
We can understand Advent (from the Latin 

‘adventus’ – arrival or coming) in three 

different ways. During this, the first season of 

the Church’s year, we anticipate the birth of 

Christ in human form at Bethlehem with due 

patience and hope. Carols and a variety of 

particular services enable us to express this 

hope and the yearning attached to this 

anticipation. This is followed by the Christmas 

narrative with which we are very familiar.  

We are also reminded that it is embedded 

within the Christian faith that Christ will 

appear again, although we are not privy to 

the circumstances in which that will take 

place.  

There is, thirdly, our understanding that 

Christ is always present – if we can but 

acknowledge him – in our hearts.  

Perhaps the special significance of Advent is 

that it helps the anticipation of Christ’s 

physical birth as an event on this earth in 

‘real time’ to resonate in our hearts and to 

energise us to seek Christ within ourselves 

and within the situations we face in our 

daily lives. This is not always easy because 

what life throws at us often seems 

challenging and far removed from God. 

However, we recall that the circumstances 

of Christ’s birth and many of the situations 

he faced in his life and ministry were 

themselves far from comfortable. Christ 

was God incarnate and this was, we 

believe, a deliberate act of identification by 

God with the warp and weft of human life 

so that we could know that God, through 

Christ, would always be with us in our 

sorrows as well as our joys. None of this 

waves a magic wand over our lives on earth 

but it offers supreme hope, comfort and 

the promise of eternity – a promise like no 

other.                                               Gordon 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to our services at  
St Nicholas’ in Worth and St Barnabas’ 

in Pound Hill. 
This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services & notices for everyone. It is for 

you to take home and share. There are 

soft toys and books available at the back 
of the church for children. At 

Communion, everyone is welcome to 
come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread & wine. If you 
are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves. We’d love you to 
join us for refreshments after the 

service. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect  
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away 

the works of darkness and to put on the  

3rd  

December  

Advent 1 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00 Holy Communion        St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher:    Fr Michael Boag 
 

10.00 Sung Eucharist             St Nicholas’       

Celebrant & Preacher:    Fr Michael Boag  
 

10.00 Eucharist                    St Barnabas’  

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd David Knight  
 

11.30 Christingle                  St Nicholas’       

             Fr Michael Boag 

18.30 Candlelight Advent      St Nicholas’       

 Carol Service    Fr Michael Boag 

 



Collect 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away 

the works of darkness and to put on the 

armour of light, now in the time of this 

mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to us in great humility; that on the last 

day, when he shall come again in his glorious 

majesty to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal;  

through him who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen 
 

First Reading  
Isaiah 64.1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens 

and come down, 

   so that the mountains would quake at 

your presence—  

as when fire kindles brushwood 

   and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your 

adversaries, 

   so that the nations might tremble at 

your presence!  

When you did awesome deeds that we 

did not expect, 

   you came down, the mountains quaked 

at your presence.  

From ages past no one has heard, 

   no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

   who works for those who wait for him.  

You meet those who gladly do right, 

   those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 

   because you hid yourself we 

transgressed.  

We have all become like one who is 

unclean, 

   and all our righteous deeds are like a 

filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 

away.  

There is no one who calls on your name, 

   or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

and have delivered us into the hand of our 

iniquity.  

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

   we are 

the clay, 

and you are 

our potter; 

   we are all 

the work of 

your hand.  

Do not be 

exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 

   Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

 

Psalm  
80.1-8,18-20* 
 

 

 
 

Second Reading  

1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

I give thanks to my God always for you 

because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way 

you have been enriched in him, in speech 

and knowledge of every kind— just as the 

testimony of Christ has been 

strengthened among you— so that you 

are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He will also strengthen you to the 

end, so that you 

may be blameless 

on the day of our 

Lord Jesus 

Christ. God is 

faithful; by him you 

were called into 

the fellowship of 

his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Gospel  

Mark 13.24-37 

The Coming of the Son of Man 

 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

   and the moon will not give its light,  

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

   and the powers in the heavens will be 

shaken.  

Then they will see “the Son of Man 

coming in clouds” with great power and 

glory. Then he will send out the angels, 

and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven. 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 

 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as 

soon as its branch becomes tender and 

puts forth its leaves, you know that 

summer is near. So also, when you see 

these things taking place, you know that 

he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell 

you, this generation will not pass away 

until all these things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will not pass away. 

