
 

 

 

 
 

 



Rector Fr Michael Boag rector@worthparish.org 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd Sarah Upchurch vicarstb@worthparish.org 01293 524804 

Assistant Priest Revd Gordon Parry  gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 07802 432398 

Hon. Assistant Priest  Revd Francis Pole francis.pole@virgin.net 07764 752608.  

Curate Revd Greta curate@worthparish.org  

 

Our regular services are shown below. 

 ’,  ’,  
 

Sundays 

 

 

Our churches are currently closed to 

try to help the current lockdown. 

Our website will have the latest info. 

 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

10.00  Said Eucharist  

 (Common Worship) 

 

 

 

 

 

10.00 1st,  2nd and 3rd Sundays -  

 Eucharist  
 

10.00 4th Sundays 

Child- friendly Eucharist  

Tuesdays   10.30  Eucharist 

Wednesday    

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist   

Saturday   
 

 

And here’s what’s happening in the café each week: 

‘  
Tuesdays 10.30 - 12.00      Closed 

Thursdays  for 

Fridays 10.30 - 12.30 the 

12.30 time  

Saturdays 10.30 - 12.00 being 
 

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 

email office@worthparish.org   

To contact Fr Michael, please phone 01293 

882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email him at 

rector@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293 

524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email her at 

vicarstb@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Gordon, phone 07802 432398. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
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The piano’s a clever invention, 

But one thing perhaps I should mention 

Its sensitive strings, 

Like players -poor things, 

Are always in need of attention. 

 

There once was the sister of Paul 

Who marvelled at things great and small 

The heavens at night 

With stars shining bright 

Were the beauties that held her in thrall. 

 

file:///G:/Shared%20drives/Publications/Magazine/2021%20Feb%20Mar%2021.00%20Mon.docx%23_Toc63758865
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Today I have been playing the Glad Game (see p. 21). The view out of 

the window is so pretty with a thin coat of white everywhere and a light 

dusting of snow in the air.  I have just finished doing a free stretch class 

on Zoom a present from my Pilates teacher who said she really enjoyed 

giving it to us, and Max has just told me that more vaccine has come 

into our surgery so we are down for another marshalling shift on 

Sunday.  We did one last Sunday and we look forward to each and 

every shift we do and come back feeling buzzy and happy of a job well done. 

So, I have so much to feel glad about and as I put the Mag together I see that as a Parish we have a lot to 

be joyful about too.  Christmas gave us a great opportunity to reach directly into people’s homes with the 

help of modern technology, as can be seen by the viewing figures on Facebook.  Our parish repairs, 

refurbishments and new ventures (pp.12-13) are on the way without having to make special provision, so 

we all have a lot to be grateful for.  It would be wrong not to mention our gratitude for the lives of Vera 

and Ivy whose faith, love and kindness was spread so generously to everyone they met. 

Until we all meet again, whether in this world or the next. 

Sue x 

 

Looking forward… 
 

The photo of Spring blossom on the front - it’s English cherry, just like the one planted in the middle of 

our new Garden of Remembrance - as a reminder that Spring will come.  A simple thing but at present, it’s 

a pretty important point to remember.  As Winter ends, so Spring will follow.  As Lent begins, so too will 

Easter follow.  And,  at some point we will be liberated and unshackled from the constraints we are living 

with now.  Among the signs we look for will be when we feel safe enough to re-open our churches and 

prepare for happy occasions, such as weddings.  Already this year we’re getting a steady stream of 

enquiries from couples, who are already looking forward to happier times.  Also, at some point we will 

have an annual meeting, so I’ve given all who write contributions to the annual report a special task:  
 

“I challenge you to make it as positive and forward looking as you can. Let's avoid using words such 

as ‘covid’, ‘coronovirus’, ‘pandemic,‘ ’unprecedented’; be a nice change from all the news headlines.  

Seriously, there is a lot we can say to encourage our readers, so let’s do what we can.” 
 

Neil Dobson was first one back with an excellent account of how the Worth Ringers faced 2020.(see p11) 
 

The ringers are particularly looking forward, as much as to the end of the current constraints as to being in 

a watertight ringing room.  This time last year, the winter storms exacerbated the poor condition the 

tower, spire and neighbouring roof areas were in, but this year we can look forward to this part of St 

Nicholas’ church building having a new lease of life.  This new lease of life is a gift, literally, a generous 

bequest from the late Frances Reed.  Another reminder to us of the help we can give those who will 

continue to love and cherish our churches when we have departed this life.  We have also been blessed 

with other gifts recently from quietly generous people who share this love and who now have the 

enjoyment and satisfaction of seeing what we have done with their gifts.  To you all, from all of us who are 

here now, and from all of us who will come after, ‘Thank you!’ 
 

Let these words be our maxim for this year: Thank you.  Not just for material gifts but for all the words 

and acts of kindness that sustain and encourage us. 
 

Fr Michael 
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Worth & Pound Hill Branch update  ~  December 2020 – January 2021 
 

Happy New Year! We hope and pray that 2021 will be a happier and healthier year for us all. 

All the best laid plans etc…, followers of our Mothers’ Union 

updates will know that we were unable to have our planned service 

in November BUT you can’t keep a good M.U. member down!  

We did manage to wrap socks for the Gatwick Detainees for 

Christmas and make Stars, to bring the Light of Christ into the lives 

of others.  The stars we made at home, all 

different styles, some card, some knitted or 

crocheted, all with a message from Mothers’ 

Union.  The stars were then placed in both 

churches during December for people to 

take for themselves, or to give to someone who needed cheering/brightening up. 

Our plan for January was to forego the usual New Year Supper because of the 

restrictions and have an afternoon service at St Barnabas’.  As a lot of our members 

are not leaving their homes we did our bit and stayed safe!  We are looking forward to 

when our churches will reopen for public worship and we can be together again. 

