
  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 



Rector Fr Michael Boag rector@worthparish.org 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd Sarah Upchurch vicarstb@worthparish.org 01293 524804 

Assistant Priests 
Revd Canon Roger Brown 01293 520454 

Revd Gordon Parry 07802 432398 

 

Our regular services are shown below; a calendar at the back of this magazine details special services, 

groups and events happening throughout the next two months. 

 ’,  ’,  
 

Sundays 

 

 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

10.00  Sung Eucharist  

 (Common Worship)  

 

 

10.00 1st,  2nd and 3rd Sundays -  

 Eucharist and Sunday School 
 

10.00 4th Sundays 

Child- friendly Eucharist  

Tuesdays   10.30  Eucharist 

Wednesday   
15:15 Messy Church at St Barnabas’ 
 23 Oct & 20 Nov   

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist    

Saturday  
15:30 Messy Church at St Barnabas’ 
 19 Oct & 16 Nov   

 

 

And here’s what’s happening in the café each week: 

‘  
Tuesdays 10.30 - 12.00      Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Thursdays 14.00 - 16.00 Knit and Natter -bring any crafts to do 

Fridays 10.30 - 12.30 Pop in for a cake and a drink 

12.30 Lunches – please prebook tickets (£6.50) by calling 0300 111 8150 

Saturdays 10.30 - 12.00 Pop in for a cake and a drink. Market on the first Saturday each month 
 

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 

email office@worthparish.org   

To contact Fr. Michael, please phone 01293 

882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email him at 

rector@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293 

524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email her at 

vicarstb@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Gordon, phone 07802 432398. 

You can also find up to date information here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
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Recently I have been asked about how I keep so cheerful and where do I 

get my energy from? Well, perhaps it comes partly from my Danish 

heritage, because my mum is just the same.  It seems also, no coincidence that Denmark is 

ranked as one of the happiest countries in the world. The Danes seem to have the 

wonderful quality of being able to see the best in everything and even when things are not 

going so well manage to withdraw, regroup and put on a cheerful face and do you know - 

when you smile at the world, the world seems to smile back at you  

What a lot of positive features we have in this edition of the mag, too.  We re-launched our 

second Messy Church on a Saturday in September and the enthusiasm of all who were 

there shone.  The summaries from the Committees’ minutes show how the parish is 

moving forward in positive directions. We have had some interesting articles submitted 

which give us all food for thought about how we need to adapt to a changing society and 

we finish with info about our younger generation as we help shape their faith so that they 

are able to step into our shoes, but walk a different path to the same destination. 

Sue  x 

One thing gardeners and dog walkers have in common is a keen 

awareness of the changing seasons. One difference between 

them is gardeners, while appreciating the benefits of it, generally 

choose not to go out in the pouring rain. We can wait for a 

sunny spell before tackling the weeding. What would it be like if 

the seasons, let alone the weather, never changed? There are 

parts of the world where this is largely true and I remember the 

excitement expressed by visitors from such a place on 

encountering our changeable climate: ‘Look! Weather!’ 

 

As we know only too well, important changes in our lives are either dreaded or longed for. 

What helps us with change, good or bad, is having a sense of perspective. The old Saxon 

church at Worth is a testimony to this, of taking the long view. Yes, there have 

been  changes to the old building over the last thousand or so years but the church remains 

and, what is  most important, is open and is  used. 

 

For some years, there has been discussion and debate about the avenue of trees and path 

leading down from the lychgate to  the church and now words are becoming deeds. While 

it is sad to see the trees go, it would be even more sad were someone to be injured by one 

of the large branches now falling on the path. The path is becoming increasingly dangerous 

and we have been advised that three of the trees, if not dealt with now, will come down 

of their own accord within five years. Two positive outcomes of their removal will be a 

clearer view of the church and safer access to it.  Next, the longed for memorial garden will 

be built and planted and another much discussed project will be achieved. There is more 

to come, including high level repairs to keep the rain out, because rain belongs outside for 

the dogwalkers and gardeners to enjoy, not inside!                                          Fr Michael 
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Judy Stokes 

Another successful Ringers’ Tea 

Party was held on 7 July.  After the morning 

service, pews were turned and tables brought 

in ready to be set with white table coverings, 

red napkins, floral table decorations and 

crockery. 
 

Four types of sandwich were followed by 

scones, clotted cream and jam, and a wide 

selection of homemade, delicious cakes; all 

accompanied by a variety of teas and coffee. 
 

Fabulous raffle prizes had been sourced by 

Linda.  There was a Rockwell charcoal 

barbecue from B&Q, cinema tickets from 

Cineworld, tickets for Hollywood Bowl, food 

vouchers from Frogshole Farm and The 

Master Fryer fish and chip shop, a Hairsmiths 

voucher and many other items. 
 

This year Lucy prepared a cookery book of 

some of the cake recipes which was available 

for sale. This can still be bought for £1 by 

emailing Lucy on laing.lucy@gmail.com  
 

 

A fabulous afternoon was shared by all who 

joined us for tea. Thank you to everybody 

who worked so hard before, during and after 

the party and for raising in excess of £500 
 

 Jane Stanford

What a glorious day we had 

for our summer fair back in 

June. The sun shone, we 

simply couldn’t have asked for 

better weather. With a good 

variety of stalls to entice 

those passing by including a 

very well stocked cake stall (thanks to all who 

made/donated) and a raffle with some great 

prizes. The children’s corner was very well 

received and continues to be a very welcome 

addition to the fair. 

Ploughman’s lunches were prepared and 

served in the Pastoral centre, whilst outside 

the B.B.Q, ably maned by Mr Vicar, a.k.a Colin, 

did a roaring trade, despite the hot weather!! 

All in all a fabulous day, a great parish effort 

raising £1322.28 for parish funds. 

Obviously none of this happens without the 

generosity of all the volunteers prior to the 

day and those helping on the day, helping set 

up, running stalls and clearing away at the end 

of the fair. A Huge thank you to all involved 

with a special thank you to Roger Pennell for 

continuing to sort out floats for the day and 

the most important job of the day - counting 

the takings. Thank you one and all. 
 

 Max Perry 

Our talk in September was on the Effect of World 

War One on Women.  It was light- hearted and 

amusing but showed the profound effect that the 

War had on the influence of women in Society, 
eventually leading to an improvement (but not 

equalisation) in their position.  As our speaker 

said, this was a talk for women, but as one of 

three men in the audience, I felt the justice of the 

message. 

Our winter programme kicks off on 7 November 

with Desert Island Discs and our guest from the 

Parish, Prof. Graham Beaumont, being interviewed 

about his life and his favourite music.  The evening 

is back for the third year running by popular 

demand, and is based on a variation on the long-

running Radio 4 programme.  

Join us on 5 Dec for our Christmas get-together. 

 

In the last mag we sought a volunteer to 

replace Malcolm Booker as the person 

responsible to collect and deliver food from 

the blue Mothers' Union boxes from St 

Nicholas' and St Barnabas' Churches.  We are 

pleased to report that this position has been 

filled by Mrs Vivienne Tillyer.  We warmly 

wish Vivienne well in her new simple, but 

rewarding, role in the parish. Malcolm Booker 
 

Thanks to everyone who is donating to Open 

House. They always need coffee sugar and 

long-life milk and of course any tinned or 

packet food. They are always grateful for 

clothing. If you donate underwear can you 

please donate new underwear with the label 

still on. (well I wouldn’t wear cast off 

underwear). But thank you for everything 

that’s been donated so far.  Thank you – Viv 

mailto:laing.lucy@gmail.com


 

 
 

Worth & Pound Hill Branch 

June to September 2019 
 

 

The Branch Meeting in May was certainly an 

evening with a difference, as promised. We 

began seriously with an uplifting Eucharist 

led by Revd Sarah, which was followed by 

refreshments and a time to let our hair 

down with a ‘home-made’ Quiz. It was 

relaxed, educational and fun with three 

teams and Revd Sarah’s team won – no 

cheating involved! 
 

