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REGULAR SERVICES 

Our regular services are shown below; a calendar at the back of this magazine details special services, 

groups and events happening throughout the next two months. 

 St Nicholas’, Worth St Barnabas’, Pound Hil  l 
 

Sundays 

 

 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

 

10.00  Sung Eucharist  

 (Common Worship)  

 

 

10.00 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays -  

 Eucharist  
 

10.00 4th Sundays 

Child- friendly Services  
 
 

 

 

Mondays  No services  No services 

Tuesdays  No services 10.30  Eucharist 

Wednesdays  No services 
15:00 Messy Church at St Barnabas’ 
 on 27 June, 18 July and 26 September 

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist   No services 

Fridays and 

Saturdays 
 No services  No services 

 

You can also join us at: 
 

The Studio Maidenbower Infants School RH10 7RA 
 

13 June, 11 July, 12 September 
(2nd Wed of the month in term times) 

 

15:15   Messy Church in Maidenbower 

 

St Barnabas‘ Cafe RH10 7DY 
Mondays run by JayDee’s café  12.00 - 17.00      Pop in for a cake and a drink. Games also available. 

Tuesdays 

Forget-me-Not  

10.30 – 12.00     Pop in for a cake and a drink 

12.30 – 14.30     Dementia friendly lunches 

Thursdays 14.00 - 16.00      Knit and Natter -bring any crafts to do 

Fridays 10.30 - 12.30      Pop in for a cake and a drink 

12.30        Lunches - prebook tickets (£6.50)  

       by calling 01293 883362 

Saturdays 10.30 - 12.00      Pop in for a cake and a drink 

                           Market on the first Saturday of each month 
 

  
 

Worth Parish Office, St Barnabas’ Church, Worth Road, Crawley, RH10 7DY 

0300 111 8150  office@worthparish.org.uk  worthparish.org  facebook.com/WorthParish 

 

http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
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  Failure is simply the opportunity to begin again, this time more intelligently.  
Henry Ford 

 

Time changes everything except something within us which is always 
surprised by change. 

Thomas Hardy 

 

Time is a created thing. To say 'I don't have time,' is like saying, 'I don't want to.’ 

Lao Tzu 

 

Time is a created thing. To say 'I don't have time,' is like saying, 'I 

don't want to.      

file:///C:/Users/Sue/Downloads/Jun%20Sept%202018%20final%20possibly%2015.20%20Mon.docx%23_Toc516493966
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CONTACT US 
If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 

email office@worthparish.org   

To contact Fr. Michael, please phone 01293 

882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email him at 

rector@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Sarah, please phone 01293 

524804 Tuesday to Sunday or email her at 

vicarstb@worthparish.org 

To contact Revd Gordon – 07802 432398 

Send articles, photos, information and jokes for 

the magazine to magazine@worthparish.org 

You can also find up to date information here: 

•   www.worthparish.org 

•   facebook.com/WorthParish  

•   twitter.com/worthparish

 

 

VOICE OF THE VICAR
Since I moved to St Barnabas’ over three months ago many friends, 

old and new, have asked how my family and I are getting on.  I have 

been asked many times, ‘How are you settling in?’  I have found myself 

saying, ‘We are settling in well thank you’, while not one hundred 
percent sure whether I totally have or not!  

Before I go any further, let me be clear that I have been made very 

welcome; everyone has been so kind and generous.  I am sure of my 

calling here and know I am in the right place.  However, I am still in 

the process of getting used to a new house, new people and learning 

how things are done in this new and very busy parish! 

Thinking about being settled, and what that might feel like, made me start to consider what it means to 

belong.  The two appear to be connected. 

Belonging is important for all of us in life and is a stage in Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs about which I learned 

many years ago as a nurse.  In fact, it is fundamental for our wellbeing.  When we are born, in most cases 

we are accepted and loved by a parent and family.  We are so vulnerable that we need the protection of 

other humans.  When we are claimed by them and they keep us safe, we grow up knowing that we belong.  

Unfortunately, it is not like this for everyone; many face threats which mean they don’t feel they belong and 

this has serious consequences, especially for children. 

When we belong, it may feel like people love and accept us just as we are.  We feel connected to the people 

around us and are included; we would be missed if we were not there.  When we belong, we can relax and 

reflect, so personally I can confirm that I really am beginning to settle, at St Barnabas’ and in the whole parish! 

Belonging is not necessarily a passive process.  To build a sense of belonging there needs to be action.  Active 

effort and practice in spending time with those with whom we belong in order to find common ground is 

essential.  Getting to know one another and learning to accept each other despite age or differences in 

opinion takes time and patience.  There is an enormous and potent strength that we can receive by 

experiencing God together and learning about Jesus from each other.  

We all need encouragement in faith especially at times of grief, illness or perplexity.  Mutual encouragement, 

listening to one another, and sharing in our joys and sorrows helps us to build trust, feel safe and assists us 

to recognise the reality of God with us in our daily lives.  

What then can we do to build a sense of belonging for the people of our parish?  I invite you to join me by 

thinking about your own sense of belonging and how we can positively encourage one another.  

Peace be with you,  

Revd Sarah 

 

mailto:office@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:vicarstb@worthparish.org
mailto:magazine@worthparish.org
http://www.worthparish.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.twitter.com/worthparish
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TIMES PAST 
A VERY SPECIAL LUNCH. 
Friday lunches have been a popular feature of the Pastoral Centre for some years enabling diners to 

experience a three-course lunch at a very reasonable cost and at the same time providing company and 

conversation for many who might otherwise be on their own. 

A special request was received for the first Friday in June for a Roast Beef Lunch to celebrate the 99th 

Birthday of Francis Reed and the 89th Birthday of Jim Bull both regulars at the venue. 

