
 

 

 

 
 

 



Rector Fr Michael Boag rector@worthparish.org 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd Sarah Upchurch vicarstb@worthparish.org 01293 524804 

Assistant Priest Revd Gordon Parry  gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 07802 432398 

Assistant Priest  Fr Francis Pole francis.pole@virgin.net 07764 752608.  

Curate Revd Greta curate@worthparish.org  

 

Our regular services are shown below. 

 ’,  ’,  
 

Sundays 

 

 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

10.00  Said Eucharist  

 (Common Worship) 

 

 

 

 

10.00 1st,  2nd and 3rd Sundays - Eucharist  
 

10.00 4th Sundays Child- friendly Eucharist  

Tuesdays   10.30  Eucharist 

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist   
 

And here’s what’s happening in the café each week: 

’ é  
Wednesdays 10.00 - 13.00      Coffee Shop  

Thursdays 14.00 – 16.00 Knit ‘n Natter 

Fridays 10.30 - 12.30 Coffee Shop  

12.30 – 14.00 Friday Lunch Club (Please book – see P17) 

Saturdays 10.00 - 13.00ish Coffee Shop  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
To contact Fr Michael, please phone 01293 
882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email 

rector@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293 

524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email 

vicarstb@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Gordon, phone 07802 432398. 

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 

email office@worthparish.org

  

David Anderson stbwarden@worthparish.org 

Rose Wells        stnwarden@worthparish.org

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org
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Think about it: 

GRACE is God making sure you get what you don't deserve. 

MERCY is God making sure that you don't get what you deserve. 

PEACE is what you enjoy when you accept His grace and mercy 

file:///G:/Shared%20drives/Publications/Magazine/2021%20Oct%20Nov%20starter%20v8%20Final%20without%20cover.docx%23_Toc83131432
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A note from your Ed  

On Fridays I usually go to a dance class – it is specially aimed at, shall we say, those with more experience 

of life!  It is called Musical Theatre because we dance to songs from the Musicals.  My favourite one at the 

moment is Flash, Bang, Wallop from ?? 

Look for the answer on p28.  How fitting it is for this summer with so many weddings and so many happy 

memories.  I hope you’ll forgive the editor’s indulgence of a page of photos from the wedding of our son 

Alex and his beautiful French bride Marianne here at St Nicholas’ – a truly wonderful occasion and our 

thanks go to Gordon for a brilliant service, partly in French too, and to Alex and the choir quartet, and 

finally to the bellringers who very kindly rang before and after with a faultless quarter peal!   So, it seems 

very fitting that we have quite a lot on Weddings in this issue. 

I know we had a tribute to Anthony Stidolph in the last mag, but the tribute which was read at his funeral 

in Cyprus was so moving, we felt that it should be included too.  So put the kettle on, make a cuppa and 

settle down for, what I hope you’ll find, is an interesting read. 

. 

Sue x 

 

Happiness is 

‘Something to do,  

something to love and  

something to hope for’ 

This quote is one of my Mum’s pictures on the wall in my parent’s house. 

Thinking about the next season of Autumn and Winter and all that we have to look forward to, this came 

to mind. I didn’t realise that it was a quote from Immanuel Kant the eminent German philosopher. 

Within the dynamic life of the church in our parish, there is plenty to do! Most groups are back; Toddlers, 

‘the hangout’ youth club, the Café, Friday Lunches, Knit and Natter, St Nicholas Circle, Mother’s Union, If 
you happen to find yourself with an hour or two spare, we can help with that! I must tell you about the 

Jigsaw Festival we have planned…….. 
 

We have each other to love and there are plenty of us to love and be loved. If you love music there are up 

and coming events at St Nicholas such as Evensong on the 26 September and Ensemble Reza on 26 

November. 
 

There is very much to look forward to in the life of the church in the coming season, we have Harvest 

first, when we celebrate the beauty and abundance of the earth, which is more than capable to provide for 

her inhabitants in my opinion as long as we treat the earth with respect. 
 

Then we have a time to remember those we love, but see no longer trusting that we will be reunited one 

day in heaven, then on Remembrance Day thanking those who have given their lives for us. 
 

We hurry on to Advent then attempt to try not to hurry too much to Christmas. We look forward to 

Olly Taylor’s Christmas Show, our Carols for All and by Candlelight, our Fair, Messy Christingle and Crib 

Services and yes Christmas, Christmas together not apart. 
 

If you are reading this and happiness seems far away for you, if you are lonely and feeling isolated, just by 

reading this you are part of a community. It is far from a perfect community but with bags of potential! We 

hope to go forward with gentleness born of wisdom and bring to the forefront of our lives what is good 

and of God. 

Our hope is eternal.  

Peace be with you, 

Reverend Sarah 
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Worth & Pound Hill Branch – all the best laid plans! 

June – October 2021 
 

In June we held our Branch Meeting with a Eucharist service at St Barnabas’, a lovely uplifting service, but we 

do miss singing.  During July we had planned to hold a Cream Tea fund-raising afternoon but we are now 

going to put all our efforts into our September Coffee Morning.  I am afraid you will have to wait until the 

next magazine to find out how we did; hope you came to support us! 

 

On Sunday 8 August Mothers’ Union featured in the morning services as we celebrated 

145 years since the founding of MU and the 100th anniversary of the death of our founder, 

Mary Sumner. Mary Fry gave a talk to the congregation at St Barnabas’ about our work, 

then afterwards sold home-made cakes with the coffee, raising over £56 for the “Summer 

of Hope” Appeal.  Thank you to all who supported this. 

 

Not to be outdone, Joan gave a talk at St Nicholas’, also on the work of Mothers’ Union and a brief history 

of Mary Sumner; we contributed to Mary’s Cake Sale.  After the talk at St Nicholas’ we received a donation 

towards the AFIA project; holidays for those in need of respite or a much-needed family holiday that they 

could not otherwise afford; thank you, it all helps to keep the project functioning.  

 

At the beginning of August, instead of an Outing to a crowded park or gardens, we had a lovely, enjoyable 
spaced-out, oops, socially distanced, Cream Tea at Haskins Garden Centre.  There was an opportunity to 

walk around the Centre, looking at all the “I’d like to have one of those”, items they have on sale. 

 

We are looking forward to having our Branch Eucharist on Thursday 23 September with perhaps a hymn or 

two. With fingers crossed and lots of prayers we may just do that.  

 

 

28 October will be our Branch’s 34th Birthday and we will 

celebrate with Songs of Praise, which will also be a memorial to our 

previous Branch Leader, Ivy Ratcliffe, who had been a loyal Member of 

MU for over 62 years and sadly died in January, may she rest in peace and rise in glory.  Please come and 

join us at St Barnabas’ at 16:00, when our Diocesan President will enrol Curate Greta as a Member. 

