
 

Welcome to our services at 
St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 

St Nicholas’ in Worth 
 

As we are now in Advent 
our 10am service starts on page 12. 

 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 
services as well as notices for everyone.   
Please do take it home and share it. 
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to come 
up and receive a blessing or, if baptised, share 
the bread and wine. If you are here for the first 
time, please introduce yourselves. After the 
10.00 service on Sunday please join us for 
refreshments. 
 

There are soft toys and books available for 
children. Note that we do not normally sing 
the starred (*) verses in hymns. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 

 08:00 Holy Communion               St Nicholas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher:       Revd Gordon Parry 

 

10:00   Sung Eucharist                    St Nicholas’ 
 Celebrant & Preacher:            Fr Michael Boag 

 

10:00  Eucharist & Sunday School    St Barnabas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher:       Revd Gordon Parry 
 

11.45  Baptism                              St Nicholas’ 
  

  16.00  Carols for All                     St Barnabas’ 

Please send pew sheet notices 
to pewsheet@worthparish.org 

or phone 0300 111 8150 

 
 

Last week John the Baptist was telling 
us the kingdom of heaven has come 
near, so it must soon be time for Mary 
and Joseph, angels and shepherds to 
gather round; but today, the 
Lectionary, instead of preparing us for 
Christmas, has jumped ahead into the 
middle of Jesus’ adult ministry.  John 
the Baptist is in prison and some 
months have passed since he baptized 
Jesus and proclaimed him the chosen 
one.  Now having second thoughts, he 
sends his disciples to ask Jesus, ‘Are 
you the one who is to come, or are we 
to wait for another?’ 
 

John’s uncertainty isn’t much of a 
surprise. Apart from the misery of 
being in prison, so far what he 
predicted, dreamed and longed for 
simply has not happened and John now 
finds himself in a position of need and 
doubt.  He finds himself in solidarity 
with all who are vulnerable in body, 
mind or spirit, with all who can boast of 
nothing except their dependence on 
God’s grace and mercy and protection. 
 

When we are disappointed by 
ourselves, the world, and even God, at 
such moments we need to know that, 
whatever our misgivings, whatever our 
disappointments, God is not 
disappointed in us and comes to us 
anyway, to share in our weakness, hold 
us in our insecurity, comfort us in our 
fear.  For God in Jesus came not for the 
strong and the proud but the weak and 
vulnerable.  God in Jesus, in other 
words, came for us.  Each one of us. 
 

                                  Fr Michael 

 
 
 

15 December 
2019 

 
Advent 3 

Gaudete Sunday 
 

 

 



Collect 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first 
coming sent your messenger to prepare 
your way before you: grant that the 
ministers and stewards of your mysteries 
may likewise so prepare and make ready 
your way by turning the hearts of the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that 
at your second coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in 
your sight; for you are alive and reign with 
the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.    Amen 
 

Reading   Isaiah 35.1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 
of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a 

fearful heart, 
‘Be strong, do 
not fear! Here 
is your God. He 
will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will 
come and save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the 
lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall 
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in 
the desert; the burning sand shall become a 
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called 
the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no 
traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No 
lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous 
beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 

shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 
 
Psalm Psalm 146.4-10 
When their breath departs, they return to 
the earth; on that very day their plans perish. 
Happy are those whose help is the God of 
Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them; who keeps faith for ever; who 
executes justice for the oppressed; who gives 
food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord 
opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up 
those who are bowed down; the Lord loves 
the righteous. The Lord watches over the 
strangers; he upholds the orphan and the 
widow, but the way of the wicked he brings 
to ruin. 
The Lord will reign for ever, your God, O 
Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord! 
 

Reading  James 5.7-10 
Be patient, 
therefore, beloved, 
until the coming of 
the Lord. The 
farmer waits for 
the precious crop from the earth, being 
patient with it until it receives the early and 
the late rains. You also must be patient. 
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against 
one another, so that you may not be judged. 
See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord. 
 

Gospel   Matthew 11.2-11 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah 
was doing, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus 
answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 



good news brought to them. And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out 

into the wilderness to 
look at? A reed shaken by 
the wind? What then did 
you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft 
robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in 
royal palaces. What then 
did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is 
written, “See, I am sending my messenger 
ahead of you, who will prepare your way 
before you.” Truly I tell you, among those 
born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 

Post Communion 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 
heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your 
Spirit that when your Christ comes again we 
may shine as lights before his face; who  
is alive and reigns now and for ever. Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

THANKS to everyone who supported the 
Christmas Fair last Saturday. £1,286.22 was 
raised for church funds. 
 

TODAY 16:00 Carols for All at St Barnabas’ 
followed by mulled wine and mince pies.  We 
welcome contributions of mince pies. 
 

