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Our regular services are shown below; a calendar at the back of this magazine details special services,
groups and events happening throughout the next two months.
Sundays

08.00 Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer, 1662)
10.00 Sung Eucharist
(Common Worship)

10.00 1st,, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays Eucharist and Sunday School
10.00 4th Sundays
Child- friendly Services

Tuesdays

10.30 Eucharist
15:00 Messy Church at St Barnabas’

Wednesdays
Thursdays

12 Dec and 23 Jan

10.30 Eucharist

You can also join us at:
5 Dec and 9 Jan (1st or 2nd Wed in term times)

15:15 Messy Church in Maidenbower

And here’s what’s happening in the café each week:
Mondays

12.00 - 17.00

Tuesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

10.30 - 12.00
14.00 - 16.00
10.30 - 12.30
12.30
10.30 - 12.00

Saturdays

Pop in for a cake and a drink
Games also available
Run by JayDee’s Café
Pop in for a cake and a drink.
Knit and Natter -bring any crafts to do.
Pop in for a cake and a drink.
Lunches – please prebook tickets (£6.50) by calling 01293 883362
Pop in for a cake and a drink
Market on the first Saturday of each month
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Advice to troubled souls: There is nothing beyond the reach of love.
After dark periods of anxiety we need to allow ourselves time to retune, realign, look forward,
step out, see the vision, see the brightness on the snowy mountain tops reflecting the glory of
God! All hurts can be healed, all wounded souls restored. Life seeks life and love seeks love,
just as surely as day follows night.
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If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general
enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or
email office@worthparish.org
To contact Fr. Michael, please phone 01293
882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email him at

Send articles, photos, information and jokes for
the magazine to magazine@worthparish.org
You can also find up to date information here:

rector@worthparish.org

•

www.worthparish.org

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293
524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email her at

•

facebook.com/WorthParish

•

twitter.com/worthparish

vicarstb@worthparish.org

To contact Revd Gordon, phone 07802 432398.

If ‘love’ is the most important
word in the human language,
then I suggest the next two
most important words are
‘Thank you’. What do you
think?
The reason I say this is
because we have recently given
thanks for the harvest and as I
am writing on the eve of the 100th anniversary of
the ending of the First World War, we are
remembering and giving thanks for those who
gave their lives for us so that we may live in peace.
Now we start thinking ahead to preparing for the
wonderful thanksgiving of the most awesome gift
to each and every one of us, of Christ Jesus. We
give thanks to God for Jesus coming down from
heaven in human baby form. What joy we have
when we accept this gift into our hearts!
By the way, don’t forget Joseph, earthly father of
Jesus, what a great fellow he was. He stood by
Mary and protected her against all odds. From
him we can learn how trial and tribulation can be
transformed into grace, ask me and I’ll tell you all

4

about why I think Jesus had a great role model in
Joseph.
Christians love Christmas! We look forward to
joy-filled celebration services in the weeks to
come. These have been designed to help us focus
on, and prepare for, remembering the birth of
Jesus and saying thank you to God. Although I
personally love Christmas, it is always tinged with
sadness at the thought that many people in our
community and society ignore the actual ‘reason
for the season’! Let’s make sure we do not allow
this to dampen our spirit.
We have an advent service at St Nicholas’ and a
Christingle at St Barnabas’, carol services and crib
services at both churches and then, of course,
again at both churches, the services at Midnight
and Christmas Day!
In the busy lead up to Christmas Day, do take
advantage of these services which have been
prepared for us and the community for whom we
serve, to remember and say thank you for the
extraordinary gift of love and life given to us over
two thousand years ago.
Be blessed in this festive time, for you are loved
and most precious to God,
Peace be with you,
Revd Sarah

’
We had a fantastic turn out for our wonderful Harvest Service with new families as well as our familiar friends.
Sarah had us all cheering on teams to make a leek out of paper, sellotape and scissors against the clock.
Hilarious! The results were quite different even though the tools given were identical. Of course God's original
design would always be voted the best. The Church was decked out in all manner of flowers, fruit and veg. It
certainly looked beautiful, a real sense of celebration for all that God provides. Thank you to all who helped with
this.
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Our Messy Church Children had been busy making pumpkins for our Pumpkin Patch each knowing how special
they are to God, that He has handpicked every one of us to love and care for each other. They had a good look at
the fresh food display with Sarah, who, incidentally made the wheatsheaf herself.
We displayed the Patch with some of our donations for Open House and Easter Team, reminding us that we are all
part of God’s Creation... To share what we have and who we are with each other. What a glorious reminder of
the wonderful season Autumn is... Different coloured leaves as the trees start to settle for their winter sleep and
the sound of crunching underfoot as they fall to the ground. The smell of the crisp fresh air with a hint of bonfire...
beautiful!
May we all be blessed with God’s Peace and Joy in this new season.
Caroline Formby

Visits from Chichester
Cathedral Choir, the
Bishop of Horsham
and a fabulous pianist

: Choral Evensong
st

Sunday 21 October was a beautiful sunny autumn
afternoon and sitting in St Nicholas’ we were in for
a wonderful treat, the choir from Chichester
Cathedral was here for Choral Evensong.
The church was packed, so glad I wasn’t late today!
The Cathedral Assistant Organist, Timothy Ravalde,
started by playing the Praeludium in E Minor by
Bruhn, followed by Lieber Jesu by J S Bach, and we
were all lifted into a magical afternoon of prayer and
song. The service was beautiful and the singing
angelic. Particularly notable was the Anthem; the
Evening Prayer of Dietrich Bonhoeffer (a German
pastor, theologian and anti-Nazi who died in a
concentration camp in 1945) set by Philip Moore.
After the service Timothy played the Prelude and
Fugue in C Minor by J S Bach, to great applause.
Looking through our splendid Saxon chancel arch
the choir stood in the beautiful chancel; the
acoustics were spine tingling and with the autumn
sun shining through the stained glass windows it was
simply heavenly.
What a wonderful way to spend Sunday afternoon; I
was floating! Thank you to all who made it happen
and a huge thank you to the Chichester Cathedral
Choir and team for spending their Sunday afternoon
with us all. Magical - when is the next one?!
Catherine Lewis

Blessings on
Lisa, Luke and
Toby
Confirmed by
Bishop Mark
Sunday 4
November –
what an
uplifting
service!

