
 

 
Welcome to 

St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 
St Nicholas’ in Worth 

 
 
 
 

On the advice of the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York all public worship is suspended 
until further notice. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
  

There will be no public worship today. 
 

 

How are you all doing? 

These are challenging times for us all, it 
is natural for us as humans to gather 
and share each other’s company and 
now we find ourselves separated 
physically from our friends and family.  
We have arranged groups of people 
both at St Barnabas’ and St Nicholas’ 
congregations to ‘look out’ for each 
other and keep in touch.  As Christians 
we have love for one another and a 
hope in Jesus that is part of who we 
are, our Christian identity.  We are 
looking at ways to keep in touch by 
video which is fun, and I have seen 
people communicating through 
windows with signs.  We will let you 
know how to access these different 
ways of communicating as we progress.  
Even though we cannot worship 
together physically we can still worship, 
give worth to God in our homes and 
streets. 

The Gospel passage this week is all 
about Lazarus who was the brother of 
Mary and Martha; the whole family 
were good friends of Jesus.  There is a 
great story about Mary and Martha in 
Luke’s Gospel chapter 10 verses 38-42.  
Mary sits at Jesus’ feet instead of 
rushing around helping Martha with all 
the household tasks.  Jesus says to 
Martha that; “Mary has chosen the 
better part, which will not be taken 
away from her.” 

In that account it is Mary who reveres 
Jesus and now here it is in John’s 
Gospel where it is Martha who 
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CHURCHES NOW CLOSED 
 

There will no longer be access to either 
St Barnabas’ or St Nicholas’ 

until further notice. 

Please send pew sheet notices to 
pewsheet@worthparish.org or 

phone 0300 111 8150 

 
ALL 

Events and Meetings 
are cancelled or postponed 

until further notice. 
 

See www.worthparish.org 
For the latest information 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collect 
Most merciful God, who by the death and 
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: grant that by 
faith in him who suffered on the cross we 
may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.       Amen 
 

Reading   Ezekiel 37.1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he 
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 

full of bones. He led me 
all round them; there 
were very many lying in 
the valley, and they were 
very dry. He said to me, 
‘Mortal, can these bones 

live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord 
God to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews 
on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath 
in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the Lord.’ 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; 
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. Then he 

 

declares that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
anointed one.  Martha knows and says that 
if Jesus has been with them then her 
brother Lazarus wold not have died.  The 
sisters know that Jesus can perform 
miracles.  But he wasn’t there physically. 

Does this limit the power of Jesus?  No.  
For when he knows, he prays and from that 
moment Lazarus is being healed miles away.  
This is all to do with timing.  God’s timing is 
different from ours.  All human hope was 
lost because they knew about how long 
Lazarus had laid in the tomb and knew what 
would have happened to his physical body.  
But when Jesus arrives then Jesus calls for 
the stone to be rolled away; lo and behold 
he calls Lazarus out!  Nothing is impossible 
with God. 

This echoes what will happen to Jesus on 
that first Easter morning when his friends go 
to visit him to anoint him and he is not 
there.  The tomb is empty.  What hope we 
have, to remember and to look forward to.  
Are we reminding ourselves of that hope, 
the hope we have in Jesus? 

This hope is what will help us through this 
temporary time of physical separation and 
perhaps isolation.  God will have been 
already working in and through all sorts of 
individuals all around the world to combat 
this disease.  The virus will be defeated and 
soon enough we will be together again!  
Take courage for the Lord your God is with 
you! 

Please join me in the following prayer; 

Let us pray, 

Strengthen each one of us Lord as we all have 
a vital part to play in keeping each other safe 
by being obedient.  We also pray for strength 
and fortitude, wisdom and resilience for our 
government, the scientists and NHS in the 
face of danger.  May we draw closer to God 
and become stronger in our relationship with 
Jesus and learn to trust in him, to pray to 
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the Holy Spirit to inspire us to comfort 
one another in different ways until we 
return to be stronger together in the 
future. 

