
 
 

 

 

 
                                  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to our services at  

St Barnabas’ in Pound Hill & 

St Nicholas’ in Worth 
  

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services as well as notices for everyone. Please 

do take it home and share it.  
 

There are soft toys and books available for 

children.  
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to come 

up and receive a blessing or, if baptised, share 

the bread and wine. If you are here for the first 

time, please introduce yourselves. After the 

10.00 service on Sunday please join us for 

refreshments.  
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Trinity 15 

 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00 Holy Communion            St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher:   Revd Gordon Parry 

10.00  Eucharist                        St Nicholas’  

Celebrant & Preacher:   Revd Gordon Parry 
 

10.00  Eucharist                        St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Sarah Upchurch 
 

11.45 Baptism                           St Nicholas’ 

                                 Revd Sarah Upchurch 
 

 

The first part of the text of today’s Gospel 

reading seems a little strange. The context is 

that Jesus had ‘gone north’ to a non-Jewish 

town (Tyre) in order to relieve the 

pressures of his ministry. Jesus saw his time-

limited ministry as being with the Jews and 

so his healing of non-Jews, (‘Gentiles’) was 

noteworthy because it was comparatively 

rare. Nevertheless, Jesus healed the daughter 

of the Syrophoenician woman. The reference 

to ‘dogs’ is likely to refer to the term of 

abuse that Jews often used for their Gentile 

neighbours. The intention of Jesus was to 

prepare the Jews for the coming of the 

Kingdom of God and the working out of his 

earthly ministry, after which there would be 

a spreading of the message to the Gentiles – 

the rest of the world - through the mission 

and teaching of the Church.  

The second part of the text (Mark 7: 32-37) 

is probably symbolic. Jesus was concerned 

about the poor reception that his teaching 

had on some who heard him.  He 

categorised it as deafness and there are 

frequent Gospel references to hearing and 

deafness (Matthew 11: 15, Mark 4: 23, Mark 

7: 14-15). Jesus also describes his listeners’ 

reactions through other metaphors such as 

growing seeds, (Matthew 13:3-9) wheat and 

tares (Matthew 13: 24-30), vines (John 15: 1-

7) and the mustard seed (Matthew 13: 31-

32).  

How responsive are we to the teachings of 

Jesus? Do we transform hearing into careful 

listening or do we filter out through selective 

deafness those parts of Biblical texts that 

don’t suit us? Listening to the message of 

Jesus In Matthew’s Gospel (Ch 25: 31-46) 

will surely help us to understand the 

significance for us of the very troubling 

message about Crawley Open House, 

printed at the bottom of P3.  

Gordon 

 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 



Collect  
God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy  

Spirit upon your Church in the burning fire  

of your love: grant that your people may be 

fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, 

always abiding in you, they may be found 

steadfast in faith and active in service; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen 
 

First Reading  
Isaiah 35.4-7a                                                                                                                                                     

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

   He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

   He will come and save you.’  

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

   and the ears of 

the deaf 

unstopped;  

then the lame shall 

leap like a deer, 

   and the tongue of 

the speechless sing 

for joy.  
For waters shall break forth in the 

wilderness, and streams in the desert;  

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

   the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  
 

 

 

Psalm  146  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Second Reading 
James 2.1-10 14-17 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your 

acts of favouritism really believe in our 

glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person 

with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into 

your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty 

clothes also comes in, and if you take notice 

of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, 

‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one 

who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, or, ‘Sit at 

my feet’, have you not made distinctions 

among yourselves, and become judges with 

evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers 

and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in  

the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs 

of the kingdom that he has promised to those 

who love him? But you have dishonoured the 

poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it 

not they who drag you into court? Is it not 

they who blaspheme the excellent name that 

was invoked over you? You do well if you 

really fulfil the royal law according to the 

scripture,  

‘You shall love your neighbour as 

yourself.’ But if you show partiality, you 

commit sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole 

law but fails in one point has become 

accountable for all of it.  
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 

you say you have faith but do not have 

works? Can faith save you? If a brother or 

sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one 

of you says to them, 

‘Go in peace; keep 

warm and eat your 

fill’, and yet you do 

not supply 

their bodily needs, 

what is the good of 

that?  

So faith by itself, if it 

has no works, is 

dead. 

 

Gospel 
Mark 7.24-37 

 From there he set out and went away to the 

region of Tyre. He entered a house and did 

not want anyone to know he was there. Yet 

he could not escape notice, but a woman 

whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 

immediately heard about him, and she came 

and bowed down at his feet. Now the 



woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician 

origin. She begged him to cast the demon out 

of her daughter. He said to her, ‘Let the 

children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 

the children’s food and throw it to the 

dogs.’ But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the 

dogs under the table eat the children’s 

crumbs.’ Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, 

you may go—the demon has left your 

daughter.’ So she went home, found the child 

lying on the bed, and the demon gone.  
 

