
 

Welcome to our services at 
St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 

St Nicholas’ in Worth 
 

As we are now in Advent 
our 10am service starts on page 12. 

 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 
services as well as notices for everyone.   
Please do take it home and share it. 
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to come 
up and receive a blessing or, if baptised, share 
the bread and wine. If you are here for the first 
time, please introduce yourselves. After the 
10.00 service on Sunday please join us for 
refreshments. 
 

There are soft toys and books available for 
children. Note that we do not normally sing 
the starred (*) verses in hymns. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SERVICES TODAY 

 08:00 Holy Communion               St Nicholas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher:       Revd Gordon Parry 

 

10:00   Sung Eucharist                    St Nicholas’ 
 Celebrant & Preacher:            Fr Michael Boag 

 

10:00  Child Friendly Eucharist       St Barnabas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher:    Revd Sarah Upchurch 
 

18:30  Lessons and Carols             St Nicholas’ 

Please send pew sheet notices 
to pewsheet@worthparish.org 

or phone 0300 111 8150 

 

“Do not be afraid” the angel said. 
Joseph……… 
“Mary is pregnant. I am devastated. Mary 
was someone else’s before she was mine. 
She is expecting his child.  
She told me. She said an angel visited her 
and told her God wanted her to bear a 
child, his son. Of course, I don’t believe 
it. How can I?” 
Angel…….. 
“Why ‘of course’ don’t you believe it? Is it 
so unlikely that God should use an 
ordinary girl like your Mary?  
The same God who used an elderly man 
to become the father of Israel or used a 
boastful dreamer to save his people from 
starvation, or a murderer to lead his 
people out of Egypt? The same God who 
used a slave girl to send a general 
suffering from leprosy to the prophet 
Elisha?  
Words spoken by the angel in a 
dream……. 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” 
Joseph awoke from sleep and did as the 
angel commanded. 
I believe in the virgin birth; how else 
could Jesus be divine? Nothing is 
impossible with God. Joseph was a good 
man, chosen by God to protect and 
nurture the infant Jesus. At this time of 
year, I always feel in awe of Joseph. Mary 
said “yes”, Joseph had to cope with the 
extraordinary consequences of people 
not believing.  
Do join me in the Joseph Appreciation 
Society! 
Peace be with you, 
                                  Revd Sarah 
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Collect 
God our redeemer, who prepared the 
Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of 
your Son: grant that, as she looked for his 
coming as our saviour, so we may be ready 
to greet him when he comes again as our 
judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.    Amen 
 

Reading   Isaiah 7.10-16 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a 
sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will 
not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of 

David! Is it too little for you 
to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the 
young woman is with child 
and shall bear a son, and shall 
name him Immanuel. He shall 

eat curds and honey by the time he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
For before the child knows how to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted. 
 
Psalm Psalm 80.1-8,18-20 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead 
Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned 
upon the cherubim, shine forth before 
Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up 
your might, and come to save us! 
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that 
we may be saved. 
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be 
angry with your people’s prayers? You have 
fed them with the bread of tears, and given 
them tears to drink in full measure. You make 
us the scorn of our neighbours; our enemies 
laugh among themselves. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face 
shine, that we may be saved. 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove 
out the nations and planted it. Then we will 

never turn back from 
you; give us life, and we 
will call on your name. 
Restore us, O Lord God 
of hosts; let your face 
shine, that we may be 
saved. 
 

Reading  Romans 1.1-7 
Paul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ, called to be an 
apostle, set apart for 
the gospel of God, 
which he promised 
beforehand through his 

prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh and was declared 
to be Son of God with power according to 
the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith among all 
the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 
including yourselves who are called to belong 
to Jesus Christ. 
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called 
to be saints: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospel   Matthew 1.18-end 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 
quietly. But just when he 
had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph, 
son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 



people from their sins.’ All this took place to 
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with 
us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; 
and he named him Jesus. 
 

Post Communion 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to be the mother of the 
promised saviour: fill us your servants with 
your grace, that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice 
in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.     Amen 
 

 
 
 

Our Christmas Charities are Home-Start 
Crawley, Horsham & Mid-Sussex and Tariro: 
Hope for Youth in Zimbabwe. 
 
 

The sale of Christian Christmas cards at the 
recent Saturday Markets has raised £73 for the 
St Barnabas’ Refurbishment Fund. Thanks to all 
who purchased these cards. 
 