At the end of May our Diocese received a 

flying visit from the new Worldwide 

President, Sheran Harper. Mary Fry 

managed to attend the lunch-time meeting 

in Haywards Heath and, though brief, Mary 

was impressed with what Sheran had to say. 
 

June was an interesting month as Ifield 

Branch hosted the Crawley District Day: 

talking, thinking and learning more about 

MULOA [Mothers’ Union Listening, 

Observing & Action]. Our Diocesan 

President, Katherine Anderson, and Deputy 

President, Katherine White, led the day 

with ideas of how we can help each other, 

those in our churches and those we meet in 

everyday life by listening more, observing 

the needs of others and putting into action 

the help we can give them. Mary Fry and 

Joan Tick attended together with members 

from other Branches in the District.  In turn 

Mary & Joan gave feedback at our June 

Meeting and led a very similar but somewhat 

shorter version of the ‘MULOA Day’ to 

help our Members understand more about 

what it now means to be a member of the 

Mothers’ Union in the 2020s. 
 

It was a wet summer morning on 18 July, the 

day we had planned for our summer outing.  

Having convinced those attending that it 

would be “alright on the night”, I was a little 

doubtful when it was still damp and cloudy 

at midday. ‘Have faith’, I said, and the Lord 

was good, for by 2.15pm when 17 of us, not 

all M.U. members, gathered at Leonardslee 

Gardens, the sun was shining and everyone 

was smiling. It was an enjoyable afternoon, 

wandering about the newly laid grounds, 

watching the wallabies and deer, 

meandering by the lakes and losing 

ourselves in a by-gone era as we viewed the 

Dolls House exhibition. One had to marvel 

at the craftsmanship of the models and the 

settings they were in. In fact, one of the 

rooms could have been the MU in days of 

yore, having a Cream Tea!    

 

However we had a more up to date version, 

with environmentally friendly ‘plates’.… 

 

So what will the autumn bring? 
 

On 14 Sept we had a Harvest Afternoon 

Tea. On 24 Oct our Branch will be 

celebrating its birthday with a Songs of 

Praise service, followed by refreshments, 

with cake! 28 Nov is the Preparation for 

Advent service and then a break until 2020.  

 

If you would like to join us for either 
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October or November services please do, 

they will be advertised in the pewsheet. 
 

Next year is looking very interesting as we 

complete our programme for 2020. Details 

will follow in the December Magazine, New 

members are always welcome; so come 

along to one of our Meetings on the fourth 

Thursday of the month (see the weekly  

pewsheet and our Notice boards in both 

churches) and see what MU is all about. 

 
 
 

MULOA Mothers’ Union ~ Listen, Observe, Act 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chinese symbols for Ears – to hear or ‘listen’ 

Eyes -  to see or ‘observe 

Mind – to think  } or ‘act’ on what  we 

Heart - to feel     } have heard and seen 

 

The last symbol, in the middle, reminds us to focus our undivided attention on 

everything we hear, see and feel we are needed or called to do. 
 

Together they are ~~ MULOA!                                 Joan Tick 
 

  
Save the date! 

 

Thinking about de-cluttering? GET READY!! 
 

St. Barnabas Church 
(in aid of Refurbishment Fund) 

Jumble Sale 
Saturday 26th 

October 
9.30 am – 11.00 am 

 

WE NEED YOUR 

QUALITY CONTRIBUTIONS: 
 

Clothing/linens/toys/small furniture/ 

bric a brac/garden items/vintage 

pieces/jewellery/books etc. 

 

Please bring to the  

P  Centre on Fri 25 Oct 10.00am – 2.00pm  

or to the Hall on Fri 25 October 8.30pm-9.30pm  

or to the Hall on Saturday 26 Oct from 8.30 am 

Thank you! 

 



 

 

20 July 1969    Apollo 11 

 

Whilst I have been unable to attend church 

on Sundays due to my cancer treatment, I 

have been in the habit of listening to the 

service broadcast on Radio 4. 

On Sunday 14th July I tuned in as usual and 

found that the service was coming from 

Leicester Cathedral, which is close to the 

UK National Space Centre. The Dean led 

the service and I discovered that I was 

listening to a celebration of the Apollo 11 

moon landing of 50 years ago. The landing 

took place on 20 July 1969 and when the 

Dean introduced the service, he started by 

telling listeners what he said was one of the 

less well-known facts of the adventure. 

When the lunar module landed on the 

moon’s surface the first action taken by 

Buzz Aldrin, a Presbyterian elder, was to 

take Communion with the Bread and Wine 

specifically brought with him from his own 

church for what must have been a profound 

and sacramental moment of thanksgiving. 

We were not told whether Buzz’s 

colleague, Neil Armstrong, participated but 

his feelings must have been equally full of 

wonder and thanksgiving. 

After telling  listeners this story the Dean 

introduced the next hymn “The Heavens 

are Telling the Glory of God”; I couldn’t 

help but join in. The Dean went on to talk 

of thanksgiving and linking it all in to Time 

& Eternity, while I counted myself so 

blessed to be there with him.  

Stuart Sharpe 

 

 

On the way to the Shrine of Our Lady of 

Walsingham, the pilgrims stopped at Great 

Saint Mary's in Cambridge.  As the 

previous day was their Patronal Festival, Fr 

Andrew Day kindly carried the day over 

to the Monday for our benefit. 
 

It was a delight to visit this historic church 

and Fr Andrew gave us a very warm 

welcome. As we were a small group, we 

sat in the chancel around the high altar 

and he presided at the Mass.  It very much 

reminded me of our regular Thursday 

morning services and immediately we all 

felt at home.  It was made very special 

being their Patronal Festival. 
 

After the service we had lunch in the 

Michaelhouse Centre (previously St 

Michael’s), a church that had become 

redundant and then revived, now only 

used for special services such as those for 

the Scouts and Guides; attached was a 

lovely coffee shop that was very busy. 
 

Then we were 

back to Great 

Saint Mary's 

where Fr 

Andrew gave 

us a potted 

history of the 

church and 

King’s College, 

and the 

connection of 

college and church throughout Cambridge. 
 

Liz Gallagher 
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  - Choral 

Evensong on Sunday 25 August 
 

We had a good congregation at St Nicholas’, 

Worth for the Choral Evensong on the day 

before the late Summer Bank Holiday. 

Visitors who came from afar found the 

service impressive and felt privileged to be 

sitting in such an historic space. As well as 

appreciating the ancient beauty of the building 

they commented that the acoustics were 

good.  I feel sure that those sentiments were 

shared by the visiting choir called 

‘Quinqagesima’. 
 

It is important to point out that they are an 

‘ad hoc’ group of singers, unlike Worth Choir 

who joined them.  Each singer was personally 

invited by the conductor, Eric Spencer, and 

they came together for the first time at 4pm 

that Sunday afternoon. All the visiting singers 

had long experience of singing Choral 

Evensong; one Bass had done several hundred 

of them, professionally, at New College, 

Oxford! 
 