Then he 

returned from 

the region of 

Tyre, and went 

by way of Sidon 

towards the Sea 

of Galilee, in the 

region of the Decapolis. They brought to him 

a deaf man who had an impediment in his 

speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 

on him. He took him aside in private, away 

from the crowd, and put his fingers into his 

ears, and he spat and touched his 

tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed 

and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be 

opened.’ And immediately his ears were 

opened, his tongue was released, and he 

spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to 

tell no one; but the more he ordered them, 

the more zealously they proclaimed it. They 

were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He 

has done everything well; he even makes the 

deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post - Communion                                 
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your 

perpetual mercy; and, because without you 

our human frailty cannot but fall, keep us 

ever by your help from all things hurtful, 

and lead us to all things profitable to our 

salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK 
Mon 10 11.00 Julian Group  St Barnabas’ 

Tues 11   10.30 Eucharist + 

Refreshments after 

St Barnabas’ 

 

Thur 13  10.30 Eucharist + 

Refreshments after 

St Nicholas’ 

Sun 16 

Sept 

08.00 Holy 

Communion 

St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Eucharist  St Barnabas’ 

10.00 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

11.45 Baptism St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 16 Sept 2018,  

Trinity 16 
Isaiah 50.4-9a     Psalm 116.1-8 

James 3.1-12   Mark 8.27-38 

The next Parish Prayer Group will be on  

Fri 14 Sept at St Nicholas at  

2.30pm. Please come and  

join your prayers with 

ours if you can 

Join us at Messy Church! 
Just turn up for crafts,  

refreshments, activities,  

a song and a story at our: 

 

Wed 12 Sept 2018 Maidenbower Infant 

School Studio 15.15 – 16.30 
 

Wed 26 Sept 2018 St Barnabas Hall, 

15.00-16.45 including a light tea  

 

 

 

 

Crawley Open House  - bad news. The grant from West Sussex County Council been reduced 

recently, but no-one was expecting the news that the funding for us and ALL main homeless 

providers in West Sussex is to be scrapped entirely from April 2019. This will mean the closure of 

our hostel, and possibly the entire charity. We think that this decision will be met with great 

anger, and we ask our friends to help lobby WSCC to reverse their decision. Please sign the 

petition which has been created by the leader of Crawley Council via the link below, asking 

WSCC to reverse their proposal and to save Crawley Open House… 

https://www.change.org/p/louise-goldsmith-save-crawley-open-house 

 

https://www.change.org/p/louise-goldsmith-save-crawley-open-house


DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday Lunch in the Pastoral Centre, 2 

courses and tea/coffee for £6.50. All 

welcome. To help with catering, please order 

tickets by 12 Sept for 14 Sept at the 

Pastoral Centre or by calling 0300 111 8150. 
  

The Worth Park History Soc launches on 

Tues 18 Sept, 2-4pm, Montefiore Meeting 

Rooms, Ridley's Court, Worth Park., top of  

Milton Mount Avenue. Parking is very limited 

so please walk or carshare  
 

Tues 25 Sept. 9.30-10.30, in the Pastoral 

Centre ‘Updates on Food Hygiene’, a 

presentation by the Environmental Health 

Dept of Crawley Borough Council. It has 

been arranged for P Centre volunteers, but 

anyone interested is welcome to join us.’ 
 

Thursday 27 September Mothers’ 

Union Meeting 7.30pm - 9.00pm at the 

Pastoral Centre, “An evening with Simon 

Morris”. Everyone welcome. 
 

Men’s Breakfast Sat 29 Sept. 08.00 
Full English Breakfast on offer to  

any of the men in the parish  

(Ladies’ turn on 13 Oct) Sign-up  

sheets in the churches today.  
 

Sun 30 Sept at 2.30pm, 4th Worth Scout 

Group celebrate 110 years, at a special 

service at St Nicholas, everyone welcome. 
 

Saturday 6 October Parish Harvest 

Lunch 12.30pm in the Pastoral Centre. 

Tickets £6.50, two courses with tea, coffee 

or cold drinks in aid of Parish Funds, and a 

raffle in aid of the MU. Call Mary Fry 01293 

410383 for tickets or ask any member of the 

Mothers’ Union. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 7 October is Harvest Festival at 

both churches and at all services on this day 

we will be accepting donations of toiletries, 

woollen hats, scarves, gloves, and tinned and 

packet foodstuffs, for Open House and The 

Easter Team. Thank you in anticipation of 

your generosity.  
 

Sun 4 Nov – Confirmation Service at St 

Nicholas.  If you have been thinking about 

being confirmed, please speak to Fr Michael. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 
The Rector  

Fr Michael Boag           01293 882229  

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas 

Revd Sarah Upchurch    01293 524804 

vicarstb@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Assistant Priest  

Revd Gordon Parry       07802 432398  
  

Churchwardens 

Sheila Dring (St B)          01293 513496  

Phyl Pennell (St B)          01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N)   01293 883388     

Colin Smith  (St N)         01293 889894  
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry            0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  

 

Mondays –The PC is closed until 17 Sept. 

On 24 Sept JayDee’s cake café will donate £1 

from every cake sold to Macmillan. The 

Tuesday Forget-me-Not lunch café has 

stopped for the time being whilst they 

consider what they can try next. 

 

As part of our Harvest Giving we will be 

making a collection for Christian Aid. 

Please look out for the envelopes. 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org