Pam Marson was the responsible chef on this occasion and sourced a fine cut of topside from a local butcher 

which was served to the eager diners with the appropriate trimmings, followed by a sweet comprising fresh 

fruit salad and cream. A birthday cake was produced topped with many candles, which the birthday couple 

set about blowing out with gusto more akin to people of a more tender age.  A round of Happy Birthday 

was rendered by the 30 guests and the helpers, after which a welcome cup of coffee was served with a slice 

of cake. Father Michael and Rev Sarah both called in to offer their best wishes to Francis and Jim. 

If you would like to attend a lunch, everyone is welcome, it is better to let us know the Wednesday before 

the Friday you wish to come to make sure there is enough food especially if you require a special diet. You 

can use the Office phone 0300 111 8150 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

From the Samaritan’s Purse  

With Christmas 2017 becoming a distant memory, we thought it was time to take a moment and 

remember the ongoing impact of your generosity. Here are three things children who have received a 

shoebox have said about it. 

“It wasn’t just my first Christmas gift - it was my first gift ever. When I held it, there was joy 

and love in my heart such that I never felt before. I knew there were people out there who 

cared for me. I was not alone… We were still loved.” (Belarus) 

Kirill is 12, and dreamed of having a black sports hat and gloves. Winter came and still he did not 

have them. When he received his shoebox he opened it and inside was a hat, gloves, and a scarf! He 

immediately put them on and did not take them off for some time. His mother looked at him and 

wept. (Central Asia) 

“My name is Anna, and I am nine. In my life miracles just do not happen always. I live with my 

mum, and I don’t have a dad. My mum has to work a lot, though it’s hard to find a job in the 

place where we live. To sell fish in the marketplace is the only option. Very often my mum is 

not at home. Once there were some men and women who came to me to bring me a gift. I 

was very surprised. My first thought was that it’s not for me, but they confirmed that it was 

mine. So, thank you everybody – I don’t know who you are and how you happen to know me 

that you’ve brought me a gift. I am very glad, and I tell everyone – just believe – the miracles 

come true!” (Ukraine) 

Thank you again for partnering with us to share God’s  

love with children in need around the world and make  

life-changing moments like these possible. 

 

Our 2018 appeal will start in September / October  

– why not get a head start across the summer?  

and spread the cost too? 

Baptisms 
 

8 April 18  Grace Lynne Body 

Lilly Joan Tina Body 

22 April 18 Brooke Ellen Maddison 

  Chloe Teresa Maddison 

13 May 18  Sienna Amara Joanne Smith 
Isabel Rose Ditzel  

27 May 18 Arabella Dixie Smith  

 

Weddings  
 

20 April 18 Matthew James Palmer & Hannah Marie Phillips 

5 May 18 Lee Stow & Kirstie Louise Wright 

19 May 18 Marc Frederick Zbinden & Dawn Pamela Cartwright 

26 May 18 Lee Herbert Burchell & Katherine Jane Gravett 

1 June 18 Liam Joseph Lipyeat Richman & Stephanie Anne Boyce 
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Present project – New flooring for Hall, including entrance hall and kitchen 
 

We have been accepted for the Tesco Bags of Help Grant Scheme 
 

Our project will be put forward to a customer vote in 6 local Tesco stores, 1st May to 30th June 2018.  

Customers will decide the outcome by voting for their favourite project each time they shop.  
 

If we receive the highest number of votes we will receive £2500, if we are placed 2nd then we will receive 

£2000 and if we are the 3rd placed project we will receive £1000.  

To vote make a purchase – of any value. At the checkout you will receive a token (you may have to ask for 

one). Pop it in our box as you leave the store.  

The stores taking part in the voting of our project are  

Tesco Extra – Hazelwick – RH10 1GY, Betts Way,  

Tesco Express – RH10 9UY, Haslett Ave,  

Tesco Express – RH10 1AH, Pound Hill,  

Tesco Express – RH10 3BA, Downland Drive  
Tesco Express – RH11 8SW, Ifield  

  

Saturday 23rd  
June 

2018   

ST BARNABAS’ 
CHURCH, 

WORTH ROAD,  

POUND HILL, 
RH10 7DY 

 

Please help us 
 

Thank you for your support 

 



8 

A Holiday Quiz 
 

WHERE IN THE WORLD? (answers available on the website in August) 

 

                                                         
1             2                     3                             4 

 

 

                                                          
           5                          6                 7                        8 
 

 

                                                           
          9                                     10                                11            12 
 

 

 

                                                           
          13                       14                                 15                           16 
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WHAT ’S HAPPENING IN THE PARISH? 
ST  BARNABAS’  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ST  BARNABAS’ 
REFURBISHMENT 

Our application to the Gatwick Airport 

Community Trust resulted in a grant of £1000 

towards the Hall flooring project.  

We are now in a position to proceed with the new 

flooring and this will be carried out by a local 

company – “On all Floors”. The work will take 4/5 

days starting on Monday 30th July 2018.  

On Sunday 29th July we need to clear the Hall, 

kitchen and entrance Hall, ready for the work to 

take place. This is no small task and requires a team 

of helpers. If you feel you can spare a couple of 

hours in the late afternoon/early evening of 

SUNDAY 29 JULY do please contact me. Thank 

you. 

Phyl Pennell (01293) 883362 
May 2018 

 

NOTES FROM ST 
BARNABAS’ COMMITTEE  
Services: Discussion took place about a new child 

friendly Eucharist service which has been 

introduced in order to encourage the participation 

of children and young people in all aspects of the 

worship. We will continue to have a child friendly 

Eucharist on the 4th Sundays of the month. 

Children’s church: Also we are delighted to begin 

Sunday school in every service as from the 3rd 

June, everyone together until after confession and 

children and their leaders returning for Holy 

Communion. 

Accessibility: An idea was put forward for the 

improvement of the accessibility of all areas of the 

church buildings involving the creation of one level 

throughout the pastoral centre, church, narthex 

and hall. 