Peace be with you, 
 
                                    Revd Sarah 



said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 
says the Lord God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, 
a vast multitude. 
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are 
the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I 
am going to open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you 
shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 
the Lord.’ 
 
Psalm Psalm 130 
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, 
hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to 
the voice of my supplications! 

If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, Lord, who could 
stand? But there is 
forgiveness with you, so that 
you may be revered. 
I wait for the Lord, my soul 
waits, and in his word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord more than those 
who watch for the morning, more than those 
who watch for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord 
there is steadfast love, and with him is great 
power to redeem. It is he who will redeem 
Israel from all its iniquities. 
 

Reading  Romans 8.6-11 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God’s law - indeed it cannot, and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the 
Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is 
in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 
 

Gospel   John 11.1-45 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, 
he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; 
rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, 
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. 
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us 
go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, 
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours 
of daylight? Those who walk during the day 
do not stumble, because they see the light of 
this world. But those who walk at night 
stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 
After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there 
to awaken him. ‘The disciples said to him, 
‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking 
about his death, but they thought that he was 
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow-



disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.’ 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
had already been in the tomb for four days. 
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 
miles away, and many of the Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to console them about 
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, while 
Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, 
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.’ 
When she had said this, she went back and 
called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 
And when she heard it, she got up quickly 
and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. The Jews who 
were with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. When 
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he 
was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ 
They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus 
began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he 
loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
have kept this man from dying?’ 
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to 
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 
him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because 
he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?’ So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for 
having heard me. I knew that you always hear 
me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he 

cried with a loud 
voice, ‘Lazarus, 
come out!’ The 
dead man came 
out, his hands and 
feet bound with 
strips of cloth, 
and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come 
with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 
 

Post Communion 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that 
what we do for the least of our brothers 
and sisters we do also for you: give us the 
will to be the servant of others as you were 
the servant of all, and gave up your life and 
died for us, but are alive and reign, now and 
for ever.     Amen 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

 There will be no public 
worship until further 

notice. 

 

Sunday 5 April 2020 
Palm Sunday 

 

Isaiah. 50.4-9a        Psalm 31.9-16 
Philippians 2.5-11      Matthew 27.11-54 



 
 

DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 
 

St Nicholas’ Easter Flowers 
It is with regret, but in keeping with current 
advice, the fact that all churches are now closed 
for the foreseeable future and the fact that 
flowers are not likely to be available, added to 
the fact that we don’t want people to leave home 
to deliver money and so put themselves and 
others at risk, that we are not going to collect 
slips, names or money this year. We are sure 
that you will remember your loved ones in your 
own way! Please take care and stay safe. 
Noreen Oxlade. 
 

If you use Amazon please shop via 
smile.amazon.co.uk where you can choose to 
support The Parochial Church Council Of The 
Ecclesiastical Parish Of Worth, Pound Hill & 
Maidenbower. We will benefit from a percentage 
of your spend, at no cost to you. If you need help 
with this, please email hello@worthparish.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information about events at Chichester 
Cathedral and other resources can be found at: 
at:     www.chichestercathedral.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Festivals this week 

 Tues  
31 Mar 

John Donne, Priest, Poet  1631  
(C) 

Wed 
25 Mar 

Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest, 
Teacher of the Faith  1872  (C) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 

CONTACTS 
The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag                     01293 882229 
rector@worthparish.org          (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas’ 
Revd Sarah Upchurch            01293 524804 
vicarstb@worthparish.org        (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  
Revd Gordon Parry               07802 432398 
gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring (St B)                 01293 513496 
Phyl Pennell (St B)                 01293 883362 
Gerald Sandwell (St N)          01293 883388 
Colin Smith  (St N)                01293 889894 

 

Worth Parish Office  
Sue Perry                              0300 111 8150 
office@worthparish.org  
 

    www.facebook.com/WorthParish 
  www.twitter.com/worthparish 
    www.instagram.com/worthparish 
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Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 