Unfortunately this will not include our very dear friend Ivy Ratcliffe (left), a previous 

Leader of our Branch and a dedicated Member, who sadly died during January; we will 

produce a tribute in the next magazine.  

 

May Ivy Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. 

Joan Tick 

 

In the last mag Sue asked about some of the possible positives from the Lockdowns we have been 

experiencing.  I think perhaps the St Nicholas Circle has found one of these.  As the years pass, not 

unsurprisingly, the years have been added to our ages.  As a result, we are not always able to get out and 

about in the darker days as we used to, even without a pandemic. Not to be thwarted we have managed to 

‘go virtual’ and bring the Circle into our homes.  Since the last mag was put to bed we have held two 

successful meetings on Zoom and on 4 March Andy Thomas will be talking on Crop Circles. We have it on 

good authority that this will be a riveting presentation (for the link contact the office).      Max Perry  07435 788127 

St Nicholas’ Circle: Inside the Pyramids 

In a week when my most distant horizon was the click and collect space in Waitrose Haywards Heath 

carpark, what a pleasure it was to escape from Lockdown for an hour in the company of St Nicholas’ 

Circle with the expert guidance of Professor Graham Beaumont and visit the Pyramids of ancient Egypt.  In 

a fascinating talk we learnt a great deal about the function and construction of these extraordinary 

structures including their exacting alignment with the points of the compass and the constellations of the 

universe. 

With ‘access all areas’ Graham showed us pictures of several burial chambers and corridors which have 

been excavated – I was thankful that he had made those particular journeys of discovery for me – neither 

my back nor my claustrophobia would have seen me volunteer for that tour!  Much more appealing was his 
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cherished memory of walking around the famous Pyramids of Giza with his wife at sunset, alone, after all 

the visitors of the day had left.  Several members of the group had visited Cairo and the Nile and sharing 

our experiences and questions provided an animated discussion after the talk.  Ably produced by Max 

Perry, the Zoom format worked beautifully for this gathering – e-fellowship and further education at a 

click!                                                                                                                        Rose Wells 

 

St Nicholas’ Circle: Aka Remote Island Records 
  

On 3 December 2020, many Worth Church parishioners joined a Zoom meeting to hear the records, 

book and luxury that Neil Dobson, our bell-ringing Tower Captain, would like to have with him if all alone 

on a remote island. 
  

Neil's record selections were: 
  

1) Under Milk Wood (Dylan Thomas): a dramatised audio book read by Richard Burton. Neil's nod to his 

own early life in Wales, this 'play for voices' conjures up the intimate dreams and waking lives of the 
inhabitants of a fictional small Welsh fishing village, Llareggub. Neil loves Rugby (only if Wales are playing) 

so we can probably imagine how his own Welsh village dreams would have gone! 
  

2) The Shadows Hits. Neil is drawn to the hits selection of this first backing band to emerge as stars in their 

own right. The Shadows (originally known as the Drifters) were Cliff Richard's backing band from 1958 to 

1968. 
  

3) When the Night Wind Howls (Gilbert & Sullivan). Neil is a keen theatre and opera goer which supports 

his inclusion of a Gilbert and Sullivan. Neil's love of the theatre extends to attending those produced 

locally, in which his son Mark features. Explaining that he could have selected many Gilbert and Sullivan 

examples, limited to just one, he chose this from Ruddigore as his favourite. 
  

4) Lord Let Me Know Mine End (Maurice Green). 

The opening words of Neil's fourth music choice by the English composer and organist are: 

‘Lord, let me know mine end and the number of my days / That I may be certified how long I have to live.’ 
  

5) House of the Rising Sun (Eric Burdon and The Animals). 

Are the lyrics perhaps another nod to Neil's Welsh beginnings? 

‘There is a house in New Orleans / They call the Rising Sun / And it's been the ruin of many a poor boy / 

And God, I know I'm one’ 
  

6) When You Wish upon a Star (Sir Henry Wood). 

This was written for Walt Disney's 1940 adaptation of Pinocchio and was chosen by Neil because of his 

whole family's love of all things Disney, extending to American holidays with his wife Jenny, son Mark, 

daughter Lucy, son-in-law Richard and grandson Toby. 
  

7) Younger Than Springtime (South Pacific; Rogers and Hammerstein). 

Neil's final music choice returned to his love of the theatre. Neil's wife Jenny, whom he met at Hull 

University, shares this love. 
  

Neil's choice of book to have with him was Lord of the Rings (JRR Tolkien). 

Chosen for its size, and the fact that Neil would happily re-read it if 

isolation persisted for a very long time. 
  

For the one luxury item permitted, Neil opted to have a piano, complete 

with music and 'how to learn to play' instructions. He chose this because 

it would enable him to be occupied and continue learning for as long as it 

took for him to be rescued from his isolation. 
  

Neil explained that if he was permitted a second luxury, it would have been a supply of Theakstons (ale), 

but sadly he is only allowed one luxury in this imaginary life.                             Linda Richardson 
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The Worth Home Group is still functioning although not in quite the same 

way!  
 

We no longer have Meetings in someone’s lounge or dining room but we are 

keeping contact via email or telephone, I am hoping that we may be able to have 

a Zoom session soon where we talk over the books we have been studying during and since Advent ~ fingers 

crossed that we can. 
 

We started reading “Advent for Everyone; a Journey though Luke” by Tom Wright, an interesting four weeks 

of readings, thoughtful explanations and reflections. The reflections were more for open discussion and I am 

hoping that some of these can be discussed as a Group, if we have a Zoom chat, we will never know unless 

we try! 
 

Another booklet I issued to our Group was the one recommended by Bishop Martin, “Comfort and Joy” 

but as we had started the journey through Luke we read “Comfort and Joy” from Christmas Day through 

to 2 January, as the booklet suggested.  
 