Other: Consideration was given to keeping the 

Narthex open during the day for prayer. New 

notice boards are to be investigated as 

information needs to be updated. Funding for the 

new hall floor has been raised and plans are for 

the work to be carried out in the summer. 

  

SATURDAY MARKETS                                 

7 July, 1 September and 6 

October 

10-11.45    
 

 Refreshments     Toys      

Clothing    Homemade 

produce      Books 
 

Admission free 
 
 

St Barnabas’ Church  
Pound Hill RH10 7DY 
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The local Co-op are keen to have links with St. B’s 

and on Friday 27 April the newly refurbished store 

re- opened its doors. The opening ceremony was 

conducted by Sarah and Michael. 

 We were given £100 worth of gift vouchers for 

the Pastoral Centre, some of which were used to 

buy the ingredients for the Friday lunch on this 

date. A group of about 20 of our regulars thus 

enjoyed a free lunch of Chicken casserole, 

vegetables and Pineapple sponge with custard or ice 

cream, thanks to the Co-op.  

The Co-op sent some young people to join us on 

this occasion and some of their own-brand 

products were distributed to those who visited the 

Pastoral Centre on this date.  

Rajin, team leader at the Coop, presented a cheque 

for £400 to St. Barnabas.  

We hope this event is the start of a successful link 

between St. Barnabas and our local Co-op store. 

PCC 
The PCC met in May and there were several things 

to discuss on the agenda.  Bob & Vera both 

requested to retire from the committee and this 

was accepted.  They were both thanked whole-

heartedly for their hard work. 
 

Having analysed the results of the tendered quotes 

for a new photocopier, Graham Beaumont 

reported on his findings and, following a short 

debate, the PCC voted to follow the 

recommendation and lease a new photocopier 

which will also fold and staple.  As we had bought 

the current photocopier, the plan is to use this up 

at the Rectory until its upkeep proves 

uneconomical.  
 

Tony Chamier has been looking into the energy use 

of the parish and gave an excellent presentation on 

the way forward.  The most practical time for 

initiating major improvements will be when we 

have the funds to improve the Pastoral Centre, but 

in the meantime Tony is investigating some short 

term solutions. 
 

Several members of the PCC have been undergoing 

training in safeguarding and now 5 people have 

achieved their CofE Core 2. 
 

Revd Sarah had circulated a report about GDPR 

and it was agreed to put a note on the Parish 

website and for forms to be sent individually to the 

parishioners.  In order to assist with the tightening 

up of security it was decided to invest in new 

computers for the office. 
 

Both the St Barnabas’ & the St Nicholas’ 

committees reported from their recent meetings 

(see Pages 9 & 11) 
 

Finally a question was raised regarding Pastoral 

Assistants. We currently have four and it was 

suggested that consideration could be given to 

expanding this number. 

Worth PCC 

What is a pastoral assistant? 

Pastoral Assistants are Christians with a certain 

amount of life experience and a mature faith. 

Pastoral Assistants have a flexible approach and are 

able to be sensitive to problems that are presented 

to them. They do so with the support of their 

Incumbents and PCC, to whom they are 
accountable, and they are able to work 

collaboratively as part of a team to serve those 

living in their parish. 
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ST NICHOLAS’  
An Evening at the Opera 
Tangled Web performed a variety of opera 

extracts in an entertaining evening at the end of 

April to start, what is hoped to become, a regular 
schedule of musical events in our historic church. 

 

This is to be followed in July by the acclaimed 

guitarist, Mark Jennings (see info below).  In 

September the Copthorne Consort are rehearsing 

hard to share their expertise with us an eclectic 

mix from Mozart to Musicals of choral, organ and 

vocal music (see ad on P26) 

 

The Art of Guitar: Virtuoso 

Classics 

In what promises to be an exhilarating evening of 

the finest Spanish and Classical guitar music, Mark 

Jennings performs the great classic virtuosos 

incuding Tarrega's Receuedos de la Alhambra, 

Albeniz's Granada, Rodrigo’s Adagio, J.S.Bach, and 

Cavatina (theme music to the Deer Hunter). 

He has been playing classical guitar for most of his 

life. He attended the London College of Music, 

studying classical guitar performance with Carlos 

Bonell and later studied with Gary Ryan (Royal 

College of Music), Graham Devine (Trinity College 

of Music), and Craig Ogden (Royal Northern 

College).   

Mark has performed in many public international 

masterclasses. in many parts of the UK and has 

been heard on Classic FM and on the BBC.  

For more, see markjenningsmusic.com.   
 

Exquisite performance.  “Bravo.” (Classical Guitar Magazine)  
”Wonderful technique, & captivating musicality.” (Yorkshire Post) 

‘Brilliant Recital.’ (Bournemouth Evening Echo) 

 
ST NICHOLAS’ COMMITTEE 
Meetings abound; ideas and projects are discussed 

at length; progress is as usual plagued by 

permissions and finance. 

We have found it necessary to change our 

Inspecting architect and as a result Jonathan 

Cerowski BA (Hons) MArch RIBA SCA AABC has 

been appointed to serve both our churches.  

Jonathan is a senior architect with Cowan 

Architects of East Grinstead and the DAC has 

welcomed the appointment.  This change has 

resulted in delays to the programme of works 

particularly at St. Nicholas’, but we look forward 

to rapid progress in relation to the Quinquennial 

Inspection works as Jonathan takes the helm. 
 

The Committee highlighted the need for the 

church notice board to be upgraded and the 

urgency with which we should proceed to ensure 

the Church was waterproof.  A very recent 

inspection of the spire by Steeplejacks revealed 

several areas allowing ingress of water, which was, 

in turn, finding its way through the tower 

stonework into the ringing chamber and choir 

vestry.  Missing and loose tiles on the roof of the 

church are probably the reason for ingress of 

water into the apse.  It was also noted that the 

lightning conductor needs replacing. 

