
 
 

Welcome to 
St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 

St Nicholas’ in Worth 
 
 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 
services as well as notices for everyone.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

          SERVICES TODAY 
 

  Certain services will be available   
online (live or recorded): 

 

 8:00 Holy Communion (BCP)     St Nicholas’ 
  Celebrant & Preacher    Revd Gordon Parry 
 10:00 Said Eucharist                   St Barnabas’ 
  Celebrant & Preacher Revd Sarah Upchurch 
 10:00 Said Eucharist                   St Nicholas’ 
  Celebrant & Preacher         Fr Michael Boag 
 

  In addition, St Nicholas’ will be open every 
day for individual private prayer, as will the 
Narthex at St Barnabas’. 

 

 

The first verse of this morning’s Gospel 
reading, the first verse of St Mark’s 
Gospel, is remarkably precise. And it is a 
summary of the entire Gospel.  
Everything that follows leads back to this 
statement and asks, now you’ve 
heard/read it, how do you respond to it? 

‘The beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.’ 

Every word is important.  More obvious 
in the original Greek but the meaning is 
also clear in English.  The beginning, not 
just any beginning, the beginning is when 
you first hear or read the Gospel and in 
that beginning is when you meet and 
encounter The Good News.  The book 
itself is the beginning of the good news.  
There may be other stories the reader 
has encountered about Jesus of Nazareth 
but the truth of the revelation of Jesus is 
contained here.  That there may have 
been times when we have heard but did 
not listen is not the point, what is 
important is that there is good news and 
good news for each one of us starts 
somewhere. 

The Gospel, the good news, is not a 
literary genre such as biography or 
history.  What follows from this first 
sentence about the life, ministry, death 
and resurrection of Jesus is the Good 
News, his name means the anointed 
saviour (Jesus, ‘God saves’, Christ, ‘the 
Anointed One’).  It is God’s good news 
and Jesus himself is God’s good news; 
the Son of God.  

All of this in one short sentence! 
 

                               Fr Michael 
 

PS Happy St Nicholas’ Day! 
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Please send pew sheet notices to 
pewsheet@worthparish.org or phone 

0300 111 8150 

Registered Charity no. 1131090 
 



Collect 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and 
come among us, and with great might 
succour us; that whereas, through our sins 
and wickedness we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily 
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, to whom with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now 
and for ever.     Amen 
 

Reading   Isaiah 40.1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your 
God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that she has served her term, that her 
penalty is paid, that she has received from the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 
be made low; the uneven ground shall 
become level, and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What 
shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their 
constancy is like the flower of the field. The 

grass withers, the flower 
fades, when the breath of the 
Lord blows upon it; surely 
the people are grass. The 
grass withers, the flower 
fades; but the word of our 
God will stand for ever. Get 

you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of 
good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, 
do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is 
your God!’ See, the Lord God comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. He 
will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them 
in his bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep. 
 

Psalm   Psalm 85.1-2,8-13 
Lord, you were favourable to your land; you 
restored the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave 
the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all 
their sin. Let me hear what 
God the Lord will speak, 
for he will speak peace to 
his people, to his faithful, 
to those who turn to him 
in their hearts. Surely his 
salvation is at hand for 
those who fear him, that his glory may dwell 
in our land. 
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
and righteousness will look down from the 
sky. The Lord will give what is good, and our 
land will yield its increase. Righteousness will 
go before him, and will make a path for his 
steps. 
 

Reading   2 Peter 3.8-15a 
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that 
with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like one day. 

The Lord is not slow about his 
promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with 
you, not wanting any to perish, 
but all to come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief, and then the heavens will 
pass away with a loud noise, and the elements 
will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in 
this way, what sort of people ought you to be 
in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 
waiting for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will 
be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements 
will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his 
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new 
earth, where righteousness is at home. 
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for 
these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; and regard 
the patience of our Lord as salvation. 