Our long-standing Group of seven has sadly become a Group of six, due to the 

unexpected sudden death of our dear sister, Vera; a lovely, gentle lady who was an 

enthusiastic, fun member of the Worth Home Group. 
 

Vera, I am sure, would want us to continue as we were, caring and sharing. Caring of 

and for each other and sharing our faith (and foodie things!)  
 

May Vera Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory.                                                Joan Tick 
 

 

The flower ladies at St Barnabas shared the same roller coaster that the 

rest of the church was on.  Rotas were drawn up, the church looked 

resplendent, church closed, rota no longer required, church opened, back 

to rota, church closed......you get my drift! 

But, as usual, the ladies took it all in their stride, ready at the drop of a hat 

to go in and work their magic with the flowers, ensuring our lovely church 

looked her best at all times.  After discussion, when the church was closed 

at one point, we made the decision to put an arrangement of artificial flowers in, ensuring there was some 

floral tribute in the church even if, due to the present circumstances, the church herself was actually closed 

temporarily. 

Thankfully the church was open over the Christmas period and on Christmas Eve we were able to get in 

and decorate the church ready for the Christmas services, resulting in a beautiful pedestal arrangement 

with simple but very effective window displays. 

Sadly, with the latest government lockdown, the decision was made to temporarily close the churches 

again, but we will ensure there is an arrangement in place, artificial 

flowers until such time as we can go back to fresh ones … as the 

old saying goes “any port in a storm!”  

We all look forward to the time when our churches are open 

properly, when we can meet and sing and praise, have coffee 

together and generally be as one, without the business of social 
distancing, hand gelling or mask wearing.  In the meantime, on 

behalf of the flower ladies at St Barnabas’, stay safe and well and 

keep smiling.                                  Jane, Mary, Viv and Nicky. 
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With the challenges of social distancing, Revd Sarah and Caroline had the idea of making a nativity film.  A 

script was written, and a cast assembled from the young to the not so young of our congregation, the 

Hangout Youth Club and a real-life donkey! 

The Christmas story was told in a series of separate scenes linked together by our intrepid reporter, played 

by James Upchurch.  It was great fun to put together, although the old adage “never work with animals and 

children” did come to mind! 

Rebecca and Luke opened the film with 

their playing of Silent Night.  Then we 

followed the star from St Barnabas’ 

church to the stable and on to the 

shepherds “washing their socks” before 

they set off on their journey.  We then 

met the angels, before catching up with 

a shepherd and her gift of a new lamb 

for the newborn King! Then came the three wise men with their 

gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh; before meeting up with another shepherd who retold his experience 

of the Christmas story, and then meeting Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus (and donkey). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you haven’t seen it yet please do take a look on our Facebook page!                        David Anderson 
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We were fortunate to be able to hold our Christingle service in a socially distanced environment.  It was led 

by Revd Sarah, assisted by Mary, Joyce and Nicky.  All the ingredients to make the Christingle had been 

assembled in separate bags so that each group could put their Christingles together following Revd Sarah’s 

instructions.  With each step there was a short Bible reading to illustrate the meaning. 

This was followed by 

everyone joining in with 

the actions from “Our 

God is a Great Big 

God”.  Then Revd Sarah 

gave her talk about the 

significance of the work 

carried out by the 

Children’s Society – 

assisted by three of the younger 

members of our congregation. 

Finally, as the lights were lowered 

all of the Christingles were lit and a 

collection of £71.44 was passed to 

the Children’s Society to support 

their valuable work.  The service 

closed with prayers. 

Blue Christmas 
The Christmas season can be a difficult time for anyone who has suffered loss or hurt.  This service is a space 

for sadness to be acknowledged alongside hope.  

The service was led by Revd Sarah and Mary Fry; with the Mothers’ Union providing a 

Christmas tree decorated with blue baubles.  While singing wasn’t permitted by those 

attending, two carols were played by Ann and sung by Viv.  The story of the first 

Christmas was read by David Fry followed by the lighting of four candles.  The first for 

those we have loved and lost, the second to redeem the pain of loss, the third to 

remember ourselves at Christmas time and the fourth to remember our faith and the 

gift of hope which the Christmas story offers us.  Following the prayers there was a 

period of silence for reflection.  It was a beautifully poignant service attended by a small congregation, 

probably because people were not leaving home.  However, there were quite few viewing online. Hoping 
that by this Dec we will be able to continue and follow on with tea, cake and a chat for those who would 

like to join in. 

Mary Fry and others 

Throughout the Christmas period, the church looked fantastic, with our Christmas tree (thanks to the 

Paddockhurst Estate), decorations, flowers, candles and not forgetting our socially distanced congregation. 

David Anderson
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St Nicholas Crib Service and Nativity 2020 
 

What a difference a year can make! 

 

Who would have thought in 2019, when the church echoed with 
carols, readings, children and hundreds of people that 12 months 

later we would be wondering if we would be having a Nativity 

tableau at all in 2020. 

 

Then Fr Michael had an idea! Why don’t we film the children before 

Christmas Eve and show the video at 16:00 on Christmas Eve when 

everyone would normally be expecting to see and hear the Christmas Story? 

 

I must confess I was sceptical, I was not even sure we would have any children 

[I know…Oh ye of little faith!] The more I thought about it the more I knew 

we could do it, so I emailed the families involved the previous year, and the 

Lord was good! 

 

We sorted the costumes one weekend; issued them to the children the 

following week, so that they could be washed at home, free from viruses. The 

children came wearing them the next Saturday morning ready for a quick 

rehearsal before filming, see below  – true professionals! 

 

One of the dads offered to bring along some puppet 

animals. In keeping with the story, we had an “ox” and 

“ass” who, unbelievably, knew all the words to the carols 

that were sung and they joined in very ‘tunefully’, even 

showing the lamb, that arrived with the shepherds, how to 

sing ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’!  

