
WHAT ON EARTH IS GOING ON? 

It’s a phrase heard or used to express 

surprise about something. 

It’s actually a good phrase about the meaning 

of Christmas.  We need to think more about 

the real meaning of Christmas and not focus 

too much on the traditional stories about 

angels, shepherds, stars and a baby in a 

manger, which are only mentioned in two of 

the Gospels, Luke and Matthew. The stories 

are not literal accounts of an event and as I 

have said before, we should stop asking “Did 

it happen just like that?” and instead ask 

“What does this actually mean?”. 

The Gospel writers wanted to portray what 

we call The Incarnation in a practical and 

pictorial way to emphasise its importance and 

hence, for us, the carols and cribs which are 

so special at Christmas time. 

For me, one of the best and most authentic 

passages in the New Testament is from the 

First Letter of John which you will find just 

before the book of Revelation. 

“That which was from the beginning, which 

we have heard, which we have seen with our 

own eyes, which we have looked upon and 

touched with our hands, we proclaim also to 

you so you may have fellowship with us and 

our fellowship is with the Father and with His 

Son Jesus Christ”. 

Here is hands on evidence of the wonder of 

Christ’s Presence on earth.  Jesus is real.  He 

has shared what it is like to be human.  He 

had the same experiences as we have – pain 

and sorrow as well as joy.  He experienced 

being misunderstood, hated, rejected and, of 

course, death itself.  Bishop Gregory of Nyssa 

circa 300 AD, said “God is not an object to 

be understood, but a mystery to be loved”. 

It’s always about love in the end and the word 

’love’ runs through the New Testament like a 

golden thread. 

Christmas Blessings                          Roger 

 
 

 

Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth and St Barnabas’ 
in Pound Hill. 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 
services & notices for everyone. It is for 

you to take home and share. There are 
soft toys and books available at the back 
of the church for children. At 

Communion, everyone is welcome to 
come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread & wine. If you 
are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves. We’d love you to 
join us for refreshments after the 

service. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17th   

December  

Advent 3 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00 Holy Communion        St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry 
 

10.00 Sung Eucharist             St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher:    Fr Michael Boag  
 

10.00 Eucharist                    St Barnabas’  

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd David Knight  
 

11.30 Baptism       St Barnabas’ 

                                  Revd David Knight 

16.00 Carols for All                St Barnabas’ 

               Fr Michael Boag 

18.30 9 Lessons & Carols        St Nicholas’ 

                                       Fr Michael Boag 

 



Collect  

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first 

coming sent your messenger to prepare 

your way before you: grant that the 

ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready 

your way by turning the hearts of the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the 

world we may be found an acceptable 

people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen 
 

First Reading  
1Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11 
 

The Good News of Deliverance 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

   because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the 

oppressed, 

   to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

   and release to the prisoners;  

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour, 

   and the day of vengeance 

of our God; 

   to comfort all who 

mourn;  
to provide for those who 

mourn in Zion— 

   to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

   the mantle of praise instead of a faint 

spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

   the planting of the LORD, to display his 

glory.  

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

   they shall raise up the former 

devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

   the devastations of many generations.  

For I the LORD love justice, 

   I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, 

   and I will make an everlasting covenant 

with them.  

Their descendants shall be known among 

the nations, 

   and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 

   that they are a people whom 

the LORD has blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

   my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments 

of salvation, 

   he has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland, 

   and as a bride adorns herself with her 

jewels.  

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

   and as a garden causes what is sown in 

it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness 

and praise 

   to spring up before all the 

nations.  

 

  

Psalm 126  

 

 

 

Second Reading 
 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24 

 



Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do 

not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the 

words of prophets, but test everything; 

hold fast to what is good; abstain from 

every form of evil. 

 May the God of peace himself sanctify 

you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 

and body be kept sound and blameless at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 

one who calls you is faithful, and he will 

do this. 

 
 

Gospel 

John 1.6-8,19-28 

There was a man sent 

from God, whose name 

was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might 

believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to 

the light. 

