
 

 

Welcome our services at 

St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 

St Nicholas’ in Worth 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services as well as notices for everyone.   

Please do take it home and share it. 
 

There are soft toys and books available for 

children. 
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. If you are 

here for the first time, please introduce 

yourselves. After the 10.00 service on 

Sunday please join us for refreshments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00 Holy Communion             St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:          Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00  Sung Eucharist                  St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:           Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00  Child Friendly Eucharist   St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Sarah Upchurch 
 

18.30  Nine Lessons & Carols    St Nicholas’ 

 

Please send pew sheet notices 

to pewsheet@worthparish.org   

or phone 0300 111 8150 

Mary visits Elizabeth. 

After the visit of the Archangel Gabriel, 

Mary hurries to her cousin Elizabeth.  

Gabriel told Mary about Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy when he brought her the 

message that she could bear God’s son, 

Jesus. 

Maybe Mary had heard of Zechariah’s 

condition of being mute after his 

supernatural encounter with Gabriel? 

Whether she already knew or not, 

Zechariah and Elizabeth were perfect to 

encourage Mary in her predicament.  They 

too had experience of meeting an 

archangel and evidence of God working an 

‘impossible’ miracle in their lives. 

Here Mary was accepted and loved, 

Elizabeth recognised and believed Mary’s 

story. This must certainly have galvanised 

Mary’s courage to face the dangerous 

stigma at the time of being an unmarried 

mother.  

I wonder at the bond between these two 

women, thrown together in extreme 

circumstances, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

sharing in this amazing plan.  

When God asked Mary to do this utterly 

awesome undertaking for him, he gave her 

support from Elizabeth and Zechariah, not 

forgetting dear Joseph. When God asks us 

to do something for him, he gives us 

support, naturally mostly through other 

humans! 

This world can be a wonderful place for a 

new born baby. As we gaze upon these 

tiny ones, we don’t know what life will 

have in store for them. However, we can 

know that if they follow a life filled with 

God, they, like us can help change the 

world. 

Be blessed this Christmas as you bless 

others. 

Peace be with you, 

                                 Revd  Sarah 
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Advent 4 
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Collect 
God our redeemer, who prepared the 

Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of 

your Son: grant that, as she looked for his 

coming as our saviour, so we may be ready 

to greet him when he comes again as our 

judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever.  Amen 

 

Reading   Micah 5.2-5a 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are 

one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

come forth for me one who is to rule in 

Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 

ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the 

time when she who is in labour has brought 

forth; then the rest of his kindred shall 

return to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 

strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the 

name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall 

be great to the ends of the earth; and he 

shall be the one of peace. 

If the Assyrians come into our land and tread 

upon our soil, we will raise against them 

seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers. 

 

Canticle   Magnificat 
My soul doth magnify the Lord. 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 

Saviour. 

For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his 

handmaiden: For behold, from henceforth: all 

generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and 

holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him: 

throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm: he 

hath scattered the proud in the imagination 

of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their 

seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry 

with good things: and the 

rich he hath sent empty 

away. 

He remembering his mercy 

hath holpen his servant 

Israel: 

As he promised to our 

forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and 

to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be: world without end. Amen. 

 

Reading   Hebrews 10.5-10 
Consequently, when Christ came into the 

world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you 

have not desired, but a body you have 

prepared for me; in burnt-offerings and sin-

offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I 

said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, 

O God” (in the scroll of the book it is 

written of me).’ When he said above, ‘You 

have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 

sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings 

and sin-offerings’ (these are offered 

according to the law), then he added, ‘See, I 

have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the 

first in order to establish the second. And it 

is by God’s will that we have been sanctified 

through the offering of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all. 
 

Gospel    Luke 1.39-45 
In those days Mary set 

out and went with 

haste to a Judean town 

in the hill country, 

where she entered the 

house of Zechariah and 

greeted Elizabeth. 