 

 

We held a shortened version of the Crib Service, and as the helpers and parents were not allowed to sing 

any carols, only a verse or two were played by Alex and sung by 

three choir members in the gallery. The children had not had long 

to rehearse their ‘closing Nativity carol’ but they did brilliantly, 
singing the first verse of Silent Night, without adult help this year.  

 

Considering there was only one rehearsal and fewer children, we 

still managed to tell the wonderful story of the birth of our Lord 

to the few and to the many. We have had over a thousand 

viewings recorded on 

the Facebook page and 

nearly 300 on the day. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped us produce the tableau and to 

Tony for filming it. 

 

Joan Tick 
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Tower Captain’s Report 2020 

Ringing in 2020 started normally enough.  We rang a quarter peal in January in memory of the last of our 

World War I casualties, on the centenary of his death.  A visiting band rang a peal in February and, earlier in 

the same month, we rang for the first wedding of the year.  We had Association practices on the first 

Mondays of January through to March.  These were planned to continue throughout the year.  We also had 

plans for an outing, the first for several years, which Chris was organising, for ringing on the 75th anniversary 

of VE Day on 8 May (with lots of other events planned) and for our annual dinner. 

Then it all went pear-shaped, or should I say COVID shaped.  Although the country didn’t officially lock 

down until 23 March, to all intents and purposes it happened a week earlier, and all ringing effectively stopped 

at Worth with the ringing for Sunday service on 15 March. 

One of the first things we then did was to set up a WhatsApp group for all the ringers so that we could keep 

in touch, which (if nothing else) has proved to be a forum for sharing jokes mainly about Trump and COVID 

(and sometimes both at once).  In June we started to have fortnightly practices on Zoom, using Ringing 

Room, but the ringing element fizzled out and we just continued to meet for a chat.  In the lead up to 

Christmas we started to meet weekly (apart from the week when I was the guest on the St Nicholas’ Circle 

version of a well-known radio programme). 

Over the summer restrictions started to ease, with services and weddings allowed.  However, ringing was 

still not possible as the requirements for ringing to happen safely meant the need for at least a metre spacing 

between ringers (suitably masked) and good ventilation – not a feature of our ringing room.  With guidelines 
also requiring ringing to be restricted to just 15 minutes before service (on a maximum of three bells in our 

case), it was not going to be practical or worthwhile, never mind that the tower was clad in scaffolding for 

the repairs to (and hopefully waterproofing of) the tower which prevented access anyway! 

Our first challenge came with a wedding on 14 August, which really wanted bells.  A solution was found by 

taking a recording of a quarter peal from December 1983 (both Gerald and I were in it), transferring it from 

cassette tape to my phone, and playing it through a Bluetooth speaker while sitting on a chair in the 

churchyard.  We did not charge the wedding couple for this, but they made a generous donation to the 

church instead.  Having proof of concept, this process was repeated on the following Sunday when services 

with congregations started again.  Thereafter, arriving congregations were welcomed by the sound of Worth 

bells for around 20 minutes each Sunday morning for the rest of the year and also for the Carol Service, for 
Midnight Mass and on Christmas morning.  A second wedding in September also benefited from the sound 

of bells as they emerged from church (and, because I was early, the bride was also rung in), again in return 

for a donation to the church. 

I think that I can safely claim that we maintained our record of providing the sound of bells for all the 

weddings, for every Sunday morning service that had a 

congregation in attendance, as well as for the three Christmas 

services (the Nativity was live streamed without a 

congregation).  However, for the first year since 1998, we 

were not able to ring our end of year quarter. 

On a final note, Worth ringers also participated in two Sussex 

Association quizzes on Zoom, winning one and coming 

second in the other.  Well done, team! 

Here’s hoping for a return to normal before too long and for 

a successful completion of the repairs to the ringing room.   

Thanks for your continued support and fellowship and also to 

Max for setting up our Zoom meetings.  

Neil Dobson, Tower Captain, January 2021 
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While there have been many restrictions to test us this year, we have risen to that challenge and it has been 

a busy time at St Barnabas’, particularly over Advent and Christmas; these activities are highlighted separately. 

Sadly, many of the groups that hire our facilities have been unable to meet, however the Support Groups 

that do such necessary work to the benefit of all the community have been able to continue to meet in the 

Church and Pastoral Centre. 

Good news! Funding for phase 1 of the St Barnabas’ mission project plan has been secured to improve access 

and facilities.  Work will start in early Spring and there will be more about this in the next issue. 

Whilst the church has been closed for public worship the Tuesday services continue to be live streamed, 

with the Sunday services alternating live streaming with the St Nicholas’ service. This is proving to be very 

popular amongst our extended congregation. 

David Anderson 
 

’
 

We have some good news! 

Although we are unable, for the moment, to proceed with the whole project we do now have sufficient 

funding to go ahead with Phase 1 – the Pastoral Centre work.  DMC Building Services Ltd of Copthorne 
will be carrying out the work hopefully commencing at the end of February/beginning of March 2021; an 

exact start date to be confirmed towards the end of January 2021. 

In December 2020 we received the good news that the application for a grant to the Rank Foundation was 

successful and they have awarded us £4,000. We are also fortunate in January 2021 in receiving £10,000 

from the Lottery Community Fund. This is donated towards future phases of the refurbishment – work in 

the Narthex, a new front porch and landscaping of the patio area (in 2020 the Lottery Community Fund 

contributed £10,000 towards the work of the Pastoral Centre).  

We still need much more funding for the other phases of the work – work in the Narthex, a new porch 

and landscaping of the patio area; so please do continue to support us.  Donations can be sent to:     

Worth PCC, sort code 40-18-22, a/c 61223372. (ref: St B project) 

We look forward to the return of our Saturday Markets when it is safe to do so.  