Eric Spencer was Director of Music at Worth 

nearly 50 years ago and he now lives in Cape 

Town. It was good to see him looking so well! 

His choice of music was just right for the 

occasion. The introit was Orlando Gibbons’ 

‘Almighty and Everlasting God’ – a serene 

start.  The Responses were by Sumsion, a bit 

more challenging, and the setting (The 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis) was by George 

Dyson. The Anthem was “My Soul there is a 

Country” by Hubert Parry, which was familiar 

to the ‘home team’. 
 

The most intriguing piece of music, for me, 

was the Voluntary played by the visiting 

organist.  It had all the hallmarks of a French 

‘sortie’ but was a lively ‘Toccata’ by Georgi 

Mushel, a Ukranian/Russian 20th Century 

composer. The congregation sat, spellbound, 

until he finished and went home with it 

ringing in their ears.  Thanks to our 

Bellringers for ringing us in, and thanks to the 

home team’ for the wine and nibbles served 

at the end of the service.     Ann Phillipson 

 

 

 
FAMILY SHOEBOX APPEAL 

The Family Shoeboxes of 

gifts are given to families 

who often have to make a 

choice between buying food 

or fuel at Christmas time – 

buying presents is just not a 

priority. Many  do not have running water, 

heating or electricity. Some live in appalling 

conditions, often living in just one or two 

rooms, and life for them is a real struggle to 

survive. 

A shoebox for a family means that everyone 

receives a gift.  A scarf for the mum, a tape 

measure for the dad, toys and games for the 

children as well as stationery and coloured 

pens.  Toiletries, toothpaste, shampoo and 

soap keep everyone clean and free from the 

germsl. And of course sweets and chocolates 

for everyone – a family favourite. 
ELDERLY SHOEBOX APPEAL 

Due to the number of elderly 

people that are now being left 

alone due to their families 

leaving to work away, we 

have launched 

the Elderly Shoebox 

Appeal.  The boxes are 

similar however the games and education 

materials are replaced with a torch, sensory 

items, candle and holder etc. 
 

Boxes get sent to Romania, Bulgaria, 

Moldova and Ukraine. 

We are a Christian charity who believe in 

distributing love to those in need regardless 

of background, colour, creed or religion. 

We are small enough that we have a personal 

relationship with all the key contacts and spot 

checks ensure that your boxes are received 

by the correct people



 

 

Don’t worry, this is not an article asking for 

more money!!  That will certainly come, but 

not right now.  If you already donate to the 

Parish via the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) you 

are excused from reading further!! 

 

As some of you will know I have had to spend 

the last few months in a form of isolation while 

I have been treated with chemotherapy for the 

lymphoma which suddenly appeared early in 

the year.  While this treatment has been going 

on, I have been able to assist the Parish 

Accounts department with preparing Gift Aid 

claims which for a variety of reasons had “got 

behind”.  I can tell you I don’t want to see 

another “yellow envelope” again.  I have 

processed literally thousands in the course of 

the last few months.  This is an onerous task 

for the finance team and much of it is not 

entirely necessary. 

 

While it is wonderful to receive a “gift aided” 

envelope from occasional visitors; regular 

donations are much better handled by the 

Parish Giving Scheme or, if you do not like this, 

a regular Bank Standing Order.  

 

Donations using the Parish Giving Scheme can 

be made on a 

monthly, 

quarterly or 

even annual 

basis.  They can 

be anonymous 

if you prefer 

and some 

parishioners 

have already 

made this 

choice.  They 

are collected 

by Direct Debit 

on the first day 

of the month.  

The gift is then 

passed on to 

the Parish 

within ten days of collection.  Gift Aid will be 

sent separately once PGS has received it from 

HMRC. 

 

Another unique feature of the scheme is the 

option for the donor to commit in principle to 

increase gifts annually in line with inflation.  

This is entirely at the donor’s discretion on an 

opt-in basis but at present more than 60% of 

the cash received is index-linked.  Donors 

receive an initial letter confirming their details 

and welcoming them to the scheme.  All those 

who have requested to inflate their giving 

annually will then receive a letter one month 

preceding the anniversary of their first gift 

informing them of their soon-to-be inflated gift 

(with the option to vary it).  

 

For the technically minded, the system uses 

the Advanced nfp CARE NG database (a 

professional system used by many large 

charities such as Cancer Research UK).  The 

scheme has been operating in Gloucester since 

late 2008 and is now in use in more than half 

of the English Dioceses. 

 

To summarise; by using this scheme and 

through donors' generous commitments, our 

Parish can be assured of a regular, tax efficient 

source of income which has the capacity to 

increase with the cost of living, yet involves 

virtually no administration.  With the help of 

the Parish Giving Scheme, donors can benefit 

from a system that is secure, confidential and 

easy to use, while supporting the Parish today 

and into the future. 

 

Details and the necessary documentation can 

be found at the rear of both churches and I am 

sure that the churchwardens will help if you 

cannot find these documents.  If you would like 

to talk about this, please feel free to contact 

me via the Parish Office (0300 111 8150); I will 

be more than 

happy to 

advise.  

Stuart Sharpe 
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Meeting 25.9.19 
 

After prayers and formal business the 

Minutes of the previous meeting were 

approved. 
 

Safeguarding:  Noreen Oxlade and the 

clery had made a presentation to the 

Diocesan Safeguarding Officer about 

progress in the Parish which was very 

substantially approved.  Noreen circulated 

the new Induction Pack; most parishioners 

have now undertaken the relevant 

training.  Warmest thanks were expressed 

to Noreen, Sarah and all who have 

contributed to documents and training for 

their hard and effective work. 
 

Procedures relating to the employment of 

Parish staff are being developed, as is a 

Diversity and Inclusion Policy. We are all 

particularly encouraged to think about the 

way in which we treat each other, and for 

our interactions to be governed by 

respect and care. 
 

Finance:  Tony has resigned as treasurer 

and is working closely with Sheila to 

ensure stability and continuity; as a result 

there was no report available.  The 

churchwardens will take temporary 

responsibility.  Advice is being sought 

about future financial management.  Sheila 

Dring will shortly provide a written report 

about the current financial position and 

she will liaise with the professional 

accountants to audit the 2018 Accounts. 
 

Gift Aid is now back on track thanks to 

the efforts of Stuart Sharpe.  Sheila will 

also prepare a proposal for better 

management of activities that may be in 

deficit and to establish a fund to provide 

for wear and tear resulting from regular 

activities. 

 

There was extended discussion about the 

arrangement for Hall lettings.  It was 

agreed that Sue Perry, in close 

consultation with Phyl Pennell and the 

clergy, continue to be responsible for 

lettings, although they will collaborate with 

Sheila Dring to develop a policy, to include 

principles of costing, concerning lettings, 

especially of St Barnabas’ Church. 
 

Fabric:  At St Nicholas’ the Faculty to 

remove the trees and establish a 

temporary path is awaited.  It is hoped to 

begin the work in mid-November to be 

completed by Advent.  Approval was given 

to apply for a Faculty for the remaining 

planned works. 
 

The St Barnabas’ proposals continue to be 

developed with a view to an application to 

the DAC in the New Year.  The revised 

proposals are currently with the Architect; 

April is likely to be the earliest start for 

the work. 
 

Social Events:  Recent and future events 

were reviewed.  The Hangout is to 

collaborate with the charity Young Minds.  

