
  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 



Rector Fr Michael Boag rector@worthparish.org 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd Sarah Upchurch vicarstb@worthparish.org 01293 524804 

Assistant Priests 
Revd Canon Roger Brown 01293 520454 

Revd Gordon Parry 07802 432398 

 

Our regular services are shown below; a calendar at the back of this magazine details special services, 

groups and events happening throughout the next two months. 

 ’,  ’,  
 

Sundays 

 

 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

10.00  Sung Eucharist  

 (Common Worship)  

 

 

10.00 1st,  2nd and 3rd Sundays -  

 Eucharist and Sunday School 
 

10.00 4th Sundays 

Child- friendly Eucharist  

Tuesdays   10.30  Eucharist 

Wednesday   
15:15 Messy Church at St Barnabas’ 
 12 Feb & 18 Mar   

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist    

Saturday  
15:30 Messy Church at St Barnabas’ 
 8 Feb & 14 Mar    

 

 

And here’s what’s happening in the café each week: 

‘  
Tuesdays 10.30 - 12.00      Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Thursdays 14.00 - 16.00 Knit and Natter -bring any crafts to do 

Fridays 10.30 - 12.30 Pop in for a cake and a drink 

12.30 Lunches – please prebook tickets (£6.50) by calling 0300 111 8150 

Saturdays 10.30 - 12.00 Pop in for a cake and a drink. Market on the first Saturday each month 
 

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 

email office@worthparish.org   

To contact Fr Michael, please phone 01293 

882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email him at 

rector@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293 

524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email her at 

vicarstb@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Gordon, phone 07802 432398. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
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Being a real animal lover, I was very interested in finding out the answer to the question, 

According to the Bible, how many animals were in the stable when Jesus was born?  Well, 

the gospels of Mark and John don’t record His birth at all and according to the gospels of Matthew and 

Luke no animals were present. So that takes us neatly onto the wise men, but you will need to look on 

page 16 to find the answer to that.   

So Christmas is over and a new year has begun and already it is looking as if 2020 is going to be a very 

exciting year in the parish. It is amazing how quickly things fell into place once the Ringers mentioned the 

idea sent out from the Bell Ringers Association that the bells should be rung on 8 May to celebrate 75 
years of relative peace in our time.  Within 24 hours a whole programme of events came together and 

although the finer details are still being sorted (more details on page 11, but save the date!), it is looking as 

if we will be celebrating it in style.  I have gathered some of forthcoming events into a handy pull-out 

middle page spread. So pin it to your board and with a brief reminder of what we have been up to, some 

interesting articles from our very own Church rodent and a round up of our young people, read on……                                    

Sue x 

 

Since the beginning of the Church’s ‘New Year’ (the start of Advent) we have been taken on a journey that 

has already witnessed many episodes. Advent was a time of expectation and preparation: were we in a fit 

state to entertain the prospect and the reality of the anniversary of Christ’s birth? Would we have had 

problems identifying who he really is or would we have ‘got it’ like the shepherds and the wise men? 

Would we have felt threatened as Herod did? Would we have said that there were more urgent things to 

do in order to ensure that the logistical operation of Christmas was satisfactorily completed? 

Then at Christmas could we see the wood for the trees, the promises, potential inevitabilities and ultimate 

triumph of Christ’s earthly ministry or the social and material obligations and so-called necessities of 

Christmas as described relentlessly by the advertising media? On Boxing Day did we ignore 

commemoration of the sacrifice of the first Christian martyr, Stephen or was there still too much to do, 

travelling to undertake, seasonal favours to repay? 

What of the wise men? They actually speak directly to our times, acknowledging the Christ from the varied 

perspectives of different races, cultures and beliefs. The Christian narrative of the Epiphany has historically 

been, perhaps, too taken up by their gifts, symbols of kingship, divinity and death, and less concerned about 

the implications of their origins, their characteristics and their wider meaning for us in a multi-faith, 

heterogeneous society.  

In the midst of this, Christ comes to John the Baptist who, despite knowing that he was the precursor and 

‘announcer’ of Christ, was awestruck by his responsibility for the baptism of Christ, suggesting that the 
roles of  baptiser and the baptised should be reversed. We contemplate baptism and what it means to be 

baptised into God’s Church and to be given the means to rid ourselves ultimately of the sinful nature of 

the human condition.  

After a chronological jump, we next enter into the identification and assembling of Christ’s disciples. There 

is the play on words as Simon Peter – ‘Cephas’ – the rock – is identified and becomes a disciple with a 

huge and pending responsibility for the establishment of the Church. There is the remarkable take-up of 

Christ’s invitation to follow him and to ‘come and see’. It says a huge amount about the magnetism of 

Christ that ordinary working people were said to have left their fishing boats and journeyed with Christ. 

Imagine a building site today. A man appears. ‘Follow me’, he says. Immediately several individuals put down 

their hard hats and are gone… 

Our faith has to be located in the midst of our day to day lives, not just reserved for particular times and 

places, important though they are. Christ has indeed ‘come again’. He lives and takes root in our hearts if 

we can acknowledge this deepest reality of our being. He gives us a divine perspective on our key 

relationships, our dealings with our community and the wider world. That is what is meant by our ‘living 

faith’.  
 

Gordon 
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Christmas Fair 
 

We had a brilliant time at the Christmas Fair.  In the children’s 

corner Santa was kept busy, not least because we all wanted to try 

out the sleigh! 
 

Our Messy Table was kept busy with lots of free activities. 
 

We had plenty of helpers from our Youth Group members, 

they did a fabulous job minding the various stalls. 
 

A huge thank you to all of our wonderful team... We raised a 

fantastic amount. 
 

Caroline Formby 

Church Mouse’s Christmas 

 
‘Twas Thursday before Christmas  
When down at St Nic’s 

Fun was to be had 

Followed by cake, cheese and bics. 

We listened and laughed 

Till our sides nearly split 

Thanks to Di, Caro and Graham 

It was a great hit. 

Sue 

 

For some people Christmas time is tinged with sadness.  I grew up knowing 

that my Mother did not like Christmas.  My father, a Merchant Seaman, was 

killed in 1940 so for her it was time of sadness and remembrance.  For Stuart 

too this is a time to remember his son, Peter, who died in December three 

years ago. 
 

So, we gathered with others to share a Blue Christmas.  The Mothers Union 

provided a Christmas tree decorated with blue baubles.  The theme of the 

service was one of hope and remembrance.  We stayed seated throughout the 

service and started by singing “O Little Town of Bethlehem”. 
 

This was followed by prayer and The Christmas Story read by Stuart. 
 

 

We then each lit a candle and placed it on the altar thinking our own thoughts 

and praying as we did so.  This was then followed with the lighting of the Advent Candles; Sarah used a 

suitable prayer for each one.  More prayers followed and the service ended with “Silent Night” and a 

Blessing. 
 

