was joy on Christmas Day 

When carols made the arches ring 

And every voice, what e’er its gift 

Was raised with willingness to sing. 

Praise lifted to the soaring vaults 

Resounding with heart warming tone. 

Trails of holly and red ribbons 

Glistened on the ancient stone 
The warmth of lighted candles glowed 

Soft in the Sanctuary 

And the fellowship of faces 

Sharing in festivity –  

A warmth so tangible and true 

It woke a butterfly which flew 

And lighted on the glowing stone 

With painted wings outspread – 

A jewelled cross suspended there 

Above the manger bed. 
 

My lovely Mum, Christine Turner, wrote this poem after staying with us in 2003. It would turn out to be her 

last Christmas. I have always loved the poem as it well-reflected the service I remembered (including the 

butterfly – a symbol of the Resurrection!). Returning to it this year I read it again with new (Churchwarden’s) 

eyes and find that it recognises the gifted work of so many of our volunteers who dedicate their time and 

energies to our church and its community. Flower arrangers, Cleaners (no stone glistens without a clean!), 

welcoming Sidespeople leading fellowship, the Sacristy team providing the candles and let’s put in a mention 

for the Maintenance teams who tend the winter churchyard and ensure the fabric of the church is maintained 

within. My heartfelt festive thanks go out to all those who created that lovely tableau back in 2003, and 

indeed every one still engaged today.   

The beauty of our church is recognised by the visitors who have 

started to return to us post Lock Down in 2021. After a memorial 

service in October we received a wonderful thank you note saying: 

 “St Nicholas’ Church is a remarkable example of an ancient yet 

beautifully preserved church, and we were struck by the aura of such 

an historic venue.  For me, the view from the lectern of the organ 

balcony and the stained glass window behind was stunning … an 

uplifting inspiration” 

Approaching Christmas, but possibly even more importantly in the 

New Year, there is an urgent need to renew and restore our 

volunteer rotas. We launched the ‘Altogether Now for St Nicholas’ 

project to try and encourage new connections with our church 

family and church life. Not all our volunteers are regular churchgoers 

but everyone who comes appreciates the unique atmosphere of this 

ancient Holy place. Please consider whether you might have some 

time and talent to offer us?  

Thank you for reading this and may the Life Force of the miraculous 

Christmas butterfly visit you and all those you love in this Festive 

Season.                                                 Rose Wells   
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    St Barnabas’ Church, 27 Oct 

2021 

 

The Meeting opened with prayers; Minutes of the 11 August 

2021 Meeting were approved. 

The Parish Governance risk assessment has been completed and 

a work plan for implementation is now required. 

Finance: The 2020 Accounts were approved with thanks 

expressed to Sheila Dring and Tony Chamier. The target Parish 

Share for 2022 was agreed at £75,500 which is to be reviewed 

quarterly. Wedding and Funeral charges were reviewed with an 

agreement to increase the “Suggested Donation to Worth 

Parish”. A “Life Events” software package is being explored by 

an interest group consisting of clergy, churchwardens, treasurer 

and the parish office with the aim of streamlining Parish administration. 

Fabric – St Nicholas’: The plastic drainpipes continue to function well whilst new “collars” were approved 

to hold the new pipe in place. Scaffolding will be required for installation. New, more efficient condensing 

boilers are to be fitted. Improvements to the sound system are being investigated. The planned modifications 

to the lighting are being reviewed. We have resumed congregational singing and plate collections. Social 

distancing remains in place. 

Fabric – St Barnabas’: The new radiators in the café 

have been installed and we are progressing improved loft 

insulation. There are a number of cracked tiles on the 

north side of the church roof that require repair. 

Safeguarding and Health and Safety: Anita 

Wilkinson continues to monitor all DBS and training 

requirements; which are up to date. New volunteers for 

Messy Church are going through the necessary training 

and DBS checks. A new fire extinguisher is required for 

the Rectory. 

