
 

 

Welcome our services at 

St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill and 

St Nicholas’ in Worth 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services as well as notices for everyone.   

Please do take it home and share it. 
 

There are soft toys and books available for 

children. 
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

share the bread and wine. If you are here for 

the first time, please introduce yourselves. 

After the 10.00 service on Sunday please join 

us for refreshments. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00 Holy Communion             St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:     Revd Gordon Parry 
 

10.00  Sung Eucharist                  St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:           Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00  Eucharist                         St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:    Revd Gordon Parry 

Sunday School: Leader, Caroline Formby 
 

16.00  Carols for All                 St Barnabas’ 

followed by mulled winter punch, tea/coffee, 

mince pies served by Pound Hill Co-Op; 

thanks to them!  Do join us. All welcome. 

Please send pew sheet notices 

to pewsheet@worthparish.org   

or phone 0300 111 8150 

I saw the great pylons afar off, 

Outlined against the sky. 

Gigantic lonely skeletons, Martian space-men 

Inhumanly bestriding the landscape. 

Insulation, isolation, pendant from their finger tips. 

Their arms spread out in some malevolent spell. 
 

But as I drew nearer, breasting a rise. 

The low western sun lit up the long cables, 

Turning them to silver. 

Silver cords linking these giants. 

Beneficent cords, bearers of life and light and power; 

And the great arms were stretched in silent blessing. 
 

So with us men, to the distant, casual eye 

Nothing but isolated beings, 

Gaunt creatures insulated, 

Living and dying in loneliness, potential skeletons. 

Till the eye of love, 

Lit by the Son of a Greater Love, 

Glimpses the silver cords binding all together. 

The power lines of Bethlehem that encompass the 

universe. 
 

Power lines of Bethlehem. 

There are several things about Christmas 

that are dispensable.  Christmas does not 

depend on shepherds, angels and carols. 

Christmas is to do with power – the 

universal power of love binding mankind 

together. Christmas is to do with 

Crucifixion. Christmas has meaning only 

because the Man from Bethlehem died. It is 

in His death that we find the truth about the 

power lines of Bethlehem. The power given 

to us in the life of Jesus was no less than the 

power of total love – a love that would 

persist to the bitter end. 

God is with us. God is with us in our work, 

in our family life, in our fun. God is with us 

sharing pain and suffering, in sickness, death 

and bereavement. Yes, the whole lot! No 

part of human experience is outside the 

concern or outside the presence of the 

Creator of the Universe. For we are not 

isolated beings, Gaunt creatures, insulated, 

Living and dying in loneliness. But people, 

individuals lit up by the Son of a greater 

love. Strengthened and upheld by the power 

lines of Bethlehem. 

                                      Roger 
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Collect 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first 

coming sent your messenger to prepare your 

way before you: grant that the ministers and 

stewards of your mysteries may likewise so 

prepare and make ready your way by turning 

the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom 

of the just, that at your second coming to 

judge the world we may be found an 

acceptable people in your sight; for you are 

alive and reign with the Father in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

Reading   Zephaniah 3.14-20 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 

daughter Jerusalem! 

The Lord has taken away the judgements 

against you, he has turned away your 

enemies. 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 

you shall fear disaster no more. On that day 

it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O 

Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. 

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 

warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice 

over you with gladness, he will renew you in 

his love; he will exult over you with loud 

singing as on a day of festival. 

I will remove disaster from you, so that you 

will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with 

all your oppressors at that time. And I will 

save the lame and gather the outcast, and I 

will change their shame into praise and 

renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you home, at the 

time when I gather you; for I will make you 

renowned and praised among all the peoples 

of the earth, when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 

Canticle   Isaiah 12.2-6 
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and 

will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my 

strength and my might; he has become my 

salvation. 

With joy you will draw water from the wells 

of salvation. And you will say on that day: 

Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; 

make known his deeds among the nations; 

proclaim that his name is exalted. 

Sing praises to the Lord for he has done 

gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 

for great in your midst is the Holy One of 

Israel. 

 

Reading   Philippians 4.4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 

Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. And the 

peace of God, which 

surpasses all 

understanding, will 

guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 
 

Gospel    Luke 3.7-18 
John said to the crowds that came out to be 

baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 

begin to say to yourselves, “We have 

Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. Even now the axe is 

lying at the root of the 

trees; every tree 

therefore that does not 

bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into 

the fire.’ 

And the crowds asked 

him, ‘What then should 

we do?’ In reply he said 

to them, ‘Whoever has 



two coats must share with anyone who has 

none; and whoever has food must do 

likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be 

baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what 

should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no 

more than the amount prescribed for you.’ 

Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what 

should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not 

extort money from anyone by threats or 

false accusation, and be satisfied with your 

wages.’ 

As the people were filled with expectation, 

and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the 

Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, 

‘I baptize you with water; but one who is 

more powerful than I is coming; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into 

his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.’ 

