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REGULAR SERVICES

Our regular services are shown below; a calendar at the back of this magazine details special services,
groups and events happening throughout the next two months.

St Nicholas’, Worth
Sundays

Mondays
Tuesdays

08.00 Holy Communion
(Book of Common Prayer, 1662)

10.00 1st,, 2nd, and 3rd Sundays Eucharist

09.45 Sung Eucharist
(Common Worship) except
29 October - please join us for a
Parish Eucharist at St Barnabas’.

10.00 4th Sunday - Informal Family Service
(non-Eucharist)
10.00 5th Sunday (29 October)
Parish Eucharist

11.30 “Mini” Messy Church at Nic’s
on 15 October, 5 November and
19 November
No services
No services

Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays and
Saturdays

St Barnabas’, Pound Hill

No services

No services
10.30 Eucharist
15:00 Messy Church at St Barnabas’
on 18 October and 22 November

10.30 Eucharist

No services

No services

No services

You can also join us at:

The Studio Maidenbower Infants School RH10 7RA
11 October and 8 November
(2nd Wed of the month in term times)

15:15

Messy Church in Maidenbower

St Barnabas‘ Cafe RH10 7DY
Mondays (term-times)
Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays
Thursdays
Fridays

14.00-16.00
10.30-12.00
14.00-16.00
12.30

Pop in for a cake and a drink. Games also available.
Pop in for a cake and a drink
Knit and Natter -bring any crafts to do
Lunches - prebook tickets (£6.50)
by calling 01293 883362

Church in the Pub Coaching Halt Maidenbower RH10 7ZJ

Last Friday of the month

20:30-late

A pint down the pub with friends

Worth Parish Office, St Barnabas’ Church, Worth Road, Crawley, RH10 7DY
0300 111 8150
office@worthparish.org.uk
worthparish.org
facebook.com/WorthParish
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CONTACT US

If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general
enquiry, please call the office on 0300 111 8150 or
email office@worthparish.org.uk.
To contact Fr. Michael, please phone 01293
882229 Tuesday to Sunday or email him at
rector@worthparish.org.
Send articles, photos, information and jokes for
the magazine to magazine@worthparish.org.uk

You can also find up to date information here:


www.worthparish.org



facebook.com/WorthParish



twitter.com/worthparish

FROM THE RECTOR
What a joy it is be here with you! From six years
living and working in the largest ecclesiastical
parish in England, touching the border with
Scotland, to the land of the south Saxons; it’s been
quite a move for me. But the south is not such a
stranger to me, having worked in London for
several years when I emigrated from New Zealand
and then in more recent times, prior to my last
appointment, when for eight years I served as
Succentor and Dean’s Vicar of St George’s
Chapel, Windsor Castle.

While living in London, I moved flats several times
and so the church I attended became the stable
point in a fairly transient life. At its best a church
does that; becomes a home, a place of belonging,
which is quite different from being a club, a place
of exclusion to the non-member. We smile at
Groucho Marx's famous line, 'I refuse to join any
club that would have me as a member’ because we
know exclusion isn’t really all that funny.
We have to work hard to be a community. St
Paul writing to Christians in Rome, tells them: ‘Do
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere
in prayer…’ and above all ‘Let love be genuine.’
A friend of mine was once visiting her sister in
Scotland and, on the Sunday morning, went with
her to church. When the sermon began, there
was a distinct restlessness in the congregation.
The old priest stopped mid sentence and said to
the people. ‘Yes, it is the same sermon you heard
last week, and the week before and you’ll hear it
again next week and the week after, until I see
some changes round here!’
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We only need to read and re-read what Paul
wrote to the Romans: ‘Let love be genuine…
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do
not be haughty… live peaceably with all’ to realise
that the message is not new; neither are its
expectations.
Let love be genuine. It’s an odd phrase, when you
stop to think about it. Love can only be genuine.
Love is love or else it isn’t. What Paul means, of
course, is let your actions be motivated, inspired,
empowered by love, first and foremost. So, as we
begin a new chapter together, let’s start with what
we’ve learned from the past and what we hope for
the future about being and becoming a community
of love. And I promise not to repeat myself - too
often!
Fr. Michael

NEWS Fr MICHAEL’S LICENSING
The Eucharist with the Institution of the Reverend
Michael John Boag as Incumbent of St Nicholas’
Worth and Maidenbower with the conventional
district of St Barnabas’ Pound Hill and Forgewood
took place on Monday 2 October at 7.30pm.

The Right Reverend Dr Martin Warner Bishop of
Chichester led the service, with the induction by
The Venerable Fiona Windsor, Archdeacon of
Horsham. Also taking part were the Revd Angela
Martin the Bishop’s chaplain and the Rural Dean
Revd Julia Peaty. The congregation was swelled by
other clergy, dignitaries and many other friendly
faces, all joining us to welcome Michael to the
parish.

substantial organization and execution of the
service, including all the clergy, the musicians and
those who helped behind the scenes and with
setting up the party afterwards, or accommodating
one of the many visitors. Grateful thanks also go
to Frances Dimond for some of the photographs
shown here.