Phyl Pennell    January 2021 

Dear Parish and Supporters, 

As you know we are extremely pleased and excited about the building work at the Pastoral Centre 

beginning very shortly.   Is this now a good time to refresh the name? 

Please do let Fr Michael and Sarah know your suggestions by emailing them directly or via the office. 
 

Virtual Winter Quiz 
 

A virtual Parish Quiz was held on Saturday 30 January via Zoom.  The event was 
created by Sue and Max Perry.  Sue provided an excellent range of questions with 

some that were really quite challenging and others which enabled all to feel 

successful.  There were options for younger participants.  Max ably managed the 

Zoom arrangements which, with 47 internet connections, went remarkably 

smoothly.  Seventeen teams competed and the winners were the Dobson family who, as they won the last 

quiz, retain the trophy and said it would save them disinfecting it!  £260 was raised for Parish funds but, 

more importantly, a good evening was had by all.  Well done, Sue and Max! 

For the next quiz see the advert on page 25                                                                 Graham Beaumont 
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Worth Parish Garden of Remembrance: now in use 
 

The new Garden of Remembrance was dedicated on 4 October 2020 by the Lord Bishop of Chichester, 

for the interment of cremated remains.  It was the first time the consecrated ground around the church 

had been enlarged for over a thousand years. 
 

The path in the centre of the garden is heart-shaped, to remind us 

that love never dies and that in life and in death we are held in the 

loving embrace of God, who created and who loves us always. The 

trees and flowers have all been chosen to be white-flowering to foster 

the reflective mood and conserve a sense of tranquility.  There are 

oak benches set at contrasting vantage points along the path.  All face 

the central area and are comfortable places to stop and rest awhile. 
 

The outer edge of the path is set aside for interments marked with 

memorial tablets.  The tablets are all of the same material, size and 

shape, in order to preserve the harmony of the garden.  The memorial tablets are in Karin mid-grey honed 

(matt finish) granite,18 inches by 12 inches by 2 inches, in landscape format with painted black incised 

lettering, either in Roman full caps or Roman upper and lower case lettering (no italics) and the inscription 

includes dates of both birth and death.  Interments within the circle of the path will be without marking 

tablets.  All interments are in bio-degradable containers, that is to say, no plastic or metal.  This is to keep 

our ground as ecologically friendly as possible, which is also why we allow only fresh flowers.  We ask 

everyone, please, to support our efforts to preserve the visual tranquility of this peaceful area and not 

bring artificial flowers or potted plants, nor to plant trees or shrubs, add ornaments, gravel or other 

chippings, as they will all have to be removed.  In short, please don’t add anything that will distract from 

what is there. If in doubt, please ask the Rector. 
 

Memorial tablets for our new garden can be obtained from Downsview 

Monumental Company, Station Yard, Station Road, Burgess Hill, West 

Sussex RH15 9DG, by emailing monumentalmasonsuk@gmail.com or 

phoning 01444 245737; but if you wish to use another stonemason, 

they will need to provide a sample to the Rector first.  This is because 

there is considerable variation in what is called ‘mid-grey  ’granite. 
 

The Church of England statutory fees are published every January and 

other costs are reviewed each year as well.  The 2021 costs of 

interments in St Nicholas’ Garden of Remembrance, payable to Worth PCC (Worth PCC, Sort Code: 40-

18-22, Account Number: 61223372, Reference: Name of Deceased), are as follows: 
 

£226: this includes the preparation of the site and the burial of ashes in an unmarked plot.  In addition, for 

a marked plot, £144 is payable for a churchyard memorial permit.  If an additional inscription to an existing 

stone is needed, the permit fee is £29.  In 2021, stones from Downsview may be purchased for £200 each, 

plus lettering at £1.45 per letter, plus VAT. 
 

For next steps, please contact Fr Michael on 01293 882 229 or rector@worthparish.org 

 

  

 

Our steeple looking 

very smart in its new 

oak jacket! 

Photos courtesy  

of Linda Richardson 
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Over Christmas we became involved in the delivering Bags of Hope to those who have been 

particularly affected during this last year because of grief, hardship or particular struggles.  We 

identified several people to whom we delivered bags, and initial feedback has been thankfulness that the 

church has not forgotten them. 

Please read on if you want further information or speak to me, Rev’d Sarah. 
 

What is Love Your Neighbour? 

The #LoveYourNeighbour campaign is a grassroots UK-wide emergency response to the Covid-19 crisis.  

Love Your Neighbour (LYN) is strategically partnering with volunteers, churches, schools, hospitals, 

charities, businesses, local councils and others across the UK to help as many people as we possibly can.  

Love Your Neighbour has grown in a few months to become a nation-wide alliance of over 290 churches 

of all denominations, and over 1,000 schools and local community projects. 

What is Love Your Neighbour Crawley (so far) 

Here in Crawley, Love Your Neighbour Crawley began after we received some seed funding and began to 

get involved, as many of you have, in loving our local communities in Covid-19.  Rapidly, we partnered with 

the Easter Team and Crawley Borough Council in helping those that were shielding, and we had other 

churches approach us and join together under the Love Your Neighbour banner.  Whilst in lockdown we 

began LYN prayer services and currently we have 10 Christian organisations (including 7 Churches) that 

have joined or are thinking of joining in. 

Right from the beginning it has been our desire not to be seen as just a St John’s Crawley, HTB centred 

project, but we recognise that this has been the reality in the early stages.  Our hope is that it will grow 

into a movement that will be building on the rich history of the Lighthouse Project, Easter Team, CAP and 

others, in churches working together.  We have started to hold monthly Vision Days at the Charis Centre 

with representatives of those with whom we are partnering to dream and to ascertain our values going 

forward, to see if this could continue, or if it is just for this season. 

In September we found out that we were successful in a match-funded grant from the government through 

national LYN.  This has meant that we have been asked to deliver on food provision, debt advice and re-

employment, and to act as a hub for those in need. 