The congregation was small but it was a peaceful time in the bustle of Christmas to reflect and renew one’s 

strength and hopes for the future.  I know there were people who, because of other commitments, did not 

attend.  I hope next year that more people will wish to attend. 

 

Mary Sharpe 
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Christingle 
 

Fabulous fun at our Christingle; you could smell 

the juicy oranges as we made our Christingles. 

The candles glowed as we lit them and the 

children’s faces shone.  Revd Sarah prayed for 

the whole world, for our Parish and for all in 

need; a great sense of joy as we looked forward 

to Christmas and went out into the night air. 
Caroline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crib Service & Nativity at St Nicholas’ 2019 

 

I don’t know about the ‘no room at the Inn’ for Mary, Joseph and the expected baby Jesus: 

we managed to find room for them and more than 330 folk as they came on Christmas Eve 

to hear, see and sing the wonderful Christmas Story of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Once again, we set the format to four Bible readings and carols, while the children brought 

the tableau to life. We had three rehearsals on evenings before Christmas Eve; some had 

taken part in previous years, and some had come for the first time – wonderful! The publicity 

is still working. Some children even brought friends so we had a full compliment of characters, 

plus one extra King on the night, who was an absolute joy and joined in very well, especially 

as he was so young. He has got the job for next Christmas too, as have all the other children 

if they come along! 
 

Joseph helped a weary Mary on the last part of their journey to Bethlehem; the shepherds 

heard the news from the angels, made their way to the manger with their lambs, and then 

suddenly a star appeared, guiding the Magi, who had brought gifts.  When all had been 

presented to the baby Jesus, the children in the tableau sang beautifully, unaccompanied, Silent 

Night  It left the church silent too for about 30 seconds then a chorus of applause rang out.  

Thank you to all of the children, their parents, all the 

helpers on the afternoon and at the rehearsals and to 

Eva and Chloe who read so well.  We can only 

continue to tell the wonderful story of Christmas in 

this way with children who come along and want to 

be a part of it, long may it be so.   

I look forward welcoming the children again next 

Christmas, only 11 months to go!   

 Joan Tick 
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November & December 2019 

 
November had us speeding towards Advent 

and Christmas with our usual “Looking 

forward to Advent” Eucharist, followed by 

wrapping gifts of socks for the detainees at 

Gatwick Detention Centre (Brook House) 

There was lots of fun and chat while wrapping 

and packing, then we concluded the evening 

with mince pies, stollen and tea and coffee; yes, 

there was a Christmas Raffle too! 

 

Thank you to the Committee for their baking 

and help at the various functions ,and to all our 

Members who have helped at various events, 

given donations, and friends who have 

supported us throughout 2019. Simon, ‘thank 

you’ for all your musical accompaniment and 

sing-alongs, we couldn’t do it without you! 

 

2020 will be another year of fun and fund 

raising, so keep an eye on the pewsheets for 

details, and even come along to a Branch 

Meeting to see how we support families and 

each other, help people in need, and at 

Baptisms, and raise funds towards continuing 

projects such as Away From It All Holidays and 

the Eastbourne Family Contact Centre. We 

have various Speakers too, so we also learn a 

lot! 

Joan Tick 

 

Joan, Simon, Jacky, Mary, Pam & Sue   

The Committee 

 

Illness took its toll in December and there were only a few, but wonderful guests at the Cheese 

and Wine evening.  However, the conversation flowed and a good time was had by all.  There has 

been a slight change to our programme for 2020 so please read the info below.  

 
Programme 2020 

St Nicholas Circle takes place at 8p.m on the first Thursday of each month. Doors 

open at 7.30p.m. Everyone welcome. Secretary Ann Lane on 07973 214095 
 

January No Meeting. 

Thurs 6 Feb  Table top Quiz and fellowship. 

Thurs 5 Mar  Hands on cake decoration – An interactive demonstration with 
Julie Francis 

Thurs 2 April   Ancient Egypt by Prof JG Beaumont 

Thurs 7 May SOE – Special Operations Executive – Churchill’s Secret Army. 

A talk by Gilly Halcrow. 

Thurs 4 June Sharing Supper. 

July/August  Summer break. 

Thurs 3 Sept Ann Phillipson and Max Perry: Songs and a talk on the United 
Bible Societies Association. 

Thurs 1 Oct  Neil Sadler: “Come Fly With Me. An odd thing happened today 
at the airport.” 

Thurs 5 Nov  Desert Island Discs music and vision. The life of a Parish 
member. 

Thurs 3 Dec Christmas Cheese and Wine. 
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Christmas Shoe Boxes  

 

Our 22 boxes 

went to help 

make up 37,400 shoe boxes 

which were sent to Romania, 

Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria 
Sue 

Last summer the clergy asked if I would consider doing an Authorised Lay Ministry course.  

After investigating the Diocesan website and lots of prayers, I felt it was the right step 

forward for me.  For the last 18 months or so I have been working on the Children's, 

Youth and Family Ministry Teams, helping to restart Sunday School, grow Messy Church 

and set up our new Youth Group. 

So, formalising this seemed inevitable.  I began my training on the Family Elective in 

September.  I have found it rewarding and encouraging.  There is lots going on at Church 

House and they are very keen to support our Parishes to engage families and children to 

safeguard the future of our churches. 

On Saturday 11 January, a small cohort travelled down to Chichester Cathedral for my 

Authorised Lay Ministry Commissioning Service led by Bishop Martin.  He spoke of the 

waters of Baptism, and how by following our calling, we can enable the Holy Spirit to guide 

and equip us in our Ministries. 

There were 56 people being commissioned into various electives.  Over 30 have undergone 

the preaching training; very encouraging to see so many stepping out in Faith. 

There is information on the Chichester Diocese website about the training, and if anybody 

would like to know more about it, both Revd Sarah and Fr Michael would be happy to 

discuss it further.  I would also be happy to help if you have any questions. 

I pray that we will see a growth in all of our Parish 

Ministries, in people stepping forward in Faith; for Joy, 

Peace, Love and 

Hope to prevail 

over us all. 

Be blessed…  

Caroline Formby 
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In the last magazine I reported that with part of the grant donated by the Crawley Asda 

store we had purchased some games: sets of Scrabble and of double-six and double-nine 

dominoes.  
 

On Wednesday 22 January we held a ‘Scrabble and Cake’ afternoon and 16 people 

attended.  Most played Scrabble but one group worked on a none-too-easy jigsaw puzzle 

(will they finish it by Christmas?).  In addition to games, we enjoyed refreshments and held a 

raffle.  As well as being a social occasion we raised £71 towards St. Barnabas’ 

Refurbishment.  
 

