
 

 

 

 
 

 



Rector Fr Michael Boag rector@worthparish.org 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd Sarah Upchurch vicarstb@worthparish.org 01293 524804 

Assistant Priest Revd Gordon Parry  gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 07802 432398 

Hon. Assistant Priest  Revd Francis Pole francis.pole@virgin.net 07764 752608.  

Curate Revd Greta curate@worthparish.org  

 

Our regular services are shown below. 

 ’,  ’,  
 

Sundays 

 

 

 

 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

10.00  Said Eucharist  

 (Common Worship) 

 

 

 

 

 

10.00 1st,  2nd and 3rd Sundays -  

 Eucharist  
 

10.00 4th Sundays 

Child- friendly Eucharist  

Tuesdays   10.30  Eucharist 

Wednesday    

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist   

Saturday   
 

 

And here’s what’s happening in the café each week: 

‘  
Tuesdays 10.30 - 12.00      Closed 

Thursdays  for 

Fridays 10.30 - 12.30 the 

12.30 time  

Saturdays 10.30 - 12.00 being 
 

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 

email office@worthparish.org   

To contact Fr Michael, please phone 01293 

882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email him at 

rector@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293 

524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email her at 

vicarstb@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Gordon, phone 07802 432398. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
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Oh, to be in England now that April’s there, 

And whoever walks in England sees, some morning, unaware, 

That the lowest boughs and brushwood sheaf 

Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf, 
While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough 

In England - now! 

Robert Browning 

 

file:///G:/Shared%20drives/Publications/Magazine/2021%20Apr%20May%2014.00%20Fri.docx%23_Toc67660763
file:///G:/Shared%20drives/Publications/Magazine/2021%20Apr%20May%2014.00%20Fri.docx%23_Toc67660768
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It is great to see lovely photos of people who used to be in 

the parish too.  During the last year, when the majority of 

our services have been online, it might have been difficult to 

keep up with all that has been going on with our parishioners.  

Pam has moved to live near her daughter in Exmouth, Pat C has moved near her 

daughter in Nottinghamshire and Wendy has moved even further north to be 

near her sister.  They all continue to receive this mag and I am sure you will join 

me in wishing them all well. 

I am sure many of you, like me, will have had your first Covid vaccination and are 

looking forward to the next. Many lessons have been learnt during this pandemic 

and I am sure that masks will stay firmly in our apparel as I, for one, will continue 

to wear mine when affected by any coughs or sneezes and especially on public 

transport.  

We have another interesting mag this time with some fascinating historical items 

that have come our way.  The St Nic’s Circle has some brilliant talks lined up, too 

So please make a cuppa, put your feet up, clear your mind and have a good   

read… 

Sue x 

 

Prepare for impact! 

Just lately, I keep thinking about the image of a space crew returning from a journey and re-entering the 

earth’s atmosphere; it is a tricky business.  Maybe a bit dramatic, but there are possible pointers for us in 

general which may help us as we return and ‘re-enter’ life where we start meeting up and being together 

again.  There is a lot to think about and consider. 

As with a space crew they need to take many things into consideration: the forces of gravity and drag, 

together with the friction of the air particles causing intense heat.  The speed and positioning of the 

spacecraft, the trajectory, the angle at which the spacecraft flies, the weather in the earth’s atmosphere 

and, I expect, a great many more calculations! 

When the crew leave orbit, to slow the ship down they actually fly backwards for a period of time to 

control their speed. 

They have to approach at a precise angle and the aircraft needs to be made of specialised heat resistant 

material. 

On return, the bodies of the space crew have changed, because of zero gravity, meaning that their bone 

density is depleted, muscles are affected and they are very weak.  

For each one of us returning to a sense of ‘new normality’ it might be a relief, for some it will be 

frightening and anxiety provoking.  I can’t wait to see my Mum and family in Hertfordshire; for some their 

loved ones have died.  We are not all in the same spaceship and we need to take command of our own!  

That way we can reduce ‘turbulence’ and re- integrate into life in a tailor-made, measured way which will 
be right for us as individuals. We might need to back pedal at times. 

Like the astronauts we have been living in a different time and space.  This may have affected us in different 

ways both physically and psychologically.  Tim Peake, when he landed, needed assistance and support to 

walk, he needed time to rehabilitate, so might we. We too will need time to adjust and get used to the 

new normal. 

Let us be patient with ourselves and each other as we are guided to in Colossians 3.12: 

“Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience”. 

Revd Sarah 

FWendy just before her move 
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Worth & Pound Hill Branch update ~ February – March 2021 
 

February is usually the month when we have our AGM, but as you will no doubt have guessed that did not 

happen, so our Committee remains the same: Simon as Treasurer, Joan as Secretary, and our fellow members 

are Jacky, Mary and Sue.  We are fewer in number Member-wise for various reasons - Pam moving, Shirley 

and Yvonne due to ill health, two members no longer able to attend and sadly, as you know, Ivy died in 

January. We are very much bereft, as you can imagine, but we must look forward, which is what 

Ivy, in particular, would want us to do. The light on our horizon is that we hope to be able to 

enrol our Assistant Curate, Greta, later in the year when we can have a Branch Meeting. 
 

We were unable to hold the MU Shriving Service on Shrove Tuesday but we were fortunate that Revd Sarah 
held an online Shriving service that Mothers’ Union members and others could watch.  We did, however, 

miss our Pancakes afterwards!  This service would usually be open to all MU members in the Crawley District 

and we would raise money for AFIA (Away From It All) holiday caravans in Sussex.  This is a Mothers’ Union 

Project where people in great need of a holiday (not just members) may go for respite at either Winchelsea 

or Selsey.  As none of the Branches have been able to fund-raise in the past year funds are very much 

depleted, site rent still needs to be paid and refurbishment undertaken, as well as deep cleaning because of 

the Covid restrictions.  Obviously, we have not had any visitors either.  Each Branch had been asked to find 

a way of raising money to ensure the project could continue, so as a Branch we asked our Members to 

donate some money for their “At home pancakes” in place of the money we would have raised after the 

service, while we served refreshments, with pancakes.  They were brilliant and we were able to send £125 

to the Fund.  Thank you one and all! 
 