So, with many other exhortations, he 

proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

Post Communion 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 

heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your 

Spirit that when your Christ comes again we 

may shine as lights before his face; who is 

alive and reigns now and for ever.  Amen 
 

Festivals this week 

Mon   

17 Dec 

O Sapientia (C) 

Eglantyne Jebb 1928 (C) 

(F) Festival; (LF) Lesser Festival; (C) Commemoration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Tues  

18 Dec 

10.30 Eucharist and 

refreshments after 

St Barnabas’ 

Thur   

20 Dec 

10.30 Eucharist & 

Healing Service with 

refreshments after 

St Nicholas’ 

22 Dec 12.00 Wedding St Nicholas’ 

Sun     

23 Dec 

08.00 Holy 

Communion (BCP) 

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Child-Friendly 

Eucharist 

St Barnabas’ 

10.00 Sung 

Eucharist 

St Nicholas’ 

 18.30 Nine Lessons 

and Carols followed 

by mulled wine and 

mince pies 

St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 23 December 2018 

Advent 4 

Micah 5.2-5a    Canticle: Magnificat 

Hebrews 10.5-10    Luke 1.39-45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 

Jazz in January 

Come and hear the Gentle Jazz Trio and 

guest vocalist Penny Payne. Sun 20 Jan 

14.00-16.00 at St Nicholas’. Turn up any 

time and listen to jazz while enjoying 

refreshments.  Tickets available on the 

door or from churchwardens £10 or from 

jazzinjan.eventbrite.co.uk  

http://www.agnusday.org/


DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 

Mondays – JayDee’s Café 12.00 – 17.00 

at the Pastoral Centre. (17 Dec, then 7 Jan) 
 

Thur 20 Dec 14.00 Knit & Natter. 

Pastoral Centre 
 

If any child (age 3+) would like to join in the 

Nativity St Nicholas’ at 16.00 on 

Christmas Eve, please email Joan at 

tickjoan@gmail.com for further information. 

Rehearsals: 16.00 Thur 20 Dec; 16.00 Fri 21 

Dec; 9.00 Sat 22 Dec – all at St Nicholas’  

For the Nativity St Barnabas’ at 16.00 on 

Christmas Eve, please email Revd Sarah 

vicarstb@worthparish.org Thank you. 
 

Pastoral Centre Café Christmas 

Closure  Open on 18 Dec as usual, until 

noon.  Re-opens Friday 4 Jan at 10.30. 

Friday lunches resume on 4 Jan; please 

order by 2 Jan. (No lunches 21 or 28 Dec) 
 

The Saturday Market on 8 December raised 

£82.71.  Thanks to all our supporters. 
 

Christmas Greetings Boards available in 

both churches. Write a greeting to your 

church friends on a gift tag instead of sending 

a card; and give a donation to our Christmas 

charities. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

The Rector  

Fr Michael Boag               01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas 

Revd Sarah Upchurch       01293 524804 

vicarstb@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  

Revd Gordon Parry         07802 432398 

gordonmwparry@btinternet.com 
 

Churchwardens 

Sheila Dring (St B)           01293 513496 

Phyl Pennell (St B)           01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N)    01293 883388 

Colin Smith  (St N)          01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry                       0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  

Church Cleaners 

for St Nicholas’ desperately needed.  If you 

can give 2 hours (times flexible) 4 to 5 

times a year; please contact Jill Freeborn 

01293 883631 for more information. 

We are delighted to welcome back the 

talented Katie Yao Morgan for a Piano 

Recital at St Nicholas’ on Thursday 27 

December 11.15-13.00. Bring lunch or 

have tea/coffee with us.  This young 

pianist is excellent so come along and 

bring your relatives. Donations welcome. 

Christmas Gifts under the Christmas 

trees – we will be collecting gifts at our 

Christmas services. These may be toys, 

books, games, craft items for the Golden 

Lions Children’s Trust (glct.org.uk) or 

warm clothing, packaged foods or toiletries 

for Open House.  All items must be new 

and unwrapped (although rolls of wrapping 

paper are welcome).       Thank you! 

Pastoral Centre Refurbishment 

As one of the Co-Op’s three local 

charities, we can receive 1% of our spend 

on selected products. Register your Co-Op 

card for our charity online or by ringing 

0800 023 4708. Please help by registering 

your card.  Every little helps. Let Phyl know 

of any problems (883362). 

Toby, who joined us this year, has started 

a local locksmith business He can be 

contacted on 07779 777557 

Southeast Kids Camps are looking for a 

fun & outgoing full time (possible job share) 

Manager to cover wraparound Club, 

Monday-Friday 7am-9am and 3pm-6pm. 

Initially at St Barnabas and then in the new 

School. For details call 01444 461889 or 

email admin@southeastkidcamps.co.uk 
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