This work, together with the need for movement 

on the Church access, churchyard paths and new 

memorial area, means that we have a lot of work 

ahead of us for which the funds will have to be 

found. 

It is not all bad news.  Through the generosity of 

parishioners, we now have a full set of six oil 

candles for the acolytes’ holders and a new cover 

purpose-made for the piano resident in the 

church.  We request that this cover be handled 
with care as it is designed to protect the piano 

from impact and it was an expensive item.  Two 

pewter cruets have also been purchased to 

replace the glass cruets which had been damaged. 

It was also reported that Pam Marson has spent 

many hours repairing clergy robes, some of which 

have also been cleaned.  The lighting systems in 

the church are under review and this is being 

kindly handled by Tony Chamier with the aid of 

Graham Beaumont. 

Our previous architect, Robin Nugent, had 

suggested locations for the installation of toilet 

facilities within the church.  This will be followed 

up by Jonathan Cerowaski.    

GDJS June 2018 

 

 
  

http://markjenningsmusic.com/
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NOW THERE 
WAS A GARDEN 

This photo is of the first rose of summer, one I 

brought with me from Northumberland. I think it’s 

probably Comte de Chambord or it may be Louise 

Odier but, whichever it is, it has happily settled into 

a new Rectory garden. I planted it by the front door 

because of its lovely scent and the slight possibility 

of it getting some protection from the not-at-

all bashful deer who find their way in from time to 

time. 

There are lots of ways to describe a church 

community, including: community, fellowship, 

organisation, family, mission, pioneer and plant.  

This last word I like but I don't use it in the way it is 

usually used; to describe the introduction of a new 

enterprise into an old setting.  There are many 
reasons for ‘church plants’ and many successful 

examples.  For me, the Christian community as a 

whole is a garden.  A garden with new plants and 

old plants, strong plants, fragile ones, practical ones, 

flowering ones, background ones, centre stage 

ones.  Next time you’re in a garden, look around 

and see if you can imagine the people you worship 

with as plants - maybe ask yourself, who am I: a 

reckless rose, tempestuous tulip or a timid 

cornflower? 

 

The point is, of course, about growing together.  

Nurturing and supporting one another to create a 

healthy, beautiful, heavenly garden, that is a 

reflection of paradise.  Everyone has a place in the 

garden with something to give, something to gain; 

planted securely, tended lovingly, nourished 

regularly and maybe just occasionally pruned back 
into shape! 

 

You’ll recall how Mary Magdalene thought she was 

mistaken when she met the Risen Jesus in the 

garden, she thought he was the gardener.  But she 

wasn’t wrong.  He is the gardener and we are his 

garden. 

 

There are a number of ideas and projects in the 

parish for us to consider over the next few months.  

Some are already under way and some but a 

twinkle in the eye.  At each step we need, I think, 

to consider the bigger picture as well as individual 

matters; just like in the garden.  Should I try 

growing hollyhocks and broccoli together; is it best 

to trim the hedge now or wait till the autumn?  This 

is where we do well to call on the wisdom of past 

experience along with the energy of new ideas.  

And for new ideas, I’m delighted that we’ve 

recently appointed Jonathan Cerowski as Church 

Architect for St Nicholas’ and St Barnabas’.  

Jonathan is at Cowan Architects in East Grinstead 

and has worked at Kedleston Hall, Drayton Manor, 

Blenheim Palace, Garsington Manor, Shanks House, 

West Norwood Cemetery, the Cathedrals of 

Wells and Winchester as well as Westminster 

Abbey.  Recent noteworthy projects include 

internal repairs and new works to Emmanuel 

Church in West Hampstead, which has been 

featured on the cover of the Church Building 

& Heritage Review, and was highly commended in 

the National Churches Trust President’s Award.”  

 

We’ll hear more from and about Jonathan in the 

coming months but in the meantime enjoy the 

summer and thank God for the wonder and beauty 

of creation and for one another. 

 

Fr Michael 
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ST NICHOLAS CIRCLE 
May and June were buzzing at the St Nicholas 

Circle on the first Thursday of the month.  

 

Father Michael spoke to us in May with some 

memories and anecdotes of his years at Windsor 

Castle as Succentor and Dean’s Vicar at St 

George’s chapel from 2003 to 2011. Due to a 

quirk of history the chapel runs 

independently of the patronage 

of Windsor and the Church of 

England. This was of course no 

problem in the days of yore 

when money was no object; but 

presents somewhat more of a 

challenge today. He lived in the 
14th Century Canon’s Cloister 

overlooking the Berkshire Countryside to Eton. 

His work (as well as prayer and taking services) 

included organising the chaplaincy side of the high 

profile events. It included regular contact with the 

Royals.  

June saw the bring-and-share gathering. Despite 

only 17 in number it was a lively affair and a 

constant buzz of chatter between mouthfuls of 

food. There was lots to eat and nobody went 

short of anything we had. 

July and August are our holiday months. In 

September we will have a speaker from the 

Records Office. More detail to come in the Pew 

Sheet. 

                                                         Max Perry 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
The Mothers’ Union had a very interesting talk by 

the Revd David Knight at their April meeting 

which was well attended by members and guests 

from the parish. 

David spoke about how he was the first one of his 

family to go to university, with the view to 

becoming a lawyer.  After the first year he decided 

he wished to go into church ministry.  After 

finishing his degree he started his journey to 

become an ordained Minister. 

He used history, and stories about his journey 

into the ministry of chaplaincy in the hospice 

movement.  David explained how, from Florence 

Nightingale and the First and Second World Wars, 

it was realised that recovery was not only the 

medical side of patient care but looking at mental 

and spiritual aspects as well. 

One of his stories was about Pandora’s Box and 

how, when it was opened, all the nasties of the 

world were released.  When the box was closed 

again the only thing that was left was a tiny ray of 

hope.  In his own tool kit David has four elements: 

listening, compassion, love and hope. 