The Winter / Christmas Fair will now be 

on 7 December and the Advent Study Day 

postponed to 30 November. 
 

A proposal to maintain a log of items 

donated to the Churches was considered, 

but Fr Michael pointed out that this 

function is already served by the Terrier 

which the Churchwardens maintain. 
 

A new ‘strapline’ is to be trialled for the 

Parish: ‘Ancient and Present in Crawley’; 

look out for it! Next meeting: 27 

November 2019.  The meeting closed 

with prayers. 



 

’
The Committee met on 11 September and discussed 

feedback about the new service booklet.  We looked 

forward to upcoming services:  Harvest on 6 October and 

the new Deanery Healing Network service on 20 October 

- please see poster.   Suggestions were made as to how to include children in our ‘Carols 

for All’ service.  We will have a quiet reflective service again, called ‘A Time to Remember’, 

on 2 November and we are also introducing a new service this year for people who find 

Christmas a particularly difficult time of year, having been bereaved.  This is ‘Blue 

Christmas’ to be held on 14 December at 18:00. 

Discussion also took place about the hire of the Church itself, along with the other rooms 

for hire at St Barnabas’.  Keeping people safe is of the highest priority and various Health 

and Safety and Safeguarding matters were raised. 

The plans for the refurbishment of the Pastoral Centre, Narthex and new Porch and 

landscaping were reviewed.  Progress is ongoing and we are at the point where plans are 

nearly ready to be sent by the Architect to the local council for planning permission.  Once 

planning permission is granted we will be able to apply for a Faculty from the Diocese to 

enable the work to be planned and undertaken. 

                                       Next meeting: 16  October at 19:00. 

 

The St Nicholas Committee met on 9 July at the Rectory and opened 

with prayers. 
 

The main business concerned the current planned projects.  Although nothing may appear 

to be happening yet, things are moving steadily forwards.  Permissions and agreements are 

being obtained and the formal decision has been taken to begin the work, subject to PCC 

approval.  Before too long we may expect the trees along the access path to be removed 

and the new access path laid with a temporary surface (until other works are completed).  

The remedial work to the spire, tower and other roof areas should also begin soon. 
 

Work on the Memorial Garden should then follow, and the final relaying of all the paths 

around the church.  The internal reordering (the kitchen, toilet and store under the gallery) 

will be the final stage of the project.  A small working group is to see that relevant grant 

applications are submitted. 
 

It has also been decided to purchase a defibrillator, for general public use, to be sited near 

the Worth Way information board, and accessible by a code which may be obtained by 

dialling ‘999’.  Liaison with the Worth Way Runners will result in specific fund-raising 

activity. 
 

The revised Terms of Reference of the Committee were approved.  Recent and future 

events were reviewed, with satisfaction at the success of the various initiatives.  The 

success of ‘The Hangout’ was particularly noted, with 50 young people attending, and 20 

fully ‘signed up’.                                        The next meeting will be on 8 October. 
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St. Barnabas’ Refurbishment 

 

Since the last magazine much time has been spent on planning our project, but as there is 

little to see, you may feel that it doesn’t look as if much as been accomplished! 
 

I last reported that the architect was submitting an application for our project to the DAC 

by mid June. This was .an informal application, the result being that the DAC are happy to 

accept a full Faculty application.  
 

The application requires a lot of preparation, which takes a great deal of time, and it is now 

likely to be the end of the year or early next year before it is submitted. 
 

It has been necessary to engage a quantity surveyor to provide a Budget Estimate on the 

proposed works at St Barnabas’, prior to the architect engaging in the detailed design work 

that is needed for the Faculty application.  Two quantity surveyors were approached and 

Mike Rolfe of F T Allen, Worthing, was appointed to provide costings. 
 

On 14 August a small group from St Barnabas’ met with the architect and the architect’s 

technician to discuss the final design. This was followed on Sunday 18 August with a 

discussion among members of St Barnabas’ congregation about the cladding material which 

might be used on the proposed porch. There were no strong objections although some 

concern about the colour chosen for the cladding. After further discussion and inspection 

of sample colours we have decided on a dark grey – ‘anthracite’.  
 

As we are planning a new church porch we have to receive permission from the local 

authority for this exterior work before the application for a Faculty is considered.  The 

planning application takes several weeks from submission before we know whether it has 

been approved. We received the planning submission documents from the architect for our 

approval at the end of August.  
 

A further professional we have to appoint to the team is a structural engineer who has 

experience of working with ecclesiastical buildings. Two firms have been approached and 

they have provided a costing for carrying out the necessary work. At the moment the St 

Barnabas’ project group are discussing these fee proposals. 
 

We had hoped that a complete new heating system would be possible throughout the 

Pastoral Centre, Church, Narthex and offices, and two heating designers/installers have 

quoted for this work. Unfortunately this would be so expensive it has been put on hold and 

will possibly be a separate project for the future.  
 

Thanks again to the Co-op for choosing us as one of their charities, and thanks again go to 

those of you who keep spending in the Co-op! You have already helped us raise over 

£2,600. This link with the Co-op only lasts until October this year, but I have submitted an 

application, hoping to be one of their charities for October 2019- October 2020. I hope to 

have heard the result of this application by the time you read this. Please keep shopping at 

the Co-op! 

 

Phyl Pennell 

  



 

 

In addition to our church activities - the Toddler Group, ‘The Hangout’ – our youth group, 

Mothers’ Union, St. Nicholas’ Circle and Knit-n-Natter - we host a variety of clients. The 

lettings from the Hall and Pastoral Centre form a vital part of our mission and are one of 

our main sources of income. 
 

Groups using the Hall include several sessions of Pilates, Upahaar Indian Dance, the British 

Theatre Academy, Toastmasters International, Crawley Arts Society, Crawley Wellbeing, 

Musical Friends, 2nd Pound Hill Brownies, Creation Station, Cocaine Anonymous, Faith 

Church Ministries and Forward in Faith.  
 

The EasterTeam, one of our Parish charities, is a non-contributory booking, using the Hall 

every Saturday to provide lunches for the homeless.  
 

Weightwatchers, Turkis Cakes Café, Alcoholics Anonymous and Cocaine Anonymous use 

the Pastoral Centre regularly.  
 

Both the Hall and the Pastoral Centre are hired for ‘one- off activities’ – children’s parties, 

meetings, and so on. 
 

The Downstairs Meeting Room (DMR) is hired occasionally for various meetings and 

counselling sessions.  
 

The Indian Orthodox Church is now using our 

church on the second and third Saturday of each 

month.  
 

It does take a lot of time looking after these 

client groups but it is to our advantage that we 

are attracting so many activities from our local 

community.                                  Phyl 

  

TO HIRE 
• St Nicholas’ Church - fantastic 

acoustics and seats 150 

• St Barnabas’ Church Hall - 10m by 
10m, seats 105 with kitchen and 
garden  

• Pastoral Centre - a carpeted room 
and café seating up to 40 

• St Barnabas’ Downstairs Meeting 
Room 3.5m x 3.5m room with small 
kitchen and patio to garden.  Seats 
up to 15 (or 8 around a large round 
table) 

For rates, please see 

www.worthparish.org/venuehire or  

email office@worthparish.org  

to discuss your individual requirements or 

arrange a look around. 
 

 

http://www.worthparish.org/venuehire
mailto:office@worthparish.org
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It will be no surprise that Church Mouse enjoys a mystery.  

The current mystery is the stained glass ‘low side’ window on 

the South side of the chancel, showing Faith and Hope. (right).  