 

Joan, Mary, Simon, Jacky & Sue W. 

 

How great it is to be back in the ringing 

room again, even if we are still ringing in 

‘shifts’ to keep the numbers in our 

relatively small space down. Carolyn and 

Neil work very hard to work out a new 

plan each week according to who is 

available to ring and what each individual 

needs to practise. We have also enjoyed 

ringing for so many weddings.  
 Sue Perry  
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 St Nicholas’ Circle 
 

The speaker for the September meeting 

was former police officer Neil Sadler, with 

a talk titled “A Policeman’s Lot….”. 

Neil began his talk starting out in the 1970’s when he moved from the Isle of Man, 

where he was a teacher, to become a police officer in Bognor Regis. He told us that 

he had the Warrant number 006 – being the butt of many jokes of being not quite 

007 – and after 30 years as a police officer he retired in 2008, the same year his 

daughter joined; she now had the same Warrant number! 

Throughout his career, Neil worked in many exotic places such as Abu Dhabi, Hong 

Kong, Trinidad, Crawley and Haywards Heath! 

Neil recounted stories from his long career as well as describing the changes in equipment and uniform. He 

related how in the 1970’s the only protection the police officer had was a 14-inch wooden truncheon, or 

for the female officer a smaller one to fit in her handbag. Whereas now they have all sorts of equipment 

including pepper spray and Tasers. One of the many stories involved a collision between a milk float and a 

police patrol car; noting that the policeman involved subsequently left the police force, we were asked to 

guess what his next job was. It turned out it wasn’t the obvious thought of Milkman but turned out to be a 

Driving Instructor! 

In between the stories Neil played the theme tunes from various police television series, 

for many it was quite nostalgic as most of the series have long since left our television 

screens. Shows included, “Z-Cars”, “Hawaii Five-O”, “Bergerac” and “The Bill”. 

The entire talk was given with a sense of humour, making it a most enjoyable evening, 

and if you want to read more of his stories, he has written a book! 

Thank you, Max, for finding yet another interesting and engaging speaker. 

David Anderson 

 

St Nicholas’ Circle will meet again in person on 7 October 2021 at 19:30 in the Hall.  This follows a long 

break when we have met only on Zoom.  There will be Cheese and Wine, soft drinks, hot drinks and 

hopefully plenty to catch up on.  Everyone is welcome, just bring yourselves.  The evening will start with a 

short discussion over the plans for the group in 2021/2022.  For those who would like to comment, but 

cannot attend, some details are below. 

We will reflect on the reality of our group which has a reduced local membership with a reluctance to 

come out on Winter evenings, but an increasing wider UK membership. Annual Membership could be 

either as a subscribed member for a £10 or £20 donation which will pay for speakers, whilst unsubscribed 

members would be encouraged to donate to the Parish on a meeting-by-meeting basis. 

So, I am proposing Cheese and drinks evenings in May and October at St Barnabas’ - days/times would 

depend on the availability of the facilities.  Otherwise, talks would be held by Zoom to minimise cost and 

maximise the variety of speakers and audience.  However, I am looking at the possibility of some of the 

Summer talks (June and September) being held at St Barnabas’, subject to the availability of a large monitor 

which would connect us all together.                            Max 
 

So the plan might be like this 

January Break  July  Break 

February Paid Speaker via Zoom at home  August Break 

March Paid Speaker via Zoom at home  Sept Paid Speaker – at St B & at home 

April  Break  October Cheese & Wine 

May Cheese & Wine  Nov Life & Music on a desert isle Zoom 

June  Local Speaker – at St B and at home  Dec Break 
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Those lucky enough to attend the concert by The Queen’s Six (thequeenssix.co.uk) on 10 July, had the joy 

of hearing six of the finest choral singers in the land perform a superb wide-ranging programme of sacred 

and secular music from the sixteenth century on.  Based in Windsor Castle, lay clerks Tom, Dan, Nick, 

Dom, Andrew and Simon sing eight services a week in St George’s Chapel, as well as for Royal and other 

special occasions.  Most recently, three of them sang at Prince Philip’s funeral. 
 

The highlight of the first part of the concert was undoubtedly the setting of the Salve Regina by Hernando 

Franco (1532-85).  At more than nine and a half minutes long (the concentration required would be 

beyond most choirs), it was a masterclass in sustained, seemingly effortless, mellifluous singing.  From 

there, the programme took a lighter and varied turn with, among others, arrangements of traditional songs, 

‘Raggle Taggle Gypsies’ and ‘Early one morning’, Tom Lehrer’s sharply witty ’The Wiener schnitzel waltz’ 

and ‘Poisoning pigeons in the park’ concluding with ‘I’m gonna be (500 miles)’ and ’The Power of Love’; all 

delivered with great style and verve. 
 

The concert raised money for one of our parish charities, 

Tariro UK (tarirouk.com). Tariro was set up as a UK charity 

in 2009.  The number of young people cared for by Tariro 

UK funded projects has risen from 10 in 2009 to 47 in 2021.  

Aid organisations in Zimbabwe have typically tended to focus 

on supporting younger children, who, when they reach their 

teenage years, are left to fend for themselves in a country 

with unemployment rates estimated at 80-90%.  Rather than 

attempt large-scale feeding programmes, or the support of 

many children for a limited amount of time, the founders of 

Tariro UK decided to raise money to fund projects 

supporting individual children in family-like environments, 

fulfilling their different needs through school and into 

adulthood, ensuring all young people are cared for until they 

can care for themselves. 
 

The Covid-capacity audience at the July concert was hugely appreciative and conscious of the rare privilege 

they had enjoyed and I am delighted to report the evening was greatly enjoyed by The Queen’s Six 

themselves, as it was their first concert outside Windsor Castle since March 2020.  An unforgettable 

experience for all.                                                                                           Fr Michael 

 
Ensemble Reza Candlelit Concert  
Friday 26 November 7pm 

Tickets £12 Under 18s £3 
Available from www.ensemblereza.com 
  

Local professional musicians Ensemble Reza are  

Excited to be bringing their special Candlelit concert 

to St Nicholas' Church, Worth in November, featuring 

a popular American themed programme of music by  

Gershwin and Dvorak. 

  

Come and join us and enjoy an evening of beautiful music, in 

an idyllic candlelit setting and a warm glass of mulled wine.  