’
The Mothers’ Union has had a busy few months.
Our September meeting was an evening with Simon
Morris. We moved the piano from the church into
the Pastoral Centre where he played some of his
favourite music and then some popular music; it
was so relaxing just sitting there listening to Simon
play. We are very lucky to have such an
accomplished musician as one of our members.
‘Thank you’ Simon.
October 6th saw us busy with the Parish Harvest
Lunch. It was hard work for the committee, but
everyone enjoyed themselves raising £130 for the
parish funds and £60 from the MU raffle of a basket
of fruit which was won by Pam Newley.
Songs of Praise was next on the list with members
choosing their favourite hymns. These, together
with bible readings, made for a pleasant evening
which was conducted by Fr Michael. As this was
our 31st birthday we finished with coffee and cake.
We are now looking forward to our Pre Christmas
Tea on 24th November when monies raised will go
toward MU projects. Now is the time to buy your
ticket.
We finish the year on 29th November with a service
of - “Looking forward to Advent”, followed by
coffee and Christmas goodies. We will also be
packing socks for the Gatwick Detainees to be
given out at the Christmas Carol Services for the
residents of Brook and Tinsley Houses at Gatwick.
Everyone is eligible to join the Mothers’ Union and
you would be very welcome to come and see us at
any of our Branch meetings.
Mary Fry

Our October talk was from Revd Gordon Parry.
He talked about his ‘day job’ which is encouraging
School Chaplaincy. I always like to have a takeaway
from these talks and the first thing that came to
mind was his quip when discussing the meetings
they have, which was that School Chaplains drink a
lot. Seriously though, Gordon gave a great talk on
the value of Chaplains within Schools (and the
threat to keeping them) and how he offers
encouragement and development to them in what
can sometimes be a lonely role, where they are
expected to be the stalwart supporters of others.
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He travels the country by train meeting Chaplains
and spreading best practice and sharing
experiences.
We had another Parish member for our November
talk. This time it was the turn of Pam Newley to
experience and share her Desert Island Discs along
with video. Hosted by yours truly, Pam gave a
touching story of her life growing up, training as a
doctor and with her husband Dennis. Her story
linked to her choice of discs which included:
“Sussex by the Sea” (she was born in Chichester);
“Shall We Dance” (Pam met Dennis at a hop and
he could dance well); “Empty Chairs and Empty
Tables” and “Oh what a Beautiful Morning” (her
love of musicals) and Jerusalem, with photos of her
family and the places in which she had lived and
loved.
On Thursday December 6 2018 we have our
cheese and wine evening (cost £2.00). Please bring
a raffle prize. There is no January meeting because
it is so close to the New Year, but we return again
in February 2019. Subscriptions for the year will be
£5, but coffee will be free at each event. Following
a very close referendum of the membership it was
decided (by a few hanging chads!) that we should
continue to meet on a Thursday. The schedule for
2019 (Provisional) is as follows:
Thursday
St Nicholas Circle Table
7 February
Top Quiz and Fellowship
Thursday 7 March

Deiniol Lewis, My Trip to
Kenya

Thursday 4 April

Bill Gage, Railway Talk

Thursday 2 May

The Workings of the Parish
Records Office, Chichester

Thursday 6 June

Bring and Share Supper

Thursday 5
September

Delia Taylor: The Impact of
WWI on Women

Thursday 3
October

A charity talk (Still being
confirmed)

Thursday 7
November

Desert Island Discs: The life
of a Parish Member

Thursday 5
December

Christmas
Wine

Cheese

and

Max Perry

TO HIRE
• St Nicholas’ Church - fantastic
acoustics and seats 150
• St Barnabas’ Church Hall - 10m by
10m, seats 105 with kitchen and
garden
• Pastoral Centre - a carpeted room
and café seating up to 40
• St Barnabas’ Downstairs Meeting
Room 3.5m x 3.5m room with small
kitchen and patio to garden. Seats up
to 15 (or 8 around a large round
table)
For rates, please see
www.worthparish.org/venuehire or
email office@worthparish.org
to discuss your individual requirements or
arrange a look around.

06/10/2018 Mark Young & Emma Pincott
24/11/2018 Alastair Baldry & Alice Chalker
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The PCC met on 26 September 2018. After prayers and formal business, various Matters Arising were
discussed including the news that:
•
•

Two new computers have been purchased for the office.
Gerald and Michael have met with our architect Jonathan Cerowski and have discussed the
immediate problems at St Nicholas; which are the spire, pointing and the Church waterproofing;
also the trees and path to West door.

The Treasurer is now Tony Chamier, assisted by Sheila Dring, and he provided an interim cash
statement. Parish Giving is to be revised and Gift Aid is to be claimed. Credit for Mission will again be the
subject of an application.
Noreen Oxlade provided a report on Safeguarding and further work by Revd Sarah and the GDPR
committee continues on implementing GDPR effectively.
The PCC is to become responsible for the Pastoral Centre supported by a newly established committee,
so allowing Phyl Pennell to step down from this role. We are so grateful for all she has done with this not
to mention all the effort she expends with all her other hats on!
Fr Michael has been appointed to the Diocesan Synod. The recent meeting of the Deanery Synod is
reported elsewhere. Readers may like to note that a decision by Crawley council concerning withdrawal
of funding for Open House has been deferred in the light of substantial protests.
Our events, past and future were reviewed. Apart from future events already advertised, a Jazz
Afternoon with soup and roll will be held at St Nicholas’ on 20 January next year.
The meeting closed with prayers and the next meeting will be held 28 November 2018.