Hymns and music were chosen by Michael, and
included the Alma Redemptoris Mater mass
setting by Tomás Luis de Victoria (c. 1548-1611),
the anthem Ave Maria by Robert Parsons (c.15351572) sung by the choir.
With Michael having declared that a parish runs
on “prayer and parties”, after the service,
celebrations continued into the night with drinks
and nibbles at the newly-decorated Rectory.
As well as wishing Michael a very long and happy
time with us, the churchwardens would like to
thank everyone who was involved in the

From top:
Rural Dean
Revd Julia
Peaty with Fr
Michael Boag
Prior to the
service
Revd Angela
Martin and
welcomers
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Fr MICHAEL’S LICENSING

(continued) Fr
MICHAEL’S
LICENSING

From top:
Procession at the start
of the service
Fr Michael takes the
oath of allegiance
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Mayor of Crawley 20172018, Councillor Brian
Quinn

Fr MICHAEL’S LICENSING

Clockwise
from top:
Some of
the choir
Martin,
Bishop of
Chichester
Steve Burston
Vicar of St John the
Baptist, Crawley
Fr Michael Boag,
Rector of Worth
Parish
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Fr MICHAEL’S LICENSING
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Since the last magazine was published, Wendy
Sully has celebrated her 90th birthday and is
shown with the flowers she received from us.

HARVEST FLOWERS

For Harvest this year, the flower teams did us
proud again; the pictures show some of the
arrangements at St Barnabas’. Thank you to them
and to those who brought donations of food and
supplies which were distributed to Crawley Open
House.

FUN IN CHICHESTER

Chichester Cathedral runs workshops for
children and families during school holidays
throughout the year. Our families who attend
tell us that they are very enjoyable and really
good value. This picture shows the July
Workshop - “Up Up and Away”. The next
workshop will take place on Friday October
27th and details are shown on page 28 of this
magazine. Why not consider this as a fun day
out during half-term?
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CONGRATULATIONS

We congratulate those baptised over the summer
months in our parish including:









Harry James Dunster
Flora Belle Da Silva
Joseph Gabriel Brooking
Esmé Antonia Branch
Ethan Alan John Hedger
Archie Ian Honisett
Ronnie George Saunders
Benjamin Thomas Saunders

We also extend many congratulations
to those celebrating marriages with us.
The pictures show some of this year’s
wedding modes of transport.
Congratulations go to:
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Samuel John Harding and Jade
Olivia Ashleigh Naomi Jones
James Peter Davison and Nicola
Jane Pankhurst
Benjamin James Perry and Zoe
Hunter
Matthew Richard Cristofoli and
Claire Jean Tonna
Richard John Sweetman and
Jennifer Susan Billings
Thomas Edward Maidman and
Olivia Pearl Beer
Lee Fagence and Francesca Lane
Jacob Theo Bolton and Anna
Nikolaevna Timakova
Karl Daniel Youngman and Shaneen
Osmon
Robert Edmund Clayton Corcoran
and Monica Ann Bance
Daniel James Coleman and Melissa
Emma Anne Woolley
James George Anthony Walsh and
Jessica Louise Marie Brown
Jack and Nubia Coleman
Darrel Bryant and Stacey Grime
Steven David Pejda and Claire
Leanne Hackwell-Lynn
Alexander Thomas Lavan and
Lauren Guiver












Reuben William Mark Palmer
George Kenneth Cooper
Mia Juliet Patricia Baynes
Leo David Thomas Attwater
Chloe Grace Dorans
Sia Rose Smith
Kerry Louise Smith
Alfie Peter Metcalfe
Henry Ryan Hughes
Lewis Anthony Gurling

YEAR OF THE BIBLE DVD AFTERNOON

for their appreciative
conversations and
donations towards
expenses.
We hope to be able to
offer other afternoons
like this and, as they are
always open to all, keep
your eyes peeled for
future events.
Apologies to those who
left before the photo
could be taken and
thanks to Liz for taking
it.
Linda Eells and Joan Tick

On 9th September we enjoyed an afternoon of
faith and fellowship by showing a film adaptation of
St Mark’s Gospel followed by tea, scones and
homemade cakes. We had a great time despite a
hiccup when the laptop decided it wanted a rest!
Thank you, Stuart, for the loan of your laptop; we
hope it has fully recovered by now. Have faith, we
said and one of our merry band came to the
rescue by dashing home for his laptop - thanks
Don. Thanks also to Max for the IT knowledge to
get us up and running again. During the short
interval, chat and laughter kept us going and
calmed Linda and Joan behind the projector!
We continued with the viewing and silence
reigned until it finished, so enthralled were we. It
was well produced and clearly narrated
throughout, with a choice of versions, NIV or King
James.
We were so pleased to have been able to offer
the opportunity for everyone to come along and
experience the times of Jesus and see the type of
places He encountered in His ministry, both
physical and mental. It certainly makes the Bible
come alive when you can see it happening and
hear the Word dramatized, bringing home the
highs and lows of Christ’s whole ministry which
weekly gospel extracts cannot convey. But don’t
just take our word for it -read the reviews below.

REVIEWS:
–

“It brought us back to the basics of what Jesus really
cared most about - the disadvantaged, the dispossessed and
the children rather than one’s standing in society.”

“It was insightful, powerful, full of faith and the work of
the Holy Spirit really came to the fore - this obviously
meant a lot to Mark.”

“Seeing the healing of individuals and feeding of crowds
round the Sea of Galilee brought the gospel of truly caring
for others to life for me..”