Gospel   Mark 1.1-8 
The beginning of the good 
news of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. 
As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead 

of you, who will prepare your way; the voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”’, 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the 
whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s 
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I 
have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 

Post Communion 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to 
redeem the world and will send him again to 
be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, we may be ready 
to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Course 
The parish is running an Advent course on 
Wednesdays throughout Advent at 10.30am via 
zoom, continuing on Wednesday 9 December. 
The sessions are based on the Advent Podcasts 
released by the Diocese on the theme of Nine 
Lessons and Carols. Each session is stand-alone 
so there is no need to commit to the whole 
programme, just join when you are free! 
Please email Revd Greta at 
curate@worthparish.org for more information 
and/or the link.  Please let others know who 
might not be reached by the Pewsheet. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Worth Parish Christingle 
on the 13 December at 16:00 at St Barnabas’! 
Please contact Revd Sarah as places are limited 
'in person' but the service will be streamed at 
16:00 on Facebook for those who have collected 
their Christingles in advance! More information 
to follow. 
 
 
 

St Nicholas’ Julian Group 
Thursday 10 December 14:30 

Please join us for half an hour of silent prayer and 
contemplation as we meet in the church once 
more. 
Plenty of space available to socially distance! 
 
 
 
 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Hand sanitising, masks and social distancing 
are still required. 

Some services will be available online 
(live or recorded) 

Tues    
8 Dec 

10:30 Eucharist St Barnabas’ 

Thur   
10 Dec 

10:30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun     
13 Dec 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
(BCP) 

 10:00  Said Eucharist 
 10:00  Said Eucharist 
 16:00 Christingle 
    (see notice below) 

St Nicholas’ 
 

St Barnabas’ 
St Nicholas’ 
St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 13 December 2020 
Advent 3 

 

Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11    Psalm 126 
1 Thessalonians 5.16-24    John 1.6-8,19-28 

Festivals this week 

Mon    
7 Dec 

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 
Teacher  397  (LF) 

Tues       
8 Dec 

The Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary  (LF) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 



 

DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 

 
 

Attendance at Christmas Services 
If you intend to attend the Christmas services at 
either church, please inform Sue at the Office. 
 
 

Blue Christmas 
Blue Christmas will be at St Barnabas’ on Sunday 
20 December at 15:00. 
 
 

The Hangout Youth Club 
Fridays during term time. 19:00-20:30. 

Years 7-11. Entry free. 
Due to current guidelines and limitations on 
numbers, places need to be booked by emailing: 
youth@worthparish.org 
 
 

Saturdays 10:30 via Zoom 
Please join us via Zoom for our Rise and Shine 
‘coffee’ mornings. A chance to chat to friends old 
and new! Contact Revd Greta for further 
information and/or the Zoom link for the 
sessions at:  curate@worthparish.org 
 
 

Gifts under the Christmas Trees 
As in previous years we will be collecting gifts for 
those less fortunate than ourselves.  This year 
our gifts will be distributed to Open House 
which provides support for those suffering the 
effects of homelessness, unemployment, 
loneliness, discrimination or other forms of social 
exclusion.  Suitable donations – which must be 
new but do not need gift-wrap - include warm 
clothing, toiletries and packaged foods.  Please 
place your gifts in one of the boxes under the 
trees when you attend any services up to and 
including 22 December.  We look forward to a 
bumper collection – particularly when so many 
are in desperate need this year.  Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Making a donation to the Parish 
Parish finances are suffering in the present 
circumstances, largely as result of the loss of Hall 
and Pastoral Centre bookings.  A discussion by 
Stuart Sharpe appears in the latest Magazine. 
In the meantime, you may make a donation to 
the Parish at: 
Worth PCC, sort code 40-18-22 a/c 61223372 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag                     01293 882229 
rector@worthparish.org          (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas’ 
Revd Sarah Upchurch            01293 524804 
vicarstb@worthparish.org        (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  
Revd Gordon Parry               07802 432398 
gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Greta, the Curate          (Thurs & Sun) 
curate@worthparish.org 
 

Churchwardens 
David Anderson (St B)           01293 409914 
stbwarden@worthparish.org 
Gerald Sandwell (St N)          01293 883388 
Colin Smith  (St N)                01293 889894 

 

Worth Parish Office  
Sue Perry                              0300 111 8150 
office@worthparish.org  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 