‘New Towns, Our Town – Stories on Screen’
This National Lottery funded initiative by the Independent Cinema Office (ICO) aims to
use rare archive film footage to explore the heritage of four New Towns, including
Crawley.
The films reveal a fascinating insight into the development of the New Towns and free
screenings, engagement activities, volunteering opportunities and educational
resources are planned. Screenings will start in December 2018.
The ICO has been seeking volunteers; no previous experience is necessary and training
will be provided. Volunteers will assist at public screenings and record oral history
interviews that capture memories of moving to, and living in, Crawley. It may be a bit
late for this time, but if interested try contacting info@independentcinemaoffice.org.uk.

Toby, who joined our congregation this year,
has started a local locksmith
business. If you need help,
please call him
07779777557
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The St Barnabas’ Committee meeting on 19 September opened with prayer and Viv Tillyer was welcomed
to the Committee. We discussed the following.
Services: Revd Sarah presented a schedule of services leading up to Christmas and this and the frequency
of child friendly services was discussed. Mary Fry asked for laminated copies of the schedule of services
which could be displayed in Forgewood Primary School and placed on the community notice board.
We discussed when the Bishop of Horsham could next visit with 13 January 2019 being suggested as the
next earliest date for a visit.
Children: The profile of Sunday School needs to be raised on the parish website, including photographs.
The need for caution where photos of young children are involved and the need for parental consent was
noted. The first of a “Pewsheet” called Messy Messenger for Messy Church had been produced.
Health and Safety: The pathway outside the Pastoral Centre needs further repair. On the side entrance
to the hall a handrail is missing; but it was concluded that there was no significant risk. The responsibility
for this rests with the churchwardens.
Fabric: Some initial planning and feasibility work is needed; Phyl Pennell was happy to lead. Funding is
available to do the Hall kitchen door so it was agreed that this should be done. The large bush outside
which conceals a plaque needs to be removed. A quote had been accepted which had also identified the
removal of a dead rowan tree along the side of the Pastoral Centre. (This work has now been carried out)
The only critical issue from the Quinquennial Report which needed immediate action was clearing out the
basement area and to secure the electrical supply from the potential fire risk.
Notice Boards: This work is proceeding; Revd Sarah also considering having an A frame notice board
outside the door of the Narthex which would act as a welcome but also promote St. Barnabas’ as a
wedding venue.
Crawley Open House: See PCC minutes for an update but at this meeting we discussed that active
lobbying is required and the people to contact are Amanda Jupp and Louise Goldsmith at West Sussex CC.
Parish Giving Scheme: Increasing problems in administering Gift Aid for those not participating in the
Planned Giving Scheme were reported.
Next Meeting: Wednesday 7 November 2018 at 7pm in the Pastoral Centre.
The Meeting closed with prayers.

’
A plaque acknowledging donations towards the cost of the new Hall flooring is
now in place in the Hall corridor.
Mike Mockler, presenting Jane Stanford with a new floor cleaner very kindly
donated by Karcher. This will be a great help for cleaning the parish hall floor.
Mike very kindly came in one evening to give Jane and church warden Sheila
Dring a demonstration on how to use the machine. We are very grateful to
both Mike and the company he works for, Karcher, for this wonderful donation.
We are now hoping to start on the refurbishment of the Pastoral Centre. We
have had a planning meeting and these plans are due to be discussed with the
PCC.
We are delighted that we have been chosen for the Coop Local Community Fund. Coop members can
choose us as their cause to give 1% when they spend on selected own-brand products and services. Please
contact me if you need further information on this.
Phyl Pennell November 2018

’
We last met on 19 September 2018 and our next
meeting is to be 16 January next year. You may
recall an update on our churchyard approach in
the last magazine. In a meeting with our
Architect, Jonathan Cerowski, details of preferred
choices on path construction, gradient and
lighting were discussed, all of which will need to
be submitted to the Diocesan Advisory
Committee (DAC) for initial pre-application
advice, before final submissions. Once we have
that advice, which might need to make some
modifications, and it is planned that you are all
invited to an open meeting for a full presentation
and consultation on the project.
As part of this project we have appointed a
professional tree expert to examine and report
upon the avenue of trees which leads to the
West Door of the church. We already know of
some of the problems these trees are causing
which include: falling boughs, noticeably during
inclement weather, path degradation sufficient to
make wheelchair access nigh on impossible
without considerable assistance, and we suspect
there may be root and tree disease. Our tree
consultant will report on their condition with
supporting evidence and will make his
recommendations.
The wider project will include the Memorial
Garden with access paths and lighting, and we
have commissioned our Architect to include the
possibility of installing a kitchen area and toilets
within the church
building.
All of these matters will
be put before you by
your PCC and we look
forward very much to
gaining your support for
these exciting projects.
The spire inspection
report carried out by
Stones, Steeplejacks,
mentioned in our last
magazine article, has been passed to the Architect
to prepare documentation which includes work
highlighted in the Quinquennial Report to prevent
ingress of water through the spire, tower and
roof of the church. This essential repair work
will be carried out as soon as possible.
Colin Smith/Gerald Sandwell

East Grinstead Deanery Synod
The Deanery Synod met on 25 September. After
formal business, there was a presentation by
Jessica Meale from The Children’s Society and an
associated report from the Society on Children’s
Lives in Mid Sussex.