He told the story of a very difficult man whom he 
waved to as he walked by until one day the man 

asked him if he could tell his story.  This took a 

few visits.  “Will that be enough?” the man asked 

when the story had been told.  “Yes” was David’s 

reply and the man then asked to become a 

Christian and to be baptised.  He died a few days 

later.  It so clearly illustrated the power of the 

elements in the tool kit. 

David told us that there was no font in the 

Hospice, so a glass fruit bowl was used, and has 

been used many times since.  It is still in use. 

David talked for three quarters of an hour and 

kept us spellbound.  The most important thing to 

remember is that you must have Love and Hope. 

A comment which David made about baptising a 

small baby at St Barnabas’ was that it was so 

strange to be holding a small person since he was 

used to baptising large people! 

It was a fascinating and most interesting talk.  

While we were having coffee some of us were 

sharing similar incidents of faith in which we had 

been involved. 

The meeting ended with David leading us in 

Compline. 

Mary Fry 
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WOT NO ROOD? 
As I potter about St Nicholas’ there are a number of mysteries about the church which intrigue me.  Apart 

from the facts of why it is where it is, how it has survived so relatively unaltered, and those curious tall 

doorways, something has been particularly bothering me lately.  That is, why there is no evidence of a rood? 

 

Roods were present in almost every medieval parish church.  ‘Rood’ was the original Old English word for 

the instrument of Christ’s death.  ‘Cross’, from Old Irish or Old Norse, only appeared in late Old English 

and ‘crucifix’ does not appear until about 1225.  The Rood or Holyrood (as in the Scottish Palace) was the 

‘True Cross’, the specific cross used at the Crucifixion.  Those of you who know your Shakespeare will recall 

its use in swearing “No, by the rood, not so” in Hamlet. 

 

The rood was a large Crucifixion set above the entrance to the chancel, carved or occasionally sculpted or 

painted on a panel, and often accompanied by figures of the 

Virgin Mary and St John and, less commonly, other figures.  

Where the chancel was divided from the nave by a ‘rood 

screen’ the rood was often set onto the screen, but also 

could be set on a ‘rood beam’ (also called a ‘candlebeam’ in 
Suffolk) which was often carved with rocks and skulls 

representing Golgotha; a very rare example survives at St 

Andrew, Cullompton, Devon.  Devon, with Norfolk and 

Suffolk, is the county to see the most splendid surviving 

rood screens.  Much less commonly, the rood might be 

hung from the chancel arch, or the ceiling. 

 

The top of the rood screen was often vaulted out to provide a platform, the 

‘rood loft’, and accessible by a ‘rood stair’ running through a column of the 

chancel arch, and from the rood loft there were readings and chanting and 

even an altar for the celebration of the Mass.  Roods were extremely important 

in medieval churches as dividing the chancel, domain of the clergy, from the 

common laity in the nave.  It was also a devotional focus as the high altar was 

poorly visible from the nave, especially if there was an elaborate rood screen.  

Parishes spent considerable sums on the rood and there are numerous 

bequests in medieval wills to maintain or improve the rood. 

 

There is evidence of one Anglo-Saxon rood on the exterior of the church at 

Headbourne Worthy in Hampshire, a massive sculpture above the west door, 

and another above the south door at Breamore, also in Hampshire, and these partly survive, although there 

is no evidence of such a sculpture at St Nicholas’. 

 

No more than fragments of a rood survived the Reformation, although 

many rood screens did, mostly from the 15th and 16th centuries.  A 

number were re-erected during the Gothic Revival of the 19th century, 

the most beautiful by G.G. Scott, Bodley, Comper and Pugin.  However, 

in the absence of over-enthusiastic Victorian restoration (John 

Betjeman: “Is Woodford church or Hinton church / The one I ought to 

see? / Or were they both too much restored / In 1883?”) there is usually 

some evidence left of the rood: holes where the rood beam was 
inserted, remnants of the rood stair, or a site on top of a surviving 

screen. 

 

 
Part of the Rood Beam from  
St Andrew Cullompton 

 
Rood Screen from St Andrew Aysgarth 

 
Early Victorian Rood Screen by  
A W N Pugin, St Giles Cheadle 
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But where is the evidence at St Nicholas’?   

 

There was no substantial Victorian restoration, for which we can 

be very thankful, although substantial repairs were made to the 

Anglo-Saxon stonework.  However, there is no obvious evidence 

for a rood and, certainly, no evidence of a rood stair.  There was a 

screen before the 1871 restoration (see left) but this is clearly 15th 

century or later and appears insufficiently substantial to support a 

rood.  The only surviving evidence is two opposed stone repairs 

facing each other about 9 feet up the two chancel arch columns. 

 

So, the mystery remains: where was the rood, and if no rood, why 

not?  Just something else to distract me from more spiritual 

thoughts in church! 

 
[The classic works on roods and rood screen are: Bond F.B.& Camm D.B. (1909) Roodscreens and Roodlofts;  Vallance A. (1936) 

English Church Screens.  Photographs reproduced under Creative Commons licence; Aysgarth by Derek Voller, Cheadle by Clem 

Rutter; watercolour in possession of the Parish.] 
 

Church Mouse (with apologies to Chad) 
 

  

 
Watercolour of St Nicholas’ before the 
1871 restoration 

 

WORTH PARISH DAY TRIP TO THE 

NATIONAL GALLERY 
TRAFALGAR SQUARE LONDON 

 

Tuesday 19th June 2018 

Coach Pick up 10.00 

St Barnabas, Worth Road, Pound Hill, Crawley 

RH10 7DY 

Ticket price £11.00 per person. (Based on 

numbers given) 

Entrance to Gallery is free but large groups are 

asked to enter via Getty Entrance. 

A guided tour worked out very expensive, 

however there are paper guides to be had if we 

need them. 