The Crawley LYN Hub 

From day one we have had lots of volunteers who have done many different ‘random acts of kindness’; 

from delivering beautiful flower displays, to cards of encouragement, shopping for those shielding, 

collecting prescriptions, helping vulnerable mums move house, to YWAM and others clearing gardens, as 

well as being phone friends.  If there has been a need we have rung round the HelpForce Team and by 

God’s grace we nearly always met the need, established a connection with the local Church, and pointed 

people to Jesus. 

With the government funding and as part of the conditions of the funding, we have been able to employ a 

Hub Manager, the wonderful Laura Sajnog, and we are pleased to announce a part-time HelpForce Co-

ordinator, Melanie Pullen.  Our hope is that they will help deliver on the three strands, as well as building 

vision, be a resource for funding, for compliance for partnering organisations, and care for, celebrate and 

value, the HelpForce Team. 

Food Provision 

From the outset we’ve partnered with the Easter Team, as so many of you do, and have done for many 

years.  At the same time we are partnering with the Easter Team and Crawley Open House about further 

food provision, and on the Vision Days we’re dreaming about hot food provision and what this might look 

like as lockdown eases. 
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Debt Advice 

We are partnering with the CAP Centre - the amazing Rachel Dawson and team. 

The timely government grant has meant we have been able to match fund the 

£1,800 given by Churches and individuals every month, for the next year. 

Employment  

This month we have been trialling a course for getting people back into employment ,called Re-Works. We 

are also partnering with Employ Crawley as we play our part in this huge social need. 

Love Christmas (#LoveChristmasLYN) 

LYN has delivered millions of meals, helped millions in need and mobilised a HelpForce Team in its 

thousands across the country, yet it goes largely unnoticed by the BBC and National Media.  The Love 

Christmas campaign comes from a desire to add blessing to those in need or who have served their 

community so well in this time.  The aim was to deliver 1 million boxes across the country, and for us in 

Crawley, 1,000.  We had a budget of £10 per box and have received a gift from central LYN for £5,000 - 

we hoped we could raise a further £5,000 between us all. 

Each bag contains goodies, a leaflet pointing to Alpha and to the LYN Helpline.  We encourage you to 
include a personal invite to the individual HelpForce volunteer’s church, or the church that has requested 

the box. 

If you have read to the bottom of this article and want to know more and are keen to become involved 

please do email or call Reverend Sarah. Many thanks 

 

There's no crossword grid to help you, so instead you have the first letter of the answer and the number 

of letters in each word of the answer 

1. Type of artichoke destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD. (8)  J________ 

2. Biblical paradise projected to Cornwall? (4)    E _______ 

3. Topless Jonah turns into animal rescuer. (4)    N_______ 

4. Mmmmm! A fantastic crowd for a picnic! (4, 8)     F________ 

5. It sounds like this saint is short of underwear! (8)    N_______ 

6. Victim of the multi-coloured coat swap? (6)     J________ 

7. Matriarch of Israel found in a vicarage near you!  (5)    S________ 

8. Early ice cream company destroyed by Joshua? (5, 2, 7)    W_______ 

9. Loch Mire disturbance creates an Eastern sage. (8)   M_______ 

10. "Be a girl" this mixed-up angel advises Mary. (7)    G_______ 

11. Single Scottish man makes renowned wise king of Israel. (7)  S_______ 

12. Embarrassed tailless marine creature provides no obstacle for Moses. (3, 3) R_______ 

13. Ban Arabs?? Ridiculous! This encouraging saint never would. (8)   B_______ 

14. Archangel in heaven and Father in Worth? (7)     M_______ 

15. Hot Sam worried for doubting disciple. (6)     T_______ 

16. This hand-sanitised governor is a high flier we hear. (6)   P_______ 

17. Confused Ade B. gone into the fiery furnace? (8)    A_______ 

18. Part of Macbeth anyone one would recognise as setting for Mary and Martha's house.  (7) B_____ 

19. Neutronic matter explodes as this man acknowledges Christ is divine. (9)   C_______ 

20. Stumbling lead-in? This man braves the lion's den. (6)   D_______ 

From Linda Eels 
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I am sure that you will all have seen the splendid new pricket stand (that’s a posh 

term for a place where votive candles can be lit).  It was created by Carl Wise of 

Mutton Chop Forge using traditional methods from a brief by Fr Michael and, in 

my personal view, is a glorious addition to St Nicholas’.  If you look closely you 

will see subtle references to the Blessed Virgin Mary, like the lilies near the foot. 

 

On the top is a statue of Our Lady of Walsingham (OLW), a limited edition in 

lime which is a copy of the statue in the Holy House within the Shrine Church of 

OLW.  The original was created in 1922, although the statue is not normally seen in this unadorned state, 

being dressed in sumptuous robes for the liturgical seasons. 

 

You probably know this, but the Shrine of Our Lady at Little Walsingham in North 

Norfolk originated from a vision experienced by Richelde of Fervaques in around 

1100 in which she was directed to build a copy of the house in Nazareth where the 

Annunciation took place. A pilgrimage site grew up around it, and a grand priory for 

Augustinian canons. This was all swept away at the Reformation and the original 

statue lost (although some believe it to have been recently rediscovered). 

 

Pilgrimages were revived in 1897 and Walsingham became the leading pilgrimage site in the UK (‘England’s 
Nazareth’). The present Anglican Shrine was built from 1931 on a site close to the original and contains a 

modern version of the Holy House. An extraordinary spiritual place and, if you get the opportunity to visit 

as an individual or with a parish group, do grasp the opportunity. 

 

Reasonably priced versions of the statue, in resin, can be obtained from the Shrine Shop internet site. 