The annual Wave of Prayer, when we pray for our Linked Dioceses across the world in Nigeria, Seoul, South 

Sudan, Uganda and Chichester, took on a different format this year. The last three years we have held it on 

the last Thursday of February just before the 10.30 Eucharist service at St Nicholas’. This year it was held 

on Zoom on a Sunday afternoon, with seven of us taking part and our other members joining in at home 

with the same service; although they were alone they were a part of our group, all praying the same prayers 

and reading the same readings.  We were united as ever. 
 

March 25 is Lady Day, The Annunciation, which is a very special day for all Mothers’ Union Members, when 

we give thanks for and remember a very special mother, Mary, the mother of our Lord and Saviour.  There 
will be a service online at 10.30 from St Nicholas’, technology permitting, when all of our Members will be 

able to watch and take part, remotely.  
 

One day soon we hope to be back to holding Branch Meetings and services and, as importantly, having fund-

raising activities.  Look out for future dates and come and join us to help raise money for our special projects, 

as we care for families at home as well as worldwide. 
 

Joan Tick on behalf of the Committee. Simon, Jacky, Mary & Sue. 

 

We may not be back to normal ringing yet, but this has not stopped us recognising 

significant events! Many thanks to Phil Mann for tolling 100 on the tenor for Captain Sir 

Tom Moore in February and for tolling 365 times on Tuesday 23 March 2021 as part of 

the National Day of Reflection. With our tenor bell weighing in at 9.75 cwt (nearly half 

a metric tonne) Phil says that his arms are a lot stronger now!            Neil Dobson  
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Ivy was a dedicated member of the Mothers’ Union; she was always ready to help with fund-

raising, serving teas and cakes, and making them, too.  She never forgot anyone’s birthday or 

what was happening within their family.  Ivy was a long serving member of MU and a founder 

Member of our Branch in 1984, giving us a wealth of information and guidance.  Ivy’s memory 

was second to none when it came to what we could, and ought not, do within Mothers’ Union 

and, what we had done in the past.  Woe betide anyone who forgot to pray for a deceased past 

Member at our Branch services, you never forgot a second time! 

Ivy became one of our long serving Branch Leaders and an excellent one at that; she provided some of the 

material for our Branch Banner, which is currently on display at St Barnabas’ and loved attending the 

Diocesan Meetings, the annual Worldwide AGMs around the country, and going on our summer Outings. 
 

Ivy’s prayerfulness was a huge part of her life.  She was a constant blessing to us all and loved her church; 

although she was not in favour of women priests and would not receive communion from them.  She did, 

however, relent last year, at our Branch services in September and October, by receiving from Revd Sarah.  

I am sure this was a blessing to Ivy as she had missed the Eucharist so very much during the lockdowns. 
 

I was proud to be her Treasurer and we worked well together.  She always called me her “Little treasure”, 

even after she was no longer Leader and right up until she was taken ill, she also loved my rock cakes, which 

she would store in her freezer to make them last, or to take to Fr Brian when she next visited him at 

Chidham!  
 

Ivy, we expect you will be leading “Tell out my Soul” in the heavenly choir at the Lady Day service on March 

25.  We will be thinking of you. We are truly richer for having known you. 
 

Rest in peace, Ivy, and rise in glory.  

Joan Tick  
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The World Day of Prayer 2021 “Build on a Strong 

Foundation – Vanuatu” was an Ecumenical day of 

prayer that was prepared by the Christian women of 

the Republic of Vanuatu. 

Ann Philipson 

recommended 

we were involved 

in the Crawley 
services; Revd 

Sarah joined with 

Maja from the 

Roman Catholic 

Church to 

organise the two 

services held in 

Crawley. Here at 

St Barnabas’, we had an evening service.   

The service consisted of readings, prayers and accounts from the women 
of Vanuatu, all being read by members of various Crawley church 

communities, including Revd Sarah, Greta and Geoff from St Barnabas’. 

We started with the first verse of Psalm 127 “Unless the Lord builds the 

house, those who build it labour in vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, 

the guard keeps watch in vain”, followed by Prayers of Thanksgiving. We 

then heard readings from three women of Vanuatu telling us of their experiences and their achievements 

through their determination and faith in God. 

Throughout we had lovely music from Alex and wonderful singing by Ann. 

At the start of the service everyone was invited to collect a stone. During the Act of Commitment we were 

invited to look at the stone, recognise that the stone is special, like each one of us. Its shape is unique, its 

colour is unique, its flaws are unique – just like us. “God the house-builder use each one of us as a stone to 

build a strong foundation of love. Will we make our commitment to build our lives on this foundation? Will 

we hear and will we act?” 

It was a lovely service, very moving, particularly listening to the words of the women of Vanuatu and their 

personal struggles, so please hold Vanuatu in your prayers throughout the year. Thank you to Sarah for 

organizing the event. More information can be found at www.wwdp.org.uk and our service can be viewed 

on the Worth Parish Facebook page. 

Next year’s World Day of Prayer is titled “I know the plans I have for you – England, Wales and Northern 

Ireland” 

David Anderson 

 

 

http://www.wwdp.org.uk/
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Crop Circles 
 

On the 4 March 2021, St Nicholas’ Circle were treated to a fascinating and engaging talk by Andy Thomas 

on the mystery of Crop Circles.  In 1990 Andy became curious about the 

crop circles phenomenon and started to study them in an attempt to learn 

about, and understand, what causes them. 