Why not join us for the next ‘Scrabble and Cake’ session from 14.00 – 16.00 in the Pastoral 

Centre on Tuesday 25 February?  £3.50 per person.  Scrabble, dominoes, jigsaws, playing 

cards and other games. Just turn up. All welcome! 
 

Phyl Pennell 

(Note from the Ed – ASDA are proving superstars for as well as giving us a grant for the games 

they also donated loads of mince pies for refreshments after our Christmas Carol services) 

 

 

 

Log burners and multi fuel stoves £50  

Fireplaces £60,  

Victorian lucky chimney sweep wedding 

hire, price is postcode dependent but 

approx. £150 

 

There are many interesting ideas on the ‘net’ 

as to how Chimney Sweeps became very 

welcome at weddings!   
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PCC   27.11.19  

After prayers and approval of the Minutes, an 
update on the project at St Barnabas’ was 

received.  Formal approvals are currently being 

sought.  It was agreed that major renewal of the 

heating system cannot be afforded at the present 

time. 

A financial report was received and discussed.  

There are some concerns, but steps are being 

taken to exercise improved financial control and 

a report is to be expected from a new Financial 

Subcommittee. 

The Parish’s Children’s, Family and Pastoral 

Mission was discussed.  Some optimism was 

expressed about the health and growth of these 

activities, although more remains to be achieved. 

Reports were received concerning Health and 

Safety which generally seems in order.  Similarly 

with Safeguarding our procedures appear 

satisfactory, although there remains some 

concern about the vulnerability of Volunteers.  

We have been awarded the Level 1 SQP 

Certificate which will be on display in both 

churches. 

An update was given on the St Nicholas’ projects 

but more recent progress is reported elsewhere 

in the Magazine.  Human Resources management 
was also discussed; Revd Sarah will continue to 

take the lead on these matters. 

The next meeting of the PCC will be on 29 

January 2020. 

’
 

Since our planning documents were submitted to 

Crawley Borough Council for their approval, in 

mid October, there have been a couple of hiccups. 

 

At the beginning of November the Crawley 

planners decided that, with reference to the 

Pastoral Centre porch roof, we are not eligible for 

Disabled Access exemption as we are recladding 

the existing porch roof and Pastoral Centre gable.  

The planners have refused to move on this so in 

order to be able to proceed with the application 

we have been required to pay an extra fee of 

£468. 

 

The Building Regulation application submitted to 

Building Control (the Council covering our area is 

Horsham) was agreed with all works being fee-

exempt except for the access works to the 

basement.  This has cost us £462 that covers both 

plan-checking and site inspections. 

 

Towards the end of November, we received our 

planning acknowledgement from Crawley Borough 
Council with a projected decision date of 9 

January 2020.  In the first week of January we 

were informed that the planners were dealing 

with a backlog of planning applications and ours 

would be delayed by about two weeks.  Then on 

the 8 January the Planning Officer at Crawley 

requested a meeting with our Architect to discuss 

our proposed works.  This meeting took place on 

22 January and we now know that the planners 

have concerns with the position of the porch and 

feel that the use of cladding is discordant with the 

rest of the building.  The planners do, however, 

like the design of the glazed entrance.  The 

Crawley planners have been invited to visit St. 

Barnabas and this visit will now take place on 28th 

January and hopefully will resolve the issues.  The 

planners have also requested an extension of time 

to the application and the decision date is 

postponed until the 31 January.  I fear this may 

now be further delayed.  This is disappointing, and 

we hope that it will not delay our full Faculty 
submission to the Diocesan Advisory Committee.  

 

In January we arranged for a couple of kitchen 

designers to visit and suggest types of units and 

finishes we might consider for the Pastoral Centre 

kitchen.  The first visit, by Wren Kitchens, took 

place on the 15 January and the second visit, by 

Howdens on the 17 January.  These preliminary 

visits have been followed up by further details 

received from Howdens by email.  These details 

include a picture of what the kitchen might look 

like and an estimated cost of £4,800+ for all 

materials, but this excludes fitting.  On 24 January 

David Anderson and I went to visit the Wren 

showrooms in Croydon.  Our two and a half 

hours there resulted in photos of the proposed 

kitchen, and a costing similar to Howdens, but 
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also a costing of £8,000+ including fitting.  We 

will, in the next few months be making the plans 

and pictures public so that everyone has a chance 

to give their opinion.  

 

For our project to proceed we do need sufficient 

funding, and since December I have made a few 

grant applications.  To achieve our target, we also 

need to raise some funds ourselves.  We welcome 

any fund-raising ideas, but also we need people 

willing to organise some events.  We look forward 

to hearing from you!  

 

Phyl Pennell 

With such wonderful support for our Christmas 

Services this year we could not have been more 

pleased.  The efforts of our Clergy and 

Parishioners were so very well rewarded.  It 

started, I guess, with the generous annual 

donation of two very fine, tall and well-shaped 

Christmas trees from the Paddockhurst Estate.  

The usual suspects from the 'Garden Team' put 

them in place with the only decoration being the 

simple white tree lights.  The various services 

were extremely well-supported with the annual 

'Crib Service' being the outstanding success.  For 

Midnight Mass the church was full, as usual.  

Church on Christmas morning was well-attended 

and everyone left in good spirits.  Father Michael 

locked the church on Christmas Night.  How very 

sad, then, when Fr Michael opened the church on 

Boxing Day morning only to find that thieves had 

entered our churchyard during the night and had 
ripped the drainage downpipes from their 

hoppers.  The thieves just pulled the pipes away 

from their fixings, regardless of the damage they 

would undoubtedly cause, and made off with the 

scrap metal.  They must have had a vehicle parked 

at the either the Lychgate, or perhaps out of sight 

on the Worth Way.  This callous act of vandalism 

and theft has left us all feeling quite numb. 

The theft was immediately reported to the Police, 

and soon thereafter to our insurers, who have 

given us the go-ahead to make temporary repairs 

to diminish any subsequent damage that the 

rainfall may cause to our building fabric. 

Elizabeth Whyman, who manages our website and 

Facebook pages, was quick to post the news of 

the theft and vandalism.  Her first post reached an 

amazing 33,200 views with everyone sharing this 

information.  A subsequent post reached a further 

8,800 shared views. 

It was made clear that we were insured, although 

it was also made known that there is a £250 

excess that we must find.  Mention was made of 

this and of the high cost 

of our current building 

projects to install a 

kitchen and loo within 

the building, to carry out 

high level repairs to the 

church roof and spire, 

and to rebuild the access 
path to the Church and 

to our new memorial 

garden.  

How heartening 

therefore that we have 

received donations 

toward these costs of 

£870. 

And so, a very big thank 

you to all who have contributed.  We shall put the 

money to good use, albeit much of it will be spent 

on tightening our security. 

Colin Smith, Deputy Church Warden. 