The Children’s Society report that: in Mid Sussex
3,310 children living in poverty; 2,413 families
living with problem debt in Mid Sussex; 1,297
sexual offences against children in Sussex in 201516; of 54,000 sexual offences recorded across the
country, only 16% resulted in a charge, summons,
community resolution or caution against the
perpetrator; 1,808 children going missing in
Sussex; 3,877 ‘in need’ in West Sussex; 1,597
aged between 15-16 with a mental health
problem; 305 care leavers aged 19-21 across
West Sussex; 46% reduction in immigration legal
advice in the South East.
What can we do? Ms Meale on behalf of The
Children’s Society suggested: meet with me for a
coffee; start up a house box network; sign-up to
our monthly prayer email; support our
campaigns; consider us as a mission partner; help
us to identify new prospects; talk about our work
or have a speaker; celebrate Christingle.
The report contained further statistics and
detailed advice about political and social action.
Copies are available from the Parish Office.
The Synod went on to consider a presentation on
Diocesan Finances; an increase of 5% in pledges
will be required to balance the budget, and 16%
to off-set the deficit. Various notices followed;
Revd Christine Spencer is shortly to be inducted
as Priest in Charge at St Richard’s Crawley and
Garry Burgess is moving from St Alban’s Gossops
Green to Amberley. The meeting closed with
prayer.
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Fortunately, the rain that had been pouring down earlier in the day came to
a halt and as the sun came out bringing a crispness to the air, a small group
of friends meet in the churchyard of St Nicholas’.
We are here to remember our dear friend Andrea; to lay her ashes in a spot
that she used to come to as a child for peace and quiet or, as she would
sometimes say with a cheeky smile, to hide from everyone.
We all move slowly to the back of the churchyard near to where our new
memorial garden will be, and gather around a rhododendron bush under the
shade of one of the beautiful trees.
Fr Michael speaks the ancient words that have been said so many times
before, to us a comfort and a peace bringing to a close the sadness at the
loss of our friend. Instead we retell the stories of how we came to meet
her, what she came to mean to us, and confirming that once you met Andrea
you never forgot her; she was larger than life and was an ever present
welcomer in St Barnabas’ Pastoral Centre; always
willing to share tea and cake along with a joke or two.
She remembered everyone's birthday and never let it
IT’S CALLED REMEMBRANCE DAY
pass without a card and a song. We miss her but we
are thankful that we had her in our lives and by our
In the month we call NOVEMBER
side.
There is a special day
When
the nation prays in homage
We remember Andrea as a generous thoughtful
It’s called REMEMBRANCE DAY
person to whom the church, especially St Barnabas’
meant such a lot. We were her family and we look
They march in celebration
forward to seeing the changes to accessibility at St
Those Veterans of yore
Barnabas’ through her legacy; carrying out her last
They honour those brave men that died
wishes as she would want.
The men who went to war
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
Caroline Formby

”A Time to Remember”
I have to say that I had a poignant conversation with a
lady called Sylvie who had been personally invited to
come along to our service. She has a few generations
laid to rest at St Nicholas’ and regularly travels from
the Guildford area to spend time with them.
She said she had appreciated our service and we were
able to chat about loved ones over a cup of tea. Sylvie
had heard that we are hoping to have our Memorial
Garden soon and she was comforted that this gave her
a sense of continuity.
Caroline Formby
Lead me from death to life, from fear to trust
Lead me from despair to hope, from fear to trust
Lead me from hate to love, from war to peace.
Let peace fill my heart, my world, my universe. Amen.

They fought so that we could all be free
To live in liberty
We honour their great sacrifice
Each year we all agree…
To kneel in prayer, say ‘Thank you Lord’
To all who went away
Especially those who can’t return
Those buried far away.
So when you see them marching
Those Veterans of old
Remember when they were young
And truly brave and bold….
To fight the foe of evil
So we would all then say
Today’s the day we honour them
It’s called REMEMBRANCE DAY
Anon
Reproduced with kind permission of the East Grinstead
branch of the British Legion, taken from their current,
quarterly magazine, ‘Journal’.

In our ‘visits’ to our home groups, this month it is the turn of Milton Mount Home Group
We have had two significant events in the last few weeks; the first was a visit from Fr Michael who arrived
somewhat unexpectedly and announced that he was there to conduct an OFSTED inspection. Linda was
having one of her very rare absences and I was flat out on the floor trying to get the video working when
he arrived! He was given cake and a cup of tea and we soon got underway. I will come back to the subject
matter later.
A rather more significant event is about to take place (and will have done so by the time you read this);
our latest recruit, Luke Milburn, is to be confirmed by Bishop Mark on the 4th November and we are really
thrilled about this. Luke is a regular attender at the St Nicholas’ 8am Eucharist although he did dip his toe
in the water of something rather different at the St Barnabas’ 10am Eucharist last week; I think the “Peace”
was something of a revelation for him!
So, we are now 11 members and we are very grateful to Pam Newley for letting us use her lounge. She
also makes the tea and clears up afterwards - many thanks. We continue to take it in turns to bring cake
although we fasted in Lent and will do so again in Advent.
Looking back at the old magazine I can see that we had completed our study of Isaiah (yes, all 66 chapters)
and we had started our study of St Luke’s Gospel. What we found with Luke as, indeed, we had with Isaiah
was that there were parts with which we were very familiar and some parts (speaking for myself) which
were rather unfamiliar. We agreed that this was the big advantage of reading a whole book. We were
sometimes surprised at what was not in the gospel; the nativity was attended by shepherds but no mention
of “wise men” – you have to turn to Matthew if you want magi. At the Crucifixion Jesus spoke only twice
from the Cross although, in total, between the four gospels there are seven references to words from the
Cross. At the end of our study we took three sessions to follow The Gospel of Luke on DVD with the
narration of the NIV translation by Richard E. Grant. This proved to be most engaging and refreshed our
memory of all we had read and talked about in the previous months. (If anyone would like to borrow the DVD
do get in touch at jstuartsharpe@aol.com.)
We have now moved on to the “Pilgrim Course”, which has been described as a “Course for the Christian
Journey”. We are half way through the six session course “The Creeds”, which we are finding stimulating
with plenty of engagement from the group members. When we have completed this I anticipate that we
will move on to the next part of the course – The Eucharist.
As Linda said in the 2017 article “Our group has grown in confidence, trust and appreciation of each
other’s views and, in addition to an opening prayer (and cake!), we finish the session with supportive
prayers, a short Compline and the Grace. Long may this continue!
Stuart Sharpe