Events: 

All Souls Requiem, 31 October at St Nicholas’, 16:30 

Candlelit Concert, Friday 26 November at St Nicholas’, 

19:00 

Advent Sunday Candlelit Service, 28 November at St 

Nicholas’, 16:30 

Christmas Fair, Friday 3 December at St Barnabas’, 15:00 

Platinum Jubilee, Saturday 4 or Sunday 5 June, 2022 

Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 26 January at 2t 

Barnabas’ Café at 19:00 

TO HIRE 
• St Nicholas’ Church - fantastic 

acoustics and seats 150 

• St Barnabas’ Church Hall - 10m by 
10m, seats 105 with kitchen and 
garden  

• St Barnabas Cafe  - a newly 
refurbished room and café seating 
up to 40 

 

For rates, please see 

www.worthparish.org/venuehire or  

email office@worthparish.org  

to discuss your individual requirements or 

arrange a look around. 
 

 

One lesson learned 

Whatever our strengths, we all 

make mistakes; it is a good idea 

to work with people who make 

different ones from our own. 
Dominic Abrams  

Prof of Social Psych Uni of Kent 

 

 

http://www.worthparish.org/venuehire
mailto:office@worthparish.org
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On Friday 26 November the Ensemble Reza came to St Nicholas’, 

Worth, to give us a recital of American Chamber Music. 

The narrow path to the church was lit by tea lights, making the walk 

down quite atmospheric but also ensuring that no-one tripped over those 

dangerous tree roots! The two enormous Christmas trees in the apse 

were delicately lit and the church, bathed in candlelight, was beautiful. 

The warm atmosphere was enhanced by the offer of a complimentary 

glass of mulled wine (or orange juice). 

Thus, fifty/sixty people settled down to enjoy the American Quartet by Dvorak played superbly by four of 

the Ensemble. Mid-Sussex should be proud of such ‘top-drawer’ musicians who played so sensitively and 

“as one”. The audience put their hands together enthusiastically: perhaps they were cold! There was also 

much deserved applause at the end of Dvorak’s String Quartet No 1. 

After the interval, we were in for a treat. Six of the Ensemble were joined by Steve Dummer who grew up 

in Crawley and started his glittering musical journey here. Steve, clarinettist, doubled as a snare drum 

player in George Gershwin’s “An American in Paris”. This was 

arranged by the Ensemble’s viola player, Anna Cooper, and she 

doubled as the klaxon player (which imitates the horns of the 

Parisian taxis back in the 1920s). This is a jazz-influenced 

orchestral piece by Gershwin which, on a personal note, 

opened my teenage ears to the wonder that is Classical Music! 

The evening finished with a well-received encore. I am looking 

forward to the next visit from Ensemble Reza. I hope you are, 

too. 

Ann Phillipson 

 
 

The welcome invitation at Coventry Cathedral – spotted by Linda Eells 
 

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, 

questioning, well-heeled or down at heel.  We especially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers. 

You’re welcome here if you’re just browsing, just woken up or just out of prison.  We don’t care if you’re 

more Christian than the Archbishop of Canterbury, or haven’t been to church since Christmas ten years 

ago. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are 

growing up too fast.  We welcome keep-fit mums, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, 

vegetarians, junk-food eaters.  We welcome those in recovery or still addicted.  We welcome you if you’re 

having problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like organised religion.  (We’re not that keen on it 

either!) 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are 

here because granny is visiting and wanted to look round. 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither.  We offer a special welcome to those who 

could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their throats as kids, or got lost on the ring road 

and wound up here by mistake. 

We welcome, pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters – and especially you … 

PLEASE COME IN         
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TUESDAY 21 DECEMBER 18:00 at St Barnabas’ Church, Pound Hill 

What is Blue Christmas?  Bereavement often means sorrow associated with overwhelming emotion at 

Christmas. 

Our service will honour people who have lost loved ones, and who are experiencing grief at this merry 

time of the year. 

Please come and join us in a short service remembering loved ones in a meaningful, caring way. 

There will be coffee and refreshments with the opportunity to talk to someone, who will be willing to 

listen, if that would help. 

Mary Fry 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 - ’TIS THE SEASON 

Below are the first lines of 20 congregational carols/hymns with only the initial letters of each word. (The 

word ‘the’ where it appears has been given so all the ’T’ s are some other word.) 

For example W W Y A M C would be “We wish you a merry Christmas” but this is not included as it’s a 

song rather than a carol or hymn.   How long will it take you to solve all 20? 