  8 May - Worth Parish & the Worth Way Runners  

 

Do you know the words to Boogie Woogie Bugle 

Boy and Chattanooga Choo Choo? 

 

This year, the early May bank holiday will be on 

Friday 8 May to celebrate 75 years since the end 

of World War II. To mark the occasion our St 

Nicholas’ bellringers will be ringing and our 

Director of Music, Alex Hiam, will  be leading a 

‘Come & Sing’ of songs from the 1940s, among 

others. To register to sing, please email 

musicdirector@worthparish.org There will be a 

rehearsal from 10 am on 8 May, followed by a 

refreshment break at 12 and singing at 2 pm. [A 

£5 contribution towards music costs would be 

much appreciated.] 

 

More details to follow, on www.worthparish.org, 

facebook (worthparish) and our weekly notice 

sheet. 

 

We’ll be collecting money to help with our high 

level repairs (keep the rain out!) as well as for a 

defibrillator at this end of the Worth Way. 

 

mailto:musicdirector@worthparish.org
http://www.worthparish.org/
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Milton Mount Home Group 

 

Although there are three other groups, it’s our 

group’s turn to let you know what we’ve been 

doing so……we still meet fortnightly on a 

Tuesday night at 7.30pm and, currently, are nine 

strong and meet in Pam Newley’s house in Milton 

Mount Avenue (for which, many thanks!)  As well 

as each other’s company, fellowship and support, 

we enjoy sharing and exploring our faith in trusted 

conversations, debate and prayer. 

 

We mostly follow published courses or study the 

Bible but have used other Christian material to 

inspire broader discussions.  For example, this 

year, having followed two 6-session Pilgrim 

courses (The Creeds; The Eucharist), we decided 

to return to the Bible and study John’s Gospel 

before pursuing our own 3-session Advent 

discussions based on Jane Williams’ book “The 

Art of Advent” 

 

Whenever we read a part of the Bible in its 
entirety, we are struck by the overall message of 

the whole and also with the less familiar portions 

of scripture found between the well-known and 

oft-quoted passages.  For example, we’re all 

familiar with the beautiful opening section of 

John’s Gospel but it really is a foretaste of things 

to come in the whole gospel.  Gone are Christ’s 

birth, baptism, temptation in the wilderness, 

parables, transfiguration, last supper, Gethsemane 

ordeal and trial with which we are familiar from 

the other gospels.  Instead we have Christ, who 

John assures us is God and was so from the 

beginning, confidently asserting who He is: the 

way, the truth, the life; the light of the world; the 

bread of life; the good shepherd; the vine; and His 

miracles are described as ‘signs’ proving who He is 

and providing the basis for extensively argued 

(some might say wordy!) discourses. 

 

So, rather than discussing the differences in 

Christ’s earthly life given by John’s Gospel, 

compared with the others, we found ourselves 

examining the fresh insights in the character and 

message of Christ which John’s account provides - 

presumably, just as John intended! 

 

As we had 

devoted 

most of the 

year to 

John, we 

spent the 

remaining 

three sessions before Christmas, as mentioned, 

discussing the nativity through paintings taken 

from “The Art of Advent” by Jane Williams 

(married to Rowan but an eminent theologian in 

her own right). We supplemented her thoughts 

with our own (naturally!!) together with 

appropriate poems and carols. 

 
Having no time for a Christmas celebration, we 

began the New Year with an Epiphany party which 

accounts for the more festive victuals pictured 

rather than our customary tea/coffee and cake!  

With Pam’s move to Devon, we are going to have 

to find a new home so watch this space as, like 

The Doctor, we transform yet again.  

Maidenbower ➞ Milton Mount ➞ ?? 

 

If you would like to join us (or indeed would like 

to offer us a venue!!) please get in touch with us. 

Stuart Sharpe: jstuartsharpe@aol.com  Linda Eells: 

linda.eells.le@gmail.com 

 

Alternatively, Joan, Caroline or Margaret would be 

happy to welcome you to their groups. 

Joan Tick: tickjoan@gmail.com 

Caroline Formby: 

carolineformby@blueyonder.com 

Margaret Jennings: 

margaret@grattons.plus.com 

 

Happy New Year!                                                      

Linda Eells 

mailto:jstuartsharpe@aol.com
mailto:linda.eells.le@gmail.com
mailto:tickjoan@gmail.com
mailto:carolineformby@blueyonder.com
mailto:margaret@grattons.plus.com
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 - how many wise men (magi) brought gifts to Jesus? 

 

The answer is that the Bible doesn't actually tell us.  It 

talks about three different gifts being brought by "Wise 

Men", but doesn't actually tell us how many men there 

were. 

Tradition, particularly among carol-writers, has filled in 

the blanks with the assumption that each Wise Man 

brought a single, different, gift.  So, we have the idea of 

three wise men. 

To commemorate this, every Epiphany, three members 

of the St Nicholas’ choir sing a verse of "We Three Kings 

Of Orient Are", while processing down the aisle, in 

costume.  The rest of the choir, and the congregation, join in for the other verses and each 

chorus. 

There are parts of St Nicholas’ that may be over 1,000 years old.  However, while stone 

endures, the costumes haven't.  They've been at St Nicholas' for a few years, but they 

weren't new to us, having been used by another local church before we acquired them.  I'm 

no forensic archaeologist, but my instinct is telling me 1970s rather than 1980s. 

How shall I put this politely?  I'm not casting aspersions on the bass section, but the tenor 

section (that is, your article author) is, shall we say, not just "a larger gentleman", but 

"larger than the typical 1970s chorister." 

As such, the costumes have, in recent years, inspired as much mirth as reverence.  I'll leave 

it to Michael, Sarah and Gordon to comment on the theological appropriateness of such 

sentiments, but it was a truth universally acknowledged that a young man, in possession of a 

good singing voice, must be in need of a new costume tailor. 

Enter, stage left, Pam Marson.  Patterns have been procured, and the measurements of the 

gentlemen taken... 

My coat, both long-sleeved and of many colours (thus being Josephian no matter which 

Bible translation you prefer) is entering the stage where pins need replacing by stitches... 

... but last weekend we came to the stage of the proceedings where fabric choices were 

required for the robe. 

Option 1: on our model's left shoulder - a modern fabric, high sheen verging on albedo. 

Option 2: on our model's right shoulder - a double-damask number - that may look 

naggingly familiar to regulars at St Nicholas’.  This was the preferred option for all present 

at the fitting. 

How more "traditional Church of England" can you get than a curtain material that spent a 

few decades lining the choir gallery?  

Mark Harrison 

 



14 

There’s more plastic in the ocean than ever before, but plastic production isn’t slowing 

down. Over 99% of plastics come from chemicals sourced from oil and gas production – 

contributing hugely to climate change. 
 