The Necessity 

for 

Watchfulness 

 ‘But about that 

day or hour no 

one knows, 

neither the 

angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but 

only the 

Father. Beware, 

keep alert; for 

you do not know 

when the time 

will come. It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 

each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you 

do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or 

else he may find you asleep when he 

comes suddenly. And what I say to you I 

say to all: Keep awake.’  
 

Post Communion 

O Lord our God, make us watchful and 

keep us faithful as we await the coming of 

your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, he may not 

find us sleeping in sin, but active in his 

service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues  5th 

Dec 

10.30 Eucharist St 

Barnabas’  

Wed 6th 

Dec  

14.30 Funeral 

Alan Quine 

St Nicholas’ 

Thurs 

7th Dec 

10.30 Eucharist 

13.15 Funeral 

St Nicholas’ 

Sun 

10th  

Dec 

08.00 Holy 

Communion 
St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Sung 

Eucharist  

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist St 

Barnabas’ 

12.00 Baptism St Nicholas’ 
 

Readings for Sun 10th December 

Advent 2 

Isaiah 40.1-11 Psalm 85.1-2,8-13* 2 

Peter 3.8-15a Mark 1.1-8 

Messy Church 
 

Wed 6th Dec 17 

Maidenbower Infants School 15.15-16.45 

 

Wed 13th Dec 17 

St Barnabas Hall  

15.00 – 17.00 
 

Old and new friends welcome! 

 



DIARY NOTES & NOTICES 
 

Friday lunches 12.30 in the Pastoral 

Centre, 2 courses + tea / coffee - £6.50. 

All welcome. Please order tickets by 6th 

Dec (for catering) for 8th Dec at the PC 

or call 0300 111 8150 
 

Wednesday 6th December 2.30pm 

at St. Nicholas: Funeral of Alan Quine.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tues. December 5th 14.00 Forest 

Row R.N.L.I. Choir Christmas Concerts. 

Chequer Mead, East Grinstead. Tickets £5 

/ £4 01342 302000. Sat. December 9th 

14.30 Trinity Methodist Church East 

Grinstead. Tickets £6 01342 324196 & 

Sat. December 16th 19.30 Freshfield Hall, 

Forest Row. Tickets £ 10 01342 324196. 

All raising funds for the RNLI 
 

Friday 15th December at 12.30 pm 

Christmas lunch in the Pastoral Centre. 

Turkey and trimmings, Christmas pudding, 

mince pies and soft drinks. Bring your 

own alcohol. Tickets £10.50 each available 

from the Pastoral Centre or (01293) 

883362. All welcome. 
 

Tues 9th Jan 18 Magazine Team 

Meeting. All contributions welcomed 
 

Christmas Cards 

Christmas cards featuring a painting of St 

Nicholas Church by Father Roger Brown 

are still available. They come in packs of 5 

cards priced at £2.50 per pack. See Joan 

Pallett please 
 

NEEDED: another cleaner to join the St. 

Nic’s team to help with the toilet block 

once a month! Please contact: Noreen 

Oxlade 884172 if you are able to help! 

CONTACTS 
 

The Rector  
Fr Michael Boag  01293 882229  

rector@worthparish.org (Tues-Sun) 
 

St Barnabas’ Churchwardens 
Sheila Dring  01293 513496  

Phyl Pennell  01293 883362 
 

St Nicholas’ Churchwardens 
Gerald Sandwell  01293 883388     

Colin Smith  01293 889894  
 

Worth Parish Office  

Sue Perry 0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org  

 

100 years on, but not forgotten 
 

This weekend we remember William 

Ernest Humphrey who died on  

30/11/1917. Lance Corporal 31352, 

16th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers; 

William was a late victim of the Battle of 

Passchendaele, who just disappeared in 

the mud and is commemorated on the 

Tyne Cot Memorial. He also served in 

the Army Veterinary Corps. His 

connection with this area is unclear; he 

was born around 1891, son of a Mrs 

Jane Humphrey of Wealdstone. 

 

PRAYER GROUP 

The next Parish Prayer Group 

is at St Barnabas 7.30pm 

Friday 8th December.  

All welcome especially new friends. 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 
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