The showing was followed by tea and cakes and
we thank everyone who stayed for the fellowship
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
This year, as a parish, we are supporting
Operation Christmas Child, a project which was
set up by a UK couple in 1990 to distribute
shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items,
and school supplies to children in need. Now
partnered with a Christian international relief
organisation called Samaritan’s Purse, the project
has grown to reach over 146 million children in
more than 100 countries since 1993.

The aim remains simple - to deliver small presents
to children globally who are affected by war,
poverty, natural disaster, famine and disease. Gifts
are given unconditionally based on need and
regardless of background or religion, as a way of
showing God’s love in a tangible way. Where
appropriate, the local church distribution point
may issue a free Christian booklet, but no-one is
obliged to take this and it would be given to a
child with, and not inside, their shoebox.
Our Messy Church families have already started
filling shoeboxes and we would love you to join in,
with the hope that we can send 50 shoeboxes.
So here’s what you need to do:
1. Find an empty medium-sized shoebox and
wrap the box and lid separately in wrapping
paper. Shoe shops will provide if asked,
subject to availability.
2. To the outside of your shoebox, add an
appropriate label, ticking the correct age. You
can use the labels on this page, print from
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-wedo/operation-christmas-child/operationchristmas-child-resources/ or ask Sue Perry
for one.

3. Fill your shoebox with a
variety of new items that
will delight a child.

4. Add a suggested donation of £5 to help with
shipping costs. If you donate online, you get a
barcode which means you can find out what
country your box went to.
5. Bring your shoebox to church or give to Sue
Perry by Sunday November 5, ready to be
collected from Maidenbower Messy Church
on Wednesday 8 November.

GIFT SUGGESTIONS

Try to think of these six groups -something to
love, something to play with, something for
school, something to wear, something special and
something for personal hygiene.
Toys - Include items that children will
immediately embrace such as dolls or stuffed toys
(must have CE label), toy trucks, a harmonica,
yo-yo, skipping rope, ball, small puzzles etc.
School Supplies - Pens, pencils and sharpeners,
crayons or felt pens, stamps & ink pad sets,
writing pads or notebooks & paper, solar
calculators, colouring & picture books etc.
Hygiene Items - Toothbrush and toothpaste,
bars of wrapped soap, comb or hairbrush, flannel.
Others - Hat, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair
accessories, wind-up torch, wrapped sweets (with
a best-before-date of at least March 2018, and no
chocolate).
Do Not Include - used or damaged items, warrelated items such as toy guns, soldiers or knives;
chocolate or other foods;
liquids or lotions of any type
including bubbles; medicines;
hand-made or knitted stuffed
toys; anything of a political,
racial or religious nature;
sharp, fragile or glass objects,
mirrors; playing cards of the
4-suit variety; or clothing
other than listed above.
There are lots of helpful ideas
online about on how to fill a
box on a budget.
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FROM THE ORDINAND’S DOG
Hello again. I hope you had a good summer and
are now getting ready for the cold dark winter
nights. I still insist on my walk whatever the
weather and to be honest the wetter the
better. I do so love leaving muddy paw
prints everywhere ( but especially on the
new sofa, you may remember that I made a
hole in the last one!).

Here is a picture of those two humans at the last
service. I will let you know how they are both
getting on in my next article.

However, I have tried to be on my bestest
behaviour these last few weeks as my
humans have had a lot of other things to
deal with and I didn’t want to add to it (I
can be thoughtful when I try).
At the end of August they said goodbye to
the parish in an emotional farewell, (well
after 20 years, it wasn’t going to be easy).
The Ordinand - I can call her that officially
now as she has started her training - asked
if I could give up some of my space in the
magazine to write about it and of course I
graciously obliged. She writes:
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for nurturing me with your
prayers, love, support and encouragement that
has enabled me to follow my calling .
Thank you for all of your well wishes, cards,
flowers and book tokens (having seen the
reading list please be assured that they will be
put to very good use!).
I will miss you, but will always hold you in my
heart as my home parish.
The other big change for my humans is that Claire
has now left to begin her new life as an
undergraduate at Lincoln University to read
Illustration.

Must go - I need to chase a squirrel out of my
garden.
Shadow the Ordinand’s Dog

Join us for half an hour of contemplation and silent prayer
If you would like to make time to simply be, to feel the silence and rest, you are very welcome,
whether you are a regular at church or have never been before.
Next meetings are:



11.00am on Mondays 9 October and 13 November at St Barnabas’
2.30pm Thursdays 12 October and 9 November at St Nicholas’

If you want more details, contact Don (0300 111 8150) for St Barnabas’
or Gill (01293 414526) for St Nicholas’, or just turn up.

This peaceful prayer group is called a Julian Group, after St Julian of Norwich.
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COMMEMORATIONS
Worth bellringers have continued their
commemorations throughout this year, most
recently ringing a quarter peal on Saturday 23rd
September in memory of the following people.
2nd Lieutenant William Godfrey Rapley
Born in Crawley Down about 1894, the son of
Edwin and Leonora Dorse Rapley, William’s father
was a Domestic Gardener and later a Grocer. He
had an elder sister Frances.
Belonging to the Artist's Rifles pre-commission
(used primarily to train men who would go on to
become officers) he joined the 1st Battalion, The
Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex Regiment).
William was seriously wounded on the battlefield
at Passchendaele and died on 25th September
1917. He was buried in St Julien Dressing Station
Cemetery.
Private Ralph Penfold
Private L/10408 of the 11th (Service) Battalion (1st
South Down) Royal Sussex Regiment was born in
Leigh, Surrey about 1893, the son of Joseph and
Elizabeth Penfold. His father was a Farm Labourer
at Maple Cottage, Ifield. Ralph died on 26th
September 1917 aged 24, and is also
commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, which
is one of four memorials to those who died in
Belgian Flanders.