There are lots of easy ways you can cut down your single-use plastic, but what should 

you do with the plastic that you can’t avoid? Ecobricks are an ethical way of using up the 

plastic that can’t be recycled and won’t break down. Here’s everything you need to know 

about ecobricks. 
 

What is an ecobrick? 
 

An ecobrick is a building block made entirely from unrecyclable plastic. It’s created by 

filling a plastic bottle with clean, dry plastic until it’s packed tightly and can be used as a 

building block. 

Ecobricks can be used in all sorts of sustainable building projects, which makes them a great way to dispose 

of plastic waste that would otherwise end up in landfill, and potentially, the ocean. 
 

What are ecobricks used for? 
 

The plastic in an ecobrick is very durable and will never break down, making it an ideal building material. 

They’re used in developing countries to construct furniture and even buildings, and they’re also used in the 

UK to build children’s playgrounds.    

In South Africa there are many sustainable construction projects underway, including outdoor classrooms, 

community gardens and a composting toilet, and in Guatemala there are a number of schools built from 

the plastic bottle bricks. 
 

What are the advantages of ecobricks? 
 

Ecobricks are a great way to recycle plastic that doesn’t break down and would most likely end up in 

landfill, or worse, the ocean. But there are lots of other great things about ecobricks: 

• Plastic is actually a very useful material – we’re just producing too much of it and disposing of 

it in an unsustainable way. The characteristics that make plastic so difficult to dispose of – its 

durability, longevity and water resistance – also make it a brilliant building material. 

• They encourage you to reduce your plastic waste. As you see how much rubbish you put in 

an ecobrick, you’ll see how much you’re throwing away. This can help you cut down on what 

you’re buying and ultimately produce less waste. 

• As well as preventing plastics from ending up in the ocean, ecobricks also save plastic from 

being incinerated. When plastic is burned, it releases CO2, generating carbon emissions and 

contributing to global warming. 

• The biggest advantage of ecobricks is that they take something that would otherwise have a 

negative impact on the environment and turn it into something that benefits local communities. 

Pedrick's Zero Waste Shop 
Caterham, Surrey, England 

 
• Ecobrick Exchange Status     We are accepting ecobricks 

• Ecobricks Packed                104 ecobricks made 

• Main Contact                        Abigail Pedrick 

• Contact Email                       syafi_cute_amalah@yahoo.co.id 

• Requested bottle Volume (mL)     500 - 5000 

• Requested Bottle Brand      Please either collect a 5L bottle from us to eco-brick,or 

bring a minimum of 7 completed bricks in the same bottle.  

https://www.ecotricity.co.uk/news/news-archive/2019/everything-you-need-to-know-about-plastic-pollution
https://www.ecotricity.co.uk/news/news-archive/2019/tips-for-cutting-plastic-out-of-your-life
https://www.ecobricks.org/dropoff/
https://www.ecobricks.org/dropoff/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2014/may/29/ecobricks-and-education-how-plastic-bottle-rubbish-is-helping-build-schools
mailto:syafi_cute_amalah@yahoo.co.id
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Spring is on its way - please think of us and 

our Plant Sale as you prepare your gardens 

and greenhouses in the next few weeks – 

please consider a few extra seeds, etc. We 

will be pleased to receive all plants, etc. for 
our stalls 
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Continuing from the previous article, we next 

come to the West window; another fine 

Victorian window.  It is unfortunately not so 

easy to see being rather obscured by the 

gallery and the best way to see it is on a 

winter’s evening from outside, lit from within 

the church.  The subject, spread across three 

lights, is the Parable of the Good Samaritan: to 

the left the Priest and the Levite “pass by on 

the other side”; in the centre the Samaritan 

tends the unfortunate man’s wounds; and to 

the right the Samaritan pays an innkeeper to 

care for the man until he returns.  The 

window is a memorial to Sir Curtis Lampson 

(d.1885) and can also be attributed to Clayton 

& Bell [see part 3].  Note the Salvator Mundi at 

the apex of the window, similar to the East 

Window in the chancel [see next article] also 

by Clayton & Bell although slightly earlier. 

 

Moving round to the North Porticus is the 

oldest glass in the church; in the North 

window.  Here are the arms of the Warenne 

family.  William de Warenne fought at the 

Battle of Hastings, was a 

close relative of William 

the Conqueror, and was 

created first Earl of 

Surrey in 1088.  

However, the genealogy 

of the Warenne family is 

complex and these arms 

were used over several 

generations, so the glass 

is difficult to date.  The 

arms were still used by 

Ada of Huntingdon, a de 

Warenne and Scottish princess, who was born 

in about 1120.  The de Warenne family held 

the Manor of Worth from shortly after the 

Conquest until the middle of the fourteenth 

century; Reigate Castle is a de Warenne 

building, among many others. 

 

Also in the North Porticus, above the altar, is 

a delightful small window 

depicting a hand holding a 

chalice with a dove descending.  

It was designed by Frederick 

W. Cole, a designer with 

Morris & Co, who re-

established the firm after its 

closure in 1940, continuing until 

1958, although Cole himself 

continued to work up until 

1998.  The window 

commemorates ‘CLJ 31 Oct 

1944’ and ‘CAJ 27 Dec 1955’ 

and can be dated to 1956. 

 

Moving into the 

Chancel, on the 

North side above the vestry door, 

is a colourful floriate design which I 

presume dates from the last 

restoration of the Chancel in 1970.  

I have no 

attribution 

(yet) so there 

is just one 

more mystery to be 

solved. 
[to be continued] 
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VANISHING RELIGIONS [1]: The Samaritans 

 
This is the first in a series of seven articles about Middle Eastern religions, quite closely related to 

Christianity, which are now disappearing.  Let us start with the Samaritans, with whom you will be familiar 

from the Parable of the Good Samaritan, and the Woman at Jacob’s Well, in the Bible. 

The Samaritans are one of the twelve ‘lost’ tribes of 

Israel, who were not deported by the Assyrians.  

They revered Mount Gerizim, and Adam was created 

from dust gathered from this mountain.  Here Noah’s 

ark came to rest (rather than Mount Ararat) and here 

Moses was given the law (not Mount Sinai).  Abraham 

took Isaac there for sacrifice (not Mount Moriah).  

They did not regard themselves as Jews but rather 

Hebrews or Israelites.  They called themselves 

Shamarin (in Aramaic, ‘The Guardians’), from which 

we derive ‘Samaritans’.  They saw themselves as 

keeping alive the ancient traditions that the Jews had abandoned, and Jerusalem a pagan city unfit to be the 

site of the Temple. 

By the time of Jesus, Samaritans numbered about half a million.  There was serious conflict with the Jews; 

in 9AD Samaritans polluted the Temple by scattering human bones in the sanctuary.  Jesus initially warned 

his disciples to avoid Samaritan villages, but later travelled 

through Samaria and his parables reveal a more positive 

attitude.  Jesus was once accused of being a Samaritan.  