Lunch will be before Gallery tour at St Martin’s 

in the Field café, either the Crypt or the 

Courtyard. This you will pay for separately 

(£14.95), please let me know if you are taking 

packed lunch. No food or glass bottles allowed 

on coach. Be aware you would have to sit in 

Trafalgar Square (nearest local open area) to eat 

your own lunch. 
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What is Bereavement? 

 
Most of us think we know what it 

means to be bereaved, when 

someone who is a relation, a 

partner, friend or neighbour dies 

and we feel the pain of that loss.  

But a feeling of bereavement, of 

pain, of sorrow can result from loss of many kinds.  Moving house, changing job, or even losing a beloved 

pet can affect us deeply.  But the death of someone we love is the most severe loss most of us will ever have 

to contend with. 

 

When someone we love dies it can feel as though our understanding of the world is profoundly shaken, 

nothing seems to be the way we thought it was, everything has changed and our trust in life is shaken too. 

“How can life be going on around me as usual, when this dreadful thing has happened to me?”  Many times 

people have said to me “Am I going mad, I keep thinking I hear my dead wife/husband/relation or I see them 

in the street. What is happening to me?  Am I losing my mind?” 

 

The answer is always the same: no, you are not losing your mind.  This is a normal part of the grieving 

process; your brain is trying to help you through this trauma and is giving you what it thinks you want.  

 

Some of my clients have told me that family and well-meaning friends have asked “Are you feeling better 

now?”  But bereavement is not an illness. You may feel ok one day and be feeling devastated the next, and 

this can go on for a long time.  The bereavement process will not be the same for everyone and what is 

happening to you will not be the same as the person down the road or even your best friend. 

 

There are organisations that can help anyone who feels they are not coping as they would like, or just need 

someone to talk to.  CRUSE Bereavement Care is a national organisation with experienced volunteers and 

is free and local in West Sussex.  Or, if you would like a friendly familiar face from the parish, I worked as a 

bereavement counsellor for many years with St Catherine’s Hospice and CRUSE.  I am happy to visit you at 

home or over a coffee somewhere to be a friendly listening ear.  

 

Sally Chamier 07970 666541 

 
CRUSE West Sussex 0300 311 9959 

www.cruse.org.uk/west-sussex-area/bereavement-support 
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A VIEW FROM A DIFFERENT PEW 
Mariakirken, Bergen. This is not only the oldest church in 

Bergen it is also the oldest surviving building. It dates from 

around 1180 and has survived a few fires and several 

renovations. In 1408 it was taken over by  the city's large 

German population and not until 1874 did it become a Parish 

Church again. Sermons continued in German until after the First 

World War. The church was closed from 2010 until 2015; 

during this time the church was boarded up. An unknown artist 

painted these pictures on the boards and they are now on the 

wall of the church's meeting room. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the church reopened it was made available to the Bergen Anglican church who are part of the 

Diocese of Europe. 

I am writing about this church because when we are in Bergen on a Sunday and this is where we go to 

church. We first went in 2016; although we had stayed in Bergen before, but we did not realise that 

the church was just up the road from our hotel. 

We were given a warm welcome on entering the church. The service was in English and Common 

Worship was used, so it was easy for us to follow. The difference occurred when we got to the 

consecration, which did not actually take place. The Minister, Kirk Weisz, is American and ordained in 

the Presbyterian Church of America. He is seeking ordination in the Church of England. The Bread and 

Wine had been consecrated by another priest in Oslo and brought to the church by a member of the 

congregation. 

What was my view from the pew?  What I could see was a very ornate old church;  what I could feel was an 

all-encompassing feeling of love and friendship. The children ran to greet the Sunday School teacher at 

the beginning of the service and were equally enthusiastic as they went away for their own activities, 

and when the they returned at the end of the service. 

 The welcome continued when we were invited for coffee. We found that many of the ladies came from 

the North East of England and were married to Norwegian men. We look forward to another visit when 

we return to Bergen in June.  

MFS 

The vicar at the local church was experiencing problems with the sound system. So instead 

of starting the service with ‘The Lord be with you’ he said ‘There is something wrong with 

the microphone’. The congregation did not hear this and responded ‘And also with you.’ 
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A HORSEMAN RIDING BY ?(AND A FONT) 
Church Mouse is busy pursuing various puzzles about St Nicholas’ and one that has always intrigued him is 

the legend about the North and South nave doorways. It has repeatedly been suggested that these very 

high doorways, each about 14 feet high and 3 feet wide, were to allow a horseman to ride into the church, 

defer to the altar, and ride out of the opposite door without dismounting.  I have never believed a word of 

it. 

But why are they this shape?  There is a possibility that they were actually double doorways, one above the 

other, with the upper door giving access via an external wooden stair to a West gallery.  West galleries 

were quite common in Anglo-Saxon churches and there is an example of such a double doorway (14 feet 

by 2 feet; too narrow for a horse) at Ledsham (West Yorkshire).  However, there is no evidence for such 

a gallery at St Nicholas’, unless the evidence is hidden behind the plaster.  Further, there is no evidence on 

the jambs of either doorway for there having been an upper and a lower door; the Anglo-Saxon stonework 

is well preserved on both. 

Some experts have suggested that the Anglo-Saxons simply liked this shape, and there are quite a lot of 

examples of similarly proportioned doorways.  Besides Ledsham, the West door at St Mary-le-Wigford in 

Lincoln is 14x4 feet, and there are four doors at 10x3 feet (Kirkdale, Laughton, Middleton, Wharram-le-

Street).  The well-known doorway at St Laurence’, Bradford-on-Avon has similar proportions at 9x2 feet. 

So, why do we have such tall doorways?  If it was not a purely aesthetic matter, is there another reason 

beyond ride-through blessings?  I think there may be, and it involves the Anglo-Saxon liturgy.  Processions, 

passing out of the church and going around the local area before entering back into the church, were much 

more common in the period.  Apart from stational liturgies (involving multiple churches, which may well 

not apply at Worth), there were certainly major processions at Candlemas, Ash Wednesday and through 

Lent, Palm Sunday, Rogationtide, annual feast days, and the burial of monks; there were almost certainly 

others.  Tall doorways would accommodate a processional cross (ask our Crucifer!) and this may be the 

simple reason for these doorways. 