SATURDAY MARKETS

Private Albert Hole
Private Albert Hole G/18335 of the 13th (Service)
Battalion (3rd South Down) Royal Sussex
Regiment was born in Worth about 1877 and was
a house painter living in Flint Lodge, Tilgate before
he enlisted in Chichester. The son of James and
Ann Hole, he was killed in action on 27th
September 1917 at ‘Tower Hamlets’ and is also
commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial.
Phil Mann

In aid of church refurbishments

7 October
4 November
2 December
10-11.45
Refreshments Toys
Homemade produce

Clothing
Books

Admission free

St Barnabas’ Church
Pound Hill RH107DY

ST NICHOLAS CIRCLE

We’ve had a long break from the St Nicholas Circle this summer but are back on October 5 which will
see us enjoy a talk from Rose Wells about palliative care, drawing on her experience from her work at
The Martlets in Hove. Then, on November 2, Shirley Hillsley will be the special guest with Max Perry
playing the role of Roy Plomley for the St Nicholas Circle version of “Desert Island Discs”. Join us if you
can at St Barnabas’ at 8pm for either of these events.
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Max Perry

’

WHAT S HAPPENING IN THE PARISH?
PCC INFORMATION

The PCC met in early September and in summary:











Linda Eells and Ros Woodbridge have
attended a Chalice Training Course.
Thanks were expressed to Glennis, who left
at the end of September after nearly two
years as Parish Administrator.
A new Accounts Package now allows us to be
more efficient. Max expressed thanks to Joyce
and Sheila for their support with this.
It was agreed to reduce our Parish
Contribution to the Diocese from £79,000 to
£78,000 as we now have to pay our own
insurance, which the Diocese previously paid.
It was suggested that that £6,000 is allocated
in the budget for 2018 for the possible
appointment of a youth worker.
A £40,000 donation has been received and
accepted for the creation of ‘The St Nicholas’
Approach Fund’ to improve safe accessibility
to St Nicholas’ Church. If it is not used for
this purpose, the money will have to be
returned to the donor.



A new Safeguarding Officer needs to be
appointed as Noreen Oxlade vacates this role
and we also need one or two Health and
Safety Officers.
 We need a Parish Disability Audit, a Parish
Environmental Policy and to update our
Health and Safety Policy
For Fr Michael’s arrival, it was noted that:


The Diocese arranged the work to be done in
the Rectory
 Licensing invitations were sent out, including
to our Mayor and Member of Parliament
 The Licensing service is being prepared by
Revd Angela Martin, Father Michael and Alex
Hiam
With regards to the Quinquennial Inspection, it
was reported that some Chancel roof tiles have
slipped and fallen at St Nicholas’ and the Tower
still has water ingress. At St Barnabas’, quotes are
being obtained for the installation of a handrail and
the basement requires fire insulation.
The date of the next PCC meeting is Wednesday,
13th December at St Barnabas’.
Pam Newley

CLERGY VACANCY

The clergy vacancy at St Barnabas’ is still
advertised on both ours and the Diocesan
websites. The Parish Profile has been updated and
it is hoped that the post will additionally be
advertised in the Church Times in October.
As mentioned in the last issue of the magazine, in
readiness for the new incumbent, much work has
been carried out at the vicarage. Recently, a vanity
unit was fitted in the downstairs cloakroom and a
washbasin removed from a bedroom. The work
is still ongoing with a few tasks left to be
completed.
A small band of parishioners have also been
working hard to put the garden into some
semblance of order so many thanks to those
involved.
Phyl Pennell
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ST BARNABAS’ REFURBISHMENT
The refurbishment of the parish hall toilets and
provision of a toilet for the disabled is complete!

Fundraising for this project exceeded all
expectations. Our 4 grant applications - were
successful providing us with £10000 from the Big
Lottery Fund, £5000 from the Courage-Dyer
Recreational Trust, £2015 from the Community
Initiative Fund and £1000 from Crawley Borough
Council. This was then considerably increased
with generous donations from many parishioners.
The work on the toilets (by local builder Nigel
Berrisford) started on 26 July 2017 and was
completed on 6 September 2017. The work went
to plan and there were no serious hiccups!
During the time that the work was proceeding,
the hall still had some regular hirers and we thank
them for their patience dealing with the upheaval
and dust!
The total cost of the toilets was almost £22,000.
The majority of parishioners are happy that any
excess funds raised can be spent on other hall
improvements and it is hoped that in the coming
months, we are able to replace the four heaters in
the hall. One of the present heaters has not
worked in over a year and the other three have
worn-out filters and are not working efficiently.
The installation of new heaters will cost
approximately £2800.

