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REGULAR SERVICES 

Our regular services are shown below; a calendar at the back of this magazine details special services, 

groups and events happening throughout the next two months. 

 St NicholasΩΣ Worth St BarnabasΩΣ Pound Hil l 
 

Sundays 

 

 

08.00  Holy Communion  

 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

 

 

10.00  Sung Eucharist  

 (Common Worship)  

 
 

 

 

10.00 1st,, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays -  

 Eucharist  
 

10.00 4th Sundays 

¶ 24 December, Family Communion 
and Crib Service 

¶ 28 January,  Family Eucharist 
 
 
 

10.00 5th Sunday, 31 December - No 

 service here.  Please join us at St 

 Nicholasõ for our Parish Eucharist.  
Mondays  No services  No services 

Tuesdays  No services 10.30  Eucharist 

Wednesdays  No services 
15:00 Messy Church at St Barnabasõ 
 on 13 December and 24 January 

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist   No services 

Fridays and 

Saturdays 
 No services  No services 

 

You can also join us at: 
 

The Studio Maidenbower Infants School RH10 7RA 
 

6 December and 10 January 
(2nd Wed of the month in term times) 

 

15:15   Messy Church in Maidenbower 

 

St Barnabasô Cafe RH10 7DY 
Mondays (term-times) 14.00-16.00  Pop in for a cake and a drink. Games also available. 

Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays 10.30-12.00  Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Thursdays 14.00-16.00  Knit and Natter -bring any crafts to do 

Fridays 12.30   Lunches - prebook tickets (£6.50)  

  by calling 01293 883362 
 

Church in the Pub Coaching Halt Maidenbower RH10 7ZJ 
Last Friday of the month 20:30-late  A pint down the pub with friends 

  
 

Worth  Parish Office, St Barnabasõ Church, Worth  Road, Crawley, RH10 7DY 

0300 111 8150  office@worthparish.org.uk  worthparish.org  facebook.com/WorthParish 

tel:01342%20322386
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
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Take part in our nativity at 4pm on Christmas Eve  
at St Nicholasā   Please email  tickjoan@gmail.com   

or come to rehearsals at St Nicholasā on Thursday  
December 21 and Friday December 22 at 4pm. 

file:///C:/Users/Elizabeth/Documents/Church/Magazine/2017%20Issues/December%202017/dECEMBERMag_backup2Lightened.docx%23_Toc499627168
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CONTACT US 
If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or 

email office@worthparish.org   

To contact Fr. Michael, please phone 01293 

882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email him at 

rector@worthparish.org 

Send articles, photos, information and jokes for 

the magazine to magazine@worthparish.org 

You can also find up to date information here: 

¶   www.worthparish.org 

¶   facebook.com/WorthParish  

¶   twitter.com/worthparish
 

 

FROM THE RECTOR
Cinnamon, clove, orange are all flavours of 

Christmas -in biscuits and cakes and stuffing, hung 

in bags to sweeten the air, gently flavouring mulled 

wine or cider.  Such is their potency for us that 

the taste and smell of them on their own, or when 

combined, simply whispers to our senses the 

magic word, Christmas!  They are such an integral 

part of the season, consciously or unconsciously, if 

they weren't there, somehow Christmas wouldn't 

be Christmas.  They are so familiar we forget they 

don't originate from here but are exotic imports 

from distant oriental lands.  Christianity too has 
been part of our culture for such a long time we 

tend to think of it as a product of western 

civilisation and, like the spices, forget its eastern 

origins and likewise forget that so much of our 

western civilisation has been formed and infused 

by Christianity. 

If the festive dishes we so enjoy were made 

without the cloves and cinnamon and oranges, 

they would still be sweet cakes, warmed wine and 

so on but they would somehow be lacking.  We 

might not notice at first, just perhaps be aware 

there was something missing, a certain subtle 

difference that turns the ordinary into the 

wonderful. 

The key ingredient in life that turns the ordinary 

into the wonderful is the chief cause for our 

celebration at Christmas.  It is, of course, love.  

Not  to say that the birth of Jesus marks the birth 

of love.  But unconditional love such as a loving 

creator shows his creation by giving freedom of 

choice; unconditional love that says ôI will still love 

you even when you do not love meõ; unconditional 

love that says not even the pains of crucifixion and 

death will prevent me from loving you; such love 

that turns the ordinary into the wonderful. 

The seventeenth-century metaphysical poet 

Richard Crashaw wrote this about the birth of 

Jesus: 

That on her lap she cast her humble eye, õ Tis the 

sweet pride of her humility. 

The fair star is well fixt, for where, O where Could she 

have fixt it on a fairer sphere? 

õTis Heaven, õtis Heaven she sees, 

Heavenõs God there lies; 

She can see Heaven, and neõer lift up her eyes: 

This new Guest to her eyes new laws hath given, õTwas 

once, Look up, õtis now, Look down, to Heaven. 

