
I’ve always had a soft spot for Thomas. In 

today’s Gospel reading, here he is, full of 

doubt – hence his nickname ‘Doubting 

Thomas’ -  wanting physical proof that it 

was really Christ appearing again on earth 

after his execution and resurrection.  

Thomas, however, had always been 

somewhat of a sceptic and so he was 

running true to form. When he had 

witnessed for himself Christ’s wounds, he 

then realised the divinity of Christ. ‘My 

Lord and my God’, he said – the first 

disciple to link these attributes together.  

St John’s Gospel is the only one to contain 

this particular account. It may be that St 

John wished to reinforce the point about 

faith without direct evidence since he had a 

strong sense of the ongoing significance of 

his Gospel. Later in the same chapter (Ch 

20: vs 30-31) St John explains to all his 

future readers ‘These (signs) are written so 

that you may come to believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may live in his name.’  

Our society is itself somewhat sceptical. It 

trusts (to an extent) the ‘reality’ that is 

accessed through scientific enquiry and can 

be dismissive of faith without scientific 

corroboration. Yet ‘love’ and its 

presentation through art, film and literature 

continue to occupy a great deal of our 

emotional lives, as does our understanding 

of beauty. Faith taps into a human reality 

that has very deep roots.  

We can so easily lose sight of the God who 

sent his Son into the world in order to be a 

part of all that humanity could throw at 

him. Christ’s resurrection gives us back, 

through faith, the very finest promise ever 

made to us on earth.                  Revd Gordon 
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Welcome to our services at  
St Barnabas in Pound Hill &  

St Nicholas in Worth  

 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services as well as notices for everyone. 

Please do take it home and share it.  
 

There are soft toys and books available at 

the back of the church for children.  
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. If you 

are here for the first time, please introduce 

yourselves. After the 10.00 service on 

Sunday please join us for refreshments.  
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SERVICES TODAY 
08.00 Holy Communion            St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher:   Revd Gordon Parry   
 

10.00 Eucharist                         St Nicholas’  

Celebrant & Preacher:        Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00   Eucharist                       St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry   
 

11.45 Baptism                    Fr Michael Boag 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 



Collect 

Almighty Father, you have given your only 

Son to die for our sins and to rise again 

for our justification: 

grant us so to put away the leaven of 

malice and wickedness that we may 

always serve you in pureness of living and 

truth; 

through the merits of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

First Reading 

Acts 4.32-35   

Now the whole group of 

those who believed were of 

one heart and soul, and no 

one claimed private 

ownership of any 

possessions, but everything 

they owned was held in 

common. With great power 

the apostles gave their 

testimony to the 

resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and great grace was 

upon them all. There was 

not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them 

and brought the proceeds 

of what was sold. They laid 

it at the apostles’ feet, and it 

was distributed to each as 

any had need. 
 

 

 

 

Psalm 133 
 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading 

1 John 1.1 - 2.2      

We declare to you what was from the 

beginning, what we have heard, what we 

have seen with our eyes, what we have 

looked at and touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life— this life was 

revealed, and we have seen it and testify 

to it, and declare to you the eternal life 

that was with the Father and was revealed 

to us— we declare to you what we have 

seen and heard so that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his 

Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these 

things so that our joy may be complete. 

 This is the message we have heard from 

him and proclaim to you, that God is light 

and in him there is no darkness at all. If 

we say that we have fellowship with him 

while we are walking in darkness, we lie 

and do not do what is true; but if we walk 

in the light as he 

himself is in the 

light, we have 

fellowship with 

one another, 

and the blood of 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 

say that we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he who is faithful and 

just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. If we say that we 

have not sinned, we make him a liar, and 

his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things 

to you so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins, and not for ours only but 

also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

 



Gospel 
John 20.19-31 
 

When it was evening on 

that day, the first day of 

the week, and the doors 

of the house where the 

disciples had met were 

locked for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and 

his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 

they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 

again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father 

has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had 

said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), 

one of the twelve, was not with them 

when Jesus came. So the other disciples 

told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he 

said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands, and put my finger in the 

mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 

will not believe.’ 