Following this, in 2018, I am hoping that we can
provide new floor covering for the hall - the
present covering is old, worn, cracked and difficult
to clean. Hopefully, this cost is something we can
fund with more grant donations.
Phyl Pennell

FUNNIES

A nursery teacher was
watching some children
drawing.
One girl told her "I'm
drawing God".
The teacher paused and
said, "But no one knows
what God looks like".
Without missing a beat, or
looking up from her
drawing, the girl replied
"They will in a minute".
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ST BARNABAS’ COMMITTEE
The St Barnabas’ Committee met on 28th June
and discussed the following topics:




Services and cover during the interregnum –
thanks go to Revd Roger Combes whom we
have welcomed on a regular basis on the first
Sunday each month and to Revd David Knight
whom we have welcomed on the 2nd and 3rd
Sunday each month. Greta has presided at
most family services on the 4th Sunday each
month. Thanks to Revd Julia Peaty and Revd
Francis Pole for their input to the Tuesday
Eucharist Services.
The future of the Family Service - some
changes are needed and currently, very few

ST NICHOLAS’ COMMITTEE



children attend. It was agreed that our hymns
and readings on these occasions must be
child-friendly and the seating arrangements
and provision of refreshments could be
varied. We will trial some of the suggestions.
The Quinquennial Inspection raised some
maintenance and repair issues which will need
addressing with some Health and Safety issues
being a matter of priority. The architect
wrote in his report ‘The church is kept in
beautiful condition, which is a reflection of the
love, care and attention bestowed on it’. We
can feel proud of this.
Phyl Pennell

The committee last met in July and discussed the
Quinquennial Inspection which revealed that the
church is generally in good order although repointing in certain areas should provide a solution
to the water ingress into the bell tower. Loose
roof tiles also need to be fixed as soon as possible.

Electrical tests are due for the parish in
November 2017. Following a gas test and boiler
maintenance, some gaps need to be filled and
sealed and new regulations require four
inspection/access panels to be installed at a cost of
£1092.

Ian Pallett is to meet with a number of arborists
to discuss the possibilities regarding the trees and
the project for an accessible path to church.

The next meeting of this committee was due to
happen at the magazine was being printed.

DEANERY SYNOD REPORT
On 13th June, there was a Deanery Synod Meeting
at St Richard’s, Three Bridges attended by Mary
Fry and Ann Phillipson.
We started with a presentation by Dan Jenkins,
the Diocesan Youth Officer. He is our Youth
Work Advisor and is mainly involved in the
Outreach to teenagers but also the 18-25 year old
age group. We heard about the Diocesan Missions
Fund which is a ‘shrinking pot’ but there are still
grants available. He spoke about the importance
of good relationships among volunteers. He
outlined his long-term strategy - from Outreach
(meeting young people) to Intentional Discipleship.
His favourite epithet is ‘young people are not a
problem to be solved. They are a people to be
served’.
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Colin Smith

After this presentation, the House of Laity divided
from the House of Clergy for elections. Chris Bell
remains the Deanery Lay Chair for three more
years. Robert Pudney (Ifield) volunteered to be
Deanery Secretary. Jeremy Kaye is the acting
Deanery Treasurer and Fiona Rogers (Forest
Row) was elected to sit on the Standing
Committee.
Meanwhile, the House of Clergy deliberated – but
I cannot report on that!
The minutes of the last meeting , on11th February
2107, were approved and a detailed report on
Diocesan news was given by Chris Bell.
We meet again in Copthorne on Tuesday
October 10th.
Ann Phillipson

THE PARISH PURSE

It is very difficult to talk about finances without
sending everyone off to sleep, including myself.
The whole finance team had a difficult goal of
gathering information for 6 September, the date of
the next PCC meeting. This meeting is special as
it is the one where the PCC discusses the budget
for the following year. Much of the expectations
for 2018 are based on what has happened in 2017
so having this information is so important. January
to August 2017 showed expenditure was less than
income which is great news, but there are more
expenses to come from September which may
balance that. It is tricky as so much of the money
we spend is unavoidable and reducing expenditure
here is difficult – heating, water, council tax,
service costs, staff costs, Parish Contribution.
2018 will present challenges, not least supporting
two Clergy in the Parish (hopefully). The PCC
approved the budget, but emphasised the desire
to also focus on families, encourage growth and
do more to increase the Parish Contribution
which at present is only just over 60% of what the
Diocese expects. We now need to encourage the

generosity of those currently in our congregation
and those in the wider Parish.
On 15 September, Stuart Sharpe, Sheila Dring and
I met to review Stewardship both in time, talent
and giving. Lots of ideas were put forward so
please watch this space. We need to pray for
guidance, wisdom and energy. Most importantly
we really do need a PCC Secretary, please pray
for a volunteer and consider if this could indeed
be you! The role need not be overly timeconsuming and you will have help, advice and
support. At the moment this is being added to
the workload of others.
At the end of September, the admin team got
together at the Harvester on the Squareabout to
say farewell and thank you to Glennis who has
done so much as Parish Administrator and built up
the rental side of facilities at St Barnabas’. Apart
from the fellowship we had, I can thoroughly
recommend the salad bar.
Max Perry
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TO HIRE
 St Nicholas’ Church fantastic acoustics and
seats 180
 St Barnabas’ Church Hall 10m by 10m, seats 105 with
kitchen and garden
 Pastoral Centre - a
carpeted room and café
seating up to 40
 St Barnabas’ Downstairs
Meeting Room 3.5m x
3.5m room with small
kitchen and patio to garden.
Seats up to 15 (or 8 around
a large round table)
For rates, please see
www.worthparish.org/venuehire or
email info@worthparish.org.uk

to discuss your individual
requirements or arrange a look
around.
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SHELLEY COPTHORNE
EDUCATIONAL
FOUNDATION
Registered Charity No. 306408