While on the subject of doorways, why do we have identical North and South facing doorways?  It is true 

that in the later Medieval period there was a practice to open the North door (the ‘Devil’s Door’) at 

baptisms and then slam it shut to exclude the Devil’s re-entry following the baptism.  But there is no 

evidence for this practice in the Anglo-Saxon period.  There is, 

however, an intriguing alternative.  It was partly the practice to 

segregate the men and the women during the Anglo-Saxon period; men 

on the South of the nave, women on the North.  Sometimes a screen 

divided these sections of the nave.  There is evidence of this in the 7th 

century Life of Briget at Kildare in Ireland, in the Ordines Romani, and the 

Magdalen Pontifical.  Archaeologists have found the bases for such 

screens, but any evidence at Worth is below the modern floor.  

However, a North door for women, and a South door for the men, is a 

distinct possibility. 

Finally, an exciting possibility while we are on baptism.  The Revd 

Arthur Bridges in his 1911 guide to Worth Church, speculates that the 

base of the present font, which is roughly 13th century, may be a more 

ancient font; the ‘new’ font has been stood upon the older.  I was 

delighted to spot an extremely similar font at St Laurence, Bradford-

on-Avon, which is certainly Anglo-Saxon.  I really do think that we have 

a Saxon font underneath our present baptismal font. 

 

 
Church Mouse  
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FROM THE ORDINAND’S DOG 
Oh, how I love the bluebells. Romping around in 

the woods, splashing in the stream and 

admiring the beautiful sight of a blue-

carpeted woodland.  It makes me so 

happy!  The other thing that makes me 

happy is having all my humans back under 

one roof.  For a time over Easter I was 

down to only one human to look after 

me.  Claire was still at Uni and the 

Ordinand was away in Canterbury for a 

whole week of residential ordinand 

training.  It must have been quite a week.  

I gather that twice daily worship in the 

Cathedral on top of lectures, mission 

presentations, bible study etc etc made 

for a stimulating but tiring week.  
Anyway she’s home now and back into 

assignment writing mode with only one 

more deadline (this one is about 

contemplative prayer) and one more residential 

weekend to go 

before her summer 

break.  Claire is 

back from Uni for 

the summer now so 

I’m back to my full 

complement of 

three humans to 

take care of me.  I 

wonder what 

mischief I can get up 

to now??? 

 

 

Shadow the 

Ordinand’s Dog 

 

Messy Church - 
Maidenbower  
As usual we have been having a great time at Messy 

Church. The last mag gave a big clue as to the 

theme for April and in May we tackled the big word 

Rogation! We decided it would be quite difficult 

these days to go around the outer edge of our 

parish (with 30,000+ people) and praying for 

everyone and for good crops.  However, we all did 

our best in our own small way. We planted bean 

seeds in biodegradable pots (toilet rolls!) and made 

edible prayer beads out of popcorn.  We found a 

great way to remember everyone in our prayers 

using our fingers and wrote prayers for a prayer 

tree which now resides at the back of St Barnabas. 

Hopefully there will be a Prayer Tree at St Nic’s by 

the end of the year and then we can all put our 

prayers onto it when we feel the need. 

In June we are going to look at the life of Moses at 

Maidenbower – what a man! A true hero!  He did 

such a lot for the Jews that we could spend half a 

year on him. But we will cover the key areas now 

(bar one – you will have to come and see which we 

miss out), but this potted version of what we are 

doing may give you a clue. 

 

 

 

 

 

The new king of Egypt was a wicked man. He made the 
people from Canaan who were called Jews stay in Egypt 
and do all the work. He even tried to kill all of the Jewish 
baby boys. But God had a plan. 

A Jewish mother hid her baby boy in a basket and set it on 
the river. The river carried the basket to the king’s house. 
“Oh, look!” cried the king’s daughter when she found the 
basket. “It’s a baby!” The princess took the baby home and 
named him Moses. Moses grew up safe and strong in the 
king’s own house! 

God spoke to Moses through a burning bush. 

A big sea lay between Egypt and Israel. Moses and the 
people had no boats. So God parted the sea and made a 
path for them right through the water! 

God called Moses up to the top of a mountain. He wrote 
ten commandments on two big stones and gave them to 
Moses. The commandments told the Jews how to live. 
God said: “Tell the people to follow these rules and I will 
protect them.” 

God helped Moses lead the Jews back to the land that 
became known as Israel. 
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St Barnabas  

 
At St 

Barnabas’ last 

Messy 

Church, we 

celebrated 

Pentecost, 

the birthday 

of the 

Church 

when the 

Holy Spirit 

came to 

strengthen 

the 

disciples of 
Jesus. 

We had 

great fun 

making 

tongues-of-

fire 

headbands, 

wind 

twirlers, 

windmills 

and 

Pentecost 

cakes. We 

enjoyed a YouTube video in church, sang and 

prayed and talked about the different languages 

people were talking in, and why we have so many 

languages throughout the world. The questions 

from the children were very challenging! 

Next time we are going to explore that great 

parable of the Good Samaritan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=jrZUApDr&id=E644CDAF56C79435F24CD037920D6358E7274CE7&thid=OIP.jrZUApDrl2vYZlroZAj6DwHaEw&mediaurl=http://media-cache-ec0.pinimg.com/736x/9f/10/54/9f1054022612ace3e2b71ee1291b6311.jpg&exph=473&expw=736&q=pinterest+pentecost+crafts&simid=608016377593990296&selectedIndex=0&qpvt=pinterest+pentecost+crafts
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CAN YOU POUR A CUPPA 

Providing a community café is a wonderful way to 

meet new friends and serve not just members of 

the church but the community as a whole.  