It looks like a Kempe window, but is not quite ‘right’.  

Moreover, it is not ‘signed’ with the usual device of a 

wheatsheaf, or the later Kempe & Tower wheatsheaf with a 

black tower superimposed.  The window does not appear in 

the Corpus of Kempe Stained Glass. 

 

But an attribution to Kempe seems quite likely.  Charles 

Eamer Kempe, the preeminent glass artist of the late Victorian 

and Edwardian periods, had his professional base nearby at 

Lindfield.  Although Kempe had workshops in London, his studio and centre of operations 

was at Old Place.  It is not surprising that Sussex churches are full of his glass. 
 

Kempe glass is often dramatic with sumptuous robes, and a 

particular feature is the use of pearls on borders, jewellery and 

hangings.  Kempe collaborated with a number of other artists; 

especially Walter Ernest Tower and John William Lisle.  There 

seems good reason to believe that the window is by John William 

Lisle.  There are a number of stylistic features that support this, 

such as the use of a band with pearls which passes behind the 

head.  The band at Worth (Hope: left), among other features, is 

similar to examples which are definitely attributed to Lisle. 
 

But Church Mouse has been found to be wrong.  Inspection of the 

Faculty which relates to this window clearly shows that the designer 

was Robert J Newbury (occasionally ‘Newbery’); there is a signed 

design attached to the Faculty.  This is unusual because, while he had a 

workshop in London at 27 Fitzroy Square, almost all his windows are 

in South and West Wales, and the design is not typical of his glass.  

However, there is an example in the Lady Chapel of St James the 

Greater in Leicester, which represents the Crucifixion (right), which 

has some parallels to our window. 

 

So, the window was not designed by John William Lisle after all, but by 

Robert J Newbury.  It cost £60 and was inserted in, or shortly after, 

1919 – just 100 years ago.  The dedication reads: ‘To the Glory of 

God and in loving memory of my wife Fanny Luscombe of Hayheath 

and our daughter Edith Bessie Luscombe, AD 1919.’ 
 

Another mystery solved.  I wonder about the other windows … 
 

[Photographs at Worth by Church Mouse] 
Church Mouse   



 

On 8 June, Max and Graham attended this conference at the Brighthelm Centre, Brighton, 

with about 30 other participants.  The event aimed to explore the challenges facing us from 

the impacts of climate change and diversity loss, and exploring our spiritual connectedness 

to the earth and the actions we can take to contribute to earth and human flourishing. 

The keynote address was given by Nicola Peel, a ‘solutionist’, who has worked in the 

Equadorian Amazon for 18 years on environmental projects and with the indigenous 

peoples.  She spoke of some of the serious problems arising from the disposal of waste oil 

by Chevron Texaco and potential solutions using mycorenewal with oyster mushrooms.  

Plastic recycling through creating ‘plastic wood’, and the production of eco-bricks, were 

illustrated by impressive projects.  The use of oatmilk rather than soya milk would aid to 

reduce deforestation.  We must abandon “mine it, make it, dumpit” and find new 

approaches to packaging, for example using mycellum. 

Her recommendations were: buy renewable energy; divest from environmentally harmful 

companies; end ecocide; adopt regenerative agriculture; reduce 

airlines’ emissions; use no single use plastic – and, basically, acquire 

‘less stuff’.  Get involved!  A well-presented, inspirational, and engaging 

talk. 

The afternoon offered a selection of workshops: 

Green Grace led by Revd Philip Roderick, founder of Contemplative 

Fire and the Quiet Gardens movement.  Participants were asked to 

engage with the active-contemplative dimension of our immediate 

environment, to awaken and deepen the call of the Spirit to quiet 

change and an integral balance between effort and rest, wonder and wisdom. 

Top Tips for taking personal action to protect the earth facilitated by Nicola Peel. 

The discussion followed on from the morning keynote address with Nicola leading a 

discussion on what we can do individually.  There was a lively discussion over what action 

we should take and how.  The group varied in its political leanings and fondness for direct 

action.  Consequently, there were healthy differences between those for and against Direct 

Action “Climate Change Action”/ “Extinction Rebellion” (as it has later become popular in 

the press), and even law breaking, as a responsibility of all.  Greta Thunberg and her role in 

School Strikes was discussed.  It was interesting to observe the different responses from 

enthusiasm to discomfort. 

There was broader agreement on the actions we should take to play our personal part in 

recycling: fewer car journeys, fewer flights.  There were also interesting subdivisions on the 

spectrum of affluence within the group.  It was clear that the more you had, the more you 

could and should be doing in terms of environmental savings and environmental 

investments. 

Saving the world is a spiritual matter led by Revd Alex Mabbs, Minister at Brighthelm 

and Facilitator of the Earth Church.  

Alex did well to hold this group together.  Advertised as “a vision of a world where all 

living beings flourish in the peace and love of God” he rather abandoned this in the 

presence of the broad church audience from atheists to pagans to Christians.  We all 
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agreed on the spirituality of the environment and our need to take action.  However, it 

would be unusual to have any other opinion if you were spending the day at such an event.  

Discussion on fairness and sharing in an unequal society was probably the most interesting 

topic.  

The Great Water Challenge was the topic for Sandy Elsworth, a geologist and 

hydrologist.  He spoke about the amazing physical chemistry of water and his experience of 

working with water-providers around the world.  An extraordinary fact is that of all the 

water on the earth, only about 1% is drinkable and of that only 10% is surface water.  The 

conclusion is boreholes, not dams.  Participants were encouraged to think about water use 

on a personal and a social level, and in a local and an international context. 

Altogether a worthwhile day, providing much food for thought & a stimulus to greater 

action. 

Footnote: So much has happened since attending the event.  Our planet is burning in so 

many places, even more than in past years; in particular, in the places in the Ecuador 

Amazon where Nicola Peel told the stories of her work.  The “success” of the Climate 

Strike and higher profile of “Climate Change” and the new and stronger term “Climate 

Crisis” is beginning to make these issues “mainstream”.  What is reassuring is that the 

young are leading and the older generations are following. 

Max Perry and Graham Beaumont 

 

Church Mouse is often unmoved by icons, but he has found one 

which seems very meaningful to him. 

If you have been watching Inside the Vatican on BBC2, a fascinating 

glimpse behind the scenes, then you will know where he discovered 

it.  It is an icon which Pope Francis has had hung in a corridor of the 

Vatican to encourage all to mind their speech. 

Although known as the Virgin of Silence, it seems to me more; a 

reminder not only to consider when to speak, but also the manner in 

which we speak. 

On various occasions Fr Michael has encouraged us to be guarded 

about our communications with others; to speak, write and email 

with care, respect and love.  This icon is, for me, a powerful reminder 

to do just that.                                                        Church Mouse 

SHELLEY COPTHORNE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION   (Registered Charity No. 306408) 

Small grants towards the expenses of college or university courses are available to students, under the age of 
25 years, who are resident in or around the civil or ecclesiastical parishes of Worth. 
Applications for grants can only be made for courses where a confirmed offer of a place has been accepted. 
Application should be by letter, giving brief details of yourself, including date of birth, your education and the 
course you will be undertaking,  to  

The Honorary Secretary, 
The Shelley Copthorne Educational Foundation, 
3, Saxon Road, Worth, Crawley,   RH10 7SA. 

Applications by 1st November for consideration in the current year 

 



 

 

I’ve been meaning to write a piece on 

epitaphs – no, not the jokey sort (not 

Spike Milligan’s “I told you I was ill”) but 

on the demise of the appropriate words 

to sum up a person’s life when they, or 

their ashes, are interred. 
 