Coming back to Luke’s Gospel we did, of course, revel in so many quotations. What could be better than
in Chapter 4 when Jesus went to the synagogue on the Sabbath in Nazareth and “the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was handed to Him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
The spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
And recovery of sight for the blind,
To release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. (Isaiah 61.1)

Returning to our study of Isaiah I continue to be amazed at how often the gospels are quoting from the
prophet and, of course, how often we find the Old Testament reading on Sunday comes from Isaiah. When
this occurs Don Hewerdine and I exchange a knowing glance across the aisle at St B’s; I think you could
call this the sin of pride. It is also rather wonderful to hear the Messiah, particularly in the Christmas
season, when I am sure every chorister loves to sing “For unto us is a child is born, unto us a son is given”
(Isaiah 9.6) and all the other quotations used by Handel.
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A group of current and past St.
Nicholas’ singers are part of a
choir called Quinquagesima,
which was invited to sing at
Hereford Cathedral and
Tewkesbury Abbey at the
beginning of November.
The "away lineup" includes a few
current familiar faces, and a
bunch of people whose
connection with the church goes
back as far as the mid 1960s.
How many of the following do
you remember? And how many
can you identify from the photo?
Current St. Nicholas’ choir members:
•
•
•

Mark Harrison, tenor with the Worth choir since 2003, and your author.
David Price, bass with the choir in (in his own words) "on and off" since 1973. The off part
included a 13 year gap starting in 2002 when he was working abroad.
Peter Harrison, tenor since October 2017, alto in September 2017, Treble from 2015 to August
2017

People who've sung at St. Nicholas’ in the past:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eric Spencer, Director of Music, 1963-1974. Eric brought Quinquagesima to Worth for Candlemas
in 2014.
Charles Thompson, who sang under Eric in 1973 and took over from 1974-1975. Charles brought
the Dunottar Chamber Choir to Worth in 2014.
Michael Hodges, who sang at St. Nicholas under Eric, and went to Durham University where he met
none other than David Price.
Philip Lawson, who sang treble at St. Nicholas under Eric.
Robert Dereham, who sang alto then tenor at St. Nicholas’ in the mid 1960s with Eric (having sung
treble at St. Peter’s), and sang at St. Nicholas’ when Quinquagesima visited for Candlemas in 2014.
Ellen Behrens, Carol Mitchell, Nigel Field, Malcolm Rose, and Mark Napier all sang at St. Nicholas’ in
the 1970s as part of the Gibbons Consort.
Ellen, Carol, Malcolm and Nigel returned in 2014 for Candlemas where they were also joined by
Sabine Rose, Jean Bentley, and John and Mandy Balsdon (most of whom also sang at St. Nicholas’
with the Abbey Singers.)

Former Rectors:
•

Andrew Piper, who left as Rector of St. Nicholas’ in 2003, to become Precentor at Hereford
Cathedral.

To have a "back row" that includes people who were trebles in decades as far apart as the 1960s and the
2010s is quite something.
Mark Harrison
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I: The architectural evidence

When was St Nicholas’, Worth built? This is one of many mysteries about the building which has been
intriguing me. The best source of information is the building itself, although the experts do not give us a
clear answer.
There is no disagreement that the building is AngloSaxon and so built before around 1066. We can start
with ‘Pevsner’, and Nairn and Pevsner (1965) say it is ‘most probably of the C11 [Eleventh century] and
not earlier’. We await the substantially revised and extended volume for The Buildings of England: West
Sussex to appear next year to see if this might change. The Victoria County History (1940) agrees in ‘whether
it can be assigned to an earlier date than the first half of the C11 is doubtful’.
A paper by Eden in the Archaeological Journal (1959) quotes Clapham and Godfrey in giving a C10 date, but
Baldwin and Brown, and Fletcher and Jackson as C11, largely on the basis of the fully developed transepts
(it is now the fashion to call these ‘porticus’). The Parish Magazine in 1971 suggested ‘Late AngloSaxon’ on
the basis of the windows, and so C10 or C11.
‘Long and short’ quoins
Two exceptionally detailed analyses of the church are provided by Fisher (1970)
showing ’Sussex Variation’
and by Taylor (1959, 1965, 1978). Fisher suggested that the builders came from
Surrey or further North, although the presence of the ‘Sussex Variation’ in the
quoins (see below) rather argues against this. He agrees that the church is
probably not earlier than the first half of C11, and quotes in support: Bloxham,
Sharpe, Walford, Eden and Fletcher and Jackson; while noting Clapham and
Godfrey give C10. Baldwin Brown even gave post-1040 on the basis that the
heads of the double windows are voussoirs
rather than arched lintels, the advanced
type of the porticus arches, the absence of
a West arched wall to the central crossing,
and the central baluster shafts of the
windows. Two doorways and no West
entrance would also suggest a later date.
Some care must be taken about the windows, which are key
evidence, particularly in that the central balusters are not
ornamented. There is a photograph pre-1871 which shows single
Double window showing central baluster
windows in the nave. Although essentially original, it is clear that
and string course below
the double windows were reinstated at the 1871 restoration and the
plain balusters may not faithfully represent the originals. It is rather more difficult to be sure of Taylor’s
view. Intriguingly, in 1959, he made a comparison between the Worth doorways and those at Ledsham
which are dated to C8. However in 1965 he and his wife placed Worth between 1050-1100 ‘or possibly
earlier’. They reached this view on the basis of the windows, the string course (the line running around the
exterior walls), the doorways with their ‘Escomb’ jambs, and the hood moulding to the arches which is set
out beyond the main arch. They compare the plan with Dover and Braemore.
By 1978 Taylor had revised his view a little. He discusses the ‘long and short’ quoins (the blocks that form
the exterior corners of the building), the coursed rubble masonry, and one level to the main floor, and also
the pilasters (vertical external strips), through stones to the arches, and the unusual single splayed
windows; Worth is only one of 5 examples of such windows not in a belfry, with 53 others in belfries. Size
is not a guide to date, but he argues that the integrated plan with low porticus are in the middle of the
later building period, with a comparison to Wing. So he settles on Worth being between 950-1100 due to
the increased tendency to use wide openings to the lateral chambers.
Finally, Points (2015) does not go for dates, but emphasises the coursed rubble walls, the ‘Sussex Variation’
in the quoins, and the doorways with their Escomb jambs.
In a second article, the documentary evidence will be considered. Full references and further information
can be requested from Church Mouse through the Parish Office.
Church Mouse
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I asked for strength that I might achieve.
I was made weak that I might learn humbly to obey.
As we come to the end of Chichester’s Year of
Prayer, has it made any difference to our daily life?
Prayer, as some would define it, is a conversation
with God. Without previously knowing George
Herbert’s quotation, I’ve always tried to fulfil his
recommendation that “Prayer should be the key
of the day and the lock of the night” by praying
first thing in the morning and last thing at night,
but I have to confess that it’s a pretty one-sided
conversation!
So I have tried this year to set aside time each day
(afternoon, if the day’s activity permitted) to sit in
silence and listen for a change!
This is much easier said than done for the brain is
rarely still and, although I am used to the silence
of the Julian Group meetings once a month, and
there have been moments of revelation and/or
refreshment and a genuine feeling of being in the
presence of God, I cannot claim it to be an
unqualified success. Indeed, I feel my annual
prayer report would read: “Must try harder”
And yet……
Were those moments where a newsflash
triggered across my quiet time that I should ring
N or not forget to do X ……the answers to
prayers that God knew I needed?
Were my prayers for more patience answered by
all those moments of frustration (mostly in queues
and traffic jams or searching for misplaced items)
presenting opportunities to practise said patience?
I’m reminded when I think of the ways God
nudges us in the right direction, despite our
seemingly poor prayers, of the thoughts attributed
to a confederate soldier.