Crashaw died at the age of thirty-six in the year 

King Charles was executed, and was the son of a 

mailto:office@worthparish.org
mailto:rector@worthparish.org
mailto:magazine@worthparish.org
http://www.worthparish.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.twitter.com/worthparish
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prominent Puritan minister.  However, despite, or 

maybe because of this, he took an opposite view 

to his father's theology and unlike him, rather 

liked the celebration of Christmas. 

And perhaps his poem hints at the power he 

sensed in this great feast.  

õTis Heaven, õtis Heaven she sees, Heavenõs God there 

lies; é õTwas once, Look up, õtis now, Look down, to 

Heaven. 

Not just the image of the Mother Mary with her 

baby but of a whole new way - new laws hath given 

- for us to perceive God.  No longer the remote 

lofty judge of ancient Law and Commandment but 

here with us, in our midst, knowing our human 

condition from its most vulnerable experience. 

This can actually be quite difficult for people.  

How much easier to believe in the elemental 

forces of nature or chance, or in an authoritarian 

deity that passes judgement and finds us wanting, 

demands submission without compassion or 

engagement.  The message of the birth of Jesus is 

that of heaven meeting earth.  God, to us, speaks 

words of love and even when our counter 

argument is a tale of fear and greed, selfishness 

and shame.  Yet despite our obtuseness, our 

persistence in getting the wrong end of the stick, 

he never once gives up.  

May the blessings of Christmas be with you now 

and in the year to come. 

Fr. Michael  

  TO HIRE 
 

¶ St Nicholasô Church - fantastic 
acoustics and seats 150 

¶ St Barnabasô Church Hall - 10m 
by 10m, seats 105 with kitchen 
and garden  

¶ Pastoral Centre - a carpeted 
room and café seating up to 40 

¶ St Barnabasô Downstairs 
Meeting Room 3.5m x 3.5m room 
with small kitchen and patio to 
garden.  Seats up to 15 (or 8 
around a large round table) 

 

For rates, please see 

www.worthparish.org/venuehire or  

email office@worthparish.org  

to discuss your individual requirements 

or arrange a look around. 
 

 

 

CHANGE  OF  

SERVICE TIME  
 

Remember  that  the  Sung 

Eucharist  on Sunday 

mornings  at  St Nicholasõ 

now begins at  10am. 
 

http://www.worthparish.org/venuehire
mailto:office@worthparish.org


 

NEWS 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

 
Best wishes to those baptised recently in 

our parish including Jamie William Fish, Finn 

Leo Bowden, Henry McLay-Hares, Jasper 
David Alexsen and Francesca Lily May Ellis.  

And also to those married in St Nicholasõ 

since the last magazine was published: Scott 

McGovern and Emma Audrey Bristowe, 

Genair Ebeneezer Otoo and Lauren Jane 

Dunstan, and Philip John Oldfield and 

Rebecca Jayne Arthur. 
 

 

Thank you to all who 

supported Operation 

Christmas Child 

recently.   

As you remember, 

shoeboxes are given 

unconditionally, 

regardless of 
background or 

religion, to youngsters 

who have been 

affected by war, 

poverty, natural 

disaster, famine or 

disease. 

Worth Parish were 

featured in the 

Crawley Observer, 

with the photo on this 

page, which shows a 

few of the children 

who donated some of 

the 50 shoeboxes we 

collected.  Special 

thanks go to Sue Perry 

for 

 

CONGRATULATIONS organizing this and sorting the 

onward journey of the boxes 

which are now on their way 

to bringing a little happiness to 

other young people. 

 

WINTERSHALL 
NATIVITY 
Experience the Christmas story 

in a dramatic and intimate way, 

beginning in the open air before 

sitting in the atmospheric barn 

to watch the story unfold. This 

is the perfect opportunity to 

reflect on the birth of Jesus.  

Shows 13-17th December.  

Tickets at www.wintershall-

estate.com/nativity-play 

 

FUNNIES 

http://www.wintershall-estate.com/nativity-play
http://www.wintershall-estate.com/nativity-play
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REMEMBRANCE 
SUNDAY  
At St Nicholasõ, we were joined for 

Remembrance Sunday by the lovely 

Scouts from 4th Worth  who really 

appreciated and added to the 

occasion, and read out the names of 

the fallen so beautifully. 

Revd David Knight took the service at 

St Barnabasõ and gave a poignant 

sermon there. 

Pictures show Jane Stanford putting 

finishing touches to the Remembrance 

flowers at St Barnabasõ, and the 

procession at the start of the service 

at St Nicholasõ, with the choir singing 

the Introit and Kyrie from Faur®õs 

Requiem. 

One lady commented after the 

service that she got goosebumps 

listening to the sopranos singing  In 

Paradisium at the end, so thanks to all 

involved in organizing our services. 

 


































