
 
 

Welcome to 
St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 

St Nicholas’ in Worth 
 
 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 
services as well as notices for everyone.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

          SERVICES TODAY 
 

  Certain services will be available   
online (live or recorded): 

 

 8:00 Holy Communion (BCP)     St Nicholas’ 
  Celebrant & Preacher    Revd Gordon Parry 
 10:00 Said Eucharist                   St Barnabas’ 
  Celebrant & Preacher Revd Sarah Upchurch 
 10:00 Said Eucharist                   St Nicholas’ 
  Celebrant & Preacher         Fr Michael Boag 
 

 16:00 Christingle                      St Barnabas’ 
 
  In addition, St Nicholas’ will be open every 
day for individual private prayer, as will the 
Narthex at St Barnabas’. 

 

John the Baptist is an alternative figure.  
He spent much time away from populous 
areas in the wilderness.  St John calls him a 
‘witness to testify to the light’.  John the 
Baptist was preparing those whom he 
encountered for a revelation on earth of 
the Son of God, the start of Christ’s 
ministry.  The Third Sunday of Advent is 
traditionally kept as ‘Rose Sunday’ or 
‘Gaudete’(‘rejoice’), when the rose-
coloured candle of the Advent wreath is lit 
as a colourful relief from the serious 
contemplation of the rest of the violet-
clothed Advent season.  The colour rose 
has been described as ‘violet approaching 
white’: our anticipation of the coming of 
the light is nearing realisation. 
John the Baptist’s announcements that 
Christ was about to begin his earthly 
ministry were not easily understood.  
Many thought that he was one of the 
Hebrew prophets.  Was he Elijah? He 
quoted from Isaiah’s prophecy but denied 
that he was him, anticipating the imminent 
arrival of the holy figure of Christ himself. 

Every year, Christians re-live this 
anticipation, the coming of the light to 
overcome darkness.  In this sense, 
elements of pre-Christian festivities 
around the shortest day in the year in the 
northern hemisphere live on.  The placing 
of decorative lights and tableaux around 
many of our streets and houses has 
happened, the Wakehurst Christmas tree 
(Britain’s tallest) is once more a visible 
beacon for miles around as we hope that, 
gradually, light prevails over darkness in 
the passage of the seasons and in our 
understanding of the ordering of the world 
by our creator God.  More than for a long 
time, a year filled with light and hope is 
what so many yearn and pray for at this 
dark time. 

                             Gordon 
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Please send pew sheet notices to 
pewsheet@worthparish.org or phone 

0300 111 8150 

Registered Charity no. 1131090 
 



Collect 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first 
coming sent your messenger to prepare 
your way before you: grant that the 
ministers and stewards of your mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready 
your way by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that 
at your second coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in 
your sight; for you are alive and reign with 
the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.     Amen 
 

Reading   Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
because the Lord has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release 
to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn; to 
provide for those who mourn in Zion - to 

give them a garland instead 
of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the 
mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be 
called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they 
shall raise up the former devastations; they 
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations 
of many generations. 
For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and 
wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them. Their descendants shall 
be known among the nations, and their 
offspring among the peoples; all who see 
them shall acknowledge that they are a 
people whom the Lord has blessed. I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being 
shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me 
with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and 
as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring 
up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 
Psalm   Psalm 126 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of 
Zion, we were like those who dream. Then 
our mouth was filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy; then it was said 
among the nations, The Lord 
has done great things for 
them.’ The Lord has done great things for us, 
and we rejoiced. 
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the 
watercourses in the Negeb. May those who 
sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those 
who go out weeping, bearing the seed for 
sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, 
carrying their sheaves. 
 

Reading   1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 
Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do 
not quench the Spirit. Do 
not despise the words of prophets, but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain 
from every form of evil. 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
 

Gospel   John 1.6-8, 19-28 
There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 
This is the testimony given by 

John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 
He confessed and did not deny it, but 



confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they 
asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He 
said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He 
answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who 
are you? Let us have an answer for those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ He 
said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, “Make straight the way of the 
Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said. 
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 
They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing 
if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor 
the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize 
with water. Among you stands one whom 
you do not know, the one who is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

Post Communion 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 
heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your 
Spirit that when your Christ comes again we 
may shine as lights before his face; who is 
alive and reigns now and for ever.    Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Course 
The parish is running an Advent course on 
Wednesdays throughout Advent at 10:30 via 
zoom, continuing on Wednesday 16 Dec. The 
sessions are based on the Advent Podcasts 
released by the Diocese on the theme of Nine 
Lessons and Carols. Each session is stand-alone 
so there is no need to commit to the whole 
programme, just join when you are free! 
Please email Revd Greta at 
curate@worthparish.org for more information 
and/or the link.  Please let others know who 
might not be reached by the Pewsheet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance at Christmas Services 
If you intend to attend the Christmas services at 
either church, please inform Sue at the Office. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 

 
 
 

Worth Parish Christingle 
TODAY at 16:00 at St Barnabas’! 