I asked for health that I might do greater things.
I was given infirmity that I might do better things.
I asked for riches that I might be happy.
I was given poverty that I might be wise.
I asked for power that I might have the praise of men.
I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things that I might enjoy life.
I was given life that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing I asked for but everything I hoped for.
Another positive action that resulted from the
Year of Prayer was that our Home Group decided
we would take it in turns to bring a favourite
prayer to each meeting and explain its personal
significance. I am currently in the process of
producing a booklet of them entitled “Prayers
from Milton Mount”. (See below)
Prayer is a very personal thing between us and
God, which is why we tend not to discuss it, and
yet it is central to our faith and all our works and
is the power by which we can change the world.
So if you would like to extend or vary your prayer
life by:
•

•

•

Praying in silence with others, try coming to
the monthly Julian Groups (St N: every
second Thursday 2.30pm; St B: every
second Monday 11.00am);
Praying with others for our parish, our two
churches and all our activities and outreach;
try coming to the monthly Parish Prayer
Group which meets alternate months at St
N (2.30pm) and St B (7.30pm)
Praying in your own privacy; feel free to ask
Stuart or myself for our humble booklet of
prayers.

But, to misquote ‘Strictly’, whatever your routine,
keeeeeeeep praying!
Linda Eells

As many of you will know I travelled to Kenya in the
summer, helping at a school there, as well as engaging
in various other activities. This trip was organised by
my school, Ardingly College, and I went with 22 other
6th form students who had been raising money in their
own local communities as I have, which many of you
generously donated to, the project helping us to raise
nearly £9,000 which will go towards the school in
Kenya. Ardingly has been visiting Kenya since 2009,
taking a different group of students each time allowing
us to have a continued link with the schools we visit
every year. The schools are in a remote rural part of
Kenya where the people are in desperate need of help
to break the poverty cycle.
We embarked
on our journey
in the evening
and made a 12hour trip to
Nairobi,
the
capital of Kenya,
via Dubai. Upon
arriving
in
Kenya, we were met by our 3 drivers for the trip who
would be driving us to our campsite and taking us to
and from the schools that we would be visiting. It was
several hours drive to reach the region of Kenya
where we would be staying, so we were able to see a
lot of the country as we travelled. It was remarkable
to see how poorly distributed is the wealth in Kenya.
One moment you would be driving past a walled-off
compound full of large luxury houses and the next
you would see what could only be described as
shacks, made of corrugated iron and wood.
Unfortunately, it would not be long before we
encountered the first of many challenges on our trip.
As it got dark, and we approached our campsite, one
of our minibuses half-fell into a hole in the road and
became stuck. It took about half of us to push the
minibus out of the hole so that we could get moving
again.
The following day we arrived at the school where we
would be spending the majority of the trip. This was
the Ndogo Primary School, which has about 200
students. When we arrived all the students were
outside and had prepared a welcome ceremony for
us. There was a lot of singing and dancing as we
entered the school gates and the students gave us a
very warm welcome. During this first day we were
invited to observe the lessons that were being taught
so that we could gauge how we could teach the
children and plan our own lessons accordingly.
I had decided to teach geography, so I had taken out
some worksheets to teach the children the

