
 
Welcome to our services at 

St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 
St Nicholas’ in Worth 

 

As we are now in Advent 
our 10am service starts on page 12. 

 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 
services as well as notices for everyone.   
Please do take it home and share it. 
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to come 
up and receive a blessing or, if baptised, share 
the bread and wine. If you are here for the first 
time, please introduce yourselves. After the 
10.00 service on Sunday please join us for 
refreshments. 
 

There are soft toys and books available for 
children. Note that we do not normally sing 
the starred (*) verses in hymns. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 

 08:00 Holy Communion               St Nicholas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher:             Fr Michael Boag 

 

10:00   Sung Eucharist                    St Nicholas’ 
 Celebrant & Preacher:            Fr Michael Boag 

 

10:00  Eucharist & Sunday School    St Barnabas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher:    Revd Sarah Upchurch 

  

 16.00  Christingle                          St Barnabas’ 

Please send pew sheet notices 
to pewsheet@worthparish.org 

or phone 0300 111 8150 

 

Advent compresses into four weeks what 
took hundreds of years of prediction of 
Christ’s incarnation, ending with the 
uncompromising messages of John the 
Baptist. Nowadays, John would be seen as 
decidedly ‘alternative’ and might have been 
spotted in an original VW camper van, 
suitably adorned! He quoted Isaiah ‘the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness’ 
and, in that wilderness, added his own 
uncompromising message of repentance in 
preparation for Christ’s arrival. He used 
phrases such as ‘the wrath to come’, ‘bear 
fruit worthy of repentance’, ‘the axe is 
lying at the root of the trees’, ‘winnowing 
fork’ and’ burn with unquenchable fire’.  
Preaching of that kind is not at all common 
today! 
John’s most powerful condemnation was 
for the elders of the church, the Pharisees 
and Sadducees. What would he say about 
today’s church? Is it fit for purpose? Has it 
been diminished by ongoing investigations 
into the safeguarding issues that have 
emerged?  
John also talks about God’s power, the 
raising up of children from stones, baptism 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. As a ‘warm-
up’ act he was without parallel and was a 
sensation in his own right. He continued 
to give uncompromising messages until 
Herod’s step-daughter Salome and her 
mother Herodias, whom John had roundly 
criticised for her inappropriate 
relationship with Herod, could stand his 
moral condemnation no more and asked 
for his head on a platter.  
We are right to hail the coming of Christ 
as the incarnation of our loving God but 
we must never forget, going hand in hand 
with the priceless gift of God’s Son, are 
our absolute loyalty to God and 
acceptance of the principles of Christian 
living. 
                                Gordon 
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Collect 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and 
come among us, and with great might 
succour us; that whereas, through our sins 
and wickedness we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily 
help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, to whom with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now 
and for ever.   Amen 
 

Reading   Isaiah 11.1-10 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the 
belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins.  

The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion 
and the fatling 
together, and a little 

child shall lead them. The cow and the bear 
shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt 
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire 
of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Psalm Psalm 72.1-7,18-19 
Give the king your justice, O God, and your 
righteousness to a king’s son. May he judge 
your people with righteousness, and your 
poor with justice. May the mountains yield 
prosperity for the people, and the hills, in 
righteousness. May he defend the cause of the 
poor of the people, give deliverance to the 
needy, and crush the oppressor. 
May he live while the sun endures, and as long 
as the moon, throughout all generations. May 
he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
like showers that water the earth. In his days 
may righteousness flourish and peace abound, 
until the moon is no more. 
Blessed be the Lord, 
the God of Israel, who 
alone does wondrous 
things. Blessed be his 
glorious name for 
ever; may his glory fill 
the whole earth. 
Amen and Amen. 
 

Reading  Romans 15.4-13 
For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of 
the scriptures we might have hope. May the 
God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so 
that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as 
Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. For I tell you that Christ has become a 
servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm 
the promises given to the patriarchs, and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 
his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will 
confess you among the Gentiles, and sing 
praises to your name’; and again he says, 
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; and 
again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and 
let all the peoples praise him’; and again Isaiah 
says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one 
who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 



Gentiles shall hope.’ May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Gospel   Matthew 3.1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This 
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.”’ Now John 
wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather 
belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and all the region along the Jordan, and 
they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many 
Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to 
them, ‘You brood of 
vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear 
fruit worthy of 
repentance. Do not 
presume to say to 

yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and 
will gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to 
redeem the world and will send him again to 
be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, we may be ready 
to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Festivals this week 

Fri       
13 Dec 

Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse  304  
(LF) 

Samuel Johnson, Moralist  1784  
(C) 

Sat      
14 Dec 

John of the Cross, Poet,    
Teacher of the Faith  1591 (LF) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Tues    
10 Dec 

