
One of the best known images in 

Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel ceiling is the 

depiction of God and Adam. God the 

Father reaches out to touch Adam. The 

gesture is simple yet striking. It’s been 

reproduced countless times; often in 

advertising. What is so compelling about 

this image is seeing the immensity of God’s 

creative power contained in so small, so 

gentle and languid a gesture. What God 

unleashes in Creation he does with just the 

slightest effort. 

 

This tiny touch can be found in the First 

Letter of John. ‘In this is love, not that we 

loved God but that he loved us’. One of the 

problems of translation is how to get 

across the full sense of the original. In the 

Greek, the word for ‘he loved’ makes it 

clear that what happened, happened just 

the once—the action more like a single 

small point rather than a long line. In other 

words, God didn’t spend a lot of time 

trying to love us, or thinking about loving 

us, or working out how much he loved us. 

It was a single moment, like Adam in the 

Sistine Chapel, God’s single action, single 

touch of love, was enough, is enough, to 

create and sustain a whole universe. One 

touch from God sets us alight, inspiring us 

to respond to his love with love, as John 

writes, ‘Beloved, if God so loved us we also 

ought to love one another.’ 

 

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is 

of God, and he who loves is born of God 

and knows God…’ 
 Fr Michael 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to our services at  

St Barnabas in Pound Hill &  
St Nicholas in Worth 

  

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services as well as notices for everyone. 

Please do take it home and share it.  
 

There are soft toys and books available at 

the back of the church for children.  
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. If you 

are here for the first time, please introduce 

yourselves. After the 10.00 service on 

Sunday please join us for refreshments.  
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SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00 Holy Communion            St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher:        Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00 Sung Eucharist                 St Nicholas’  

Celebrant & Preacher:        Fr Michael Boag 

 

10.00  Eucharist        St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Sarah Upchurch 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 



Collect  
 

Almighty God, who through your only-

begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome 

death and opened to us the gate of 

everlasting life: 

grant that, as by your grace going before 

us you put into our minds good desires, 

so by your continual help we may bring 

them to good effect; 

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who 

is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

First Reading     

Acts 8.26-40 

Then an angel 

of the Lord 

said to Philip, 

‘Get up and 

go towards 

the south to 

the road that 

goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This 

is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 

went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 

queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 

entire treasury. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship and was returning 

home; seated in his chariot, he was 

reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit 

said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and 

join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard 

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked,  

‘Do you understand what you are 

reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless 

someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip 

to get in and sit beside him. Now the 

passage of the scripture that he was 

reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

so he does not open his mouth.  

 

In his humiliation justice was denied 

him. Who can describe his generation? 

 For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, 

may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 

about himself or about someone 

else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and 

starting with this scripture, he proclaimed 

to him the good news about Jesus. As 

they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, 

‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent 

me from being baptized?’ He commanded 

the chariot to stop, and both of them, 

Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 

water, and Philip baptized him. When they 

came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 

Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 

saw him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. But Philip found himself at 

Azotus, and as he was passing through the 

region, he proclaimed the good news to 

all the towns until he came to Caesarea.  

 

Psalm 

 22.25-31 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading 

1 John 4.7-21      

Beloved, let us love one another, because 

love is from God; everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. Whoever 

does not love does not know God, for 

God is love. God’s love was revealed 

among us in this way: God sent his only 

Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. In this is love, not that we 

loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 



sins. Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one 

another. No one has ever seen God; if we 

love one another, God lives in us, and his 

love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and 

he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. And we have seen and do testify 

that the Father has sent his Son as the 

Saviour of the world. God abides in those 

who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 

and they abide in God. So we have known 

and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love 

abide in God, and God abides in 

them. Love has been perfected among us 

in this: that we 

may have boldness 

on the day of 

judgement, 

because as he is, 

so are we in this 

world. There is no 

fear in love, but 

perfect love casts 

out fear; for fear 

has to do with 

punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection 

in love. We love because he first loved 

us. Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate 

their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 

those who do not love a brother or 

sister whom they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen. The 

commandment we have from him is this: 

those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also. 
    