continents, and I also helped teach maths with one of
my classmates. We did this for about four days,
teaching various different year groups, and at the end
of each day we would play games with the children.
One thing we were surprised by was the children’s
very good understanding of English as we didn’t
realise that after a certain age all their lessons were
taught in English; this was fortunate as it meant that
we didn’t have to overcome too large a language
barrier in order to engage with them.
We also visited a few other schools including the
Langa-Langa Secondary School where we played
football, netball and volleyball with the children. One
of the other places we visited was the Restart Centre.
This is a children’s home where they take in homeless
and abused children and give them a home and an
education. This was the most emotional point of the
trip where we found out about some of the horrible
things that happened to the homeless children in that
area. The Restart Centre is fortunate enough to have
reasonably good funding from both the government
and private donations thanks to previous publicity
from Channel 4’s “Unreported World”. If you are
ever looking to donate money it is a really good cause
to give to. If you google restartafrica.org it will give
you more information about the good work they do,
as well as a link to donate.
After this we spent 3 days in
the Masai-Mara National Park
where we went on a few game
drives and visited a Masai
Village where we learnt about
their traditional way of life.
Following this we made one
more trip to the school we
had been volunteering at,
where there was a closing
ceremony ending with our
group’s heartfelt, if not
perfect, rendition of “Reach
for the Stars” from High School Musical. After saying
our goodbyes, we left the school and our campsite
behind and
began
the
long journey
back to the
UK.
It was an
emotional
trip and I
now look at
many things differently. It was good to see how
charity can be a great help in many local communities
and how the work of volunteers benefits the local
children.
Deiniol Lewis
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There was a packed church this autumn on September 30 as 4th Worth Scouts and their supporters came
to celebrate in a special service with us, their 110 years in existence. St Nicholas’ gave the group a
donation which they used to buy a hand-cart for their camping equipment – now fully restored to its
former glory.

Gifts under the Christmas Trees. As is traditional, we ask people who attend the Crib and
Christingle services if they could kindly bring an unwrapped gift for under the Christmas trees
in our churches. The gifts can either be for children - toys, games, craft activities or books- or for
the homeless - warm clothing, non perishable foods or toiletries. All items must be new.
These are then distributed to The Golden Lion Children’s Trust (www.glct.org.uk) and Crawley
Open House. Thank you.

We have been busy this term with lots of
activities. As well as having a full range of toys for
every age, each week we do either some painting

We had a blooming good time at Toddlers today…
or gluing for
part of the
session. The
week after
Bonfire Night,
we painted
fireworks using
our “splatter”
sponges. Soon
we will turn our attention to Christmas, painting
with our new set of Christmas stamps or gluing
Christmas trees to make pictures or cards.

After refreshments (drinks and biscuits) we sing
songs, while the craft table is replaced by the ever
popular playdough table.

What a busy morning we had! We loved the singing. What shall we
sing next week?

We will continue every Tuesday and
Thursday until December 6th then we
take our Christmas break and return on
January 9th. Jenny

’
Oh, the joys of winter! A nice cold muddy walk followed by a warm bath and
then a snuggle up on the sofa with a blanket! Not sure my humans feel the
same way as they de-mud the bathroom though! As to the Ordinand, her
residential training is going well and I gather she has been helping the First
Years to settle in. Her pastoral placement at St Catherine’s Hospice went
well, although now she has to write a theological reflection on it. Now I
know all about reflections. I quite like admiring my profile in the mirror! But
I’m not sure what she’s going on about with a theological reflection!! The
answer probably lies in the piles of books that have escaped from the study
and are now taking up space in the living room. Now why should I have to
share my room with piles of books? Must go - a parcel has arrived. Hope it’s
for me!!
Shadow, the Ordinand’s Dog
.

We have 47
boxes – but the
editor went on
holiday before
the final total.
Last year all our
boxes went to
Albania – I
wonder where
they will go this
year?
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What fun we have been having with Zacchaeus and
Noah in October and November. We had Zac
climbing trees and Noah rocking the boat. We
messed with paint and icing – luckily not on the
same tables. God set us totally in the zone for
Maidenbower Noah by sending the rain down in
stair-rods, but our families were not to be put off.
We learned how to use a stapler, we sang and we
played and we laughed and we prayed.
Why not come and join in the fun?

Sue x
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We love celebrating a birthday at St Barnabas –
whatever the age, this hat fits all. When it is
your birthday why not have a turn wearing the
hat whilst we sing Happy Birthday! Here is
Zara Saunders on the occasion of her second
birthday in September as well as David, Andy
and our very own Sarah!

10am every Sunday at St Barnabas’ + Family Service on the 4th Sunday of the month.
We have been doing all sorts of things in Sunday School whilst learning about how to be a Servant King
by showing love, care and kindness to the families and friends who are so special to us.
We can pray for them, we can help them with all sorts of jobs or homework. We can help out at our
schools, too.
Jesus came to serve us and He made the ultimate sacrifice of giving His life for us.
We can follow His example by helping out others without complaining. We have learnt that by helping
others we are helping God.
We are all looking forward to the coming Christmas Celebrations and activities. Keep an eye out for
the Christingle Service at St Barnabas’. We always have lots of fun at our Crib Services on Christmas
Eve at both of our wonderful churches; celebrating the most special gift from God - the birth of Jesus.
Lots for our children to get involved with and enjoy.
See you all soon. God bless. Caroline x

We love everyone at all our services,
but the following dates will be
particularly child-friendly. Come and
celebrate with us!
At Barnabas’ – the 4th Sunday of every
month and Christingle 9 Dec @ 16.00
At St Nicholas’:
6 Jan
Epiphany
Crowns will be worn

3 Feb
31 Mar
21 Apr

Candlemas
Mothering Sunday
Easter Sunday

SATURDAY MARKETS
Refreshments

Toys

30/9/18

Buddy Harrison Cachaldora

30/9/18

Lexie Cachaldora

30/9/18

Robert Mark Cristofoli

30/9/18

Emily Jennifer Byrne

30/9/18

Olivia May Garrett-Hewes

14/10/18

George David John Fred Poslad-Cox

28/10/18

Teddy James Hemmings

25/11/18

Ophelia Grace Edrich

A
U
T
U
M
N

B
A
P
T
I
S
M
S

12 January & 2 February 10-11.45

Clothing

Homemade produce

Books

Admission free

St Barnabas’ Church Pound Hill RH10 7DY
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Time for all good

Cuddly Christmas Bears to think about…..
Presents!