I was spurred on to do so by someone 

desperately trying to find the tombstones 

of her ancestors in St Nicholas’ 

churchyard today - in the “third row of 

the new section” (no, me neither). I 

suspect that if she managed to locate the 

graves [she did with a little help, Ed.] that 

she will have found what words were 

written on the stones eroded by time and 

weather and scarcely legible. 
 

So, if the apt valedictory phrase is not 

given top priority these days, 

especially in the short space of a 

crematorium plaque, it is 

understandable. 
 

However, just as we are urged 

these days not only to write a will, 

but to give guidance for our own 

funeral service, maybe we should 

also give a thought to how we wish to be 

remembered or, if too modest, at least to 

specify who knows us well enough to 

compose our final inscription.  
 

I say this, because attending a funeral 

service in South London earlier this year, I 

parked facing two vast tombstones, both 

recent, both marble – one pink, one black 

- on the perimeter of a packed graveyard. 

Having read the long verse on one, (I was 

early!), I proceeded to read the next only 

to find that after the first two couplets, 

the remaining dozen or so lines were 

absolutely identical. Now, there was no 

family or incident connecting these two 

graves – merely the lines chosen from, 

presumably, a prepared ‘funeral selection’ 

and the ill luck to be next door to each 

other. 
 

Clearly the words spoke to those 

bereaved, and had been carefully chosen, 

but it struck me as rather sad that those 

paying their final respects couldn’t pay 

tribute to their loved one in words that 

were uniquely ‘them’. Hence, my 

suggestion we give some thought, now, to 

the poor soul on whom the responsibility 

will fall for our own leave-taking. It would 

be a hard task for anyone to sum up a life 

in just a few short lines but for those 

bereft and grieving it will be doubly hard. 
 

We’ve already had a short practice with 

our ‘six words’ campaign and the example 

of Raymond Carver, a writer who gave his 

executors a hefty clue in his final poem:  

“Late Fragment” 
 

And did you get what 

you wanted from this life, even so? 

I did. 

And what did you want? 

To call myself beloved, to feel myself 

beloved on earth. 
 

So, I leave you with two of the more 

successful (and short!) epitaphs I have 

seen:  

the first, near to home (St Nicholas’ 

churchyard) for Major W J Friend 1916-

2010; 
 

To be born a gentleman is an accident, 

To die a gentleman is an achievement. 
 

the second, almost as far away as you can 

get from Worth in the British Isles, is in 

St Magnus’ Cathedral, Kirkwald, Orkney 

written in 1750 for Mary Young, spouse of 

John Riddoch, 
 

She lived regarded and dyed regreted 
 

Wow! I’d be happy to warrant those six 

words! 

Good luck with yours!!       

    Linda Eells 
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 - Understanding  Same-sex Marriage. 

Alan Wilson (Bishop of Buckingham) - Darton, Longman and Todd, 2014 

The first chapter traces the history of society's reaction up to The Same-sex Couples Bill 

2013. Wilson then refers to the fiasco of the appointment of Jeffrey John to be Bishop of 

Reading in 2003, and asserts that by 2014 there were said to be a dozen or so gay bishops 

whose existence sometimes causes resentment and anger to gay people. 
 

Unnatural.  Wilson discusses the use of the word 'nature' by St Paul and St Thomas 

Aquinas. Homosexuality wasn't the only thing that St Paul regarded as unnatural (also, 

women's hair). Aquinas believed that human beings were either male or female and that the 

most sublime purpose of sex was reproduction.  However, Jesus said, "There are eunuchs 

whom have been so from birth." A recent book by Andy Angel, "Intimate Jesus, the 

Sexuality of God Incarnate", discusses Our Lord's relationship with 'the disciple whom Jesus 

loved’, but avoids that issue.  Finally, he asserts that once gay relationships are no longer 

seen as disordered they can be tested by the same moral criteria as in other relationships. 
 

Equality or Bust  Christian resistance to gay people being allowed to marry has centred 

on the definition of marriage. Marriage has in fact been radically and continuously redefined 

down the ages.  What words can we use to define gay marriage? Why not simply call it 

‘marriage’. The terms 'black marriage' or 'geriatric marriage' would be just as absurd as 'gay 

marriage'.  A society that tolerates discrimination diminishes itself. The destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah does not portray the inhabitants as homosexual. The inhabitants 

were only interested in gang rape; when Lot refused them access to the young men, he 

offered his own daughters. They were very wicked people. 
 

Biblical Marriage  Biblical marriage is generally defined as "the voluntary union for life of 

one man and one woman to the exclusion of all others."  This definition, however, comes 

from a Victorian Judge. The Old Testament Law permitted various marriages that are now 

completely unacceptable.  For Jesus, who never married and distanced himself from his 

family, marriage was essentially a secular and temporal matter belonging to this passing age.  

St Paul likens the mystical relationship between Christ and his Church to marriage, and not 

the other way round. 
 

Geopolitics and Mission   A survey in 2013 of 39 countries revealed that 80% of people 

in the developed world approved of homosexual practice, but it was remarkedly lower in 

Africa and The Middle East. The culture of indigenous African countries has historically 

been far more diverse. Homophobic culture was imposed upon them by colonialists and 

Christian missionaries. So how does this affect the mission of the church today? 

Reconciliation has always been a major aspect of the Christian faith. The answer must 

involve the recognition that the Gospel of Love can overcome all divisions. In the words of 

the song, "Love conquers all". 
 

The law of the land, and that's great. 

What social impact will same-sex marriage have? "The possibility of 

'gay marriage' does not detract from heterosexual marriage, unless 

we think that homosexuality is a choice, rather than the given identity of a minority of 

people. Indeed, the development of marriage for same-sex couples is a very strong 

endorsement of the institution of marriage" (Bishop of Salisbury). As we know the Church 

of England has yet to agree.    Revd John Loxton 



 

The Bible does not condemn same-

sex relationships.  Seriously, it 

doesn’t. 

Church Mouse has a number of good 

friends, excellent people, who are in stable 

same-sex relationships; but he is troubled 

by the way the Churches and some 

Christians treat them.  Here are some 

thoughts. 
 

The story of the Church’s attitude to 

homosexuals has too often been one of 

prejudice, ignorance and oppression.  All of 

us need to acknowledge that, and to 

repent for any part we may have had in it.  

If we are faithful to Our Lord, then 

disagreement over the proper expression 

of homosexual love will never become 

rejection of the homosexual person.  

[House of Bishops, Issues in Human 

Sexuality, 1991]  And yet, all anyone wants 

to talk about these days are six Bible 

verses that “condemn homosexuality.”  

Here’s the thing — they don’t; and we need 

to accept that and get back to the more 

important things. These six Bible verses 

used to defend a “traditional” view on 

homosexuality; and are known as the 

“trouble verses” that condemn same-sex 

behaviour; but we must read them in 

context. 
 

Genesis 19:5: and they called to Lot, ‘Where 

are the men who came to you tonight? Bring 

them out to us, so that we may know them.’  

What was their sin? They were ruthless in 

their acquisition of wealth, power and 

territory — and they oppressed the poor 

and took advantage of the weak and were 

terrible at hospitality.  (Ezekiel 16:49,50)  

But here’s the deal: the so-called 

“Sodomites” in Genesis are beating down 

the door of a man named Lot who was 

entertaining two messengers of God.  The 

men want to have sexual intercourse with 

them.  But in the end, Lot offers up his two 

virgin daughters for the so-called 

Sodomites to gang rape. It’s brutal, 

horrendous stuff; but it has nothing to do 

with homosexuality. 
 

