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REGULABERVICES

Our regularservicesare shownbelow;, a calendarat the backof this magazin@letailsspeciakervices,
groupsandeventshappeninghroughoutthe next two months

St Nichola@Worth St Barnaba®PoundHil
Surdays | 08.00 Holy Communion 10.00 1st,2nd,and3rd Sunday-
(Book of CommonPrayer,1662) Eucharist

10.00 4th Sundays
1 24 DecemberfFamilyCommunion
and CribService
1 28 JanuaryFamily Eucharist

10.00 5th Sunday 31 December- No
servicehere. Pleasgoin usat St
Ni c h tol carérishEucharist

10.00 Sungtucharist
(CommonWorship)

Mondays No services No services

Tueglays No services 10.30 Eucharist

15:00 MessyChurchatStBar nab a

Wednesdays Noservices on 13 Decemberand24 January
Thursdays | 10.30 Eucharist No services
Fridaysand . .
No services No services
Saturdays

You canalsojoin usat:

TheStudioMaidenbowdénfans SchooRH1¥RA

6 Decemberand10 January 15:15 MessyChurch in Maidenbower
(2nd Wed of the month in term times)

St BarnabasCafeRH1ODY

Mondaysgterm-times) 14.00-16.00 Popin for acakeandadrink. Gamesalsoavailable.
Tuesdayskridays Saturdays 10.30-12.00 Popin for acakeandadrink
Thursdays 14.00-16.00 Knit andNatter -bringanycraftsto do
Fridays 12.30 Lunches prebooktickets (£6.50)
by calling01293883362

Churcinthe PubCoachinglaltMaidenbow&H107ZJ

LastFridayof the month | 20:30-late A pint down the pubwith friends

Worth ParishOffice,StB a r n &huects Worth Road,Crawley,RH107DY
©03001118150@ office@worthparismrg.uk@ worthparish.orgn facebook.com/WorthParish
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CONTACUS

If you havea BaptismWeddingor general
enquiry,pleasecallthe officeon 0300111 81500r
emailoffice@worthparish.org

To contactFr. Michael pleasephone01293
882229Tuesdayto Sundayr emailhim at
rector@worthparish.org

Sendarticles,photos,informationandjokesfor
the magazinéo magazine@worthparish.org

FROMIHERECTOR

Cinnamongclove,orangeare all flavoursof
Christmas-in biscuitsandcakesandstuffinghung
in baggto sweetenthe air, gentlyflavouringmulled
wine or cider. Suchistheir potencyfor usthat
the tasteandsmellof them on their own, or when
combined simplywhispersto our senseghe
magicword, Christmas! Theyare suchanintegral
part of the seasongonsciouslyr unconsciouslyif
they werent there, somehowChristmaswouldn't
be Christmas. Theyare so familiarwe forget they
don't originatefrom here but are exotic imports
from distantorientallands. Christianitytoo has
beenpart of our culture for suchalongtime we
tend to think of it asa product of western
civilisationand,like the spicesforgetits eastern
originsandlikewiseforget that so muchof our
westerncivilisationhasbeenformed andinfused
by Christianity.

If the festivedisheswe so enjoywere made
without the clovesand cinnamonandoranges,
they would still be sweetcakeswarmedwine and
so on but they would somehowbe lacking. We
mightnot notice at first, just perhapsbe aware
there wassomethingmissinga certainsubtle
differencethat turns the ordinaryinto the
wonderful.

The key ingredientin life that turns the ordinary
into the wonderfulis the chiefcausefor our
celebrationat Christmas. It is, of course,love.

Not to saythat the birth of Jesusnarksthe birth
of love. Butunconditionalove suchasaloving
creator showshis creationby givingfreedomof
choice unconditionalove that saysd will still love
you evenwhenyou do not love me @ngconditional
love that saysnot eventhe painsof crucifixionand

4

You canalsofind up to dateinformationhere:

i @ www.worthparish.org
i n facebook.com/WortlParish

i twitter.com/worthparish

deathwill preventme from lovingyou; suchlove
that turns the ordinaryinto the wonderful.

The seventeentkcentury metaphysicgboet
RichardCrashawwrote this aboutthe birth of
Jesus:

Thatonherlap shecastherhumblesye GTisthe
sweeprideof herhumility.

Thefair staris wellfixt, for where© whereCouldshe
havefixtit ona fairersphere?

0 THeaven) tHeawershesees,
H e a v @Godtlieelies;
ShecanseeHeavenandn e {iftaup hereyes:

ThisnewGuesto hereyesnewlawshathgivend T wa s

oncel.ookup,d tnewsLookdownto Heaven.