It has been demonstrated over the years, that some have been man-

made, perhaps by pranksters or 'entertainers' and equally, it has been shown 

that many could not possibly be man-made and are definitely caused by some 
natural force.  Theories of hedgehogs, divine intervention and drones in 

creating them, have all been discounted.  Andy showed us lovely photos of crop circles, explaining that 

they have appeared in a variety of crop fields including wheat, rye, sweetcorn, flax, grassland, rapeseed (see 

right), and barley. 

The first reported event in 1678, reported on a woodcut pamphlet, claimed it was the work of the 

devil.  Research into the phenomenon of crop circles began in earnest in the 1970s.  Clockwise and anti-

clockwise spirals, clusters of rings and radial designs have been investigated, finding that no damage to crop 

structure had occurred - it is impossible to manually bend and lay crops over into these patterns without 

breaking the structure of the plants. 

In 1991, a mathematical fractal design appeared just a few miles south of 

Cambridge (see right) and in August 1994, a cobweb design was found in 

Avebury, Wiltshire (see lower right).  In 1996, a witness in a lay-by near 

Stonehenge saw a mass of 151 crop circles, joined to form a pattern, appear 

over a period of 45 minutes.  In broad daylight, between 17:30 and 18:15, at a 

place where passing traffic would notice if a mass of 

people were creating such a spectacle, the intricate 

design appeared.  In July 2015, a circular design, divided 

into three with a pattern in each third of the crop circle 

was found at Ockley Hill near Merstham, Surrey (see 

left). 

Many researchers believe the weather, air 

pressure changes or meteorology are to blame while 

others question whether they are being beamed down by satellite or aliens; 

some have suggested that military projects might be to blame.  'Is there an intelligence out there trying to 

get our attention?', Andy asks.  Eye witnesses sometimes report that strange lights in the sky were seen 

above where the crop circle appeared, an example of which was videoed in 1993, or else a high pitch 

whistle has sometimes been heard.  A chemical imbalance has often found in the soil after the discovery of 

a crop circle. 

In the UK, they tend to be found in crops on chalk soils with water beneath the ground.  Although 

mainly found in the UK, some have appeared in other countries but, nearly always, on similar types of soil 
with water present below ground.  Sometimes, crop circles occur 

in numerous countries at the same time. 

What do you think?  Andy had us consider whether 

something is trying to wake us up to a coming environmental 

change? www.cropcircleconnector.com.  Whatever one's views, 

the pictures are certainly beautiful. 
 

If you have an interest or hobby that others might like to hear about, or 

have perhaps taken an unusual holiday you would be prepared to share 

later in the year, please tell Max & Sue Perry.   Also, contact Sue if you 
would like to listen to future talks of interest. 

Linda Richardson  
For info of forthcoming talks please see P 11 

http://www.cropcircleconnector.com/
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St Barnabas’ Mission Project – Phase 1 Work 
 

Good News – the first phase of work on the St Barnabas’ Mission Project has begun! 

After all the hard work by Phyl fundraising, the planning and the selection of a Contractor through a 

competitive tender process, it is great to be able to report that the first phase of the work has started. The 

first phase covers two areas: 

• the internal work in the Pastoral Centre – levelling the floor, installing a new kitchen, new lighting and 

heating as well as improved access. 

• the external work outside the Pastoral Centre – levelling entrance and providing a smooth pathway from 

the pavement around to the patio area. 

During the first week most of the internal structures have been removed, the floor sub-structure installed 

and much of the boarding out completed. 

   

It already looks much more open and usable and in the coming weeks we will see a dramatic change as the 

work continues with completion in late Spring. We look forward to this phase of the project being completed 

and being able to welcome everyone back to a fantastic space. 

   

Whilst we’ve had great success in securing grants – thanks mainly to Phyl, and the generosity of our 

congregation with fund raising, there is still a way to go before we can complete the other phases of the 

project so please keep supporting the project – thank you!                                               David Anderson 
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The Statistics for Mission figures collected this year will be 

different in some ways from information gathered in 

previous years.  Usually, the first question that is asked is 

what are the normal attendance figures for a normal 

Sunday?  - but, of course, not this year!  

Questions were asked and answered under the following 

headings. 

1. Electoral Roll. 

2. Attendance at Advent Services. 

3. Attendance at Christmas and number of those who 

were communicants. 

4. October Count of adults and children on Sunday and 

weekday services. Figures shown are the average. 

5. What online services we offered which were broadcast 

on Facebook live. 

6. October count for Church at home services, number of 

people on average participating per week. This was 

calculated using figures from Facebook for those who 

watched live and those who watched for I minute or more. 

7. Worshipping Community. 

8. Leavers and Joiners. 

9. Fresh expressions. Although we only held one or two 

Messy Church services the usual families who attend are 

included in the overall worshipping community as advised 

by the guidelines. 

10. Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. 
 

Revd Sarah Upchurch 

 

 

The Parish Prayer Group is open to anyone who would like to pray alongside others for the shared 

concerns of our Parish.  In the past, the group has met once a month, at a date suitable for participants, 

alternating between St Nicholas’ Church (14:30) and the Pastoral Centre at St Barnabas’ (19:30). 

As last year progressed, however, and we could no longer meet in Church, we continued to share Parish 

concerns and raised prayers in our own homes, confident that our voices would be joined as one. 

Indeed, the electronic airwaves have been buzzing with prayer requests flying back and forth between us, 

whether for individuals, or for the essential work and outreach of 

the Church, in this time of need. 

For the first time too, we have had individuals, in the Parish, 

contacting us with prayer requests in addition to those we receive 

from our website.  