Christianity attracted many Samaritan converts in the early 

period. 

With the Muslim invasion the Samaritans benefited from 

freedom of worship and the end of persecution.  They 
abandoned Aramaic and adopted Arabic, and many 

converted, or were forced to convert, to Islam.  There were 

strong communities in Cairo, Gaza, Aleppo and Damascus, although these gradually shrank and 

disappeared, leaving only Nablus as a centre by the sixteenth century.  However, only about 146 

Samaritans survived by 1920.  They continued to maintain their ancient texts to prove that Mount Gerazim 

was God’s sacred mountain. 

Now, only about 750 Samarians survive – in the mountain-top village of al-Loz (‘the almond trees’) and in a 

street in suburban Tel Aviv.  Samaritan religious practice is very similar to the Jews except that they reject 

all traditions developed after the Torah was written.  Men do not wear the kippa on their heads, and 

women do not wear veils or wigs.  They celebrate the Passover, but not Purim or Hanukkah as post-

Torah.  Samaritan practices are generally stricter than Jewish ones; for example, menstruating woman are 

completely segregated in a special room for seven days.  Marriages between Samaritan women and non-

Samaritan men are strictly taboo.  On the sabbath the men wear traditional dress from the time of the 

Exodus from Egypt. 

For a long time it was expected that the Samaritans would simply disappear, but they cling on.  They still 

celebrate the Passover sacrifice on Mount Gerazim (although no longer camping at the top).  Their 

situation is precarious and depends on the goodwill of the Israeli and Palestinian authorities, but there is a 

little hope for their coexistence in this troubled region of the Middle East. 

 
For more information, see ‘Heirs to Forgotten Kingdoms’ by Gerard Russell (2014); the book on which these articles are based. 

 

Church Mouse  
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 by Jo Johnson 2019, £9.99 – Kindle edition £1.99 

This is a well written book that can easily stand comparison with 

most popular contemporary novels. There is rich psychological 

insight into the lives of the characters, who come over as real and 

recognisable individuals living in a thoroughly authentic world. Of 

particular significance is the gripping way in which it portrays a 

man spiralling down into a suicidal state without his nearest and 

dearest aware that there is a problem. Despite this theme it is 

overall a hopeful book and one in which the Christian faith plays 

an important, but not intrusive, part. This is a book that, although 

it doesn't preach, has a powerful and important message that we 

must all be far more sensitive to mental state of individuals – and 

particularly men – than we are. It is a reminder that although we 

take the mental well-being of many people, particularly men for 

granted, this may be a dangerous mistake. Behind the mask well-being may be a despairing 

vulnerability.  Not just a good read but a book with something Important to say.   

                                                                                                          Revd Canon J.John  

 edited by Sacha Llewellyn & Paul Liss 

Liss Llewellyn, 2019. £25 

 

This is a stunning, large format and beautifully illustrated 

collection of religious art from the 20th century.  

Represented are 172 works by 73 artists which comprise 

one of the richest aspects of British visual culture.  

Although a few of the works are familiar, the majority are 

not well-known (at least by Church Mouse); many are 

startling, and almost all are thought provoking. 

 

The book, which is also the catalogue of a travelling 

exhibition, is grouped into: Old Testament; New 

Testament; Saints and Angels; Ritual and Devotion; 

Architecture; and War: Faith Perturbed.  It is in this last 

section that many of the most powerful and disturbing 

images appear. 

 

For anyone interested in religious art in the modern period and its relation to visual 

culture, this is a book to be highly recommended. 

 

Church Mouse  
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.  Synopsis - Colin Humphreys; Harper Collins, 2004 

 
The Biblical account of the journey of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to the Promised Land, in the first 

five books of the OId Testament, gives us a somewhat disjointed picture. Humphreys has succeeded in 

disentangling the various accounts into a coherent and believable story. 

The account begins with Moses’ arrival in the land of Midian where he fled after killing an Egyptian. 

He settled down to a quiet family life, but God had other plans, terrifying plans. His attention was drawn to 

a bush alight with fire but not burnt. For Moses this could only suggest a message from God: Moses must 

return Egypt and challenge the mighty Pharaoh. He enlisted Aaron as companion and spokesman and set 

off. God provides Moses with the means of persuasion, the ten plagues. The first plague, the waters of the 

Nile turning to blood, would have been caused by a red form of algae blooming and ejecting toxins that 

caused the fish to die. The second plague of frogs follows naturally as they are forced out of the Nile by 

the pollution from the dead and dying fish. The next two plagues of gnats and flies follows as the masses of 

dying frogs attracted these insects. The fifth plague, the death of livestock, was caused by viruses carried by 

the insects. The boils or skin infections, the sixth plague, can be caused by insect bites. These six plagues all 

follow a natural sequence. Next came the plague of hailstones providing ideal conditions for locusts to lay 

their eggs, leading to the eighth plague. The ninth plague, darkness, was probably a fierce sandstorm, 

common in Egypt and normally starting in March. As the first plague started in the Autumn, this would be 

the appropriate time. 

The tenth plague, the death of the firstborn, requires a lengthier explanation. Humphreys suggests 

that in order to save what was left of their crops, the Egyptians stored the grain and that during the 
darkness lasting three days, toxic spores would have multiplied. One particular microtoxin was capable of 

causing rapid death. But why did only the firstborn sons die? In Egypt and Israel, the firstborn sons were 

privileged. They would have been fed first after the plagues had finished. Why were the Israelites spared? 

They lived apart in the Iand of Goshen. 

At last Pharoah capitulates and Iets them go. God had instructed Moses to take them for three days 

into the wilderness South of the Sinai Peninsular. Humphreys argues convincingly that Mt Sinai was in fact 

in the land of Midian. So, Moses leads them towards what is for him familiar territory. They were led in the 

right direction by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night; the volcanic Mountain of God where 

Moses was to receive the Ten Commandments. But first they must outrun the pursuing Egyptians who 

catch up with them at the Sea of Reeds. Here, freshwater flowed into the sea making it possible for 

papyrus reeds to grow. The Israelites were able to cross over saved by a strong East wind. Furthermore, 

there was clay underfoot that would have grounded the wheels of the Egyptian chariots. 

They went into the Wilderness of Shur and found no water, then to Marah but they could not 

drink the water because it was bitter. The Lord showed him a tree and he threw it into the water, and the 

water became sweet. Apparently, some trees will sweeten water, but charcoal also will do the trick; Moses 

may have used a piece of burnt wood. They moved on to EIim where they found plenty of water. On 

occasions we are told that Moses found water by striking a rock; limestone that can hold large amounts of 

water. Next to the wilderness of Sin. Here hunger overwhelmed them but, after their complaints, God 

provided manna. What was manna? Some trees and bushes contain a sweet sugary sap. If the bark is cut 

the sap falls to the ground and solidifies. In this area there are a large number of Tamarisk trees; Lawrence 

of Arabia reports finding these trees in a deep gorge that would fit the description of the Israelites’ route. 