Small grants towards the expenses of
college or university courses are
available to students, under the age of
25 years, who are resident in or around
the civil or ecclesiastical parishes of
Worth.
Applications for grants should only be
made for courses where a confirmed
offer of a place has been accepted.
Application should be by letter, giving
brief details of yourself, including date
of birth, your education and the course
you will be undertaking, and addressed
to:
The Honorary Secretary,
The Shelley Copthorne Educational
Foundation, 3, Saxon Road, Worth,
Crawley, RH10 7SA
Applications should be in by 1st
November for consideration in the
current year.

WHY I GO TO HOME GROUP
“I'm very motivated attending Home Group feeling
comfortable in the company of fellow believers where we
share the same faith, pray and grow strong in the
knowledge of God's powerful word.”
Going to Home Group has meant I have been able to study
and discuss the Bible in greater depth and also make new
friends.”

"

“It provides the opportunity to
explore the bible with likeminded people.”
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“It’s a chance to grow
friendships and to learn
about the Christian
walk."

“I’m always clearer
about what I think
about my faith when
we’ve discussed things.”
“We start with cake, end with
Compline and in between we pray,
study and laugh a lot!”
“It gives
laughter &
learning and
a chance to
share
different
perspectives
on The
Bible.”

“For the friendship and lift it gives to
my spirits.”
“My Home Group is a place
where people can open up,
listen, learn and grow.”
22

“It’s a warm and friendly
informal evening in the
company of fellow believers. “

It’s a joy to share and explore my
faith with a small group of believers
who will not judge or mock but only
support and extend my
understanding.”

“We share thoughts, concerns and
laughter both personal and religious as
friends with confidence that no-one will be embarrassed to ask or query anything.”
.”

“We do have fun in our little group. God has clearly
placed us all together for a purpose.”

OUR HOME GROUPS





Grattons Drive:
Milton Mount:
Sedgefield Close:
St Barnabas’:

7.30 pm fortnightly usually Wednesday. Contact: Ann Phillipson
7.30pm fortnightly Tuesday. Contact: Stuart Sharpe or Linda Eells
7.30pm fortnightly Tuesday. Contact: Joan Tick
Daytime fortnightly to suit participants. Contact: Caroline Formby
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VIEW FROM A PEW
I have a secret – well, one I am willing
to admit to in this publication. I am
writing about it because it seems to
have become an open secret. Since
February, I have been taking singing
lessons with Ann Phillipson. I
approached her with this request
because for the whole of my life there
has been a question mark over whether
I could or could not sing.

I have spent my time in school and
Church acting as the John Redwood of
the Welsh Conservative Party
Conference, inadequately miming the
words or singing so quietly that it
would not be noticed. At one point,
Sue had persuaded me to go along to an
amateur choir audition. The choirmaster first
tried me as a tenor, then bass, then told me to go
home and practise singing Happy Birthday! I felt I
had nothing to lose if at the end of two weeks
Ann just confirmed that I was tone deaf and I

could then comfort myself that I had tried, but
that my talents lay elsewhere.
It was a difficult start as it can be when one is
learning something completely new. I don’t read
music and I have had to begin to understand the
length of notes, scales, refrains (always my
weakness - the rest of the congregation does the
refrain and I happily continue to the next verse),
major keys/minor keys (happy/sad), joined-up
notes, semitones and a few hundred other terms I
haven’t yet been introduced to - not to mention
breathing and posture. When I get it wrong, I
laugh, when I don’t understand, I say so and I
never feel any pressure because I am doing it for
myself. What I have discovered is that I can’t get
it right unless I practise.
After 6 months, I haven’t been thrown out by Ann
and we have fun practising scales and more fun
practising one or two hymns from whichever
Church I am attending that week. Sue and I even
belted out “Land of Hope and Glory” watching
Last Night at the Proms after Ann had included it
in the tuition. At last I can tell when I’ve got it
wrong; I can do a scale (sometimes); I can come in
on the right note (occasionally); I can get the right
tone, once I get going. Sometimes, when I go to
St Barnabas’ on a Sunday at 10, I fully expect Ann
to interrupt the service with “No Max! Higher!
Start again from ‘Alleluia’”! Thankfully she doesn’t
and at both churches I feel more confident in the
music and service and therefore more involved.
Max Perry
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RECIPE - CARROT CAKE

Ingredients










225ml sunflower oil
225g light muscovado sugar
4 medium eggs
225g self-raising flour
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
1½ tsp each of mixed spice, ground
cinnamon and ground ginger
150g sultanas
200g grated carrots
75g roughly chopped walnuts or pecans

Icing Ingredients





250g unsalted butter (softened)
1 tsp vanilla extract
400g full-fat cream cheese (like Philadelphia)
300g icing sugar