May this set a wild trend!                                                          

Linda Eells 

1. Electoral Roll 147 

2. Advent services  71 

3. Christmas Attendance 98 

    Christmas Communicants 69 

4. October Count Sundays 66 

                            Weekdays  18 

                            Children   5 

5/6. Online services  106 

7. Worshipping Community  243 

    0-10 (includes Messy Church) 39 

                              11-17 8 

                              18-69 143 

                              Over 70 53 

8.    Leavers 3 

        Joiners Adult/Child 8/4 

9.  Fresh Expressions (see above)  

10.   Baptisms 13 

       Weddings 4 

       Funerals in Church 4 

       Crematorium 24 

       Burial of Ashes  11 
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April – Easter break July – Thursday 1 July (government rules permitting) 

Wine and Cheese at St B – Discussing the future  

May – Zoom talk   Tuesday 4 May 20.00  

Jeremy Hodgkinson   The Iron Industry in Worth 

August – Summer break 

June -  Zoom talk Wednesday 2 June  20.00 

Paul Adey  - Engineering Oddities!  

Sept – Wed 1 Sept - Zoom talk at home and St B    

20.00 Neil Sadler – A Policeman’s Lot is Sussex 
 

Virtual Winter Quiz - winners 
 

 

 

 

 

Team Rucksack  

 

For the next quiz see the 

advert on page 7  

 

 

 

                                                               

 

   

1. Jerusalem 

2. Eden 

3. Noah 

4. Five Thousand 

5.   Nicholas 

6.  Joseph 

7. Sarah 

8. Walls of Jericho 

9. Melchior 

10. Gabriel 

11. Solomon 

12. Red Sea 

13. Barnabas 

14. Michael 

15. Thomas 

16. Pilate 

17. Abednego 

18.  Bethany 

19.   Centurion 

20. Daniel 
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Money is part of following Jesus. St Mark’s Gospel tells 

us that a rich young man, sadly, could not let go of his 
wealth; Luke tells us how Zacchaeus responded to Jesus 

with joyful generosity; and Paul in 2 Corinthians 

challenged the church in Corinth to give generously. A 

healthy relationship with money is a normal part of our 

discipleship. Grace-filled generosity is, arguably, the 

sign and seal of financial discipleship. 

 

Churches need money to survive, to pay the bills. They need money to do what they 

are here to do: the ministry and mission of God. For most churches the largest share 

of this money must come from congregational giving. This financial reality requires 
congregations to think seriously about the funding of their church and having thought 

about it – act! 

 

In our Parish, income from gifts in wills has helped to maintain our church buildings and 

there has been some wonderful fundraising activity that will allow some refurbishment of 

the facilities at St Barnabas’. Sadly, however, the loss of income due to the coronavirus 

which was forecast early in the year has certainly taken place. Despite some very generous 

responses at that time, the Parish Unrestricted General Fund at the year-end stood at 

only £16,000 a reduction of some £30,000 from the £46,000 at the start of 2020. 

 

I should mention that the General Fund deals with the day-to-day activities of the Parish 

and in particular the payments that the Parish make to the Diocese in respect of the 

clergy. Our current and agreed payments do not, by any means, cover the full cost. 

 

You can help the Parish financially in a number of ways: 

 

▪ By reviewing your level of regular giving. PGS and Bank Standing Orders can easily be amended online. 

If you are not sure how to do this contact Stuart at jstuartsharpe@aol.com or via the Parish Office. 

 

▪ In view of the difficult circumstances in which we find ourselves you may feel that a one-off donation 

(gift-aided) is the way in which you would wish to support your Parish. 100 people giving, say, £50 would 

raise £5,000 before Gift aid of £1,250 and many us can do better than £50. We almost certainly hold 

your Gift Aid declaration so there is no need for further documentation. 
 

▪ Please note that the Office is presently unattended so donations should be made to the Parish Bank 

Account at HSBC: Parish of Worth, Pound Hill & Maidenbower* 40-18-22 a/c no. 61223372**. Cheques 

will also, of course, be very welcome - just pop them in the post to the Parish office. 
 

*Bank now requires full name of Account. 

**Please insert your name as reference. 
 

But how do we decide how much to give? 
 

There is no one, easy, answer for everyone. We are called to love God and our neighbour and our giving is 

an expression of that love but at the end of the day how much to give is a thoughtful, prayerful decision only 

you can make. Love is generous, love is kind and love is selfless - we see that in all God gives to us; how will 

we respond?          Stuart Sharpe 

mailto:jstuartsharpe@aol.com


13 

 

Whatever happened to Whitsun?  It is amazing that such a major popular festival should have effectively 

disappeared in less than a century. 

The manufacturers of greetings cards are definitely missing a trick.  We are persuaded by Grandfather’s 

Day, but when did you see a ‘Happy Whitsun’ card? (If you have – Church Mouse would rather not know.) 
 

Whit Sunday is the seventh Sunday after Easter.  It was one of the great seasons for baptism and the 

candidates wore white garments – hence ‘White Sunday’.  Whitsuntide is the whole week following Whit 

Sunday. Whitsun ‘farthings’ or ‘Pentecostals’ were offerings made to the parish priest, or made by the 

parish to the diocese.  Whitsunday ranks as the second festival in the Church, after Easter. It has been 

celebrated, at Jerusalem, from at least the late 4th century. 
 

The most important Church Ale was at Whitsun when specially brewed ale was sold to the people for 

church funds, accompanied by ‘much revelry’  The first gooseberry pie of the year is traditionally eaten at 

Whitsun; raised gooseberry pies were a feature of Whitsun Fairs, such as Mansfield Fair in 

Nottinghamshire.  Whit week was a holiday for medieval villeins.  It was also, until recently, a time for 

weddings, as a result of the tax benefits; memorably recalled in Philip Larkin’s poem The Whitsun Weddings. 