Leviticus 18:22 & 20:13: You shall not lie with 

a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.  

If a man [does], both of them have 

committed an abomination; they shall be put 

to death ...  The “Levitical laws” are 

important, especially for a people looking 

to survive. They’re literally on the run , an 

exodus , out of Egypt.  This passage has 

nothing to do with homosexuality either.  

If we want to get all Levitical about it, the 

same laws dictate that shellfish cannot be 

eaten, and mixed fabric garments cannot 

be worn. 
 

Romans 1:26–27:  …God gave them up to 

degrading passions. … Men committed 

shameless acts with men ....  This is  not 

about same-sex relationships between 

faithful and committed partners.  It’s about 

gross misuse of power, Roman elitist 

overindulgence, and over-sexualized 

spirituality.  This is not the stuff of friends, 

loved ones, neighbours and colleagues who 

happen to be gay and celebrate marriage 

equality. 
 

1 Corinthians 6:9–11:  … Fornicators, 

idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, 

sodomites, thieves, the greedy, drunkards, 

revilers, robbers — none of these will inherit 

the kingdom of God. …  This is one of the 

most damning, hurtful, and misused 

passages that Christians have used to 

LGBTQ people to convince them of their 

sin.  The problem is, people have 

horrifically misunderstood two simple 

words.  The words are: malakoi and 

arsenkoitai. We might define malakoi as 

“effeminate.”  In a moral context, this 

word is actually more about “lack of self-

control, weakness, laziness, or cowardice.”  

There were sexual connotations for 

“malakoi” as well, but again, it always 
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points backs to uncontrolled acts of lust or 

misused sexuality .  It was not understood 

in the church to refer to same-sex 

behaviour before recent translations.  

Arsenkoitai is more bizarre and hard to 

grasp.  Many believe that St Paul actually 

invented the word.  It is a combination of 

two other words in Greek: arsen (male) 

and koites (bed) which might be, literally, 

“male-bedders.”  When the word is used 

elsewhere, it refers to “economic 

exploitation and power abuses.”  The Acts 

of John lists arsenkoitai in a list quite 

separate from a catalogue of sexual sins.  

Arsenkoitai has nothing to do with LGBTQ 

loved ones, friends, and colleagues looking 

to live as good neighbours. 

 

1 Timothy 1:9–10:  This means understanding 

that the law is laid down … for murderers, 

fornicators, sodomites, slave-traders, liars, 

perjurers …The word arsenkoitai is used 

again; several reference books show that 

“homosexual offenders” was a translation 

of this Greek word.  In the NIV Bible it is 

translated simply as “perverts.”; there’s 

quite a difference! 

[This is a highly edited version of an article 

by Adam Nicholas Phillips. 

Read the whole piece at - 
https://medium.com/@adamnicholasphillips] 
 

In the words of the poster: ‘Some 

Christians are gay.  Get over it.’ 

 

Church Mouse 

 

 



 

 

 

Grattons Drive Home Group 

 

Our Home Group has met mid-week 

every month, except May, this year. We 

usually meet on a Thursday afternoon but 

in June and July we decided to meet on a Wednesday afternoon. At the end of July we 

welcomed another member of the Group, a friend of Gill Thompson’s. We meet for prayer 

and fellowship, and study a book by David Robertson called “What would Jesus post? " 
 

This is a Christian approach to online interaction and we have found it very interesting and 

informative. Actually, some of the information comes from each other as we share what we 

have found out, sometimes by bitter experience. We are learning to be “as wise as serpents 

and as innocent as doves”. We have worked through a chapter called “Humble, hospitable 

and generous” and are preparing for “A digital sabbath" early in October. 
 

The hospitable and generous people are the Jennings and Gill Thompson who jointly host 

the meetings. We usually start with fellowship, tea/coffee and cake and then continue with 

reading and discussion. We would welcome anyone who would like to join us. 
 

Margaret Jennings/Ann Phillipson 

If you would like to join a Home Group please be encouraged by your faith and get in touch. 

Linda Eells linda.eells.le@gmail.com  

Caroline Formby carolineformby@blueyonder.com  

Margaret Jennings margaret@grattons.plus.com  

Joan Tick tickjoan@gmail.com 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Are there any ladies like myself who would like to do a straightforward Bible 

study?  

I have been studying the Bible using the ‘Know your Bible’ series since living in 

Australia, which I have found is very helpful.  

Each study book, on a topic related to the Bible, is a series of 6 to 8 studies 

which comprise readings and set questions to answer which are then discussed 

as a group.  There is a Leader who has a Leader’s book with the suggested 

answers and a review of each study. 

If you would like to learn more about this method of studying the Bible, would 

you like to join me on 15 October for coffee after the 10:30 service (about 11:00) at St Barnabas’.  I will 

bring examples of the study material and, if people are interested, we will fix a time and day when we could 

meet.  

I have spoken to Revd Sarah Upchurch who has given me her blessing to see if such a group could be 

formed in the Parish.  Mary Fry  

mailto:linda.eells.le@gmail.com
mailto:carolineformby@blueyonder.com
mailto:margaret@grattons.plus.com
mailto:tickjoan@gmail.com


23 

 
 



 

 
o



25 

 

Hi Everyone,  

Here is an update from The Hangout; our Youth Group 

for yrs 7-11.   We have had a fabulous summer term 

with lots of opportunities to get outside in the garden ... 

We even managed some weeding. 

Our tuck shop continues to prove very popular and our 

new menu item for this term is .... Fish Finger sandwich!!  

On our last session before the summer break we had 

some fun and games ... As you can see they proved 

popular.  

Don't forget we are at St Barnabas’ Hall every Friday from 7 to 

8.30pm during term time and if you fancy a Saturday – there is a 

Kindle Youth event in the Church on 12 Oct – see the separate 

flyer.  

We look 

forward 

to seeing 

you all.           
The Hangout 

Team.  

 

 

 

’
I had an interesting summer with some new ex periences, including 

my first ever holiday complete with doggy paddling in the sea. 

What fun! Although I’m not too sure about the strange tasting 

water! Anyway, on to more important matters. I have news! 

Wonderful news! I knew at some point that I would progress from 

being the Ordinand’s dog to being a Curate’s dog, but in early 

summer we had the news that I would be YOUR Curate’s dog! No, 

that doesn’t mean that I’m changing my human, just that the 

Ordinand will become the Curate for the Parish of Worth, Pound 

Hill, Maidenbower and Forge Wood in June next year. So, I’m going 

to be around for a lot longer. Now I don’t know about you, but I’m 

not altogether sure that I know exactly what a curate is or does. 

However, I’ll put on my investigating boots and will let you know my findings next time. 

Must go. Time to bark at the delivery man!   Shadow, the Ordinand’s Dog 
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This lovely couple who volunteer every Tuesday and Thursday morning to open, 

run and clear up Toddlers - often a thankless task. Jenny started helping when 

her youngest son Mark was a toddler in about 1991, and took over running the 

group not long after, so has served us faithfully and with care for about 25 

years. When Neil retired a few years ago, he joined Jenny. Without them 

many children, parents, grandparents and childminders would 

not have this lovely group! Our aim at Toddlers is to 

provide a variety of learning opportunities for 

preschool aged children; as well as a place for adults 

to meet and support each other. Every Tuesday 

and Thursday morning, term time only,   09.00 – 

11.00 in St Barnabas Church Hall, £1 per family                         

Sue 

10.00am every Sunday at St Barnabas  
 

Hey everyone 

I hope you have had a fabulous 

summer. We had fun swapping out 

some of our usual activities for our 

'quiet' ones during the summer 

break ... It proved popular for our 

little ones. 
 