 

Church Mouse 
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It has occurred to Church Mouse to think about how previous plagues may 

have affected Worth.  While there have been frequent ‘plagues’, the most 

significant were the Black Death (1348 onwards), the Great Plague of 1665, 

and the epidemic of Spanish ‘Flu in 1918-20. 

 

The Black Death is probably the most notorious of these events.  Caused 

by Yersinia pestis, and probably spread by fleas from rats to humans, it had 

various forms of which the most prominent was bubonic plague.  Anthrax 

has also been proposed as the pathogen.  Across Europe it killed between 

one and two thirds of the population, and in London about 40% of the 

inhabitants.  Various further outbreaks continued to 1393 and sporadically 

thereafter. 

 

I can find no records of its specific effects in Worth and none of our monuments date back to the 14th 

century.  Speculation about a ‘plague pit’ is inevitable and the record of such sites is often perpetuated in 
folk memory.  When the church was in the centre of the community, such pits were often dug further 

away from the population centre and outside consecrated ground.  However, there are no signs of a pit, 

within or beyond our churchyard. 

 

The next major event was the Great Plague of 1665 – again an outbreak of bubonic plague.  This killed 20% 

of the population and was particularly virulent in London.  Once again, plague pits were required and were 

accidentally discovered in the creation of the London Underground, and more recently during excavations 

for Crossrail.  However, while the disease was carried out from London by fleeing families, there is again 

no evidence for the local impact.  While we do have monuments from the mid-17th century at Worth, it 

does not seem possible to link these to the epidemic. 

 

Spanish Influenza was the last global pandemic and resulted in the death of about 5% of the population.  

This was a particularly potent virus (H1N1 influenza A), highly communicable, and in many cases resulted in 

death within 24 hours. It infected an estimated 20% of the world population and killed 50 million people; 

more people than any other illness in recorded history.  We have 17 monuments at Worth for dates of 

death in 1918 and 1919.  However, none of these can be specifically linked to this disease, and most are of 

individuals of an advanced age; mortality from Spanish ‘Flu was much greater among younger individuals. 

 

It is remarkable, looking back on contemporary accounts, how similar were the 

protective measures to those currently adopted.  Of course, there were rather 

esoteric remedies: herbal cures, taking powdered human excrement, bleeding and 

the like, but avoiding the breath of the affected (there was a respiratory form of 

the Black Death; see the mask for a mediaeval plague doctor, above), maintaining 

social distance, isolation and rigorous personal hygiene (by contemporary 

standards) were all strongly encouraged. 

 

While the death toll from the current pandemic is desperately sad for all those 

bereaved, and we pray for those who have passed and those who mourn them, 

the mortality is not (yet) of the magnitude of these historical plagues – although 

we could still match the consequences of Spanish ‘Flu.  Let us be so grateful for the skill of the medical 
scientists who have created the vaccines and pray that in due course this will limit the effects of 

coronavirus. 

 

Church Mouse 
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 The Mandaeans 

 
The Mandaeans are vanishing, and with them the last whispers of a religion which 

dates back to before ancient Babylon, perhaps 8,000 years ago. 

 Because they worship one God, practise baptism, have Sunday as their 

holy day and revere a prophet called John (the Baptist, not the Evangelist), they 

were once thought to be a Christian sect.  Their symbol (right) looks much like a 

cross, but is simply a representation of the baptismal robe (darfesh) and the four 

directions of the world. However, their religion is wholly separate from 

Christianity.  They believe in a heaven, called the Light-World, and an evil spirit 

who is, unusually, female. Their baptism is essential for 

entering the Light-World and must be performed in clean 

running water.  Mandaeans do not undergo a single baptism, but repeatedly at all 

significant points in their life.  At their first baptism the priest whispers a name, in 

ancient Babylonian text, into the ear of the person being baptised; this will be their 

personal name and is kept secret. Mandaeans are keen astrologers and practise 

(white) magic. 

 The Mandaeans trace their descent from before the Flood and specifically 

from Seth, son of Adam.  They reject Abraham but accept John the Baptist; Christ is 

a minor prophet by comparison.  Mandaeanism is the last Gnostic religion, believing 

that the body needs to be punished so that the mind can become free.  They believe 

in an angel of light, Hibil Ziwa, who is continually contending against darkness.  There are a variety of other 

spirits, of whom the most endearing may be Dinanukht a demon who is half man and half book and “sits by 

the waters between the two worlds, reading himself.” 

 The Mandaeans have been broadly tolerated by Islam as one of the “peoples of the Book” (in 

common with Judaism and Christianity) and are identified with the Sabians, specifically mentioned in the 

Qur’an.  Their own original scriptures were probably originally written in Sumerian, then Akkadian, and 

finally in a form of Aramaic (Mandaeic).  These scriptures are only accessible by the priests and not by the 

laity; indeed, the initial section is filled with dire curses directed against any unauthorised reader. 

 In common with many declining faiths, Manaeanism labours under a number of difficulties: the 
absence of theological knowledge by the laity; the prohibition of marriage outside the religion, at least by 

women; the lack of a clear topographical centre for the cult; and discouragement of converts. 

 But there are other, political, reasons for the 

decline in the Mandaeans, who now number no more 

than thousands worldwide.  Into recent history they 

were settled in the marshes of Southern Iraq, not far 

south of the ancient site of Babylon, but Saddam 

Hussein drained the marshes to drive them (and the 

Marsh Arabs) out. In the horrors which followed 2003, 

without a tribe to protect them, they were subject to murders and kidnapping. Most fled Iraq, many being 
given asylum in Britain (about 1,000) and others in Scandinavia, the USA, Canada and Australia.  Previously 

a small group, they are now splintered and dispersed and it seems unlikely that Mandaeanism will long 

survive. 

 

For more information, see ‘Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms’ by Gerard Russell (2014); the book 

which inspired these articles. 

 
Church Mouse 
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               Watch this space, we can’t wait to return! 