(There are myriad references to Whitsun in literature, but you might recall that in the 1942 film Went the 

Day Well? the Nazis take over an English village over the Whit weekend.) 
 

In her reminiscences of her childhood (1920s and 30s) my late Mother 

recalled: ‘Whit Monday was a day when we all went to Penistone to 

join in the procession from all the churches in the town carrying their 

large ornate banners; how difficult they were to control in the wind – 

a man’s job.  We children held streamers at each side of the high 

supporting poles.  We nearly always had new clothes and walked from 

Penistone to Thurlstone and back.  Each Sunday School had a picnic 

tea afterwards.  We carried on this tradition of Whit week for many 

years when we later moved to Penistone.’  In the North West of 

England, church and chapel parades called Whit Walks may still take 

place at this time; typically, the parades include brass bands and choirs; 

girls attending are dressed in white. 
 

And here’s another one: May Day.  It used to be widely celebrated 

with young couples going off into the woods and returning at daybreak 

with … well … sprigs of May blossom.  Choirs sang from church 

towers at sunrise (but only now in Oxford).  When did you last see a 

maypole?  Those of us substantial and clumsy primary school children 

recall, a little bitterly, being deputed to sit on the base of the maypole. 
 

This year Whit Sunday falls on 23 May, but is the Day of 

Pentecost (although the Lectionary does concede ‘Whit Sunday’ 

in brackets).  May Day was first purloined as a kind of British 

Labour Day.  Both have now been tidied away since 1971 into 

the Early May Bank Holiday (first Monday in May) and the Spring 

Bank Holiday (last Monday in May; this year over a week after 

Whitsun).  All a bit of a loss. 

Church Mouse 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_West_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_West_of_England
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No, that’s not an opening line for a joke. They are, though, just a few of the occupations of those who are 

laid to rest in the grounds of Worth Church. 

Members of the Worth Park History Society are researching the lives of the many people who once 

worked for the Montefiore family at Worth Park.   Using census reports, a list of names is being complied 

to find out information about these people, bringing to life what would otherwise just be a name on paper.  

Many of these estate workers and staff had connections with St. Nicholas’ Church, Worth.  Here are 

snippets from three of them and the stories of their families.  

The Butler:   Thomas Holdway. 1828 - 1907 

A line of headstones stands close to the fence on the south west side of the churchyard; a family where 

three very young children lie between their parents.  

The father, Thomas Holdway was born in Woodstock, Oxford in 1828.  Thomas appears to have been 

‘nomadic’ when it comes to his employment, with each census indicating a different location; being 

employed as a servant in his younger years, to a grocer and finally a Superintendent for a City Club. 

The 1851 census shows Thomas employed at Hanworth Park House Rectory as a servant for Revd Oswald 

J Cresswell.  Also listed as a servant is one Elizabeth Phillips from Exton, Somerset (1825 -1885).  By 

October 1852 Thomas and Elizabeth had a daughter, Emily, born at Hanworth. The couple were married 

on 14 December 1852 by the Rector of Hanworth and we see from the marriage certificate that Thomas’s 

occupation is given as a groom, living in Bishopsgate, London.  Was he sent on his way after Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy was revealed?  

Emily was baptised on 3 January 1853 at St. Nicholas’ Church, Worth so we know that the family had 

moved to the area.  Four more children were born to Thomas and Elizabeth while living in Worth.  Sadly, 

between the months of May and June in 1859, three of the children died.: five week old baby Ellen, the 

elder son Thomas aged five and eldest daughter six year old Emily. 

In the 1861 Census Thomas is listed as being a ‘Butler’ living in at Worth Park House while his wife 

Elizabeth is shown to be a grocer in Church Lane (Road) with surviving daughter Sarah, and Fanny, a sister 

of Elizabeth.  Sarah died in London in 1872 after a short illness, at the age of fifteen.  The Holdways moved 

on and were now in Penge, in the Borough of Beckenham, Kent, where their youngest, and now only 

surviving, child George died in 1883 aged 22.   

It might be said that all the children may have had health issues from 

birth, with none of them reaching full adulthood.  Despite all the 

moving around the country, the Holdway family are all laid to rest 

at Worth.  
 

The Coachman:  James Lewis 1865 – 1899. 

Born 26 July 1865 in Badminton, Gloucestershire, James came to 

work for the Montefiore family in 1884 as second coachman.   A 

year later, he was promoted to Head Coachman, a position he held 

until his death in 1899 at the age of 33.  He had suffered from 

asthma for a long time although not seriously. In the January of 
1899, he had seemed in the best of health.  The family left Worth 

Park for “the season in town” at the end of February.   Within a 

week, James had become unwell and despite the best efforts of Mrs 

Montefiore’s physician, died on the 5 March from bronchitis.  He 

was a much loved member of the staff and regarded as a friend by 

the Montefiore family, Sir Francis Montefiore being one of the pall 

bearers at the funeral. James Lewis and family.  
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James Lewis left a young widow; Minnie, and a family of three girls: Mabel, the eldest, and twins Maude and 

Minnie.   His body was conveyed from Victoria Station, London accompanied by his family, Sir Francis 

Montefiore and many of the servants from the Mayfair residence.  It is reported that some two hundred 

mourners attended the service.  James Lewis is buried close to the hedge on the north side of the 

churchyard.  

The Nightwatchman:  William Akehurst  1831 - 1893 

William Akehurst was baptised 2 Oct 1831 at Worth.  He became a Nightwatchman to Mrs Montefiore in 

1866, a position he held for 27 years right up until his death.  His wife was a Sarah Ireland, of Burstow, 

where her father was a publican. The couple married on 1 December 1864 at St. Bartholomew’s Church.  