 

1.  W S W T F B N 

2.    I S T S C S I 

3.    O L T O B 

4.    D D M O H 

5.    S N 

6.    O C A Y F 

7.    The H A the I 

8.    O C N A C S 

9.    H the H A S 

10.    S A the W S 

 

11.    A I A M 

12.    The F N the A D S 

13.    W T K O O A 

14.    A F the R O G 

15.    O I R D C 

16.    I C U the M C 

17.    G K W L O 

18.    G R Y M G 

19.    I the B M 

20.    G C M R 

What do I wish you? 

Charlotte Gray 
 

The family reunited , 

All squabbles set aside, 

Knocks at the door, 

Friendly faces. Parcels piling up,  

Cards from everyone you love,  

Nothing forgotten, 

Nothing singed, Laughter, a little silliness, 

Happy memories,  

I wish with all my heart that 

your Christmas will be all that 

was meant to be –  

a little warmth in the depth of winter, 

a light in the dark. 
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Christmas is one of the two great Christian festivals 
 

Well, it has not always been that way. The early Church didn’t bother with 

Christmas. This was because they didn’t think birthdays important – and 

they didn’t know when it was.  Easter was certainly the most important 

feast, closely followed by Pentecost and Epiphany. Epiphany was associated with the Baptism of Christ (in 

one sense his ‘birth’ as Son of God) and the three Wise Men got in there too. Epiphany was, and still is, the 

more important festival for the Eastern Church. Epiphany didn’t get going in the Western Church until the 
late-fourth century which is about the time that Christmas was invented – but it was much less important 

than Epiphany. 
 

Jesus was born in 0AD (or possibly 1AD) 
 

Definitely not.  We know it was during the reign of Caesar Augustus (27BC-14AD) and that Herod the 

Great was still alive (he died in 4BC). So, Christ was most probably born in late 5BC or maybe early 4BC. 

The BC/AD system wasn’t invented until about 500 years after Christ, by Dionysius Exiguus (‘Little 

Dennis’).  He was sorting out lots of dates, particularly the date of Easter, but he simply got the Nativity 

wrong. But “AD” (anno domini, the ‘year of our Lord’) didn’t really catch on until the Venerable Bede 

(731AD) used it, and the “BC” idea didn’t begin until the eighteenth century. 
 

Incidentally, no ‘inn’: katalyma means a guest room.  And the ‘manger’ was actually within the main living 

room of the two-roomed peasant house, accessible to the family animals at a lower level nearer the door.  

The Holy Family was well-entertained by relatives; the shepherds thought so. 
 

Jesus was born on 25 December 
 

I am afraid not. If shepherds were “abiding in the fields” then no self-respecting shepherd would keep his 

valuable flock out in the bleak midwinter, when the “earth stood hard as iron; water like a stone.”  

Anyway, no one went travelling in winter unless it was an emergency.  So, where does the date come 

from? It comes from the Philocalian Calendar developed by Furius Dionysius Filocalus (‘Furious Dennis’?) in 
about 353AD. The logic was, as Jesus led a perfect life, he must have been conceived on the same date as 

he died.  Assuming this was 25 March, then nine months later brings us to his birth as 25 December. Or 

maybe not. 
 

Christmas replaced a pagan Roman festival 
 

It is a common belief that Christmas was created to replace a pagan Roman 

festival. Again, not so. It is true that almost all cultures, and back into 

prehistory, have celebrated a midwinter festival. However, the specific idea is 

that the Emperor Aurelian established a public holiday on 25 December in 

274AD after his victory at Palmyra – the festival of Sol Invictus (the Invincible 

Sun); the Christians in Rome in 354AD, looking for a suitable date, took over 

this festival. However, there is no evidence of the date of this Roman holiday 

and the first mention is in the Philocalian Calendar (see above). But Christians 

in North Africa got there first; from at least 221AD.  So maybe the Christians didn’t pinch a Roman 

festival, but rather the other way round. 
 

Incidentally – we complain about Christmas having lost its true meaning.  People have 

regularly complained about that since the 1500s. Nothing new under the sun! 
 

I am sorry to spoil a good party; but I will wish you a Happy Epiphany! 