Crashawdied at the ageof thirty-six in the year
King Charleswasexecuted andwasthe sonof a
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prominentPuritanminister. However, despite or
maybebecausef this, he took anoppositeview
to hisfather'stheologyandunlike him, rather
liked the celebrationof Christmas.

And perhapshispoemhintsat the power he
sensedn this greatfeast.

0 THeavend tHeawersheseesH e a v @Godtliese
liesg O T wacslookup,6 tnowsLookdownto
Heaven.

Not justthe imageof the Mother Marywith her
babybut of awhole newway- newlawshathgiven
- for usto perceiveGod. No longerthe remote
lofty judgeof ancientLawand Commandmenbut
here with us,in our midst,knowingour human
conditionfrom its most vulnerablesxperience.

DOMINIC SMITH
PHOTOGRAPHY

CHANGE OF
SERVICE TIME

|

|

|

' Remember that the Sung
I Eucharist on Sunday

' mornings at StNi ¢ h o
I now begins at 10am.

Thiscanactuallybe quite difficultfor people.
How mucheasierto believein the elemental
forcesof natureor chancepr in anauthoritarian
deity that passegudgementandfindsus wanting,
demandssubmissiorwithout compassioror
engagementThe messagef the birth of Jesuss
that of heavermmeetingearth. God, to us,speaks
words of love andevenwhenour counter
argumentis atale of fearandgreed,selfishness
andshame Yet despiteour obtusenesspur
persistencean gettingthe wrong end of the stick,
he neveroncegivesup.

Maythe blessingsf Christmasbe with you now
andin the yearto come.

TO HIRE

T StNi ¢ h oCharshd- fantastic
acoustics and seats 150

1 StBar n a Klusch Hall - 10m
by 10m, seats 105 with kitchen
and garden

1 Pastoral Centre - a carpeted
room and café seating up to 40

1 StBar na bawstairs
Meeting Room 3.5m x 3.5m room
with small kitchen and patio to
garden. Seats up to 15 (or 8
around a large round table)

Fr.Michael

For rates, please see
www.worthparish.org/venuehirer
emailoffice@worthparish.org
to discuss your individual requirement
or arrange a look around.



http://www.worthparish.org/venuehire
mailto:office@worthparish.org

NEWS

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Thank you to all who
supporied Operation
ChristmasChild
recently.

As you remember,
shoeboxes argjiven
unconditionally,
regardlesof
backgroundor
religion to youngsters
who have been
affectedby war,
poverty,natural
disaster famineor
disease

Worth Parish were
featured in the
Crawley Observer,
with the photo on this
page, which shows a

few of the children organizing this and sorting th4
who donated some of onward journey of the boxes
the 50 shoeboxes we  Which are now on their way
collected. Special to bringing a litit happiness to
thanks go to Sue Perry other young people.

"N#"’&
Tdav e %2
at‘t occo);.

FUNNIES

Just went to an emotional wedding.
€ ven the cake was in tiers.

MGC

Fully Insured ' Qualified
Marshalls Garden Care - \\PTC

Crown reduction Dead wooding

Tree thinning

Tree removal

For a FREE estimation please call 07851 222204
or email enquiries@marshallsgardencare.com

Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

CONGRATULATIONM

Best wishes to those baptisedaently in

our parish including Jamie William Fish, Fi
Leo Bowden, Henry McLalylares, Jasper
David Alexsen and Francesca Lily May Ell
And also to those n
since the last magazine was published: Sc
McGovern and Emma Audrey Buaste,
Genair Ebeneezer Otoo and Lauren Jane
Dunstan, and Philip John Oldfield and
Rebecca Jayne Arthur.

WINTERSHALI
NATIVITY

Experience the Christmas story
in adramatic and intimatevay,
begimingin the open aitbefore
sittingin the atmospheric barn
to watchthe story unfold This
Is the perfect opportunity to
reflect on the birth of Jesus
Shows13-17th December

Tickets atwww.wintershall
estate.com/nativitplay
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REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY

At St Ni c h gdinad$ob ,
Remembranc&undayby the lovely
Scoutsfrom 4th Worth who really
appreciated and added to the
occasion, and read out the names of
the fallen so beautifully

Revd Cavid Knight took the service a
St Barnabasd and
sermon there.

Pictures show Jane Stanford putting
finishing touches to the Remembran:
fl owers at St Bal
procession at the start of the service
at St Ni chol sasisging

the I ntroit and |
Requiem.

One lady commented after the
service that she got goosebumps
listening to the sopranos singing
Paradisiurat the end, so thanks to all
involved in organizing our services.



















