 

https://thequeenssix.co.uk/
https://tarirouk.com/
http://www.ensemblereza.com/
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A lot has been happening at St Barnabas’ over the summer. The first phase of the 
refurbishment has been completed with the installation of the automatic doors – making 

independent access possible for all. We continue to raise funds for the next phase of 

the refurbishment to provide level access into the church through the Narthex. The 

Saturday Markets – that resumed in early summer – 

have been particularly successful in raising funds for the 

refurbishment; thanks to Phyl for organising these. 

Look out for future markets and come and support us 

whilst enjoying homemade cake and coffee in the Café. 

There is always plenty to do, particularly in keeping the grounds neat and 

tidy, so if you have budding green fingers (no experience needed) why not 

come and join us? 

Whilst Phyl has been very successful in securing grants for the 

refurbishment work, she has also secured a grant of £1000 from the Arnold 

Clark Community Fund to help us through the effects of the Covid19 

pandemic so that we can continue our work in the community. These funds 

will be a great help to us for replenishing foodstuffs for the Café, Friday 

Lunches, Toddlers, and so on. 

In June, we were pleased to have the wedding of Amber and Iain at St Barnabas’, the first wedding since 

2012. The church looked wonderful, thanks to the Flower Ladies, and the patio/bible garden provided a 

lovely location for the photographs. 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

    

 

We’ve also had some new families join us and in July we had the Baptism of Neave Grace. 

Since the refurbishment, the Café at St Barnabas’ has been thriving, opening for homemade cake and coffee, 

etc. every Wednesday and Saturday from 10:00 to 13:00. It is a great place to drop in and meet friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It also hosts “Friday Lunches” (tickets from the Church Office), as well as being the home for various 

community groups.                                                                                                           David Anderson 
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   Churchwarden Update 

My role as a Churchwarden of Worth Parish started officially on 4 August 2021 at St Andrew’s Church 

Furnace Green with the Archdeacon’s Visitation.  It was an interesting event: part service, part legal, part 

administrative but, thanks to Covid, No Party ! 

I swore the Oath: 

‘I do solemnly and sincerely declare that I will faithfully and diligently perform the duties of the office of 

Churchwarden in my Parish and, according to the best of my skill and knowledge will present such reports as are 

required by the Laws Ecclesiastical of this realm.’ 

And said the Prayer: 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, renew in us the gift of your Holy Spirit for the work of your Churchwardens: We 

dedicate ourselves to you for this task and ask that you increase our faith, our hope and our love and give us 

strength to serve you with all our hearts through our crucified, risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ Amen 

And, all of a sudden, I have a whole new set of Roles and Responsibilities. I find myself on a steep learning 

curve following in the footsteps of Shirley Sidaway, Geoff Oxlade, Rosemary Cordan and the remarkable 

Gerald Sandwell, and hope and pray that with time and experience I can live up to the skills and dedication 

they each brought to the Churchwarden’s work.  

Strangely, my medical career has seen me regularly starting new jobs in August (when the newly qualified 

doctors arrive en masse to take up their first posts). Continuity of care always required a good handover 

and continuing the treatment plans already in place. These good practices have stood me in good stead and 

I am so grateful to Gerald and to Father Michael for their patience and support in inducting me into the 

required care of my oldest ever charge, St Nicholas’ Church Worth. 

I am pleased to report the successful completion of the work on the church tower and what a joy to hear 

our church bells ringing out again after Covid restrictions were lifted and with the damaged structure well-

restored. The replacement of the down pipes stolen from us last Christmas night has proved a lengthy and 

complex project. We are still awaiting the installation of the specially cast new pipes to replace the 

emergency plastic (very non Saxon!) put in place in the bleak midwinter of last year. When we finally see 

this project reaching completion we plan to use the scaffolding required to allow some necessary roof 

repairs and cleaning of the gutters. A watertight church will be a great result. 

Having achieved a dry church, our attention needs to focus next on maintaining a warm church. To this 

end we are planning to replace our current boiler which, at about 30 years of age, is definitely ‘living on 

borrowed time’. Whilst this will require a considerable financial outlay we must see it as an opportunity to 

play our own necessary part in the Church of England’s target to be ’carbon net zero by 2030’. Going 

forward into a new chapter of our ancient church’s history, a Parish Energy Plan will become an important 

guide to our future life and work for the Parish. We need collective Vision, Commitment and Prayer to 

make this happen. Thank you for any kind of help you can offer us. 

Rose Wells  

The PCC met immediately after the APCM (on 16 May) 
 

Vice chairman of PCC 

Colin Smith this was elected. 
 

 Standing Committee Members 

Fr Michael Boag, Revd Sarah Upchurch, (clergy) 

Rose Wells (warden), David Anderson (warden),  

Anita Wilkinson (safeguarding) 

 

The first Ordinary meeting of the PCC to be on 5 August 2021 

(TBC) 

Fr Michael thanked the PCC for all their work during 2020/21 
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and PCC Meeting    St Barnabas’ Church, 16 May 2021 

 

After prayers and approval of last year’s minutes, Gerald Sandwell, the retiring churchwarden, was thanked 

heartily for his efforts over the last few years.  

This was followed by elections of the new Churchwardens / Trustees (by custom, one from each church): 

for St Nicholas’: Rose Wells; for St Barnabas’: David Anderson 

This was followed by a variety of reports: Electoral Roll, Finance and Fabric of the churches, all of which 

are available on application and most of which is in the Annual Report. 
 

The Churchwardens’ report from both St Nicholas’ and St Barnabas’ referred to: filming of all our major 

festivals, Nativity plays, Easter and of course all the usual Church services, for which Tony Chamier was 

heartily thanked. Also thanks to Sue Perry for all her work in the Office, working shorter hours and mostly 

from home. Gardeners, cleaners, flower arrangers, all volunteers, music and choir members and Mothers’ 

Union all played a major part in keeping our community thriving. Zoom meetings kept alive Prayer groups, 

Julian and Homegroups; thanks to all for their dedication to this. Rev Greta whose assignment to our Parish 

has been so very welcome; getting involved immediately, by starting a Saturday Zoom coffee morning. 
 

Renovation work has been in progress, most of which has made both churches more user-friendly. The Bell 

ringers can’t wait to get back to the Tower; Neil Dobson has played recorded bells on Sunday mornings. 

The new Café is now ready; St Nicholas’ has also been adorned by a new candle stand, with a statue of Our 

Lady of Walsingham, and the whole blessed by Bishop Martin, also blessing of the Garden of Remembrance. 
 

Anita Wilkinson, safeguarding officer, is up to date with all the paperwork and training required for the 

work and mission of the Parish. 
 