The Testimony of 

John the Baptist 

 This is the testimony given by John when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He 

confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And 

they asked him, ‘What then? Are you 

Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the 

prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ Then they 

said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an 

answer for those who sent us. What do 

you say about yourself?’ He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

 Now they had been sent from the 

Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the 

Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John 

answered them, ‘I baptize with water. 

Among you stands one whom you do not 

know, the one who is coming after me; I 

am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across 

the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

Post Communion 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these 

heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your 

Spirit that when your Christ comes again 

we may shine as lights before his face; 

who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 

Amen 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues  

19th  

10.30 Eucharist St Barnabas’  

Thurs 

21st   

10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun 

24th 

Dec 

08.00 Holy 

Communion 
St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Sung 

Eucharist  

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Family 

Communion & Crib 

Service 

St Barnabas’ 

16.00 Crib Service St Nicholas’ 

23.30 Midnight Mass St Nicholas’ 
 

Readings for Sun 24th December 

Advent 4 
2 Samuel 7.1-11,16 

Canticle: Magnificat or Psalm 89.1-4,19-26* 

Romans 16.25-27         Luke 1.26-38 

Messy Church 
Wed 10th  Jan 18 

Maidenbower Infants School 15.15-16.45 
 

Wed 24th Jan 18 
St Barnabas Hall    

15.00 – 16.45               

Old and new friends welcome! 

 

Thank you to all who attended the Christingle 

service at St Nicholas on Dec 3rd. £61.50 was 

collected for the Children’s Society – with over 

half gift aided which will increase the total. 

 



DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

5th January Lunch in the Pastoral 

Centre, 2 courses + tea / coffee - £6.50. 

All welcome. Please order tickets by 3rd 

Jan (for catering) for 5th Jan at the PC or 

call 0300 111 8150.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tues 9th Jan 18 18.00 Magazine 

Team Meeting at The Rectory. All 

contributions   welcomed! 
 

Christmas Cards 

Christmas cards featuring a painting of St 

Nicholas Church by Father Roger Brown 

are still available. They come in packs of 5 

cards priced at £2.50 per pack. See Joan 

Pallett please 
 

Christmas closures- the Pastoral 

Centre Cafe will close at 12 noon on 

Tuesday 19th December and will reopen 

at 10.30 am on Tuesday 2nd January. All 

other bookings will go ahead as arranged 

by the various groups. 
 

Recycling: Please save used postage 

stamps and bring them to the Pastoral 

Centre - these are passed to St. 

Catherine’s hospice. Thank you 
 

WE NEED YOUR TIME & TALENT! 

Our churches need volunteers to clean; 

garden, ring bells, sing in the choir; arrange 

flowers, become servers, serve in the 

Pastoral Centre, & various other roles. 

Please consider donating an hour or more 

to help keep our churches running 

smoothly!  

You could become part of a group or offer 

your time to suit you! 

Please contact the Rector or the 

Office to find out how YOU could 

help! 

January Thank you Party  

Fr Michael requests the pleasure of the 

company of all the retired volunteers who 

have given of their time so much in the past, 

but are now officially ‘discharged’. If you are, 

or you know of, these people please let Sue 

in the office know by 31 Dec 17, so that an 

official invitation can be sent.  

CONTACTS 
 

The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag  01293 882229  

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 

 

Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring (St B)          01293 513496  

Phyl Pennell (St B)          01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N)   01293 883388     

Colin Smith  (St N)         01293 889894  
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry 0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  

 

Christmas Wishes 

Rather than sending individual cards to 

your friends in the congregation why 

not ‘send to all’ and put a message on 

one/other/both boards in the churches 

and give the money saved to our 

Christmas Charities.   

The Children’s Society – 

Arrangements will be made early in 

2018 for the collection of the home-held 

savings’ boxes for the annual cash count. 

Grateful thanks to all the supporters. 

Brenda Booker 

Our Christmas Charities 2017 are: 

  

         
 

 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:office@worthparish.org