 

               Jenny 

Whilst we were able to have public worship in church within the 

restrictions the St Barnabas Sunday School has not formally met. 

However, children continued to be welcomed in to the church and we 

provided pre-assembled packs containing colouring sheets, word 

searches and other activities for them to use. 

These packs are individually named and given out to the children each 

week. We have also had the pleasure of welcoming new baptism families.  

Since the start of the New Year, to keep everyone safe we have 

reluctantly had to close the church for public worship but we look 

forward to welcoming all of our children back to church soon. 

Caroline and Nicky 

 

 

 

Child-friendly services 

Come and celebrate with us! 

At St Barnabas’ Sunday School is 

every week and the 4th Sunday every  

month is especially child-friendly – 

physically & virtually! 
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Well, I don’t know about you but Christmas started early in our house.  

The Christmas decorations went up at the beginning of Advent!  This 

provided me with the opportunity to have several more weeks of 

mischief than usual.  My favourite, of course, is trying to open the 

presents that are under the tree; the next is trying to knock the 

decorations off of the tree, followed by trying to move the nativity scene 

across the table so that it falls off the end.  Sadly, my humans have long 

since given up leaving edible treats within snatching distance, as that used 

to be my most favourite pastime (but that doesn’t stop me trying - I’m 

very good at vertical leaps!!).  I must stress that despite my playful 

attempts at mischief I do try very hard to be good especially near 

Christmas, as there might be something under the tree … for me!! 

Must go... is that the jingle of bells I hear?? 

Shadow 

P.S. I got three presents!!  

A Santa hat, a squeaky red bone  

and some treats. Yum Yum. 

 

 

 

The hangout team are keeping in touch with each other virtually, but in the meantime we do our bit to 

stay at home, stay safe and stop the virus!       Your hangout team 
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In these difficult times it has been decided that the Children’s Society boxes will not be collected until next 

year.  As I put all my loose change in ours I am all too aware that I have hardly handled any cash this year 

let alone put much change in the box. It is good to hear that we were able to donate over £70 from our 

Christingle service, but I know that all charities are really missing the donations they hope for to do their 

fabulous work.  With the hope of better times next year, if you would like a collecting box at home please 

call Ann Lane on 07973 214095 or alternatively consider going online and making a donation via their 

website.                                                                                                                                  Sue 

 Here is a reminder of some of that done by the Children’s Society.   

We provide specialist support that empowers young people to make positive changes and rediscover their 

hope. They want a future they can look forward to and we’re here to make sure they get it. Working 

alongside young people, their families and community, we will not rest until together, step-by-step, we've 

created a society built for all children.  

Young people come to us when they have low self-esteem, when they’re living in families who can’t afford 

the next meal, the next size up in school uniform or when there's no one else to lean on. 

Refugee and migrant children land in this country alone and look to us for guidance to achieve the life they 

dreamed of, to have a settled home, a secure job and starting a family. They’re not asking for too much. 

We see teenagers in our services who want to quit using drugs or alcohol; who are looking after mum, 

dad, or their siblings more than they bargained for; or who have been taken advantage of and find 

themselves carrying drugs to far away towns, or having sex with strangers.  

Often, the hope inside them has taken a battering, it might only be hanging by a thread, but we know it's 

there and we see a better future is in reach. 

Building hope  

We see young people get on, get up and achieve great things. We love being part of that determination to 

not let anything get them down. So we don’t let them down. 

Young people come to us when they need someone to talk to, for therapy, sometimes just a bite to eat. 

To help with their court case, to talk to their mum, social services, their teacher, to sometimes not talk at 

all. We work with young people for as long as it takes and we’re with them no matter what. 

They’re happy to start over again and try something new to reach their goals and we’re there to give them 

the encouragement they need. We take inspiration from the courage and hope we see in young people 

every day, fuelling our belief that a good childhood is something every young person deserves.  

There’s going to be a brighter future! 

Taken from the Children’s Society Website 
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Enter our monthly draw and help us raise 

funds for our many upcoming projects. Prizes 

of £100, £50 and £25 every month!  Each 

month, a random number is selected by 

computer and if it’s yours, you win. Much 

better odds than the National Lottery ! 

 

For £10 a month (standing order), you can 

buy a number for a whole year. You can have 

as many numbers as you like - the more 

numbers sold, the bigger the prize fund for 

you and the parish.   Why not encourage 

friends to join or give someone a number as 

a gift? 

Contact the Parish Office on 0300 111 8150 

Or email office@worthparish.org 
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Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 

Contact 
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Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals Parish Office 

Bellringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, 

Church) 

Revd Sarah 

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens 

Children’s Society Ann Lane 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

 Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) Gerald Sandwell 

Colin Smith 

Co-ordinator (Parish) Sue Perry 

Events Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Caroline Formby  

Lay) Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 

Giving (Donations etc) Sheila Dring 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Linda Eells 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Magazine Sue Perry 

Messy Church (not running during the 

pandemic) 

Sue Walshe 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish)  (manned or ansaphone 24/7)  

Office at St Barnabas’ (not generally manned)  

PCC Chair Michael Boag 

PCC Secretary Liz Gallagher 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Treasurer  Sheila Dring 

Prayer Group Linda Eells 

Safeguarding Officer Anita Wilkinson 
Social Media David Anderson 

Stewardship Officer  Stuart Sharpe 

St Nicholas’ Circle Max Perry 

Sunday School Caroline Formby 

Toddlers (not running during the pandemic) Jenny Dobson 

Website www.worthparish.org 

Weddings Parish Office 0300 111 8150 

The days are becoming more long 

But colder, which seems all wrong 

We shiver and squirm 

But I’d like to affirm 

I shall greet the new Spring with a song! 

 

We drive on the left of the road, 

It’s there in the Highwayman’s Code 

We drive with such care 

But the potholes are there 

So we drive on what’s left of the road. 
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