For last minute availability to attend in person, 
or to collect Christingles to join in at home, 
ring Revd Sarah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Hand sanitising, masks and social distancing 
are still required. 

Some services will be available online 
(live or recorded) 

Tues    
15 Dec 

10:30 Eucharist St Barnabas’ 

Thur   
17 Dec 

10:30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun     
20 Dec 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
(BCP) 

 10:00  Said Eucharist 
 10:00  Said Eucharist 
 15:00  Blue Christmas 
 16:30  Nine Lessons 

and Carols 
    (choir but no       

congregational 
singing) 

St Nicholas’ 
 

St Barnabas’ 
St Nicholas’ 
St Barnabas’ 
St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 20 December 2020 
Advent 4 

 

2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16    Magnificat 
Romans 16.25-27      Luke 1.26-38 

Festivals this week 

Mon    
14 Dec 

John of the Cross, Poet,, Teacher  
1591  (LF) 

Thur       
17 Dec 

O Sapientia  (LF) 
Eglantyne Jebb, Social Reformer, 
Founder of ‘Save the Children’  

1928  (C) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 



 

St Barnabas’ Julian Group 
Monday 14 December 14:30 

Please join us for half an hour of silent prayer and 
contemplation as we meet in the church once 
more. 
 
 
 

Blue Christmas 
Blue Christmas will be at St Barnabas’ on Sunday 
20 December at 15:00. 
 
 
 

The Hangout Youth Club 
Fridays during term time. 19:00-20:30. 

Years 7-11. Entry free. 
Due to current guidelines and limitations on 
numbers, places need to be booked by emailing: 
youth@worthparish.org 
 
 
 

Saturdays 10:30 via Zoom 
Please join us via Zoom for our Rise and Shine 
‘coffee’ mornings. A chance to chat to friends old 
and new! Contact Revd Greta for further 
information and/or the Zoom link for the 
sessions at:  curate@worthparish.org 
 
 
 

Gifts under the Christmas Trees 
As in previous years we will be collecting gifts for 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  This year 
our gifts will be distributed to Open House 
which provides support for those suffering the 
effects of homelessness, unemployment, 
loneliness, discrimination or other forms of social 
exclusion.  Suitable donations – which must be 
new but do not need gift-wrap - include warm 
clothing, toiletries and packaged foods.  Please 
place your gifts in one of the boxes under the 
trees when you attend any services up to and 
including 22 December.  We look forward to a 
bumper collection – particularly when so many 
are in desperate need this year.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

Chichester Cathdral 
The Chichester Nativity 

A new art installation to herald the heroes of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic.  Until 3 February 2021. 
For further information, go to 
www.chichestercathedral.org.uk  
or Facebook: @ChichesterCathedral 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Erin Hope Laing 
We welcome Erin Hope Laing born on 24 Nov; a 
daughter for Lucy and Richard, and a sister for 
Toby. 
 
 
 

Christmas Charities 
Cash collections at Christmas services will be 
divided among our Christmas charities, which are 
Open House, Home Start, Tariro and the Parish. 
 
 
 

Making a donation to the Parish 
Parish finances are suffering in the present 
circumstances, largely as result of the loss of Hall 
and Pastoral Centre bookings.  A discussion by 
Stuart Sharpe appears in the latest Magazine. 
In the meantime, you may make a donation to 
the Parish at: 
Worth PCC, sort code 40-18-22 a/c 61223372 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag                     01293 882229 
rector@worthparish.org          (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas’ 
Revd Sarah Upchurch            01293 524804 
vicarstb@worthparish.org        (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  
Revd Gordon Parry               07802 432398 
gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Greta, the Curate          (Thurs & Sun) 
curate@worthparish.org 
 

Churchwardens 
David Anderson (St B)           01293 409914 
stbwarden@worthparish.org 
Gerald Sandwell (St N)          01293 883388 
Colin Smith  (St N)                01293 889894 

 

Worth Parish Office  
Sue Perry                              0300 111 8150 
office@worthparish.org  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 