Then followed Elections of Two Deputy Wardens/Trustees (by custom, one from each church) Only St 

Nicholas’ will have a Deputy Warden, Colin Smith who was elected in 2020.  Also with regard to the 

Parochial Church Council Members/Trustees, Joan Tick resigned from the PCC earlier in the year for 

personal family reasons; all other Trustees were duly elected at last APCM. Greta the Curate joins PCC 

Ex-officio. Sebastian Pelissier has been nominated as the Parish representative to the Deanery Synod. 
 

Other appointments were discussed: It was proposed to retain Richard, Place and Dobson as the 

independent Examiner. Our Web site is well-established, and we are seeking a volunteer to maintain the 

site and to help keep us to the forefront of the community. Stuart Sharpe has retired as our Stewardship 

Officer, so once again we are looking for a volunteer to replace 

him. Phyl Pennell has agreed to carry on as fundraiser. Fr Michael 

thanked her for all the fund-raising she had managed to secure 

from many charities. The meeting showed its appreciation. 
 

Other Business 
 

Parish Giving: Stuart Sharpe is standing down; it was 

agreed we would look into an appointment at the next 

PCC meeting. 
 

Donations: During the year this has declined in terms of 

cash, however, the card reader has proved very 

beneficial. 
 

Volunteers: Revd Sarah thanked all the volunteers and 

supporters who carried on during 2020. Keeping in touch 

with vulnerable, elderly and unwell Parishioners. She 

stating that we need to carry this mission into 2021/22. 
 

Date of next APCM: 3 April 2022 (TBC)  
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  September 2021 
 

I was astonished to realise that it’s been over a year since I wrote news of our Home Group.  

My! How time flies! 

Our Home Group continues to zoom fortnightly on Tuesday evenings and is ten strong on good days, with 

no prior commitments and a following wind, but more usually a group of eight. 
  

Since I last wrote, we have chewed over the Book of Revelation.  It’s so little read in church, or 

elsewhere for that matter, and has been somewhat hi-jacked by apocalyptic films and/or misinterpreted by 

conspiracy theorists and doom merchants, that we decided we ought to see for ourselves what it said.  

We quickly realised it is not a chronological sequence of events, future or otherwise, but relies heavily on 

analogy and allegory of scripture resulting in God’s victory over the forces of evil told in repeated cycles of 

tragedy and triumph. 
 

By the time we finished Revelation it was Lent so we then read and discussed the ‘defence statements’ of 

those accused of being responsible for the death of Christ in Stephen Cottrell’s ‘The Nail’: Peter, 

Judas, the centurion, Pilate, Mary Magdalene, Caiaphas and Pilate’s wife. These are very imaginatively 

written and led to good discussions. 
 

We then embarked upon a virtual pilgrimage to the Holy Land with James Martin SJ, in the company of a 
fellow Catholic priest (and prison chaplain) George, in Jesus: A Pilgrimage. 

This is a very accessible and delightful book: part travelogue, part biography, part meditative reflections 

and, in these sad times, the nearest we are likely to get to Jerusalem or Galilee for quite a while.  We all 

found it entertaining, informative and, in many places, illuminating and thought-provoking, giving rise to our 

own personal insights which we could share.Now that this journey has come to an end, and in view of the 

latest refugee crisis, we are turning to the Book of Ruth as a quick reminder of what faith, trust and 

altruism can do in a time of despair and flight. 
 

After Ruth, we are looking at a selection of 

individually recommended psalms and 
thereafter….. who knows?  

Possibly Women in the Bible…..possibly a closer look at 

the parables of Christ….  

Stay tuned for future updates! 
 

Linda Eells 
 

PS: If any Home Group, or any individual, would like to 

borrow The Nail and/or Jesus: A Pilgrimage, we 

certainly have enough copies and a willingness to lend 

them.  
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             1954-2021 A Tribute by Geoffrey Randells  

I first met Anthony in the late summer of 1979 at St Stephen’s House theological college in Oxford. It became 

immediately obvious that Anthony was an extremely talented musician. While still a student he was the 

‘Kapellmeister’ with responsibility for the entire music schedule. He was especially skilled as an organist and 

he wrote a number of Mass settings while at the college. He was also on the Oxford circuit as a recitalist 

where, of course, the pool of talent is very strong. Regularly, you’d see billboards detailing a forthcoming 

series of recitals and among the organ scholars from major colleges of the university, one would find ‘Anthony 

Stidolph – St Stephen’s House’. 
 

Anthony was born in South Shields on 24 November 1954. His real first name of Robert came from his 

favourite uncle Robbie. He was the only child of an unhappy marriage between his mother Eleanor and his 

largely absentee father Ronald, known as Ronnie. His mother was a strikingly beautiful woman and it was I 

suppose mainly from her that Anthony inherited his own good looks. Unfortunately, Eleanor suffered from 

mental illness for most of her adult life and found it difficult to be in company or unfamiliar closed spaces. 
 

One of the first stories I remember Anthony telling me was that since his mother often couldn’t leave the 

house, he would be sent to the Trustee Savings Bank to draw money that his father should have sent from 

his job in the merchant Navy. And his acute embarrassment of getting to the front of the queue only to be 

told, more often than not, that there was no money in the account. In these circumstances, Eleanor relied 

heavily on her sisters Lily and Winnie. They were both very strong women and it was these two Aunties, 

both married but with only one child between them (Anthony’s late cousin, Kenneth) that played a major 

part, along with his grandmother, in Anthony’s upbringing. Both of Anthony’s parents died at relatively young 
ages, his mother in her early seventies and his father, who struggled with alcohol which exacerbated other 

medical conditions, eventually took his own life in his late sixties. It’s perhaps no surprise that Anthony was 

very keen to get away from his home environment. He was delighted to be offered a place to study the organ 

at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire and it is from this point that we see the formation of the confident, 

vivacious, accomplished and attractive character we have known and loved. 
 

His potential as a musician and, no doubt, his attractive personality was spotted by his tutor, Dr John Bishop, 

and they became lifelong friends. Indeed, one aspect running through his life was that in addition to gathering 

many friends of his own age (many people achieve this) he also formed long term bonds with his teachers 

and mentors whether in the music field or in the Church. Some I suppose were surrogate parents; but 

Anthony was always very grateful for what they did for him, and they could see that this was a genuine and 

entirely uncalculated response and they simply liked him for it. 
 

Anthony’s church life began in the choir in South Shields and his vocation was nurtured by contact with a number 

of priests in Birmingham several of whom became lifelong friends. He was ordained Deacon in the summer of 

1980 in Chichester Cathedral by Bishop Eric Kemp to serve his title at All Saints’ Hove. He instantly became 

extremely popular with the large and mainly middle-class congregation, and it was another strength of his that 

despite his very humble background he appeared classless and could get on with anyone. 
 