Method
1. Preheat oven to 170°C (150°C fan) or gas
mark 3.
2. Grease and line the base and sides of a
round 20.5cm (8in) cake tin (or any tins
you have) with parchment paper.
3. Whisk together the oil, sugar and eggs in a
large bowl until smooth.
4. Mix in the flour, bicarb and spices.
5. Stir in the sultanas, carrots and nuts.
6. Scrape the mixture into the lined tin, level
it and bake for 1-1 1/4 hours or until a
skewer comes out clean.
7. Leave to cool for 5min in the tin, then
remove from tin and leave to cool
completely on a wire rack.
8. In a large bowl, beat the butter and vanilla
until smooth, then mix in the cream
cheese. Sift in the icing sugar and gently
mix it in (else you’ll have icing sugar
clouds) until smooth and fluffy.
9. Either cut the cake horizontally through
the middle and use half the icing as a filling
and half on the top, or spread the icing
over top the sides of the cake. Decorate
as you please.
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ON RELICS…

Relics of holy people and of Jesus Christ were at
the heart of medieval Christianity and bones,
fingernails and even heads of saints were often
preserved, sold or stolen and cherished. Louis IX
reportedly spent half of France’s annual budget
buying the crown of thorns worn by Jesus and
Frederick III of Saxony had a massive collection
supposedly including a whisker from Jesus’ beard
and a twig from the burning bush.
Plenty of churches still have relics of past saints,
often kept hidden in ornate reliquary boxes, but
this isn’t always the display method. If you visit
the huge parish church of St Blaise, in Vodnjan,
Croatia, among an astounding collection of 370
relics, mainly bones, you can view the mummified
remains of six 12th century Italian saints, displayed
behind glass.
One, St. Nicolosa, a Benedictine Nun who died in
1512 was reputed to have healing properties and
it is said that there have been 50 miraculous cures
in close proximity to her body. In case you are
having your tea, we shall leave details to the
imagination other than to say that although St
Nicolosa is one of the best preserved mummies in
Europe, none of them are a pretty sight!
Over the past millenium, hundreds of fake relics
have appeared in various churches and cathedrals,
drawing pilgrims on a spiritual journey or simply
bolstering the local economy through tourists
willing to visit an interesting but implausible
attraction. But now, modern science can play a
part in giving us some, if not all the, answers.
In 2010, six bones, one from the hand, two
cranium sections, part of a jaw, a molar, and an
arm bone, were found in a box made of volcanic

ash in an altar of a ruined monastery on the
Bulgarian island of Sveti Ivan. Because the box
bore an ancient Greek inscription referring to
John the Baptist and his feast day, and text asking
God to help your servant Thomas, archaeologists
announced that they had found the bones of John
the Baptist. The bones could have come to
Bulgaria via Antioch, where a relic said to be the
right hand of John the Baptist was kept until the
10th Century.
However, because John is THE most important
figure in the ministry of Jesus, and he would have
baptised Jesus in the River Jordan using his right
hand, many sites around the world claim to have
this very hand in their possession. So, the idea that
the bones of Sveti Ivan were the actual body parts
of St John the Baptist was met with scepticism by
both scientists and religious experts.
A research team led by Professor Tom Higham
from the University of Oxford agreed to use
carbon dating to test the veracity of the claims.
Despite thinking that the bones would prove to be
more recent, researchers found they dated from
the correct period - the 1st century. Specimens
of the bones also underwent DNA profiling, by
geneticists at the University of Copenhagen, who
established that all the bones were from the same
individual. Even more surprisingly, it was found
that this man came from what was then the ‘near
east’.
Professor Higham said, “The result from the
metacarpal bone is clearly consistent with
someone who lived in the early 1st century.
Whether that person is John the Baptist is a
question that we cannot yet definitely answer and
probably never
will.”
As before, of
course, regardless
of whether these
and other relics
are genuine,
visitors are
undeterred and
these particular
bones are now on
display in Sofia.
Elizabeth Whyman
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MOTHERS’ UNION
LADIES (AND GENTS) IN
LAVENDER

was well worth it, with even Rosemary joining us
in her wheelchair. After the ride, we drifted in to
the shop to make some purchases before the
more adventurous amongst us wandered through
the fields of lavender for a short walk (yes I was
there but behind the camera - no selfies!) Then it
was on to the Woodcote Green Garden Centre
for tea and cake. Even that journey proved a
challenge for some of us but we all had a lovely
afternoon and arrived home safely, already looking
forward to next year’s Mothers’ Union Outing.
Also this summer, parishioners joined Mothers’
Union members for a fundraising cream tea
(pictured) at David and Mary Fry’s house where
£140 was raised for various projects in the
diocese.

Some members of our Branch went on the
summer outing to Mayfield Lavender Farm in
Banstead, Surrey during July.
It was a very hot and sunny day (yes we do have
them occasionally) and four cars set off from
Pound Hill to find their way, on the winding
Surrey roads, to the farm that was ‘left at the mini
roundabout and first left’. What it should have
stated on the printout - no, we don’t all have sat
navs- was ‘first left as you
turn left at the mini
roundabout’! Never
mind, the extra mile was
fun and it says
somewhere that going
the extra mile is good for
us!

