
 Selçuk is a town southern Turkey, about a 

mile or so northeast of the ancient city of 

Ephesus. Its original Greek name, Agios 

Theologos, refers to John the Theologian, 

by tradition, the Apostle John. And in the 

town are what’s left of a 6th-century 

basilica, said to have been built on the site 

of the Apostle's tomb. From there, we are 

told John wrote the three epistles 

attributed to him. All his writings are full of 

light and love and it is a nice curiosity that 

not far from the basilica built over his 

grave, built in honour of this writer of the 

unconditional love of God, is a street called 

‘Love Street.’ It is a respectable tourist 

shopping and eating area running along the 

base of a hill on which stands the ancient 

church. While there is no indication as to 

how it came by its name, how nice to find a 

street called Love, near the place that 

honours John and the love-filled writings 

that bear his name. 

 

The Christmas feast, which comes to an 

end with the Feast of the Presentation of 

Christ in the Temple, celebrates the light of 

truth and peace coming into a world 

darkened by violence and greed, the purity 

of divine shining love into the somewhat 

sordid, squalid and altogether messy human 

condition. But however inadequate the 

human response, John’s simple observation, 

‘in this is love, not that we loved God but 

that he loved us’ reminds us that God is 

with us, before us and beside us at all times. 
Fr Michael 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth  

 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services as well as notices for everyone. 

Please do take it home and share it.  
 

There are soft toys and books available at 

the back of the church for children.  
 

At Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. If you 

are here for the first time, please introduce 

yourselves. After the 10.00 service on 

Sunday please join us for refreshments.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

28 

January 

18 

SERVICES TODAY  
 

 

08.00 Holy Communion            St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher:        Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00 Eucharist                         St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher:   Revd Gordon Parry 
 

10.00 Candlemas Family Eucharist  St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:         Fr Michael Boag 
 

12.00 Baptism       St Nicholas’       

       Revd Gordon Parry 



Collect 

God our creator, who in the beginning 

commanded the light to shine out of 

darkness: we pray that the light of the 

glorious gospel of Christ may dispel the 

darkness of ignorance and unbelief, shine 

into the hearts of all your people, and 

reveal the knowledge of your glory in the 

face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

First Reading     
Proverbs 8. 1, 22-31 

Does not wisdom call, 

and does not 

understanding raise her 

voice? 

The Lord created me at 

the beginning of his work, the first of his 

acts of long ago.  

Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before 

the beginning of the earth.  

When there were no depths I was 

brought forth, when there were no 

springs abounding with water.  

Before the mountains had been shaped, 

   before the hills, I was brought forth—  

when he had not yet made earth and 

fields, or the world’s first bits of soil.  

When he established the heavens, I was 

there, when he drew a circle on the face 

of the deep,  

so that the waters might not transgress 

his command, 

when he made firm the skies above, 

  when he established the fountains of the 

deep, when he assigned to the sea its 

limit, when he marked out the 

foundations of the earth,  

   then I was beside him, like a master 

worker; and I was daily his delight,  
   rejoicing before him always,  

rejoicing in his inhabited world 

   and delighting in the human race.  

Psalm 

104.  

26-37 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading 

Colossians 1. 15-20 

He is the image of 

the invisible God, the 

firstborn of all 

creation; for in him 

all things in heaven 

and on earth were 

created, things visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or powers—all 

things have been created through him 

and for him. He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold 

together. He is the head of the body, 

the church; he is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in 

everything. For in him all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell, and through 

him God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or 

in heaven, by making peace through the 

blood of his cross. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues 30 

January  

10.30        

Eucharist 

St Barnabas’  

Thurs 1 

February 

10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 

4 

February   

08.00 Holy 

Communion 

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Sung 

Child Friendly 

Eucharist  

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist St Barnabas’  
 

Readings for next week 

Psalm 24 

Luke 2. 22-40 



Gospel                     
John 1. 1-14.   

In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word 

was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All 

things came into being 

through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What 

has come into being in him was life, and 

the life was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. The 

true light, which enlightens everyone, was 

coming into the world. 

 He was in the world, and the world came 

into being through him; yet the world did 

not know him. He came to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept 

him. But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God, who were born, 

not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 

of the will of man, but of God. 

 And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 

and truth. 

 

 

 
 

Post Communion 

Generous Lord, in word and eucharist we 

have proclaimed the mystery of your love: 

help us so to live out our days that we 

may be signs of your wonders in the 

world; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Join us at Messy Church! 
Just turn up for crafts, refreshments, 

activities, a song and a story at our:  

 
 Wed 7 February Maidenbower 15.15 – 

16.30 
 

Wed 21 February 2018 St Barnabas 

Hall, 15.00-16.45 including a light tea  
 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

The Children’s Society 

The annual box holders’ cash count for 

2017 realised a total of £507.34 which, 

together with gift aid, where 

appropriate, produced a grand total of 

£583.04. Grateful thanks go to all of 

our supporters. 

Brenda Booker 

 



DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

Friday Lunch in the Pastoral Centre, 2 

courses and tea/coffee for £6.50. All 

welcome. To help with catering, please 

order tickets by 31st Jan for 2nd Feb at the 

P C or by calling 0300 111 8150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thurs 1st February St Nicholas Circle  

20.00 A fun quiz to get you talking. 
 

CANDLEMAS - a Christian Festival 

of Light 

On Sun 4 February at St Nicholas’, at 

10am, we will be celebrating the Feast of 

the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 

Candlemas, with a child-friendly Eucharist 

(adults welcome too!). It brings the 

Christmas season to an end for another 

year; so come dressed for a party! 
  

PARISH LENT COURSE - 'Inspired 

to follow Art and the Bible Story’, led 

by Fr Michael Boag, will begin on 

Saturday February 17th at 2.00pm in 

the Pastoral Centre and continue weekly 

until March 17th. The Course will be 

preceded by a Lent Soup Lunch at 

1.00pm, also in the Pastoral Centre. 

Donations will be accepted for World 

Team Bank. All are welcome!  
 

CURC -  Lent Course  

“Walking the Way” Tuesday February 

20th at 2.00pm at Crawley United 

Reformed Church for 5 weeks, all are 

welcome.   

Saturday 24 February 10.00-12 noon 

There will be a Book, Plant and Toy Sale 

in the Pastoral Centre in aid of St. 

Barnabas Fabric Fund, current project Hall 

Refurbishment. Please save your good 

condition books and toys for us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONTACTS 

 

The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag  01293 882229  

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 

 

Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring (St B)          01293 513496  

Phyl Pennell (St B)          01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N)   01293 883388     

Colin Smith  (St N)         01293 889894  
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry 0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  

 

Worth Book Club will be meeting in 

the Centre on the Monday 29th Jan at 

19.00. If you are interested contact 

the Parish Office or just turn up! 

TODAY Sun 28th  Jan 2.30-4.30pm 

Free of Charge Seniors Tea Party at St 

Elizabeth’s opposite Northgate Shops. 
Tea, cake, dancing entertainment from 

the children and board games!  

Family Activities 

January 100 Club winners 

 
£100   -   Ann Phillipson 

£50     -   Don Hewerdine 

£25     -   Joan Pallett 

£25     -   Richard Sidaway 
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