All seemed set fair, even idyllic, but then tragedy struck. The vicar became ill and soon died aged only forty. 

I remember Anthony weeping bitterly the day Clifford Doyle died, leaving a young widow and three children; 

the emotional release partly a response to the loss of his vicar and mentor whom he had grown close to in 

a relatively short period of time and partly the realization that the easy life of the new young curate that 

everyone wanted around their dinner table had come to an abrupt end and he had to step up and run a 

major parish with all the attendant challenges and complexities. Unusually therefore, he was ordained Priest 

just five months after being made Deacon and presided at the Holy Eucharist for the first time the next day 

which happened to be his twenty-sixth birthday. 
 

Anthony threw himself whole-heartedly into this new role, winning the respect of both the local congregation 

and senior officials in the diocese. One aspect of his professional life that became clear at this point was 

despite what might have looked like an easy-going manner, he was always most diligent with his 

responsibilities, including what might be called mundane admin. 

Eric Kemp appointed Anthony as Team Vicar of St Luke’s Queen’s Park, Brighton in 1984 and it was here 

that Anthony discovered his vocation for youth ministry and started a youth club. This was both ambitious 

and brave as most clergy put this into the ‘too difficult box’. Even though Anthony was only there for three 
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years, and it is more than thirty years ago, he is still remembered and well-loved in the parish. From the 

beginning Anthony took great care with sermon preparation and was a fine homilist. His communication 

skills were noticed beyond the pulpit and parish, and he became a regular contributor to local radio and even 

‘Thought for the Day’ on Radio 4. 
 

While at St Luke’s, Anthony became involved with two schools: Roedean, the well-known girls’ school just 

outside Brighton and St John’s, a school for children with learning and behavioural difficulties. So, as well as 

running a busy Brighton parish, he was also part-time chaplain of a special school and an elite girls’ boarding 

school, all at the same time. His reputation grew so much that he was effectively headhunted to become the 

fulltime chaplain of Cheltenham College in 1987. Anthony spent the next seventeen years in the role of 

senior Chaplain at three of the most famous schools in the country, moving on to Wellington in 1994 and 

Radley in the year 2001. 
 

Anthony was not conventionally academic and it surprised some that he was appointed to these top positions. But for 

sure, you do not reach and then hold jobs like that over such a long period without having something very special to 

offer. The school hierarchies evidently thought so, but so also did the student body. Anthony never wore his piety on 

his cassock sleeve, but a former pupil (at Cheltenham) said to me that ‘by what he said both in and out of chapel and 

the way he conducted himself and cared especially for those that were having a difficult time, Anthony had made the 

Christian faith make sense to him.’ 
 

From Wellington, a member of the music department wrote to me saying that Anthony earned the respect of pupils, 

staff and families alike. Also, that his musical expertise and skill as a performer were greatly appreciated, recalling both 

relatively cerebral organ recitals, piano solos and duets with pupils as well as his rendition of 

‘supercalifragilisticexpialidocious’ sung backwards! 
 

Anthony’s significant contribution to education in the Oxford diocese was recognized when he was made a canon of 

Christ Church Cathedral in 2000. And so it was that on a cold winter’s day his friends watched as the boy from an 

underprivileged background on Tyneside was led by Bishop Richard Harries to his own stall in Oxford cathedral, one 

of the most prestigious canonries in the whole Anglican communion. 
 

In 2005 Anthony returned to parish ministry as Rector of Worth parish, back in the Chichester diocese. There were 

good times here and he was an accomplished dinner party host. He often invited friends and parishioners to the 

rectory and these occasions usually morphed into musical soirees. But he also suffered from serious bouts of anxiety, 

such that on some Sundays he was only able to function with the aid of prescribed medication. It’s a tribute to the 

Christian community in Worth that quietly observing his problems they cared for him as much as he cared for them, 

surely the measure of how a true Christian community should treat its members whether lay or clerical. And in what 

you might think was a relatively fallow period of Anthony’s ministry, a lady that I don’t know wrote to tell me that he 

has a special place in her heart and that she owed her membership of the Church to him. 
 

There was one more phase when Anthony seemed his old self again and that was at Peterhouse Zimbabwe, the premier 

independent school in that magnificently beautiful but so poorly governed country. The student base was roughly 50/50 

black and white and he again was very popular with all sections of the community. It was like old times really; he was 

highly effective and perhaps his approach which might have been a bit out of date in England suited this more traditional 

environment. He enjoyed both the school and Africa, so much that he would have been happy to retire there if it had 

been politically possible. 
 

And so he came to Cyprus for reasons that will need no explanation for the congregation here today! He always 

enjoyed the sun; it made him feel better and helped his skin condition. It was actually by chance that the church had 

some vacancies soon after arriving. He wasn’t sure about applying but 

a part time ministry seemed a good way of serving the church in 

Paphos and, of course, to meet new friends, who supported Anthony 

in these last few, at times, difficult years. Especially during his final 

illness, where he received the most loving care from folks that anyone 

would want around their bedside as life drains away.  
 

Having known Anthony for over forty years, it’s always struck me how 

many friends he gathered from so many different aspects of his life. 

Yet, despite the importance he placed on friendship and his 

commitment to all sorts of friends, somehow, he never seemed to be 

fully aware as to just how loved he was and by how many people.                                                                                                          

Geoffrey Randells 
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Although the customs surrounding the social aspects of weddings expanded dramatically during the 

Victorian period, and especially in the last quarter of the twentieth century, marriage and weddings are 

almost entirely rooted in the medieval period. 

Even up to the seventeenth century only up to 16% of people failed to marry, and most of these were 

clergy and nuns.  The mean age of marriage in the sixteenth century was 29 for men and 26 for women; up 

to 30% of marriages were of widows and widowers. 

Before the mid-eleventh century marriage was simply the social contract of a couple exchanging vows, but 

the Church developed a legal system emphasising free choice and understanding.  Marriages made with 

‘laughter and gest’ were frowned upon, as was the use of rush-rings or rings made of ‘vile material’.  From 

1076, the Council of Winchester required the blessing of a priest, and partners of the marriage had to be 

at least 12 years of age for girls and 14 for boys.  ‘Marriage’ of younger couples did occur, especially for 

dynastic reasons, but child marriages were only provisional until later confirmed.  Even from the ninth 

century seven degrees of kinship were prohibited, although the Fourth Lateran Council reduced this to 

four in 1215.  Affinity, preventing marriages, included other than blood relatives – for example, the children 

of godparents. 