They had a daughter, Annie, who was born in 1866.  

William and Sarah lived at Old Union Cottages, Church Road, Pound Hill, where they ran a grocers shop.  

Had they taken on the same premises and business that had previously been that of the Holdway family? 

Sarah Akehurst passed away in March 1892, aged 47, and was buried on the 11 of the month at Worth.  

William died on 19 December 1893 aged 62 and was buried on Christmas Eve.  Their daughter Annie 

married a Henry Foster and had six children, three boys and three girls.  

When doing research into the life of William it became apparent, even more so after marriage, that he had 

somewhat detached himself from the main family.  There is a table tomb with his parents Samuel and 

Frances, and many siblings at Worth.  It would seem that the parents were involved in the trade of liquor 

smuggling.  A tale goes that the Akehursts drove a wagon and two horses down to the coast to pick up 

illicit brandy.  When the customs officers searched the wagon, Mrs Akehurst sat on a keg, her crinoline 

skirts covering it and so avoiding detection.  

There are many more families who worked at Worth Park House, Worth Park Farm and on the estate. It 

is hoped that eventually our research can be combined with the records and history of St. Nicholas’ 

Church.  

Elizabeth Steven – Worth Park History Society. 

 – a Surprising Find 

Church Mouse deals with enquiries about the monuments and burials at St Nicholas’.  Just occasionally 

something very interesting comes along. 

The Parish Office received an enquiry from a jewellery collector in East 

Sussex who has a small collection of mourning jewellery.  As a gift she had 

received a simple mourning ring with a lock of hair and an inscription on the 

back.  The inscription reads 'Revd. Geo. Bethune / LLD / Ob. 16 May 1803 / 

At 57'. 

The Revd George Bethune was Rector of Worth Parish and St Nicholas’ 

contains a number of monuments to him and members of his family.  In fact, 

there were three Bethunes who were Rectors, in succession.  George 

Bethune became Rector in 1786 and died at Rowfant in 1803.  He was 

followed by George Maximillian Bethune in 1803 who died in 1840.  In turn, 

George Cuddington Bethune became Rector in 1841.  

George, and his wife Catherine (d.1808), are commemorated by a ledger slab 

in the South Porticus, together with their two infant children; five other 

children survived.  A wall monument with figure and urn commemorates George, formerly of Balliol 

College, who was a JP for the County of Surrey and for 22 years ‘a vigilant Rector of this parish’. There is 

also a white marble wall monument, with a mourning figure and an urn, to Catherine. 

A nearby monument with a sarcophagus, book, cross and olive branch commemorates George Maximillian 

Bethune, and a smaller oval tablet to his youngest daughter Georgiana Mary.  The South window in the 

South Porticus is in memory of his wife Anna Maria, and a marble scroll on the West wall under the gallery 

remembers his daughter, also Anna Maria.                                                                       Church Mouse 
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Over the last year, Chichester Cathedral faced many challenges and developed new means of staying 

connected with the wider community and providing means of support and resources. 
  

When public worship was suspended last March, the Cathedral began live-streaming a weekly Sunday 

service. As limited public worship returned, additional services continue to be live-streamed and made 

available on the Cathedral’s website. Other special services are live-streamed including those on 

Remembrance Sunday, Advent & Christmas, Holy Week and more. 
  

The Cathedral developed resources for worship and prayer at home, and has run online lectures, concerts, 

choral music, and arts events. 
  

It has continued to support its partners including Chichester District Foodbank, UK Harvest and 

Stonepillow. Earlier this year with the Sussex Pub Group and Pallant House Gallery, the Cathedral 

launched the Friday Lunch Club which offered a free two course lunch to vulnerable or isolated residents 

in the city. 
  

As we look forward to the easing of restrictions, the Cathedral hopes to welcome back more worshippers, 
visitors and other groups in the coming months. 
  

Like many other institutions there have been serious financial implications: one important way of providing 

regular support is through the Chichester Cathedral Friends. Through project funding the Friends have 

made considerable contributions in maintaining and improving facilities and services and developing the 

Cathedral’s mission. 
  

Current projects cover all areas of Cathedral life, including new toilet 

facilities in the North Transept (currently facilities are only available 

outside), new IT infrastructure, and improved Cathedral lighting. 
  

In normal times, the Friends like to socialise and have fun 

too!  Events throughout the year include talks, day trips, lunches and 

holidays. Joining the Friends is a way to enjoy new experiences and 

friendships whilst supporting the Cathedral’s work and sacred 

heritage. 
  

For further information, please visit  

www.chichestercathedral.org.uk  

For details of the Friends scroll down the home page and find details under “Cathedral for the 

Community.” 

  
*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

A customer answered a question about your business 
Leonard  
Could anyone very kindly provide the full poem on the tombstone (nr the path) which 
starts 'My friends so dear, as you pass by, As you are now, so once was I, As I am now 
so shall you be etc. Many tx in anticipation. Leonard (ex sidesman) 
 

Thank you for your enquiry. It normally concludes "Prepare thyself to follow me". There is no more to 'the poem'. This 
is a very common epitaph and appears somewhere in almost every graveyard, with minor variations. It originated on 
the Continent, probably in a monastery and came to England in the early fourteenth century. It is associated with the 
legend of The Three Living and The Three Dead where the three dead say: "What you are, so once were we; What we 
are, so you shall be". This was a very popular subject in literature and painting throughout the Middle Ages. It became 
especially popular as an epitaph from the eighteenth century onwards. It crops up in contemporary song and, for 
example, is quoted by James Joyce in 'Ulysses'. I trust this answers your query.  
Kind regards Professor J Graham Beaumont 

http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/
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: Jesus in Every Village 

Last autumn, MAF Pilot Danny Gill flew nearly a tonne of solar-powered radios for 

partner Every Village to South Sudanese communities.  Each of the 5,000 radios will 

operate for years to come. 