Gospel 
John 15.1-8 
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vine-grower. He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 

bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit. You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken 

to you. Abide in me 

as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by 

itself unless it abides 

in the vine, neither 

can you unless you 

abide in me. I am 

the vine, you are 

the branches. Those 

who abide in me 

and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you 

can do nothing. Whoever does not abide 

in me is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. My Father is glorified by 

this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples. 
 

Post Communion 
 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is 

the way, the truth, and the life: 

grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in 

his truth, and to share his risen life; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
Tues 1    10.30 Eucharist  St Barnabas’  

Thurs 3    10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun 6 

May   

08.00 Holy 

Communion 

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist  St Barnabas’ 

10.00 Rogation 

Child-friendly  

Eucharist  

St Nicholas’ 

 

Sunday 6 May 2018 Easter 6 
Acts 10.44-48   Psalm 98 

1 John 5.1-6    John 15.9-17 

 

 

 
Thank you so much to Liz, Jane, Ann & Sue 

who put a lot of effort into this week’s quiz. 

£623 was raised.  Thanks to all who came. 



DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

Friday Lunch in the Pastoral Centre, 2 

courses and tea/coffee for £6.50. All 

welcome. To help with catering, please 

order tickets by 2 May for 4 May at the 

Pastoral Centre or by calling 0300 111 8150  
 

Mondays Cake Shop and Café at the 

Pastoral Centre on Monday afternoons, 

12.00 to 5.00pm. Fabulous cakes! 
 

Thurs 3 May – St Nicholas Circle Our 

very own Fr Michael is very kindly stepping 

into the breach and giving us a surprise talk. 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG at St. Nicholas 

on Sunday 6 May. The setting of the 

Canticles is Walmisley in D minor and the 

anthem is Though I speak with the tongues of 

men by Bairstow. Do come along to enjoy 

some beautiful music! 
 

Plant Sale at St. Barnabas Saturday 12 May 

10.00 am - 12 noon. Donations of  

plants etc to sell will be welcomed.  
 

Bring ‘n’ Share Lunch in the Pastoral 

Centre (and on the patio ~ weather 

permitting) 12 noon 20 May (to celebrate 

the Royal Wedding). Everyone welcome.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us at Messy Church! 
Just turn up for crafts,  

refreshments, activities,  

a song and a story at our:  
 

Wed 9 May 2018 Maidenbower Infant 

School Studio 15.15 – 16.30 
 

Wed 23 May 2018 St Barnabas Hall, 

15.00-16.45 including a light tea  
 

CONTACTS 
 

The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag           01293 882229  

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas 
Revd Sarah Upchurch    01293 524804 

vicarstb@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring (St B)          01293 513496  

Phyl Pennell (St B)          01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N)   01293 883388     

Colin Smith  (St N)         01293 889894  
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry            0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  

 

Forget-me-Not Café Tuesdays in the 

Pastoral Centre – Dementia–friendly café 

- lunches & refreshments 12.00 to 15.00  

 

                              

                                  Saturday 23 June 

                                  Please put the 

                                  date in your 

diary and arrange to bring along family 

and friends to enjoy what’s on offer. If 

you can help please contact the Office 

 

Project - Hall flooring. 

Our application to the Tesco Bags of 

Help Grant Scheme has been successful 

and our project will be put forward to a 

customer vote in 6 local Tesco stores 

during May and June 2018. Make sure 

you are given a token at the checkout (ask 

for one) and vote for us! We will be 

granted a minimum of £1000, but more if 

we receive the highest number of votes! 

Practise asking for tokens & voting for 

the current projects now! 

#getintothehabit 

 

At the APCM Gerald Sandwell and 

Sheila Dring were appointed as 

wardens with Colin Smith and Phyl 

Pennel as Deputies. We welcome Tony 

Chamier, Caroline Formby, Liz 

Gallagher and Geoff Saunders to the 

PCC and give grateful thanks to Linda 

Eells and Jane Stanford as they 

complete their tenure.  
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