The publishing of banns dates from the Council of Westminster in 1200, 
and marriages could not take place during three penitential periods: 

Advent up to the octave of Epiphany; Septuagesima up to the octave of 

Easter; and from the Rogations up until the octave of Pentecost. 

Weddings had to take place at a parish church or a chapel of ease.  

Unusually (to us) the wedding took place in the porch or outside the 

West door (like certain other ceremonies such as the Churching of 

Women), before moving into the church for Mass.  As Mass had 

generally to be held before 10:00, weddings took place early in the day.  

All, including the guests, would have been to confession, and be fasting.  

The church was likely to be specially decorated. 

The wedding service would seem very familiar to us.  The various 

prayers, and the vows, were essentially as we still use.  The groom 

placed a ring, and symbolic money, on the priest’s book before placing 

the ring upon the bride’s right ring finger, having nominated the Trinity 

on the first three fingers.  The ring was not placed upon the bride’s left hand until 1549; on the fourth 

finger as it was believed that a vein ran directly from there to the heart.  A nuptial mass followed in church 

with a pall or veil held over the marriage couple. 

Special clothes and jewellery were worn, especially by the bride, and churches or 

guilds sometimes had items to loan to those unable to afford them.  The couple 

received presents at the door of the church after the service.  The ‘bride-ale’ 

followed (the early time is probably the origin of our ‘wedding breakfast’).  It was 

common for the bride to wear a crown of wheat, and grain was thrown over her as 

she entered the house.  The meal, when it could be afforded, was 

five courses: frumenty, goose, pork, capon and swan.  ‘Bridecake’ 

sometimes followed. 

When the newly married couple eventually retired, they were 

blessed and asperged by the priest in bed, then left discreetly alone. 

(Church Mouse is indebted to Nicholas Orme’s new book Church Going in Medieval 

England for much of the above information.) 

Church Mouse 
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Congratulations & Blessings for long and happy 

marriages to you all  

 

 

Steven Brock & Mari Sutton 

 

MAY : Kyle Bolter & Joy Shepheard 

 

Alex Perry & Marianne Ferrari 

 

JUNE: Iain Hills & Amber Vincent 

 

Fraser Marten & Adrienne Hall 

 

JULY: Antony Dixon & Kim Heath  SEPTEMBER: Sean George & Joanne Marriott 

 

Samuel Wood & Shannon Richman 

 

Grant Webb & Danielle Milborrow 

 

Daniel Smith & Jodie Jenkins 

 

Leon Civale & Laura Brumfitt  

 

AUGUST: Brodie Fawcett & Portia Denny 

 

Scott Baker & Lauren Keating 

 

Matthew Flook & Victoria Litt 

 

Jonathan Jones & Kirsty Franks  

 

David Smart & Alice Ford 

 

OCTOBER: George Ollis-Brown & Charlotte Faber 
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Tea for two....and three....and four  ( ) 
 

On a glorious sunny day in late August the flower 

ladies from St Barnabas’ spent a lovely afternoon at 

Alexander House Hotel in Turners Hill having 

afternoon tea.  It was a joy to be able to meet in such 

beautiful, peaceful surroundings and finally catch up 

with one another, and to do so without so many 

restrictions, after so many months.  The tea was 

fabulous and plentiful.  I think a couple of extra 

pounds may have been gained before we left the 

table!! 
 

After catching up with news of our families over the last few months, we discussed ideas 

for the future with regard to the flowers at St Barnabas’.  It was lovely to hear the ideas we 

all have, and look forward to seeing them develop in the future. 
 

While we were having tea, we were treated to a wedding party who came out to have 

photographs taken on the lawn, which was delightful, seeing so many guests being able to 

attend a wedding again.  The bride looked stunning, the attendants adorable … .and the 

groom didn't look half bad either!!! 
 

Suffice to say, a good time was had by all; a lovely afternoon spent in beautiful surroundings 

and very good company.  We all enjoyed a giggle when, at the end of the afternoon, as we 

were about to leave, a slight misunderstanding between our lovely waitress and myself led 

me to believe she had just asked me to do the washing up … I declined as I didn't have my 

marigolds with me!! 
 

We look forward to our next little sojourn; where will our travels take us: Paris, Rome, 

Bognor?? 
 

Jane Stanford 
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Nadia Boltz-Weber writes and speaks about personal failings, recovery, grace, faith. She says 'she always 

sits in the corner with the other weirdoes.’  Reflecting on the Beatitudes, a traditional reading for All Saints 

Day, she wrote, ‘What if the Beatitudes aren’t about a list of conditions we should try and meet to be 

blessed. What if Jesus saying 'blessed are the meek' is not instructive, what if it’s performative, meaning the 

pronouncement of blessing is actually what confers the blessing itself. I like to imagine Jesus standing among 

us saying: 

 

Blessed are the agnostics. 

Blessed are they who doubt. Those who aren’t sure, who can still be surprised. 

Blessed are they who are spiritually impoverished and therefore not so certain about everything that they 

no longer take in new information. 

Blessed are those who have nothing to offer. 

Blessed are the preschoolers who cut in line at communion. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit. You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you. 

Blessed are they for whom death is not an abstraction. 

Blessed are they who have buried their loved ones, for whom tears could fill an ocean. 
Blessed are they who have loved enough to know what loss feels like. 

Blessed are the mothers of the miscarried. 

Blessed are they who don’t have the luxury of taking things for granted anymore. 

Blessed are they who can’t fall apart because they have to keep it together for everyone else. 

Blessed are those who “still aren’t over it yet.” 

Blessed are those who mourn. You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you. 

Blessed are those who no one else notices. The kids who sit alone at middle-school lunch tables. The 

laundry guys at the hospital. The sex workers and the night-shift street sweepers. 

Blessed are the forgotten. 

Blessed are the closeted. 

Blessed are the unemployed, the unimpressive, the underrepresented. 

Blessed are the teens who have to figure out ways to hide the new cuts on their arms. 

Blessed are the meek. You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you. 

Blessed are the wrongly accused, the ones who never catch a break, the ones for whom life is hard, for 

Jesus chose to surround himself with people like them. 

Blessed are those without documentation. 

Blessed are the ones without lobbyists. 

Blessed are foster kids and special-ed kids and every other kid who just wants to feel safe and loved. 

Blessed are those who make terrible business decisions for the sake of people. 

Blessed are the burned-out social workers and the overworked teachers and the pro bono case takers. 

Blessed are the kind hearted football players and the fundraising trophy wives. 

Blessed are the kids who step between the bullies and the weak. 

Blessed are they who hear that they are forgiven. 

Blessed is everyone who has ever forgiven me when I didn’t deserve it. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they totally get it.' 