 ‘The radios were distributed mostly to members of the community who do not have 

one,' explains Joseph Njuguna (right), who works with Every Village.  A missionary 

himself, he’s passionate about sharing the Gospel over the airwaves in some of South 

Sudan’s most inaccessible communities.  It’s a ministry that MAF has supported for many years. 

'We're very thankful,' says Joseph. 'Without MAF, it would be very hard for us to serve here.' 'They were 

really excited in Tonj and Mvolo to receive the radios’, Danny reports. At Tonj, they were saying, ‘These 

will go really quickly. We need more!' 

‘l've worked with Joseph a few times and it's really great to see his ministry grow, 

develop and multiply to reach even more people.’ Every Village workers take each 

radio we deliver and they'll jump on a bike and cycle - or walk - for hours to make sure 

it reaches someone who doesn't know about Jesus. It’s a privilege to work with them. 

‘To deliver radios and hear that there is a hunger for even more, is exciting!’ Danny 

smiles.  ‘The fact that so many people can hear the Gospel is absolutely awesome!’ 

Listeners can enjoy a range of programmes, including Bible stories and teaching. They 

can also hear Scripture read in their mother tongue, which could be Dinka, Luo, Jur Modo or local Arabic. 

ln addition to Gospel programmes, there are dramas on different health topics, educational programmes 

targeting school-aged children, and community announcements about lost cows. 

'We've broadcast many programmes about coronavirus, in partnership with 

the Ministry of Health, and our radio station is the most listened to in 

northern Bahr el Ghazal. Our most popular programme is known as The 

Good News,' Joseph explains. 

'When churches were closed for a time, we broadcast a two-hour worship 

service every Lord’s Day so that people could worship with us.  Although 

many churches have been planted, there remains a great need for spiritual growth.’ 

Story: Richard Chambers; Photos: Danny Gill and Wim Hobo 

(Thank you to Stuart Sharpe for submitting this and checking with MAF that we may reproduce this article) 

 

At St Nicholas’ we are used to our patron saint being the patron of sailors, among other things.  Ships 

feature in the Willement window in the South Porticus alongside other emblems of the saint. 
 

We can be fairly sure that Nicholas (then Nikolaos) was Bishop of Myra and suffered a martyr’s death in 
about 350AD.  A church was built to him in Myra by the Emperor Theodosius II in the first half of the 5th 

century.  But Nikolaos was not a great traveller and probably never went near the sea.  Indeed, he didn’t 

even attend the Council of Nicea in 325, notwithstanding the legend that he punched Arius, who was the 

cause of the Council. 
 

Nikolaos’ bones were held in the church at Myra and by 1071 this was a place of pilgrimage.  However, as 

the area of Myra had come under the control of the Seljuk Turks, some sailors from Bari in the East of 

Italy decided to take the bones for ‘safe keeping’, no doubt to the advantage of Bari.  It seems to have been 

these sailors who attached their patronage to Nikolaos. 
 

But they had made a mistake.  There was another Nikolaos, Nikolaos of Sion, who was abbot of the 
monastery at Myra.  A reference in the late 6th century records him visiting the tomb of St Nikolaos.  

Nikolaos of Sion made a number of voyages and was reputed to be able to change the direction of the 

wind.  Mariners would pray to him to help them.  But the virtues of Abbot Nikolaos somehow got 

transferred to the wrong Nikolaos – St Nikolaos, Bishop of Myra.  Never believe all you are told, especially 

about saints!                                                                                                       Church Mouse  
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 The Copts 

 

The Copts of Egypt are not vanishing, but they are under serious threat. 

The Egyptian Church was founded by St Mark the Evangelist who, after 

being in Rome with St Paul and writing his Gospel, went to Alexandria and 

became the first Bishop of a new church.  The Coptic Orthodox Church 

was firmly in the Eastern Orthodox tradition although, like the Armenians, 

they have remained as monophysites – believing that Christ was of a single 

divine nature rather than both human and divine.  From the early days 

there was a rapid development of monasticism in Upper Egypt with both 

loose communities of hermits living in seclusion and more formal 

monasteries.  Many documents have come down to us from this time; some monasteries are being 

repopulated 

Anyone familiar with an Eastern Orthodox service would recognise a 

Coptic church.  There is a screen – the iconostasis – which divides the 

church and is decorated with icons.  The congregation, to the west of the 

screen, largely remain standing.  There is a prominent preaching desk.  A 

central arch, which is curtained, leads to the sanctuary where the 

sacramental acts take place with the priests and a small choir.  The laity 

therefore hear the service but cannot see it. 

The liturgy is conducted in Coptic although preaching is in Arabic; they have 

extraordinarily long sermons! – which they will offer to you on CD.  Coptic is a development of the 

ancient Egyptian language, with some Greek additions, but there are now very few speakers (it generally 

died out in the 9th century); Coptic texts, which are written in a form of Greek, generally have a parallel 

version in Arabic. 

The Copts observe five major fasts totalling over 120 days; their Lenten fast lasts 55 days.  While fasting 

they abstain from meat, fish and animal products such as milk and cheese, and fasting in Lent lasts from 

midnight until sunset.  More rigorous than the Muslim Ramadan. 