But manna wasn't very filling so the Lord sent quails, covering the ground in the evening. Migrating quails 

are easily captured. 

Guided by the volcano ahead of them they reached the Mountain of God, Mt Horeb or Bedra, Sinai 

by name. Alois Musil, in 1910, describes the area as full of wells and with luxuriant vegetation. Nearby 

there were caves where a guide said “the servants of Moses sojourned in them while their master was 

with AIIah!" So, there is an ancient Arabic tradition of Moses having been in this part of Arabia. 

They were now a mere 11 days journey from Kadesh-barnea, probably the last stopping point 

before tackling the final part of the journey that would take them through the land of Edom to the land of 

Moab on the East side of the River Jordan. 

         Revd John Loxton 
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St Valentine was a 3rd century martyr in Rome – although, confusingly, there were two who may, or not, 

be the same person.  Neither seems to have any connection with love or lovers but their (or his) feast day 

on 14 February is the date when birds were traditionally, from the time of Chaucer, thought to pair.  

Alternatively, the feast may be a survival of the mid-February Roman festival of Lupercalia.  There are no 

churches in Britain dedicated to St Valentine. 

 

This much-quoted poem by Philip Larkin is An Arundel Tomb; a monument which can be found in 
Chichester Cathedral.  The effigies are of Richard FitzAlan, 10th Earl of Arundel (d.1376) and his second 

wife, Eleanor of Lancaster (d.1372).  Originally in the Chapter House of Lewes Priory, the tomb was 

translated to Chichester in about 1537.  Larkin seems to have thought the linked hands rare, even unique, 

but while uncommon there are other notable examples from the 14th century.  The tomb, and the poem, 

are powerful and poignant celebrations of abiding love. 

Graham 

Side by side, their faces blurred, 

The earl and countess lie in stone, 

Their proper habits vaguely shown 

As jointed armour, stiffened pleat, 

And that faint hint of the absurd— 

The little dogs under their feet. 

 

Such plainness of the pre-baroque 

Hardly involves the eye, until 

It meets his left-hand gauntlet, still 

Clasped empty in the other; and 

One sees, with a sharp tender shock, 

His hand withdrawn, holding her hand. 

 

They would not think to lie so long. 

Such faithfulness in effigy 

Was just a detail friends would see: 

A sculptor’s sweet commissioned grace 

Thrown off in helping to prolong 

The Latin names around the base. 

 

They would not guess how early in 

Their supine stationary voyage 

The air would change to soundless damage, 

Turn the old tenantry away; 

How soon succeeding eyes begin 

To look, not read. Rigidly they 

 

Persisted, linked, through lengths and breadths 

Of time. Snow fell, undated. Light 

Each summer thronged the glass. A bright 

Litter of birdcalls strewed the same 

Bone-riddled ground. And up the paths 

The endless altered people came, 

 

Washing at their identity. 

Now, helpless in the hollow of 

An unarmorial age, a trough 

Of smoke in slow suspended skeins 

Above their scrap of history, 

Only an attitude remains: 

 

Time has transfigured them into 

Untruth. The stone fidelity 

They hardly meant has come to be 

Their final blazon, and to prove 

Our almost-instinct almost true: 

What will survive of us is love.
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Happy New Year! I had lots of fun, I hope you did too.  I especially 

enjoyed sampling the delights of the presents under the Christmas 

tree even when they were not mine!  It’s amazing how tasty a 

sports water bottle can be when it’s wrapped up in Christmas 

wrapping paper!  (You can see from the photo that I’m practising 

my ‘it wasn’t me’ pose!)  Then there is the joy of a house full of 20 

people all unwrapping gifts at the same time.  I really tried to be 

everywhere to help with the unwrapping but had to confine myself 

to only those gifts that smelled tasty! 
 

Well a new year has begun, and that means a new term at 

theological college for the Ordinand.  The modules this term are 

New Testament Studies and Developing Ministry and Worship in 

Context.  I like these modules as a lot of books are required, most 

of which arrive via Amazon, which means I have a lot of fun barking 

through the door at the delivery van each time it arrives! 
 

Must go - another book is about to be delivered and I need to be 

ready to serenade its delivery with my barking chorus. 
 

Shadow the Ordinand’s dog 
 

P.S. You may be aware that my humans have had some health issues in the last few months of last year.  

They are on the mend now and wanted me to pass on their thanks for all your prayers and support. 
 

Last year I spent 6 months at Blue Tanzanite Primary School 

located in Mirerani, Tanzania, as a volunteer English Teacher.  

Blue Tanzanite is a volunteer charity, which provides an 

outstanding high level of education to children from the age of 3 

through to 12. 

 

We focus on giving poor, vulnerable and orphaned children the 

right infrastructure, resources, quality teaching and parental 

support to give them the best opportunity to learn and to help 

them get the most from their time at school. 

We are extremely passionate about our teaching, ensuring our 

children not only get the best start in their education, but also 

forming them into fully rounded, healthy, happy and well-

grounded individuals. Currently we do not have a library or any 
books at school, our aim is to build a library, and provide 

reading books, dictionaries, encyclopaedias and general 

knowledge books for our children. This will greatly improve our children’s learning capabilities and enable 

them to attain higher examination results, leading to a better future for them.  

I will be climbing Mount Kilimanjaro to raise the funds to build the new library at Blue Tanzanite.  I will 

self-fund the trip, and all donations received will go directly into the build of the library.   

To donate please use the following link:  

http://bit.ly/CTBTPS   Alternatively kindly pass donations to either Caroline or Gill Thompson 

Mobile / Whatsapp – 07593015353 
 

We are also collecting any unwanted in good condition children’s reading and knowledge books to fill our 

library, we would be very grateful for any you can donate to us.   

From me, Caroline, the children and teachers of Blue Tanzanite we "THANK YOU" from the bottom of 

our hearts 

https://bit.ly/CTBTPS?fbclid=IwAR03GC_oNrTirmz9G_-cohnZDnIyUM70nDT4O4hfdqdX_L6tF2moMGFLn_w
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Hi Everyone,  

We had plenty of fun and games at our last session before Christmas 

……………nice hat Joe!!! 

We are very proud of our young people who helped to make and 

sell various tree decorations and wreaths to sell at our Fair. 

Thank you to all of the parents who 

supported us, it really does encourage us. 

We are delighted that we raised enough 

money for a brand new table tennis table. 