Nadia Bolz-Weber (nadiabolzweber.com) is an ordained Lutheran Pastor, author and broadcaster, founder 

of the House for All Sinners & Saints in Denver, 

Colorado. 

 

Fr Michael 

  

https://nadiabolzweber.com/
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Here are some more punctuation marks which, if not entirely extinct, are under serious threat. 

You probably recognise this as the tilde.  It was originally used to indicate an omission – often 

to save space and ink.  In this way, in Spanish, the Latin annus became año.  Later, in Spanish and 

Portuguese it became a distinct sound. 

Mathematically the tilde was used to indicate an inexact number: 3~5 (between 3 and 5) oranges, or ~10 

(about 10) minutes, and so it stayed on a standard keyboard.  It has been revived in the internet age and, 

for example, ‘~hey~’ may open an online flirtation.  However, its most prominent current usage is on 

Twitter where the tilde is used around clichéd words or phrases, or to indicate that something is 

problematic, but of which the user is aware.  I wonder where it will go next? 

 

This is a hedera and is what it looks like – an ivy leaf.  It is sometimes called a fleuron and 

also referred to as the printer’s heart.  With the introduction of printing, previously hand 

drawn, it was used to indicate the opening of a paragraph, or an important section of text.  

It was also used to create decorative lines. 

It continues in modern fonts, notably Zapf Dingbats and in Minion Pro, but you can easily find it at 

Edit/Emoji & symbols/Punctuation.  It remains a useful decorative symbol. 

 

The manicule (little hand) is a mark which can also indicate the beginning of a paragraph, or 

an important point in the text.  It was first used in the Domesday Book in 1086 and continued 

in regular use for a period from the 12th century. 

With the introduction of printing it fell from use although readers continued to annotate their own books 

by drawing it in the margin.  The manicule fell from grace with disapproval of writing in books (with which I 

cannot disagree) but has now been replaced by the fluorescent highlighter.  It is still seen in advertising and 

posters to direct attention; and you may have noticed that, if you move your computer cursor over a link, 

it turns into a pointing hand – a manicule. 

Finally, the snark or snark mark.  It was created in 2007 and, placed at the end of a sentence, 

as a way of indicating sarcasm or irony.  Although a useful idea, it cannot yet be said to have 
caught on.  In fact, you are most unlikely to be able to find it on your computer, without 

investing in special fonts.  Rather ironic, really. 

 

If you want further information there is an excellent little book just published by the Bodleian Library: Hyphens and 

Hashtags by Claire Cock-Starkey, or a longer discussion in Making a Point: The Persnickety 

Story of English Punctuation by David Crystal.  

Church Mouse 

 

Punctuation matters! 
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It has been so lovely to see so many friendly faces this week, it was 

definitely good to be back to normal My favourite part was singing 

time today - it melted my heart to have all the children together having such a fun time! What did you 

and your little ones most enjoy?                                                       Jenny Dobson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School has not been meeting formally due to Covid19 restrictions, and what would have been the 

summer break, but the Children’s Corner has been “manned” during all our services so that we can welcome 

the children and provide activities for them. As the new school year starts, we will be restarting Sunday 

School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

So good to be back having baptism services too!  What with catching up with the backlog and trying to 

keep an element of social distancing by having only one family at each baptism service, our clergy having 

been very busy! 

Welcome to our faith 

 

Honey Caitlin Burns Reuben Mark Elliott 

Albert Thomas Andrew Grimshaw Lollie Sofia Da Silva 

Erin Hope Laing Ayda Florence Pullin 

Freya Lily-Anne Welberry Rosie Marie Robb 

Charles George Kneen Asprey Lorenzo Angelo Short 

Romeo James Ortyl Cullen Aria Isobel Brenda Short 

Teddie Grace Gurr Austin George Murray  

Noa Rose Gurr The Maidman family – Thomas Edward,  

Neave Grace Lane Olivia Pearl, Harper Rose, Jude Antony, 

Teddie Thomas 
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I hope you all had a good summer and were able to experience 

a sense of ‘cautious’ freedom compared to the spring.  As a 

spaniel I enjoy my freedom very much and I especially like to 

run off-lead, but for some strange reason my humans only let 

me do this in enclosed areas that are free of picnickers (I’ll tell 

you that story one day) so I guess I’m also cautiously free.  

However, when I’m off-lead in the ‘enclosed area’ I do so love 

to find an escape route so that I can ‘go missing’ for a while.  

This of course worries my humans, but I always come bounding 

back, tongue rolling out, ready to be made a fuss of.  Strangely 

though, I end up back on my lead after that.  I wonder why? 

Did you know that stroking dogs can be an antidote to worry? Stroking a dog is 

scientifically proven to reduce stress and even lower blood pressure!  That’s my excuse for 

always ensuring that I get lots of cuddles!  There is no need for my humans to know that 

petting a cat also has the same effect, sshh we can keep that fact just between us. 

Must go … It’s time for cuddles. 

Shadow  

It has been a long time away, but there is light at the end of the tunnel.  All being well 

hopefully we will back being truly messy at St Barnabas’ in November. So all being well 

we will be starting on Sat 13 Nov and on Wed 17 Nov with the Parable of the Lost 

Sheep. December will see our Christingle Service on Sat 11 and Wed 15 Dec. So please 

come and join us – anyone of any age who wants to make memories with us.  
 

Blessings  

Sue 
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Come and celebrate with us! 

At St Barnabas’, Sunday School is every 

week and the 4th Sunday every  

month is especially child-friendly  

St Nicholas 

3 Oct – Harvest   
31 Oct – All Saints 

28 Nov - Advent 1  

24 Dec -  Crib Service 

And All of Christmas ! 

Over the summer the Hangout youth group had a break from the regular weekly sessions but did meet for 

a gardening session in the Jubilee Garden – which is looking really neat and tidy – thank you to all those 

who were able to help. The regular sessions have now resumed on Friday evenings from 19:00 to 20:30 

during term time, and its free. If you’re in years 7 – 11 why not come and join us? 

A grant for £500 has just been received from Sussex Police, thanks to the local PCSO team and Sarah, to 

help us improve the Hangout facilities. The cheque was handed over by PCSO Anna Urbanczyk at a recent 

gathering of the Hangout. It was great to see Anna at the Hangout, where she spent time talking to everyone 

to find out more about the activities we have and what the youngsters wanted to do. 

Contact: youth@worthparish.org or Revd Sarah Upchurch (01293) 524804. 

Your hangout team 

What is a tilde? 

Who was ringing bell number 4 at 8.25 on  

9 September? 

When was Tariro set up as a UK charity? 