On October 26th, we will be celebrating 30 years
as a branch with a birthday party and Songs of
Praise. Please join us if you wish - everyone
welcome. On November 23rd, we are holding
our Eucharist service Looking Forward to Advent
followed by a raffle and refreshments - again if you
wish to attend, please do come along. Both of
these events are at 7.30pm at St Barnabas’.
Joan Tick

Once we were all
together, we queued for
the tractor and trailer
that was going to take us
on a tour around the field
of lavender. Although
the ride was bumpy, it
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Family Funeral Directors
Truly Independent

Under the personal supervision of
Peter, Jenny, Debbie and our dedicated team.
Our family caring for your family.
THE PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FOR WHICH WE ARE RENOWNED IS AVAILABLE AT
38 - 40 Broadfield Barton, Crawley, RH11 9BZ
Free parking in front of the premises
01293 552345 (24hrs)
IF YOU WISH, ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE
IN YOUR OWN HOME
Pre-paid funeral plans available
MONUMENTAL MASONS
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FUNNIES

I got an odd-job man in last week. He was useless. I gave him a list of eight things to
do and he only did numbers one, three, five and seven.
Stephen Grant
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USEFUL NUMBERS
Administrator (Parish)

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’)
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’)
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
Bellringers
Bookings (Hall, Meeting Rooms, Café, Church)
Buildings and Facilities
Children’s Society
Choirs (Worth Church and Festival)
Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’)
Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’)
Churchwardens (St Barnabas’)
Churchwardens (St Nicholas’)
Events (Parish)
Families, Youth and Children’s Work
Fellowship Activities
Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’)
Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’)
Friends of St Nicholas’
Giving (Donations etc)
Julian Group (St Barnabas’)
Julian Group (St Nicholas’)
Knit and Natter
Media (Website, Facebook, Magazine)
(w(Website(Magazine/Website/Facebook/Twitter)
Messy Church
Mothers’ Union
Office (Parish)
Office at St Barnabas’ (not currently manned)
PCC Lay Chair
PCC Electoral Roll Officer
PCC Committee Chairs
Faith - Growth in Christ
Hope - Re-imagining Ministry
Love - Seeking the Common Good
St Nicholas’
St Barnabas’
Standing Committee
PCC Treasurer
Prayer Group
Safeguarding Officers
Stewardship Officer (St Barnabas’)
St Nicholas Circle
Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am)
Weddings
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0300
111
8150

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER CALENDAR

We recommend that you check on dates and times of events either on our website or with the office.
Thursday 5 October
8.00pm
St Nicholas Circle talk by Dr Rose Wells, St Barnabas'
Saturday 7 October
10-11.45am Saturday Market, St Barnabas'
Monday 9 October
11.00am
Julian Group, St Barnabas'
Tuesday 10 October

7.30pm

Wednesday 11 October

2.30pm
Pastoral Assistants’ Tea, St Barnabas'
3.15 - 4.30pm Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School

Thursday 12 October

2.30pm

Saturday 14 October

Marriage Preparation Day
Regular services and
11.30 - 12pm “Mini” Messy Church, St Nicholas'
3.00 - 4.30pm Messy Church, St Barnabas'
7.30pm
Mothers' Union Birthday Party and Songs of Praise service,
St Barnabas'
10-3.00pm
Fall into Fun, Chichester Cathedral
8.00pm
Church in the Pub, Coaching Halt
9.30-11am
Jumble Sale, St Barnabas'
10.00am
Parish Eucharist, St Barnabas' (No 9.45am at St Nicholas’)
8.00pm
St Nicholas Circle “Desert island Discs” , St Barnabas'
10-11.45am Saturday Market, St Barnabas'
Regular services and
11.30 - 12pm “Mini” Messy Church St Nicholas'
Parishioner Deadline for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
11.00am
Home Communion, Lanehurst Gardens

Sunday 15 October
Wednesday 18 October
Thursday 26 October
Friday 27 October
Saturday 28 October
Sunday 29 October
Thursday 2 November
Saturday 4 November
Sunday 5 November
Tuesday 7 November

Deanery Synod Meeting, Copthorne Hub

Julian Group, St Nicholas'

Wednesday 8 November

2.30pm
Pastoral Assistants’ Tea, St Barnabas'
3.15 - 4.30pm Messy Church with Operation Christmas Child Shoebox
collection, Maidenbower Infants School

Thursday 9 November

2.30pm

Julian Group, St Nicholas'

Sunday 12 November

08.00am
09.45am
10.00am

Holy Communion, St Nicholas'
Remembrance Sunday Service, St Nicholas'
Remembrance Sunday Service, St Barnabas'

Monday 13 November

11.00am

Julian Group, St Barnabas'

Saturday 18 November

12-3.00pm

Sunday 19 November
Wednesday 22 November
Thursday 23 November
Friday 24 November
Saturday 2 December
Sunday 3 December

Christmas Fair, St Barnabas'
Regular services and
11.30 - 12pm “Mini” Messy Church, St Nicholas'
3.00 - 4.30pm Messy Church, St Barnabas'
7.30pm
Mothers' Union Meeting, St Barnabas'
8.00pm
Church in the Pub, Coaching Halt
10-11.45am Saturday Market, St Barnabas'
Regular Services and
6.30pm
An Advent Liturgy by Candlelight, St Nicholas'

Look out for our other Christmas services – Carols for All at St Barnabas’ and the traditional
Nine Lessons and Carols at St Nicholas’. Details on our website once confirmed.
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