 
Church Mouse                (I am indebted to Nick Page for some of the information above. For a scholarly 

                  and well-informed discussion, see ‘Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes’ by Kenneth Bailey) 
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I hope that you may have enjoyed the Joyce Grenfell monologue about the school 

nativity play: “Four Kings, I’m afraid.  We happen to have four lovely crowns, so it 

seemed a pity not to use them.” 

So: three kings, right?  Called Caspar, Balthazar and Melchior. 

However, the Gospel (Matthew 2.1) doesn’t tell us how many, or their names, but 

that they were magoi – magi, or magicians.  By early Christian times they were 

associated with astrologers from Chaldea (southern Mesopotamia); Roman emperors frequently consulted 

them.  They brought gifts from Syria, Saudi Arabia and maybe Somaliland, which made symbolic sense. 

A recent discovery has been a desert Nabatean tribe (think Petra) from Jordan called the al-Kokabani, 

which means those who study/follow the planets.  They have an oral tradition of having visited the great 

prophet Jesus.  A good candidate for our ‘kings’? 

By the way, have you ever wondered why Wise Men “from the East” saw a star “in the East” but headed 

West?  They should have ended up in India!  A more accurate translation is that the star was seen “at its 

rising.” 

The mother of the Emperor Constantine, Helena, was sent to the Holy Land in 326AD to found churches 

and collect relics.  She was remarkably successful, even finding the True Cross, the Crucifixion nails and 

related objects.  She also discovered the bodies of three ‘kings’, believed to have become Christian and 

retired to the Holy Land.  They went to Constantinople, then Milan and then to Cologne. 

A late 5th century Alexandrian manuscript, the Excerpta Latina Barbari, gives the names we recognise, but a 

6th century book, the Cave of Treasures, calls them Hormizdah, Yaxdegerd and Perozadh.  An Armenian 

Gospel calls them Melqon, Balthasar and Gaspar.  In Syria they are Larvandad, Gushnasaph and Hormisdas; 

in Ethiopia Hor, Karsudan and Basanater.  In Armenia they are also Kagpha, Badadakharida and Badadilma, 

with variants on these names. 

True or not, it is still a great story, and reveals gentiles from the East who recognise Christ.  
 

Church Mouse 
 

  



16 
 

  



17 
 

: Arts & Craft Churches 
 

Arts and Crafts Churches of Great Britain: Architects, Craftsmen and Patrons. Roger Button, 2020 

Arts & Crafts Churches. Alec Hamilton, 2020 

 We have been without any scholarly survey of Arts & Crafts Churches and then, just like buses, 

two come along at once.  One of the problems for both authors is in defining what is an ‘Arts & Crafts’ 

church.  The great era of Victorian church building and restoration had concentrated (mostly) on models 

from medieval Gothic architecture – Early English or Decorated, often referred to as ‘Middle Pointed’.  But 

following from the ideas of William Morris there was a radical change.  The problem is that the term ‘Arts 

& Crafts’ did not relate to a particular school, but is a term used in retrospect.  However, these churches 

were generally built after 1884 when the Art Workers Guild was founded; express function over form; and 

contain decoration and furnishing created by highly skilled craftsmen.  The architects themselves 

sometimes worked on the building and furnishings, but it is the genius of inspired craft work, sometimes by 

local men and women with only limited formal training, which gives these buildings their distinctive 

character. 

 Roger Button identifies 53 Arts & Crafts churches and discusses then in a 

roughly chronological order, despite the fact that influences did not quite operate in 

this linear fashion.  The text concentrates on providing a well-researched brief 
biography of architects and patrons, but to a lesser extent on craftsmen.  In an 

appendix there is a very helpful ‘professional family tree’ of the artists.  Sadly, Button 

misses some connections, for example between St Peter, Gorleston, Norfolk (which 

he does not list; it is the only church by Eric Gill), and St Wilfrid, Halton, Leeds.  

There is also a link between the windows at Fairmilehead Parish Church, Edinburgh and glass by Harry 

Clarke (see below). 