Truly fantastic.            The Hangout Team 
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My goodness what a start to the New Year  - from their Facebook 

page Toddlers at St Barnabas ‘What a wonderful, but very busy time 

we had today - 55 children at Toddlers this morning! Great to see you 

all’ – Check out Toddlers at St Barnabas on Fb 

Sue 

Hi Everyone, Happy New Year!  We enjoyed seeing some 

of you at our Christmas services, we hope you enjoyed 

the crafts on offer.  With a new year we returned to 

Sunday School with those 3 Kings for Epiphany looking 

very snazzy... and onto Jesus’ Baptism by His cousin John 

the Baptist.  We'll soon be celebrating Candlemas when 

Christ was presented as a baby at the Temple, and of 

course we have Lent and Easter to look forward to...  

Lots to join in with as we hear about the Gospel of Jesus. 

See you soon, be blessed                        Nicky and Caroline x 
 

We are so excited to be back at St Margaret's in Ifield on 8 February from 7.00 to 9.30pm. During 

this season we are delving deep into the theme of AUTHENTICITY! We are well into our seminar series 

and we will continue with another facet from 1 Corinthians 6; Pure Lives, Understanding God, Patience 

(endurance), Kindness, Holy Spirit, Genuine Love, Speaking the Truth and Depending on God's Power. In February 

the seminar will focus on genuine love during the cafe part of the evening. Future Dates: 14th March - 

Holy Trinity School, RH11 8JE, 7 - 9.30pm. 9th May - Crawley Baptist Church, RH11 7HJ, 7 - 9.30pm. 
 

  

 

December 

Milo Ortyl-Cullen 

Finnley Brooker Ewens 

Hudson Jax Witney 

Mason Albert John Portsmouth 

Anna Violet Horvath (pictured) 
 

 

January 

Wariana Alexia Victor 

Worrion Michael Victor  

Teddy John O’Driscoll 

Zach Allen Warren  

Logan James Murray 

 

Come and celebrate 

with us! 

At St Barnabas’ 

Sunday School is 

every week and the 

4th Sunday every 

month is especially 

child-friendly and at 

St Nicholas’ 

Mothering Sunday, 

22 March and Easter 

Sunday, 12 April. 
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  Wedding Congrats  
December 

Jamie Cullen & Lucie Ortyl 

Adam Bartlett & Rebecca Garrett 

Derek Wakelin & Valerie Stiller 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

TO HIRE 
• St Nicholas’ Church - fantastic 

acoustics and seats 150 

• St Barnabas’ Church Hall - 10m by 
10m, seats 105 with kitchen and 
garden  

• Pastoral Centre - a carpeted room 
and café seating up to 40 

• St Barnabas’ Downstairs Meeting 
Room 3.5m x 3.5m room with small 
kitchen and patio to garden.  Seats 
up to 15 (or 8 around a large round 
table) 

For rates, please see 

www.worthparish.org/venuehire or  

email office@worthparish.org  

to discuss your individual requirements or 

arrange a look around. 
 

 

http://www.worthparish.org/venuehire
mailto:office@worthparish.org
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As I look through the photos taken 

at our Messy Church sessions, I see 

how they re-enforce that Messy 

Church is indeed for the whole 

family. This is not School where 

children are taught on their own. It 

is for families to join with other 

families and form a church family of 

people who want to worship God 

and love one another.  The crafts 

enable young and old (er) to enjoy 

creativity together and to take 

home something which reminds 

each of us about the Bible and the 

messages it gives us to help us lead 

meaningful lives. 

 Sue x 
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Administrator (Parish) Sue Perry 

 

 

 

 

 

0300 

111 

8150 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals Parish Office 

Bellringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, Church) Sue Perry 

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens 

Children’s Society Ann Lane 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) Sheila Dring 

Phyl Pennell 

Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) Gerald Sandwell 

Colin Smith 

Events Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Parish Office 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 

Giving (Donations etc) Sheila Dring 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Linda Eells 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Magazine Sue Perry 

Messy Church Sue Walshe 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish)  (manned or ansaphone 24/7)  

Office at St Barnabas’ (not generally manned)  

PCC Chair Michael Boag 

PCC Secretary Liz Gallagher 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Treasurer   

Prayer Group Linda Eells 

Safeguarding Officers Noreen Oxlade 
Social Media Elizabeth Whyman 

Stewardship Officer (St Barnabas’) Stuart Sharpe 

St Nicholas Circle Max Perry 

Sunday School Caroline Formby 

Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am) Jenny Dobson 

Website Elizabeth Whyman 

Weddings Parish Office 
 

Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a smile to someone’s face? Did I say words of healing? 

Did I let go of my anger and resentment? Did I forgive? Did I love? These are real questions. 

I must trust that the little bit of love I sow now will bear many fruits, here in this world and 

the life to come. 

Henri Nouwen 
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 Travelling far? - we recommend you check dates/times either on our website calendar, or with the office. 
 

When? What? Where? 

Tues 4 Feb 11:00 Home Communion Lanehurst Gardens 

Thur 6 Feb 19:30 St Nicholas’ Circle: Table Top Quiz Pastoral Centre 

Sat 8 February  9:30 Jumble Sale St Barnabas’ 

Sat 8 February 15:30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Mon 10 Feb 11:00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 12 Feb 14:30 Parish Tea Pastoral Centre 

Wed 12 Feb 15:15 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Thur 13 Feb 14:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sun 16 Feb 15:30 Hand Made Opera St Nicholas’ 

Tues 25 Feb 14:00 Scrabble & Cake Pastoral Centre 

Wed 26 Feb 12:00 Ash Wednesday Eucharist St Barnabas’ 

Wed 26 Feb 20:00 Ash Wednesday Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Thur 27 Feb 19:45  Mothers’ Union Branch Meeting Pastoral Centre 

Sat 29 Feb 10:45 Wedding Preparation Day St Barnabas’ and St Nicholas’ 

Tues 3 March 11:00 Home Communion Lanehurst Gardens 

Thur 5 March 
19:30 St Nicholas’ Circle:  

Cake Decoration for Easter 

Pastoral Centre 

Sat 7 March 10:00 Saturday Market St Barnabas’ 

Mon 9 March 11:00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 11 March 14:30 Parish Tea Pastoral Centre 

Thur 12 March 14:30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sat 14 March 15:30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Wed 18 March 15:15 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Sat 21 March 16:00 Cantatrice Voices St Nicholas’ 

Wed 25 March 14:00 Scrabble & Cake Pastoral Centre 

Thur 26 March 19:30 Mothers’ Union Branch Meeting Pastoral Centre 

Sat 28 March 10:00 Toy, Plant & Book Sale St Barnabas’ 

Thurs 2 April  20:00  St Nicholas’ Circle: Ancient Egypt Pastoral Centre 
 

Yesterday is not ours to recover, but tomorrow is ours to win or lose. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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