There be will be a Christmas Tree in both 
churches. If possible, please bring a gift for 
under the tree at one of our pre-Christmas 
services (Carols for All, or at either Crib 
Service). All gifts should be new, unwrapped (but 
rolls of wrapping paper and Sellotape are useful) 
and can be toys, books and games for The 
Golden Lion Children’s Trust, or non-perishable 
foods or warm clothing for Open House. 
There are boards at the back of both churches 
for you to add a card with “Christmas Greetings 
for All.” Save postage and the environment. Why 
not donate your saving to our Christmas 
charities?                  Thank you. 
 
 

DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 
 

The Pastoral Centre Café Tues/Wed/Fri/Sat 
will be open as usual on Fri 20 Dec, closing 
following the Friday Lunch for Christmas 
holidays, re-opening on Sat 4 Jan at 10:30. 
 

Mon 12:00-17:00  JayDee’s Café  at the 
Pastoral Centre. 
 

Wed 18 Dec 14:00-16:00 ‘Scrabble and 
Cake’ in the Pastoral Centre. A fund-raising 
event in aid of St Barnabas’ refurbishment. 
Tickets £3.50 from the Pastoral Centre. Come 
and relax before the Christmas rush. Enjoy tea, 
cake and a game or two of Scrabble. Dominoes 
and other games also available. Thanks to the 
ASDA grant enabling us to benefit from brand 
new games! 
 

Thur 19 Dec 16:00 Nativity Play Rehearsal 
at St Nicholas’.  Further rehearsals on: 
Fri 20  Dec and Mon 23 Dec 16:00. 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Tues    
17 Dec 

10:30  Eucharist and 
refreshments after 

St Barnabas’ 

Thur    
19 Dec 

10:30 Healing Eucharist 
and refreshments after 

St Nicholas’ 

Sun      
22 Dec 

  08:00  Holy 
  Communion (BCP) 

 10:00 Child Friendly 
Eucharist 

 10:00 Sung Eucharist 

 18:30 Lessons & Carols 

St Nicholas’ 
 
St Barnabas’ 
 

St Nicholas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 22 December 2019 
Advent 4 

 

Isaiah 7.10-16     Psalm 80.1-8,18-20 
Romans 1.1-7    Matthew 1.18-end 

Festivals this week 

Tues       
17 Dec 

O Sapientia  (C) 
Eglantyne Jebb, Social Reformer, 
Founder of Save the Children  

1928  (C) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 



Thur 19 Dec 14:00 Knit & Natter          
Pastoral Centre. 
 

Thur 19 Dec 11:30 Church Mouse’s 
Christmas at St Nicholas’ following the 
Eucharist.  A seasonal selection of words and 
music followed by lunch – do please bring a 
contribution of food for the feast. 
 

Thur 19 Dec 19:00 The Parish is invited to sing 
Carols at the Coaching Halt on Balcombe 
Road; there will be a collection for Open House. 
If you can join us please let Revd Sarah know; 
meet in the car park there at 18:50. 
 

Friday Lunch 20 Dec 12:30 in the Pastoral  
Centre; ‘not quite a Christmas Dinner’ with 
some festive fare and a raffle in aid of St 
Barnabas’ refurbishment All welcome. To help 
with catering, please order tickets by 18 Dec at 
the Pastoral Centre or by calling 0300 111 8150. 
(No lunch on 27 Dec or 3 Jan.) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please think of us as you continue your 
Christmas shopping. If you use Amazon, 
please login to smile.amazon.co.uk, where you 
can choose to support The Parochial Church 
Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish of Worth, 
Pound Hill & Maidenbower.  We will then benefit 
from a percentage of your spend, at no cost to 
you.  If you need help with this, please email 
hello@worthparish.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Sun    
22 Dec 

18:30 Lessons & Carols St Nicholas’ 

Tues    
24 Dec 

14:00 Crib Service 
16:00 Crib Service 
23:30 Midnight Mass 
23:30 Midnight Mass 

St Barnabas’ 
St Nicholas’ 
St Barnabas’ 
St Nicholas’ 

Wed      
25 Dec 

  08:00  Holy 
  Communion (BCP) 

 10:00 Christmas Day 
Eucharist 

 10:00 Christmas Day 
Sung Eucharist 

St Nicholas’ 
 
St Barnabas’ 
 

St Nicholas’ 

CONTACTS 
The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag                     01293 882229 
rector@worthparish.org          (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas’ 
Revd Sarah Upchurch            01293 524804 
vicarstb@worthparish.org        (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  
Revd Gordon Parry               07802 432398 
gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring (St B)                 01293 513496 
Phyl Pennell (St B)                 01293 883362 
Gerald Sandwell (St N)          01293 883388 
Colin Smith  (St N)                01293 889894 

 

Worth Parish Office  
Sue Perry                              0300 111 8150 
office@worthparish.org  

    www.facebook.com/WorthParish 
    www.twitter.com/worthparish 
 www.instagram.com/worthparish 

 🖥     www.worthparish.org 
  Registered Charity no. 1131090 

The Hangout 
Youth Club at St Barnabas’ 

Fri 20 Dec 19:00-20:30 Years 7-11. 
Entry free. Weekly during term time. 

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 