 

TODAY 18:30 Lessons and Carols at St 
Nicholas’ followed by mulled wine and mince 
pies.  We welcome contributions of mince pies. 
 

For those who have collection boxes for The 
Children’s Society, Ann Lane, who took over 
from Malcolm Booker, will be collecting them in 
the New Year.  Please expect a telephone call! 
Thank you. 
 

 
There is a Christmas Tree in both churches. If 
possible, please bring a gift for under the tree 
at one of our pre-Christmas services (Carols for 
All, or at either Crib Service). All gifts should be 
new, unwrapped (but rolls of wrapping paper and 
Sellotape are useful) and can be toys, books and 
games for The 
Golden Lion Children’s Trust, or non-perishable 
foods or warm clothing for Open House. 
 

There are boards at the back of both churches 
for you to add a card with “Christmas Greetings 
for All.” Save postage and the environment. Why 
not donate your saving to our Christmas 
charities?                  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Festivals this week 

Thur       
26 Dec 

Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr  (F) 

Fri  27 
Dec 

John, Apostle and Evangelist  (F) 

Sat  28 
Dec 

The Holy Innocents  (F) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Mon  
23 Dec 

 12:00 Burial of Ashes St Nicholas’ 

Tues    
24 Dec 

14:00 Crib Service 
16:00 Crib Service 
23:30 Midnight Mass 
23:30 Midnight Mass 

St Barnabas’ 
St Nicholas’ 
St Barnabas’ 
St Nicholas’ 

Wed 
25 Dec 

  08:00  Holy 
  Communion (BCP) 

 10:00 Christmas Day 
Eucharist 

10:00 Christmas Day 
Sung Eucharist 

St Nicholas’ 
 
St Barnabas’ 
 

St Nicholas’ 

Thur    
26 Dec 

10:30 Eucharist and 
refreshments after 

St Nicholas’ 

Fri    
27 Dec 

12:00 Wedding St Nicholas’ 

Sun      
29 Dec 

  08:00  Holy 
  Communion (BCP) 

 10:00  Eucharist 
 10:00 Sung Eucharist 

 11:45 Baptism 

St Nicholas’ 
 
St Barnabas’ 
St Nicholas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 29 December 2019 
Christmas 1 

 

Isaiah 63:7-9     Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2.10-end    Matthew 2.13-end 



DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 
 

The Pastoral Centre Café is now closed for 
the Christmas holidays; re-opens on Sat 4 Jan 
at 10:30. 
 

Mon 12:00-17:00  JayDee’s Café  at the 
Pastoral Centre now closed for Christmas. 
Re-opens on 6 Jan. 
 

Mon 23 Dec 16:00 Nativity Play Rehearsal 
at St Nicholas’. 
 

Friday Lunch No lunch on 27 Dec or 3 Jan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag                     01293 882229 
rector@worthparish.org          (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas’ 
Revd Sarah Upchurch            01293 524804 
vicarstb@worthparish.org        (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  
Revd Gordon Parry               07802 432398 
gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring (St B)                 01293 513496 
Phyl Pennell (St B)                 01293 883362 
Gerald Sandwell (St N)          01293 883388 
Colin Smith  (St N)                01293 889894 

 

Worth Parish Office  
Sue Perry                              0300 111 8150 
office@worthparish.org  

    www.facebook.com/WorthParish 
    www.twitter.com/worthparish 
 www.instagram.com/worthparish 

 🖥     www.worthparish.org 
  Registered Charity no. 1131090 

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 

As a parish we encourage recycling. 
We collect: 
§ Spectacles without cases (to Boots 

Chemist for Third World countries); 
§ Postage stamps (to St Catherine’s Hospice 

who sell them); 
§ Plastic bottle tops – any with a triangle 

containing a ‘2’ (to Billingshurst       
Library for a children’s hospice); 

§ Inkjet cartridges (to the Blond 
McIndoe Research Foundation) 

As the storage facilities at St N’s are limited, 
please take directly to St B’s, or 
give to Sue on a Sunday. 

 

The Funeral of 
Richard & Astrid Bucknall will be on 

Fri 3 Jan 15:00 at St Nicholas’ 

We regret to announce the death of 
Tony Smith. 

The funeral will be at the Crematorium in 
St Richard’s Chapel on Tues 7 Jan at 12:00. 