10:30  Eucharist and 
refreshments after 

St Barnabas’ 

Thur    
12 Dec 

10:30 Eucharist and 
refreshments after 

St Nicholas’ 

Fri    
13 Dec 

13:00 Wedding St Nicholas’ 

Sat    
14 Dec 

18:00 Blue Christmas St Barnabas’ 

Sun      
15 Dec 

  08:00  Holy 
  Communion (BCP) 

 10:00 Eucharist 

 10:00 Sung Eucharist 

 11:45 Baptism 

 16:00 Carols for All 

St Nicholas’ 
 
St Barnabas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 15 December 2019 
Advent 3 

 

Isaiah 35.1-10     Psalm 146. 4-10 
James 5.7-10     Matthew 11.2-11 



December Messy Church 
 

Please join us for the story, crafts, 
songs and prayers, followed by a 
light tea. Each month we are now 
offering a choice of weekend or 
weekday, the next Messy Church will be on: 
Wed 11 Dec 15.00, in the Hall at St Barnabas’. 
Everyone welcome - mums, dads, grandparents, 
carers - come and enjoy! 
 
 

DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

TODAY 16:00 Christingle Service at St 
Barnabas’. If you would like a “candle” collection 
box please collect from either church before the 
day and bring it, containing your donation for the 
Children’s Society, to the service. Everyone 
welcome. 
 

Mon 9 Dec 11:00 Julian Group 
at St Barnabas’ for half an hour of silent prayer. 
Old and new friends welcome. 
 

Mon 12:00-17:00  JayDee’s Café  at the 
Pastoral Centre. 
 

Toddlers Group Tues 10 Dec and Thur 12 
Dec 9:15-11:00 St Barnabas’ Hall 
 

Wed 11 Dec 14:30 Parish Tea offered in the 
Pastoral Centre – good company – great food. 
Everybody welcome. 
 

Thur 12 Dec 14:00 Knit & Natter          
Pastoral Centre. 
 

Thur 12 Dec 14:30 Julian Group 
at St Nicholas’ for half an hour of silent prayer. 
Please join us if you can. 
 

Friday Lunch 13 Dec 12:30 in the Pastoral  
Centre; two courses and tea/coffee for £6.50. 
All welcome. To help with catering, please order 
tickets by 11 Dec at the Pastoral Centre or by 
calling 0300 111 8150. 
On 20 Dec there will be ‘not quite a Christmas 
Dinner’ with some festive fare and a raffle in aid 
of St Barnabas’ refurbishment. All welcome. (No 
lunch on 27 Dec.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sat 14 Dec 10:00 Saturday Market 
at St Barnabas’. Christian Christmas cards 
(with a Bible verse) on sale, too. 
 

Sat 14 Dec 18:00 Blue Christmas at St 
Barnabas’ 
 

Sun 15 Dec 16:00 Carols for All at St 
Barnabas’ followed by mulled wine and mince 
pies.  We welcome contributions of mince pies. 
 

Wed 18 Dec 14:00-16:00 ‘Scrabble and 
Cake’ A fund-raising event in aid of St Barnabas’ 
refurbishment. Tickets £3.50 from the Pastoral 
Centre. Come and relax before the Christmas 
rush. Enjoy tea, cake and a game or two of 
Scrabble. Dominoes and other games also 
available. Thanks to the ASDA grant enabling us 
to benefit from brand new games! 
 

Thur 19 Dec 11:30 Church Mouse’s 
Christmas at St Nicholas’ following the 
Eucharist.  A seasonal selection of words and 
music followed by lunch – do please bring a 
contribution of food for the feast. 
 

Thur 19 Dec 19:00 The Parish is invited to sing 
Carols at the Coaching Halt on Balcombe 
Road; there will be a collection for Open House. 
If you can join us please let Revd Sarah know; 
meet in the car park there at 18:50. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTS 
The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag                     01293 882229 
rector@worthparish.org          (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas’ 
Revd Sarah Upchurch            01293 524804 
vicarstb@worthparish.org        (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  
Revd Gordon Parry               07802 432398 
gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring (St B)                 01293 513496 
Phyl Pennell (St B)                 01293 883362 
Gerald Sandwell (St N)          01293 883388 
Colin Smith  (St N)                01293 889894 

 

Worth Parish Office  
Sue Perry                              0300 111 8150 
office@worthparish.org  

    www.facebook.com/WorthParish 
    www.twitter.com/worthparish 
 www.instagram.com/worthparish 

 🖥     www.worthparish.org 
  Registered Charity no. 1131090 

The Hangout 
Youth Club at St Barnabas’ 

Fri 13 Dec 19:00-20:30 Years 7-11. 
Entry free. Weekly during term time. 