I was wondering about my Christmas Stocking and what might be in it this year,
but then I panicked as I remembered a poem by Rudyard Kipling –
Bees! Bees! Hark to your bees!
‘Hide from your neighbours as much as you please,
But all that has happened, to us you must tell,
Or else we will give you no honey to sell!’
Gosh, what could I tell the bees?
Then I thought I could tell them about Christmas, after all that is what I have been telling
you all about for years! I wandered off and told the bees that God
created them
100 million years ago, which was before Jesus was born in Bethlehem.
That means Jesus would have eaten honey, just like me! We know that because John the
Baptist ate locusts and honey, so I told the bees all about how we celebrate the birth of Jesus
today, over 2,000 years later, some of us with honey!
AND….
On Christmas Days during World War 11 some of the troops had received parcels from home
with lots of Yuletide goodies but sadly others received nothing. It became a tradition that
each man who had a parcel would invite another, who had nothing, to
share his food and have a taste of home and true Christmas spirit, it
being more blessed to give than to receive.
On the other hand Christmas during WW1 was not so festive, food wise, as Christmas dinner
was eaten in the trenches or in shell holes and consisted of tins of bully beef and hard biscuits.
“What is bully beef?” I hear you ask; well it is more commonly known as corned beef and
gelatine. The word ‘bully’ comes from the French bouilli meaning ‘boiled’. The bully beef and
hardtack biscuits were still a part of rations for troops until 2009 when they were replaced
with mushroom pasta and halal dishes, in Afghanistan.
Now, back to Christmas Stockings. The first ones are believed
to have been
used as holders of gifts when Bishop Nicholas of Myra threw 3
bags of gold
down the chimney of a house, where three young
ladies lived who were too poor to get married. The bags landed in three of the stockings, that
were hanging on the fireplace to dry. Wow !
It is almost Christmas so remember to give thanks for the birth of Jesus and even if the gifts
you receive are not gold, be thankful for all the blessings you have and will receive and give a
little love and a smile to those you meet and love; it will be like gold to them!
Me? Oh, I am going in
made it full of golden

search of my stocking to see if me talking to the bees has
honey.

Happy Christmas everyone, love from your little cuddly
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– Order form
on the back of the subscription form
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Administrator (Parish)
Altar Servers (St Barnabas’)
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’)
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
Bellringers
Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, Church)
Buildings and Facilities
Children’s Society
Choirs (Worth Church and Festival)
Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’)
Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’)
Churchwardens (St Barnabas’)
Churchwardens (St Nicholas’)
Events
Families, Youth and Children’s Work
Fellowship Activities
Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’)
Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’)
Friends of St Nicholas’
Giving (Donations etc)
Julian Group (St Barnabas’)
Julian Group (St Nicholas’)
Knit and Natter
Magazine
(w(Website(Magazine/Website/Facebook/Twitter)
Messy Church
Mothers’ Union
Office (Parish) (manned or ansaphone 24/7)
Office at St Barnabas’ (not generally manned)
PCC Chair
PCC Secretary
PCC Electoral Roll Officer
PCC Faith - Growth in Christ
Hope - Re-imagining Ministry
Love - Seeking the Common Good
St Nicholas’
St Barnabas’
Standing Committee
PCC Treasurer
Prayer Group
Safeguarding Officers
Social Media
Stewardship Officer (St Barnabas’)
St Nicholas Circle
Sunday School
Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am)
Website
Weddings
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0300
111
8150

We recommend that you check on dates and times of events either on our website or with the office.
When?
Saturday 1
December

What?
11.00 14.00

Christmas Fair

Where?
St Barnabas'

Sunday 2
December

18.30

Regular Services and
An Advent Liturgy by Candlelight

St Nicholas'

Tues 4 Dec

11.00

Home Communion

Lanehurst Gardens

Wed 5 Dec

15.15

Messy Church

Maidenbower Infants School

Thurs 6 Dec

20.00

St Nicholas Circle Wine & Cheese

Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas'

10.00

Saturday Market

Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas’

14.00

Advent Meditations with Fine Art

Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas’

Sun 9 Dec

16.00

Christingle Service

St Barnabas'

Mon 10 Dec

11.00

Julian Group

St Barnabas'

Wednesday 12
December
Thurs 13 Dec
Sun 16 Dec

14.30

Pastoral Assistants’ Tea

Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas'

15.00
14.30
16.00

St Barnabas'
St Nicholas'
St Barnabas'

Sun 23 Dec

18.30

Messy Church
Julian Group
Carols for All
Lessons and Carols

14.00

Crib Service

St Barnabas'

16.00

Crib Service

St Nicholas'

23.30

Midnight Mass

St Nicholas'

23.30

Midnight Mass

St Barnabas'

08.00
10.00
10.00
11.00

BCP Holy Communion
Child-friendly Eucharist
Child-friendly Eucharist
Home Communion

St Nicholas'
St Nicholas'
St Barnabas'
Lanehurst Gardens

14.30

Pastoral Assistants’ Tea

Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas'

15.15

Messy Church

Maidenbower Infants School

Sat 8 Dec

Mon 24 Dec

Tues 25
December
Tues 8 January
Wed 9 January

St Nicholas'

Thurs 10
January

14.30

Sat 12 January

10.00

Saturday Market

Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas’

Mon 14 January

11.00

Julian Group

St Barnabas'

Wed 23 January
Sat 2 February
Tues 5 February

15.00
10.00
11.00

Messy Church,
Saturday Market
Home Communion

St Barnabas'
Pastoral Centre, St Barnabas’
Lanehurst Gardens

Julian Group

St Nicholas'

I love seeing blank days on my calendar, their rarity makes every one extra special. - Ed
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