The Coptic Church has a chequered history – not surprising as it 

has lasted for almost 2,000 years.  There were periods of 

persecution following the Arabic invasion, but also periods of 

tolerance.  In modern times the Copts suffered badly under Nasser 

(1956-70) but sectarian violence increased under Sadat and 

Mubarak.  The brief hope kindled by the ‘Arab Spring’ in 2011 was 

not well-founded and under the current regime there are attacks 

on Coptic Christians and churches by Islamist extremists.  Although 

the Coptic centres are in Middle Egypt and further south, it is in 

areas like Minya where the extremists are most active. 

It is difficult to estimate the number of Coptic Christians.  In 1976 there were reported to be 2.3 million, 

but they may now number only 800,00 and declining.  There is increasing emigration to Britain, the US and 

Europe.  There are about 21 Coptic Orthodox churches in England and 2 cathedrals, in Birmingham and 

Stevenage. 
 

This is the last in this series.  For more information, see ‘Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms’ by Gerard 

Russell (2014); the book which inspired these articles. 

 

 
Church Mouse 
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Enter our monthly draw and help us raise 

funds for our many upcoming projects. Prizes 

of £100, £50 and £25 every month!  Each 

month, a random number is selected by 

computer and if it’s yours, you win. Much 

better odds than the National Lottery! 

 

For £10 a month (standing order), you can 

buy a number for a whole year. You can have 

as many numbers as you like - the more 

numbers sold, the bigger the prize fund for 

you and the parish.   Why not encourage 

friends to join or give someone a number as 

a gift? 

Contact the Parish Office on 0300 111 8150 

Or email office@worthparish.org 
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               Watch this space, we can’t 
wait to return! – In the meantime check 

out our Fb page for interesting posts like 

the one above – you can make a 

difference!                                Jenny 

 

Hunt the Mag! 
1. How long was Tim Peake on his space mission for? 

2. Who was the founder of the Mother's Union? 

3. How many bells are there at St Nicholas? 

4. Where in the world is Vanuatu? (Country prayed for in World Day of Prayer) 

5. Where would you find a crop circle? 

6. How many people are there in our worshipping community? 

7. After Easter which is the next big festival?  

 

Under 16? Bring your answers to one of our child-friendly  

services and claim your prize! 
 

 

The clocks have sprung forward and the evenings are getting longer.  If all continues well with the 

government road map we will soon be opening our doors once again. Hang in!  Your hangout team 

 

Child-friendly services. 

Come and celebrate 

with us! 

At St Barnabas’, Sunday 

School is every week 

and the 4th Sunday every  

month is especially 

child-friendly  
St Nicholas  

30 May and 20 June  
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Alleluia 

Christ is Risen 

 

Can you make a cross of your 

own over the Easter Holidays? 

I find quilling especially 

satisfying, but here are a few 

different ideas to try. 

Post your photos on  

Our Facebook page  

Messy Church Chat 

 

Blessings  

Sue 
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Did you enjoy the snow?  I did!  I even found out that snowballs make a 

tasty treat, even if they are a bit cold!!!  My humans made a 

snowperson.  It was fun ‘helping’ them.  I took it upon myself to be 

responsible for ensuring that the snowperson was solidly built and not 

prone to falling over.  I found that the best way to do this was to jump 

up and try to knock it over!  Unfortunately, I don’t think my humans 

saw it that way!! 

 

However, it’s much more cosy to curl up inside next to the radiator 

and maybe spend the time listening to a sermon. 

 

Now to be honest I didn’t used to pay much attention to sermons: I 

didn’t think they were relevant to me.  However, that changed when Fr Michael mentioned me in one of 

his sermons.  I was well chuffed!!!!  Facebook fame at last!!!  Although It did make me think that I should 

try harder to be a ‘godly dog’ and not get up to so much mischief. ... so, this month I’ve been really, really 

good and I haven’t dismantled anything. ... yet!! 

 

Must go.... it’s time to watch another sermon! 

Shadow 
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Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 

01293 409914  

01293 883362   
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 

01293 882939   

01342 713756 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals Parish Office 0300 111 8150 

Bellringers Neil Dobson  01293 882939 

Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, 

Church) 

Revd Sarah 0300 111 8150 

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens  

Children’s Society Ann Lane 07973 214095 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Alex Hiam 07804 420448 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 01293 543065 

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 01293 883631 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

 

01293 409914 

 Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) Gerald Sandwell 

Colin Smith 

01293 883388 

01293 889894 

Co-ordinator (Parish) Sue Perry 0300 111 8150 

Events Jane Stanford 01293 543065 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Caroline Formby  

Lay) 

01293 519923 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 01293 543065 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 01293 884172 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 01293 889894 

Giving (Donations etc) Sheila Dring 01293 513496 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 0300 111 8150 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Linda Eells 01293 884385 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 01293 401787 

Magazine Sue Perry 0300 111 8150 

Messy Church (not running during the 

pandemic) 

Sue Walshe 01293 887997 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  01293 410383 

Office (Parish)  (manned or ansaphone 24/7)  0300 111 8150 

Office at St Barnabas’ (not generally manned)  01293 403163 

PCC Chair Michael Boag 01293 882229 

PCC Secretary Liz Gallagher 01293 971900 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 01293 543065 

PCC Treasurer  Sheila Dring 01293 513496 

Prayer Group Linda Eells 01293 884385 

Safeguarding Officer Anita Wilkinson safeguarding@worthparish.org 
Social Media David Anderson 01293 409914 

Stewardship Officer  Stuart Sharpe 01293 873073 

St Nicholas’ Circle Max Perry 01293 888488 

Sunday School Caroline Formby 01293 519923 

Toddlers (not running during the pandemic) Jenny Dobson 01293 882939 

Website hello@worthparish.org 

Weddings Parish Office 0300 111 8150 

There once was an Easter Bunny 

Who thought it exceedingly funny 

to put eggs in the sun. 

The chocolate would run 

And she’d eat it like brown runny honey. 

 

Ann Phillipson 
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