 A week later his disciples were again in 

the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 

with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach 

out your hand and put it in my side. Do 

not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered 

him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written 

so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that through believing you may have life in 

his name.  
 

Post Communion 

Lord God our Father, through our 

Saviour Jesus Christ you have assured 

your children of eternal life and in baptism 

have made us one with him: 

deliver us from the death of sin and raise 

us to new life in your love, in the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
Tues 10 

April 

10.30        

Eucharist  

St Barnabas’  

Thurs 

12 April 

10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun 15 

April   

08.00 Holy 

Communion 

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist  St Barnabas’ 

10.00 Sung 

Eucharist  

St Nicholas’ 

11.45 Baptism St Nicholas’ 
 

Sunday15 April 2018 Easter 3 
Acts 3.12-19          Psalm 4  

1 John 3.1-7             Luke 24.36b-48 

 

 

 

 

 



DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

Friday Lunch in the Pastoral Centre, 2 

courses and tea/coffee for £6.50. All 

welcome. To help with catering, please 

order tickets by 11 Apr for 13 Apr at the 

Pastoral Centre or by calling 0300 111 8150  
 

Mondays New Cake Shop and Café at 

the Pastoral Centre on Monday afternoons, 

12.00 to 5.00pm. Fabulous cakes! 
 

Summer Fair 23rd June 2018. Short  

planning meeting 09.45 in the Downstairs 

Meeting Room on Wed 18th April. 

Volunteers, please, from both churches are 

requested to help in arranging this event. 
 

Wed 18th April Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting, 7.30 pm, St Barnabas Church. 

Nomination papers are in both churches. A 

church warden and deputy warden are 

needed for each church (these are annual 

appointments). There are two vacancies for 

PCC membership at each church. Please ask 

the Church wardens for further details. 
  

The MOTHERS’ UNION meeting on 26th 

April will be a talk by the Revd. David 

Knight about his work as a hospice chaplain. 

Tea and coffee followed by Compline led by 

David Knight. Everyone (male or female)  

are very welcome to join us. 
 

Fri 27 April Quiz at St Barnabas Church 

Hall.  Teams of 6, people from outside the 

parish encouraged! Doors open at 19.15, 

food, jacket potatoes + chilli / bolognaise / 

baked beans / cheese at 19.30. Dessert 

during the interval.  £10 per person BYO 

drinks.  For catering please confirm numbers 

by Wed 25 Apr 0300 111 8150. 
 

City Lit Opera are singing in our lovely 

Saxon church of St Nicholas on Saturday 

28 April at 7pm. The programme ‘Tangled 

Webs' includes extracts from Giulio Cesare, 

Cosi fan tutte, Clemenza di Tito and The 

Gondoliers. Refreshments will be available at 

the end of the programme and a retiring 

collection received to offset expenses 

(minimum suggested donation £5). 
 

Project - Hall flooring. We are fortunate 

indeed that our application to the Tesco 

Bags of Help Grant Scheme has been 

successful and our project will be put 

forward to a customer vote in 6 local Tesco 

stores during May and June 2018. Make 

sure you are given a token at the checkout 

(ask for one) and vote for us! We will be 

granted a minimum of £1000, but more if 

we receive the highest number of votes! 

Practise asking for tokens & voting for the 

current projects now! #getintothehabit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us at Messy Church! 
Just turn up for crafts,  

refreshments, activities,  

a song and a story at our:  
 

Wed 18 Apr 2018 Maidenbower Infant 

School Studio 15.15 – 16.30 
 

Wed 25 Apr 2018 St Barnabas Hall, 

15.00-16.45 including a light tea  
 

Forget-me-Not Café Tuesdays in the 

Pastoral Centre – Dementia–friendly café 

- lunches & refreshments 12.00 to 15.00  

 

CONTACTS 
 

The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag           01293 882229  

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Vicar at St Barnabas 
Revd Sarah Upchurch    01293 524804 

vicarstb@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring (St B)          01293 513496  

Phyl Pennell (St B)          01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N)   01293 883388     

Colin Smith  (St N)         01293 889894  
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry            0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  
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