
 

 
 

Welcome our services at 

St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 

St Nicholas’ in Worth 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services as well as notices for everyone.   

Please do take it home and share it. 
 

There are soft toys and books available for 

children. 
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

share the bread and wine. If you are here for 

the first time, please introduce yourselves. 

After the 10.00 service on Sunday please join 

us for refreshments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00 Holy Communion             St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:          Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00  Sung Eucharist                  St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:           Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00  Eucharist   St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Sarah Upchurch 

Sunday School: Leader, Caroline Formby 

 

Please send pew sheet notices 

to pewsheet@worthparish.org   

or phone 0300 111 8150 

Hope and love and light are central 

themes in John’s Gospel. In his Gospel and 

his Letters we hear, for the first time, of 

God’s unconditional love for the world, a 

love so great that not only does he give us 

freedom, freedom to choose good or evil 

but he gives us his son, Jesus, born of 

Mary; light of the world, light of all people. 

The light that shines in the darkness, that 

the darkness does not overcome. 
 

One of my favourite passages in scripture 

is in the First Letter of John. ‘Beloved, let 

us love one another; for love is of God, 

and he who loves is born of God and 

knows God’ and it goes on ‘In this is love, 

not that we loved God but that he loved 

us and sent his Son…’ The touch of God 

that initiates loves, transforms lives, draws 

us to the altar to eat the bread of life and 

drink the cup of salvation. This is the 

message of Christmas, of the incarnation, 

of God-with-us. 
 

It is because of the incarnation that the 

Church has never seen itself as a political, 

social or even religious society. 

Christianity is not social theory. A point 

made by Frederick Denison Maurice, who 

was an eminent and occasionally 

controversial Victorian theologian. One of 

his contemporaries judged him ‘the 

greatest mind since Plato’ whereas 

another said that listening to him was like 

eating pea-soup with a fork, anyway, FD 

Maurice wrote, ‘The truth of God is not 

something we hold, it is something that 

holds us.’ That, in a nutshell, is the 

theology of the incarnation: God with us. 

‘The truth of God is not something we 

hold, it is something that holds us.’ God is 

with us. 
 

Every blessing this Christmastide! 
 

                                   Fr Michael 

 
25 

December 
2018 

 

Christmas 

Day 
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Collect 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem 

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 

touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as 

we worship you, our Saviour and our eternal 

God. 

Amen 

 

Reading   Isaiah 52.7-19 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the 

feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, who announces 

salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God 

reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 

voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain 

sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, you ruins 

of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his 

people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The 

Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes 

of all the nations; and all the ends of the 

earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

 

Psalm   Psalm 98 
O sing to the Lord a 

new song, for he has 

done marvellous things. 

His right hand and his 

holy arm have gained 

him victory. The Lord 

has made known his 

victory; he has revealed his vindication in the 

sight of the nations. He has remembered his 

steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 

Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the 

victory of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with 

the lyre and the sound of melody. With 

trumpets and the sound of the horn make a 

joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world 

and those who live in it. Let the floods clap 

their hands; let the hills sing together for joy 

at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming 

to judge the earth. He will judge the world 

with righteousness, and the peoples with 

equity. 

 

Reading   Hebrews 1.1-4 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors 
in many and various ways by the 
prophets, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. He 
is the reflection of God’s glory and 
the exact imprint of God’s very being, 
and he sustains all things by his 
powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much superior to 
angels as the name he has inherited 
is more excellent than theirs. 
 

Gospel    John 1.1-14 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All 

things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 

into the world. 



He was in the world, and the world came 

into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept him. But 

to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of 

God, who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

Post Communion 
God our Father, whose Word has come to 

us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: may the 

light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in 

our words and deeds; through him who is 

Christ the Lord. 

Amen 

 

Festivals this week 

Tues   

25 Dec 
Christmas Day 

Wed   

26 Dec 
Stephen (F) 

Thur   

27 Dec 
John the Apostle (F) 

Fri      

28 Dec 
The Holy Innocents (F) 

Sat      

29 Dec 
Thomas Becket 1170 (LF) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Thur  

27 Dec 

10.30 Eucharist and 

refreshments after 

St Nicholas’ 

Sun   

30 Dec 

08.00 Holy 

Communion (BCP) 

10.00 Eucharist 

10.00 Sung 

Eucharist 

St Nicholas’ 

 

St Barnabas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 30 December 2018 
Christmas I 

1 Samuel 2.18-20, 26     Psalm 148 
Colossians 3.12-17      Luke 2.41-52 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 

Church Cleaners 

for St Nicholas’ desperately needed.  If you 

can give 2 hours (times flexible) 4 to 5 

times a year; please contact Jill Freeborn 

01293 883631 for more information. 

 

Christmas Gifts under the Christmas 

trees – we will be collecting gifts at our 

Christmas services. These may be toys, 

books, games, craft items for the Golden 

Lions Children’s Trust (glct.org.uk) or 

warm clothing, packaged foods or toiletries 

for Open House.  All items must be new 

and unwrapped (although rolls of wrapping 

paper are welcome).       Thank you! 

http://www.agnusday.org/


DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

Mondays – JayDee’s Café 12.00 – 17.00 

at the Pastoral Centre. (next: 7 Jan) 
 

Pastoral Centre Café Christmas 

Closure  Open on 18 Dec as usual, until 

noon.  Re-opens Friday 4 Jan at 10.30. 

Friday lunches resume on 4 Jan; please 

order by 2 Jan. (No lunches 21 or 28 Dec) 

 

 
       And the third charity is Worth PCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

The Rector  

Fr Michael Boag               01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas 

Revd Sarah Upchurch       01293 524804 

vicarstb@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  

Revd Gordon Parry         07802 432398 

gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Churchwardens 

Sheila Dring (St B)           01293 513496 

Phyl Pennell (St B)           01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N)    01293 883388 

Colin Smith  (St N)          01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry                       0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  

Pastoral Centre Refurbishment 
 

As one of the Co-Op’s three local charities, we 

can receive 1% of our spend on selected 

products. Register your Co-Op card for our 

charity online or by ringing 0800 023 4708. Please 

help by registering your card.  Every little helps. 

Let Phyl know of any problems (883362). 

Jazz in January 

Come and hear the Gentle Jazz Trio and 

guest vocalist Penny Payne. Sun 20 Jan 

14.00-16.00 at St Nicholas’. Turn up any 

time and listen to jazz while enjoying 

refreshments.  Tickets available on the 

door or from churchwardens £10 or from 

jazzinjan.eventbrite.co.uk  

We are delighted to welcome back the 

talented Katie Yao Morgan for a Piano 

Recital at St Nicholas’ on Thursday 27 

December 11.15-13.00. Bring lunch or 

have tea/coffee with us.  This young 

pianist is excellent so come along and 

bring your relatives. Donations welcome. 
The Children’s Society – 

Arrangements will be made in early 

2019 for the collection of the home-

held savings boxes for the annual cash 

count. Grateful thanks to all the 

supporters.  Brenda Booker 
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