When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the 

child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was 

filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with 

a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, 



and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 

why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? For as 

soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, 

the child in my womb leapt for joy. And 

blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.’ 

 

Post Communion 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed 

Virgin Mary to be the mother of the 

promised saviour: fill us your servants with 

your grace, that in all things we may embrace 

your holy will and with her rejoice in your 

salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Festivals this week 

Tues   

25 Dec 
Christmas Day 

Wed   

26 Dec 
Stephen (F) 

Thur   

27 Dec 
John the Apostle (F) 

Fri      

28 Dec 
The Holy Innocents (F) 

Sat      

29 Dec 
Thomas Becket 1170 (LF) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 

 

100 Club December Draw: 

£100 Eileen Holder (34) 

£50   Shirley Sidaway (1) 

£25   Gerald Sandwell (29) 

£25   Geoff Oxlade (37) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS  SERVICES 

Mon  

24 

Dec 

14.00 Crib Service 

16.00 Crib Service 

and Nativity 

23.30 Midnight Mass 

23.30 Midnight Mass 

St Barnabas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

 

St Barnabas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

Tues   

25 

Dec 

08.00 Holy 

Communion (BCP) 

10.00 Eucharist 

10.00 Sung Eucharist 

St Nicholas’ 

 

St Barnabas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

Tuesday 25 December 2018 

Christmas Day 

Isaiah 52.7-10    Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1.1-4    John 1.1-14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 

Christmas Gifts under the Christmas 

trees – we will be collecting gifts at our 

Christmas services. These may be toys, 

books, games, craft items for the Golden 

Lions Children’s Trust (glct.org.uk) or 

warm clothing, packaged foods or toiletries 

for Open House.  All items must be new 

and unwrapped (although rolls of wrapping 

paper are welcome).       Thank you! 

The Children’s Society – 

Arrangements will be made in early 2019 

for the collection of the home-held 

savings boxes. Grateful thanks to all the 

supporters.   Brenda Booker 

http://www.agnusday.org/


DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

Mondays – JayDee’s Café 12.00 – 17.00 

at the Pastoral Centre. (next: 7 Jan) 
 

Nativity St Nicholas’ at 16.00 on 

Christmas Eve: contact Joan Tick; 

Nativity St Barnabas’ at 14.00 on 

Christmas Eve, contact Revd Sarah 
 

Pastoral Centre Café Christmas 

Closure  Open on 18 Dec as usual, until 

noon.  Re-opens Friday 4 Jan at 10.30. 

Friday lunches resume on 4 Jan; please 

order by 2 Jan. (No lunches 21 or 28 Dec) 
 

Christmas Greetings Boards available in 

both churches. Write a greeting to your 

church friends on a gift tag instead of sending 

a card; and give a donation to our Christmas 

charities. Thank you! 

 

 
 

 
         And the third charity is Worth PCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

The Rector  

Fr Michael Boag               01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas 

Revd Sarah Upchurch       01293 524804 

vicarstb@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  

Revd Gordon Parry         07802 432398 

gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Churchwardens 

Sheila Dring (St B)           01293 513496 

Phyl Pennell (St B)           01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N)    01293 883388 

Colin Smith  (St N)          01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry                       0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  

Church Cleaners 

for St Nicholas’ desperately needed.  If you 

can give 2 hours (times flexible) 4 to 5 

times a year; please contact Jill Freeborn 

01293 883631 for more information. 

Pastoral Centre Refurbishment 

As one of the Co-Op’s three local 

charities, we can receive 1% of our spend 

on selected products. Register your Co-

Op card for our charity online or by 

ringing 0800 023 4708. Please help by 

registering your card.  Every little helps. 

Let Phyl know of any problems (883362). 

We are delighted to welcome back the 

talented Katie Yao Morgan for a Piano 

Recital at St Nicholas’ on Thursday 27 

December 11.15-13.00. Bring lunch or 

have tea/coffee with us.  This young 

pianist is excellent so come along and 

bring your relatives. Donations welcome. 
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