We are now back in full swing for 

Autumn. Lots to look forward to 

including our Harvest Festival on 

Sunday 6th October. We shall be 

celebrating all 

that God provides ... and share with those 

less fortunate. We hope you can join us 

and bring a small donation of food, 

toiletries, warm hats, scarves and gloves 

for us to donate to Open House and the 

Easter Team. 
 

As you can see, we have celebrated our 

youngest turning 1: Happy Birthday Cody. 

🎂🎉 God bless you all; see you all soon.                                                                                                    

Nicky & Caroline x 

 

  

 

June 

Sienna Elizabeth Lily Burke 

Louie William Harris 

George Stanley Deadman 

Evelyn Rae Lewis  

Daniella Carly Fagence 
 

July 

Seren Christine Shields 

Arthur Matthew Parsons 

James Gordon Frank Ryder 

Logan James McLay- Hares 

Alice Patricia Wolfe 
 

August  

Matilda Susan Sheila Taylor-Wyatt 

Millie Rose Deacon 

Olivia Charlotte Gower 

Alexander Francis Gower 

Amber Ingrid Wigham 

Jonah John Pullinger 

Penelope Rose Gardner 

Sophie Abigail Hellmuth 
 

September 

Amelie Emma Spratt 

Ethan Stuart Guppey 

Louie Michael Alastair Palmer 

Romily Alice Oldfield 

Logan George Healy 

Beatrix Rose Finlayson- Green 

 

We love everyone to come to any and all 

our services, but the following will be  

particularly child-friendly. The fourth  

Sunday at St Barnabas’ + Harvest 6 Oct, All Saints 

3 Nov and Advent Sunday 1 Dec at St Nicholas’   
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During the holidays the clergy and 

Messy Church leaders worked on a 5 

year plan which ensures that all parts 

of the church year, all the Bible 

stories from the Old & the New 

Testament and the spirit of our 

Christianity is covered.  Changing 

from having two different venues on 

the same day of the week to two 

different days in our own church hall 

has had an excellent start. In 

September we reached out to 35 

children from 19 families.  Church is 

not just for Sundays! 
 

 Sue x 
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Sunday.  + Family Service on the 4th Sunday of the 

month.  

 

Hi everybody,    

I Hope you have all had a fantastic 

summer,  incredible weather has certainly helped us 

all to get out & about....  

We are getting ready for a busy term ahead and 

would love to see all of our families returning to 

Sunday School. All children of all ages are welcome 

as our activities and stories are very flexible.  

Come along and see what we are up to,  this is your 

church and your space... Let's build it together.  

Every Blessing               Caroline x 

 

Wedding 
Congratulations  
 

14 June 19   

Jonathan Langston & Alison Keeler 
 

20 July  

Joseph Campey & Sophie Ortyl 
 

10 August 19  

Timothy Gurowich & Alice Cahill 
 

7 September 19  

William Goodes & Iona Simpson 
 

27 September 19  

Jack Muscatt & Stephanie Head 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/8iEboAd5T.htm 

 

Log burners and multi fuel stoves £50  

Fireplaces £60,  

Victorian lucky chimney sweep wedding 

hire, price is postcode dependent but 

approx. £150 

 

There are many interesting ideas on the ‘net’ 

as to how Chimney Sweeps became very 

welcome at weddings!   

 

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/8iEboAd5T.htm
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Administrator (Parish) Sue Perry 

0300 

111 

8150 
 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals Parish Office 

Bellringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, Church) Sue Perry 

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens 

Children’s Society Ann Lane 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) Sheila Dring 

Phyl Pennell 

Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) Gerald Sandwell 

Colin Smith 

Events Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Parish Office 

Fellowship Activities Joan Tick 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 

Giving (Donations etc) Sheila Dring 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Linda Eells 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Magazine Sue Perry 

Messy Church Sue Walshe 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish)  (manned or ansaphone 24/7)  

Office at St Barnabas’ (not generally manned)  

PCC Chair Michael Boag 

PCC Secretary Liz Gallagher 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Treasurer   

Prayer Group Linda Eells 

Safeguarding Officers Noreen Oxlade 
Social Media Elizabeth Whyman 

Stewardship Officer (St Barnabas’) Stuart Sharpe 

St Nicholas Circle Max Perry 

Sunday School Caroline Formby 

Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am) Jenny Dobson 

Website Elizabeth Whyman 

Weddings Parish Office 

  
Strange, but true….. Celestina Collins of Coventry c.1847, a great heiress and 

Sunday-school teacher, refused numerous marriage proposals, preferring to share her 

bed with a cock and fifteen hens. 
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Travelling far? - we recommend you check dates/times either on our website calendar, or with the office. 

When?  What? Where? 

Wed 9 October 14.30 Parish Tea Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas' 

Thur 10 October 14:30 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Sat 12 October 11.00 Wedding Preparation Day St Barnabas', St Nicholas’ 

Sun 13 October 14.30 Samuel Higgs: Piano Recital St Nicholas’ 

Mon 14 October 11.00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Sat 19 October 14.00 Quiet Day Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas’ 

Sat 19 October 15.30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Sun 20 October 16.00 Deanery Healing Service St Barnabas' 

Wed 23 October 15.00 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Thur 24 October 19.45 MU Songs of Praise, Birthday & Branch Meeting St Barnabas’ 

Sat 26 October 09.30 Jumble Sale St Barnabas’ Hall 

Sat 2 November 10.00 Saturday Market St Barnabas’ 

Sat 2 November 16.00 A Time to Remember St Barnabas’ 

Sat 2 November 18.30 Requiem for All Souls St Nicholas’ 

Tues 5 November 11.00 Home Communion Lanehurst Gardens 

Thur 7 November 20.00 St Nicholas’ Circle: Desert Island Discs Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas’ 

Mon 11 November 11.00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 13 November 14.30 Parish Tea Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas' 

Thur 14 November 14.30 Julian Group St Nicholas' 

Sat 16 November 15.30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Wed 20 November 15.00 Messy Church St Barnabas' Hall 

Thur 28 November 19.45 MU Preparing for Advent & Branch Meeting St Barnabas’ 

Sat 30 November 14.00 Advent Study Day Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas' 

Sun 1 December 18.30 A Candlelit Advent St Nicholas’ 

Tues 3 December 11.00 Home Communion Lanehurst Gardens 

Thur 5 December 20.00 St Nicholas’ Circle: Christmas Cheese & Wine Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas’ 

Sat 7 December 11.00 Christmas Fair, Pound Hill St Barnabas’ 

Sat 7 December 15.30 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Sun 8 December 16.00 Christingle Service St Barnabas’ 

Mon 9 December 11.00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Wed 11 December 15.00 Messy Church St Barnabas’ Hall 

Thur 12 December 14.30 Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sat 14 December 10.00 Saturday Market St Barnabas’ 

Sat 14 December 18.00 Blue Christmas St Barnabas’ 

Sun 15 December 16.00 Carols for All St Barnabas’ 

Tues 17 December 14.00  Christmas Service Lanehurst Gardens 
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