 If Button is rather dull reading, then Hamilton is a real joy.  While no less 

scholarly (and his research on craftsmen involved is thorough) it actually 

communicates much of the delight of many of these buildings.  Hamilton lists 75 and 

arranges them by geographical region; much more helpful for 

church crawlers.  He argues that an ‘Arts & Crafts church’ is 

something felt rather than reasoned.  Arts & Crafts is a collection of 

sentiments, feelings and instincts. For example, one of the most 

spectacular churches, completely painted by Phoebe Anna Traquair 

in 1893-1901, now the Mansfield Traquair Centre, Edinburgh (she 

went in, heard the liturgy, and said, “I want to paint these walls”; and she did; see left) is 

described in a way which entices one to visit. 

 We are not in the most favoured location for Arts & Craft churches, but I can recommend the 

Wisdom of God at Lower Kingswood in Surrey, and St Mary the Virgin at Pixham, Dorking (the only 

church by Lutyens).  But for a real treat visit the Watts Mortuary Chapel at Compton just South West of 

Guildford (and the nearby revamped Watts Gallery) and the fabulous stained glass 

by Harry Clarke at the Ashdown Park Hotel, Wych Cross (right).  Installed in 

1925 when this was a convent, it is now within a wedding venue (but ask politely 

at Reception and you will gain access).  These last two might be considered 

Symbolist, but they are very much within the Arts and Crafts ethos. 

 Both books are well illustrated and have helpful maps and good indices.  If you only have room for 

one book on your shelf then I recommend Hamilton, but both would be useful additions to 

any library. 

(For full details of Harry Clarke’s stained glass; see Strangest Genius by Lucy Costigan & Michael Cullen) 

Church Mouse 
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 Toddlers has returned, almost to normal on Tuesday afternoons and Thursday mornings and has been 

quite busy. We are presently leading up to Christmas and finish for the holidays on Dec 14th/16th. 
Jenny Dobson 

 

Sunday School has restarted, being run by Nicky and helped by other members of the congregation as the 

numbers increase. We regularly have between 4 and 7 children; it is wonderful to see them taking part in 

the service as they learn about Jesus and being a Christian. They have activities related to the Sunday readings 

and it is fantastic to see them recounting what they have learnt when they rejoin the service and saying the 

prayer that they have written. 

 
 

 

We are continuing to catch up with our baptisms and 

rarely a week goes by without at least one new request 

for a baptism.  We already have about 25 booked for 

2022. 

 

Welcome to our faith 
 

 

 

It was a delight to welcome 4th Worth Scouts to the Remembrance Sunday 

service in St Nicholas once again, they joined a socially distanced congregation of 

100 (including the scouts). We believe 4th Worth Scouts have taken part in our 

annual act of remembrance for 100 years with the sad and notable exception of 

last year. The young people read the reading from the prophecy of Micah and the 

prayers, they collected and presented the offertory and read the roll of honour. 

We look forward to next year...  

Tobias Joseph Gevargis Yaghmoorali Hunter Scott McLeod 
Peter Suvito Samuel Francis Batchelor 
Dominic Jack Axelsen Jack Percy Cornell 
Freya Eileen Page Robinson Elsie Hazel Maria Coleman  
Arthur James Bahr  



20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and celebrate with us! 
At St Barnabas’, Sunday School is every 
week and the 4th Sunday every  
month is especially child-friendly  
St Nicholas 
All of Christmas ! 

What is Shadow’s favourite hobby? 

Who did God reach out to in Michelangelo’s painting on 

the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel? 

When are the Christingle Services at St Barnabas? 

Where is our nearest ‘Arts & Crafts’ church? 

Why did the early church not bother with Christmas? 

How many kings visited Jesus according to the Bible?  

 

 

The Hangout youth group resumed after the summer break and continues to thrive; it is wonderful to see 

the young people enjoying games and activities together. We held two film nights, with pizza and popcorn, 

and have been making Christmas decorations for the Christmas Fair. The Hangout meets every Friday 

evening from 19:00 to 20:30 during term time, and its free. If you’re in years 7 – 11 why not come and join 

us? 

Contact: youth@worthparish.org or Revd Sarah Upchurch (01293) 524804. 
Your hangout team 
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Do you have a hobby? My favourite hobby is upcycling, and I do like to 

watch the TV show where they take old and unwanted items and find a 

new and better use for them. I particularly like to upcycle textiles into 

something more fit for purpose. For instance, I am very good at taking a 

brand new intact soft fleecy blanket, (grey of course to match the sofa) 

and re-designing it into something more useful for me. In the photo you 

can see the new snood that I designed (if you don’t know, a snood is a 

type of scarf that can be worn over the head as well as around the neck). 