Where did Amber and Iain get married? 

Why was the fourth finger of left hand chosen for wearing 

a wedding ring?  

How many baptisms did we have across the summer?  

 

Under 16? Bring your answers to one of our child-friendly  

services and claim your prize! 

 

mailto:youth@worthparish.org
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Travelling far? - we recommend you check dates/times either on our website calendar, or with the Office. 

When?  What? Where? 

Sun 26 Sept 17:00 Choral Evensong  St Nicholas’ 

Sun 3 October 12:00 Harvest Festival Shared Lunch Pastoral Centre 

Mon 11 October 14:30 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 13 October 12:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Thur 28 October 15:45 Mothers’ Union Meeting St Barnabas’ 

Sat 30 October 10:00 Jumble Sale St Barnabas’ Hall 

Sun 31 October 16:30 All Souls’ Requiem Mass  St Nicholas’ 

Mon 8 November 14:30 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 10 November 12:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sat 13 November 20.00 Parish Quiz  Zoom 

Sun 14 November 10:00 Remembrance Sunday St Nicholas’ 

Wed 24 November 19:00 PCC meeting St Barnabas’ 

Thur 25 November 15:45 Mothers’ Union Meeting St Barnabas’ 

Fri 26 November 19:00 Candlelit Concert; Ensemble Reza St Nicholas’ 

Sun 28 November 16:30 Candlelit Advent Carol Service St Nicholas’ 

Fri 3 December 15:30 Christmas Fair St Barnabas’ 

Sat 4 December 15:30 Advent Study Day (tbc) Pastoral Centre 

Wed 8 December 12:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sun 12 December 16:00 Carols for All St Barnabas’ 

Mon 13 December 14:30 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Sat 11 December 15.30 Messy Christingle St Barnabas’ 

Wed 15 December 15:00 Messy Christingle St Barnabas’ 

Sun 19 December 18:30 Nine Lessons and Carols St Nicholas’ 

Tues 21 December 18:00 Blue Christmas St Barnabas’ 

Fri 24 December 14:00 Crib Service (tbc) St Barnabas’ 

Fri 24 December 16:00 Crib Service (tbc) St Nicholas’ 



30 

  

The answer to the question 

in the editorial is  

Half a Sixpence 
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Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 

0300 

111 

8150 
 

Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals Parish Office 

Bellringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, Church) Revd Sarah 

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens 

Children’s Society Ann Lane 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

 Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) Rose Wells 

Colin Smith 

Co-ordinator (Parish) Sue Perry 

Events Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Caroline Formby  

Lay) Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 

Giving (Donations etc) Sheila Dring 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Linda Eells 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Magazine Sue Perry 

Messy Church  Sue Walshe 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish)  (manned or ansaphone 24/7)  

Office at St Barnabas’ (not generally manned)  

PCC Chair Michael Boag 

PCC Secretary Liz Gallagher 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Treasurer  Sheila Dring 

Prayer Group Linda Eells 

Safeguarding Officer Anita Wilkinson 
Social Media David Anderson 

Stewardship Officer   

St Nicholas’ Circle Max Perry 

Sunday School Caroline Formby 

Toddlers  Jenny Dobson 

Website hello@worthparish.

org Weddings Parish Office 
 

Punctuation is a fabulous tool for controlling your reader - you even get to control where 

they breathe. That's what I call power!                                                   Nicola Morgan  

 

Hope. It's like a drop of honey, a field of tulips blooming in the springtime. It's a fresh rain, a 

whispered promise, a cloudless sky, the perfect punctuation mark at the end of a sentence. 

And it's the only thing in the world keeping me afloat.                              Tahereh Mafi   

https://www.quotemaster.org/qadcfeaf339bd89708757324771d4deb1
https://www.quotemaster.org/qadcfeaf339bd89708757324771d4deb1
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Nicola+Morgan
https://www.quotemaster.org/q07a77a2375cb8696e1cee923aa095719
https://www.quotemaster.org/q07a77a2375cb8696e1cee923aa095719
https://www.quotemaster.org/q07a77a2375cb8696e1cee923aa095719
https://www.quotemaster.org/q07a77a2375cb8696e1cee923aa095719
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Tahereh+Mafi
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  -  Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural 

Studies in the Gospels     Kenneth E Bailey  2008 
 

I only recently discovered this book and, if you too have missed it, I can very highly 

recommend it. 

Kenneth Bailey is a highly regarded New Testament scholar, but he has also lived for 

extended periods in the Middle East, is fluent in Arabic, NT Greek, Hebrew and 

Aramaic, and also knowledgeable about first century archaeology.  Although some 

parts of the book are a bit technical, it is very readable and suffused with Bailey’s 

observations and experience. 

I like to think that I know the Gospels quite well but reading this book greatly 

enhanced my understanding of so many things I thought I understood.  Bailey deals with, in turn: the 

Nativity, the Beatitudes, The Lord’s Prayer, Dramatic Actions of Jesus, Jesus and Women, and twelve of 

the Parables.  Throughout there are enriching insights.  Just three examples: 

The birth of Jesus almost certainly took place in the (single) main living 

room of relatives in Bethlehem, because the guest room was already 

occupied.  There was a ‘manger’ at the lower end of the room for the 

animals which were in the same space, but in an even lower area.  The 

conditions must have been satisfactory because the shepherds went 

away rejoicing.  They would have otherwise felt bound to put things 

right. 

We pray “Give us this day our daily bread.” But it may be better translated: “Give us (not me) today the 

bread (not cake) that does not run out.”  The emphasis is on deliverance from the fear that we may not 

have enough. 

In the Parable of the Good Samaritan it had not occurred to me how brave was the Samaritan in taking the 

injured Jew into Jericho.  He was extremely lucky not to get lynched.  And he had to make financial 

arrangements with the innkeeper to avoid the Jew being sold into slavery to meet any unpaid 

bills. 

But there is so much more to discover.  In all my reading this year, this is the religious book that 

has made the greatest impact.  Do give it a try!                                                   Church Mouse 

 
JOIN THE 100 CLUB 
Enter our monthly draw and help us raise 

funds for our many upcoming projects. 

Prizes of £100, £50 and £25 every month!  

Each month, a random number is selected 

by computer and if it’s yours, you win. 
Much better odds than the National 

Lottery! 

For £10 a month (standing order), you can 

buy a number for a whole year. You can 

have as many numbers as you like - the 

more numbers sold, the bigger the prize 

fund for you and the parish.   Why not 

encourage friends to join or give someone 

a number as a gift? 

Contact the Parish Office on 0300 111 

8150 

Or email office@worthparish.org 
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