I volunteer in the café at St Barnabas' serving tea, 

coffee and cakes, which has meant not only that I 

get to interact with, and count as friends, various 

new people, but that I feel I'm making a difference 

to peoples’ lives. 

You may have your own ideas of how we can 

make the centre a welcoming destination for 

more people.  Or you may just like to turn up 

and have a go – everyone can pour a cuppa or 

have a chat!   

You can choose which dates suit you and if 

something comes up, it’s easy to swap.   

If you'd like to try your hand serving in the café, 

(just for 2 hours a month), then do email us on 

office@worthparish.org

 

TO HIRE 
 

• St Nicholas’ Church - fantastic acoustics 
and seats 150 

• St Barnabas’ Church Hall - 10m by 10m, 
seats 105 with kitchen and garden  

• Pastoral Centre - a carpeted room and 
café seating up to 40 

• St Barnabas’ Downstairs Meeting Room 
3.5m x 3.5m room with small kitchen 
and patio to garden.  Seats up to 15 (or 
8 around a large round table) 

 

For rates, please see 

www.worthparish.org/venuehire or  

email office@worthparish.org  

to discuss your individual requirements or 

arrange a look around.  

 

 
 

 

Lunches  
St. Barnabas’ Pastoral Centre,   

Worth Road,  Pound Hill, RH10 7EB 

Every Friday at 12.30 pm   Main course, dessert, tea/coffee  

 

Tickets £6.50 

from the Pastoral Centre (Please try to buy tickets in advance) 

Contact (01293) 883362 for tickets or information 

http://www.worthparish.org/venuehire
mailto:office@worthparish.org
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Worth Parish 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/worthparish 
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USEFUL NUMBERS 
Administrator (Parish) Sue Perry 

0300 

111 

8150 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals Parish Office 

Bellringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, Church) Sue Perry 

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens 

Children’s Society Brenda Booker 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell  

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) Sheila Dring 

Phyl Pennell 

Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) Gerald Sandwell 

Colin Smith 

Events Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Parish Office 

Fellowship Activities Joan Tick 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 

Giving (Donations etc) Sheila Dring 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Gill Gusterson 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Magazine 

(w(Website(Magazine/Website/Facebook/Twitter) 

Sue Perry 

Messy Church Sue Walshe 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish)  (manned or ansaphone 24/7)  

Office at St Barnabas’ (not generally manned)  

PCC Chair Michael Boag 

PCC Sectretary Liz Gallagher 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Committee Chairs 

  Faith - Growth in Christ 

    Hope - Re-imagining Ministry 

  Love - Seeking the Common Good 

  St Nicholas’ 

  St Barnabas’ 

  Standing Committee 

 

Linda Eells and Joan 

Tick 

Colin Smith 

Phyl Pennell  

Michael Boag 

Sarah Upchurch 

Michael Boag PCC Treasurer  Max Perry 

Prayer Group Linda Eells 

Safeguarding Officers Noreen Oxlade 
Social Media Elizabeth Whyman 

Stewardship Officer (St Barnabas’) Stuart Sharpe 

St Nicholas Circle Max Perry 

Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am) Jenny Dobson 

Website Elizabeth Whyman 

Weddings Parish Office 
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June, July, August, Sept CALENDAR 
If you are travelling far, we recommend that you check dates and times either on the calendar on our 

website or with the office. 

 

When?  What? Where? 

Thur 7 June 8.00pm St Nicholas Circle St Barnabas' 

Wed 13 June 3.15pm Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School 

Wed 13 June 2.30pm Pastoral Assistants’ Tea St Barnabas' 

Thurs 14 June 2.30pm Julian Group St Nicholas' 

Sat 23 June  
12.00 – 

3.00pm 
Summer Fair 

St Barnabas' 

Wed 27 June 3.00pm Messy Church St Barnabas' 

Thur 28 June 7.30pm MU Meeting  St Barnabas' 

Tues 3 July 11.00am Home Communion, Lanehurst Gardens 

Sat 7 Jul 10.00am Saturday Market, St Barnabas' 

Mon 9 July 11.00am Julian Group St Barnabas' 

Wed 11 July 2.30pm Pastoral Assistants’ Tea St Barnabas' 

Wed 11 July 3.15pm Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School 

Thurs 12 July 2.30pm Julian Group St Nicholas' 

Sat 14 July 
6.00pm 

7.00pm 

Bar opens 

The Art of the Guitar – Virtuoso Classics 

St Nicholas' 

Wed 18 July 3.00pm Messy Church,  St Barnabas' 

Sun 29 July 3.00pm Bell-ringers host Afternoon Tea Rectory Lawn 

Tues 7 Aug 11.00am Home Communion, Lanehurst Gardens 

Wed 8 Aug 2.30pm Pastoral Assistants’ Tea St Barnabas' 

Thurs 9 Aug 2.30pm Julian Group St Nicholas' 

Mon 13 Aug 11.00am Julian Group St Barnabas' 

Sat 1 Sept 10.00am Saturday Market, St Barnabas' 

Tues 4 September 11.00am Home Communion, Lanehurst Gardens 

Thurs 6 September 8.00pm St Nicholas Circle St Barnabas' 

Mon 10 Sept 11.00am Julian Group St Barnabas' 

Wed 12 Sept 3.15pm Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School 

Wed 12 September 2.30pm Pastoral Assistants’ Tea St Barnabas' 

Thurs 13 Sept 2.30pm Julian Group St Nicholas' 

Fri 21 Sept midnight Deadline for copy for the next mag. Office@worthparish.org 

Sat 22 Sept  7.00pm  Copthorne Consort Concert St Nicholas’ 

Wed 26 Sept 3.00pm Messy Church  St Barnabas' 

Thur 27 Sept 7.30pm MU Meeting  St Barnabas' 

Sat 29 Sept 10.00 am MU Coffee Morning St Barnabas' 
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