It’s very good for keeping my neck and ears warm but with good 

ventilation for other parts of the body. However, I’m not sure that my 

humans always see my point of view on upcycling. It may have something 

to do with the fact that I’m always drawn to new and wanted items, 

instead of old and unwanted items, to practise my hobby on! Maybe I 

could make some more as Christmas presents, I know my humans like 

presents that are thoughtful and homemade, although presents made from their favourite items might not 

be such a good idea! 

How truly wonderful to be back with Messy Church and great to see so many Dads on the 

Saturday. Lost ‘sheep’ were found in cakes, balloon sheep were eagerly encouraged into their 

pens and pop up and woolly lost sheep were made for a more lasting reminder of the parable of 

The Lost Sheep. Pizza and lollies were consumed with gusto on both days and it was great to 

hear the fun return.  December will see our Messy Christingle Service on Sat 11 and Wed 15 

Dec and in Jan we will be visiting that very famous story which includes loaves and fishes! So, 

please come and join us, we are open to anyone of any age who wants to make memories with us.  

Blessings  

Sue 



22 
 

 



23 
 



24 
 

 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

0300 

111 

8150 

Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) 
Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals Parish Office 

Bellringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, Church) Revd Sarah 

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens 

Children’s Society Ann Lane 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) 
David Anderson 

 

Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) 
Rose Wells 

Colin Smith 

Co-ordinator (Parish) Sue Perry 

Events Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Caroline Formby (lay)  

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 

Giving (Donations etc) Sheila Dring 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Linda Eells 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Magazine Sue Perry 

Messy Church  Sue Walshe 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish) (manned or ansaphone 24/7)  

Office at St Barnabas’ (not manned)  

PCC Chair Michael Boag 

PCC Secretary Liz Gallagher 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Treasurer  Sheila Dring 

Prayer Group Linda Eells 

Safeguarding Officer Anita Wilkinson 

Social Media David Anderson 

Stewardship Officer   

St Nicholas’ Circle Max Perry 

Sunday School Nicky Anderson 

Toddlers  Jenny Dobson 

Website hello@worthparish.org 

Weddings Parish Office 0300 111 8150 

“The day will come when the man at the telephone will be able to see the distant person to whom 

he is speaking.”  Alexander Graham Bell 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/author/7447-alexander-graham-bell
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   Travelling far? - we recommend you check dates/times either on our website calendar, or with the Office. 
 

When?  What? Where? 

Fri 3 December 15:00 Christmas Fair St Barnabas’ 

Mon 6 December 14:30 Scrabble and Cake St Barnabas’ Café 

Sat 11 December 15:30 Messy Christingle St Barnabas’ 

Sun 12 December 16:00 Carols for All St Barnabas’ 

Mon 13 December 14:00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 15 December 15:00 Messy Christingle St Barnabas’ 

Sun 19 December 16:30 Nine Lessons and Carols St Nicholas’ 

Tues 21 December 18:00 Blue Christmas St Barnabas’ 

Fri 24 December 14:00 Crib Service  St Barnabas’ 

Fri 24 December 16:00 Broadcast Crib Service  St Nicholas’ 

Mon 10 January 14:00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 12 January 12:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sat 15 January 15:30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Wed 19 January 15:00 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Wed 26 January 19:00 PCC St Barnabas’ Café 

Thur 27 January 18.00 Mothers’ Union Meeting St Barnabas’ 

Thur 3 February 20:00 St Nicholas’ Circle Zoom 

Wed 9 February 12:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sat 12 February 15:30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Mon 14 February 14:00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 16 February 15:00 Messy Church St Barnabas’ 

Sat 19 February 20:00 Parish Quiz Zoom 

Thur 24 February 15.45 Mothers’ Union Meeting St Barnabas’ 

Sat 26 February 11:00 Marriage Preparation Day St B (am) + St N (pm) 

Sat 26 February 10.00 Jumble Sale St Barnabas’ 

 

 

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 
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