
‘Denial ain’t just a river in Egypt’ is a pun 

attributed, probably wrongly, to Mark 

Twain. Puns can help us remember things 

and not all puns are funny. This morning’s 

first reading ends with a Hebrew pun that 

emphasises a very sorry state of affairs 

indeed. Isaiah's song of the vineyard tells 

of the care God has lavished on the 

vineyard he has created and the vines he 

has planted but when he looked to the 

vines, his people, for fruit he found they 

had produced sour grapes; good for 

neither fruit nor wine. The Gospel 

reading picks up the same image of God’s 

vineyard, where the tenants who have 

been entrusted with it refuse the 

landowner his share of the vintage, beat 

up and kill his servants, and then, in a 

foreshadowing of the Passion, his son. The 

pun in verse seven is this: 

‘He expected mishpat but saw mispat; 

expected tsedaqua but heard tseaqua’ ‘He 

expected justice but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, but heard a cry.’ A striking 

contrast of words; so close yet so far 

away.  
 

The letter to the Philippians encourages 

us to keep ourselves going in the right 

direction. ‘Forgetting what lies behind, 

and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 

press towards the goal for the prize of 

the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.’ 

We who have not arrived can find 

comfort in the fact that Paul had not 

either. The important thing is that 

knowing this did not paralyze him because 

as well as knowing himself, he knew the 

grace of God. God does not expect us to 

have won the race already but does 

expect us to run it. On your marks…! 
Michael 
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Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth and 

St. Barnabas’ in Pound Hill. 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services and notices for everyone.  It is 

for you to take home and share. If you 

are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves.  Please feel free to 

use the soft toys and books at the back of 

the church for your children.  At 

Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. We’d 

also love you to join us for refreshments 

after the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

  

 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00 Holy Communion                 St Nicholas’                                 

Celebrant & Preacher:                Fr Michael Boag 
09.45 Sung Eucharist                      St Nicholas’   

Celebrant & Preacher:                Fr Michael Boag 

10.00 Eucharist                             St Barnabas’  

                                         Revd David Knight 

12.00 Baptism                          Fr Michael Boag 

 



Collect  

Almighty God, you have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are restless till 

they find their rest in you: 

pour your love into our hearts and draw 

us to yourself, and so bring us at last to 

your heavenly city where we shall see you 

face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

First Reading 

Isaiah 5.1-7 

The Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard 

Let me sing for my beloved 

   my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

   on a very fertile hill.  

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

   and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watch-tower in the midst of it, 

   and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, 

   but it yielded wild grapes. 

 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

   and people of Judah, 

judge between me 

   and my vineyard.  

What more was there to do for my 

vineyard 

   that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, 

   why did it yield wild grapes? 

 

And now I will tell you 

   what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

   and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

   and it shall be trampled down.  

I will make it a waste; 

   it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

   and it shall be overgrown with briers and 

thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 

   that they rain no rain upon it. 

 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

   is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

   are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, 

   but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, 

   but heard a cry! 

 

 

 

Psalm 
80. 9-17  

 
 

 

 

Second Reading  

Philippians 3.4b-14 

even though I, too, have reason for 

confidence in the flesh. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident 

in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on 

the eighth day, a member of the people of 

Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 

born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 

as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as 

to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have 

come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. More than that, I regard everything 

as loss because of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake 

I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 

regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 

gain Christ and be found in him, not having 

a righteousness of my own that comes 

from the law, but one that comes through 

faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith. I want to know Christ and 

the power of his resurrection and the 

sharing of his sufferings by becoming like 

him in his death, if somehow I may attain 

the resurrection from the dead. 



SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Mon 9th 
Oct 

11.00 Julian Group St Barnabas’ 

Tues 10rd 
Oct 

10.30 Eucharist 

 

St Barnabas’ 

Thurs  
12th Oct    

10.30 Eucharist 

14.30 Julian Group  

St Nicholas’ 

St Nicholas’ 

Sat 14th  12.00 Wedding St Nicholas’ 

Sun 15th 

October 

08.00 Holy 

Communion 

St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung 

Eucharist  

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist St Barnabas’ 

11.30 MiniMessy St Nicholas’ 
 

Readings for Sunday 15th October   

Trinity 18 

Isaiah 25.1-9  Psalm 23 

Philippians 4.1-9  Matthew 22.1-14 

Pressing towards the Goal 

Not that I have already 

obtained this or have already 

reached the goal; but I press 

on to make it my own, 

because Christ Jesus has 

made me his own. Beloved, I 

do not consider that I have 

made it my own; but this one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies 

behind and straining forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on 

towards the goal for the prize 

of the heavenly call of God in 

Christ Jesus. 
 

 

Gospel               

Matthew 21.33-46 
The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 

‘Listen to another parable. There was a 

landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 

fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and 

built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to 

tenants and went to another country. When 

the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves 

to the tenants to collect his produce. But the 

tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 

another, and stoned another. Again he sent 

other slaves, more than the first; and they 

treated them in the same way. Finally he sent 

his son to them, saying, “They will respect 

my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, 

they said to themselves, “This is the heir; 

come, let us kill him and get his 

inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him 

out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now 

when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 

will he do to those tenants?’ They said to 

him, ‘He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death, and lease the vineyard to 

other tenants who will give him the produce 

at the harvest time.’ 

 

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in 

the scriptures: 

“The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone; this was the 

Lord’s doing, & it is amazing in our eyes”?  

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will 

be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces the fruits of the 

kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will 

be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone 

on whom it falls.’ 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees 

heard his parables, they realized that he was 

speaking about them. They wanted to arrest 

him, but they feared the crowds, because 

they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

Post Communion 

Almighty God, you have taught us through 

your Son that love is the fulfilling of the law: 

grant that we may love you with our whole 

heart and our neighbours as ourselves; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  



Notices & Diary Notes 
 

Friday lunches 12.30 in the Pastoral 

Centre, 2 courses + tea / coffee - £6.50. All 

welcome. Please order tickets by 11th Oct 

(for catering) for 13th Oct at the PC or call 

0300 111 8150  
  

URC Three Bridges Sunday, 15th  

October at 2.30pm  SLINFOLD BAND: 

TICKETS £5. under 18: £2.50 (Funds needed 

for new ladies toilets...men had theirs first) 

 

“Encounter: A relaxed and informal Sunday 

evening service combining relaxed prayer 

activities, bible study and sung worship; the 

perfect way to spend a a refreshing and 

relaxing time with God before the working 

week begins. 6pm, Sunday 15th October, 

St Margaret’s Church” 

 

Tuesday 17th October at 9.30am in the 

Pastoral Centre - the next planning meeting 

for the  Christmas Fair 18 November 

- a few extra people would be welcomed. By 

15 October there will be a box in both 

churches for any contributions you are able 

to make for the various stalls - raffle prizes, 

new gifts etc. Thank you.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Friday 27th October Afternoon Tea with 

entertainment at St Elizabeth’s, Boundary 

Road, Northgate. Free for Senior Citizens. 

 

Saturday 28th October, 9.30am Jumble 

Sale in the Parish Hall. Please save us your 

jumble, but do not bring it before 27th 

October as we have nowhere to store it. 

 

Sunday 29th October Parish Eucharist at St 

Barnabas. 10.00 

CONTACTS 

The Rector, Fr Michael Boag can be 

contacted on 01293 882229 or 

rector@worthparish.org  

    

  Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N) 01293 883388 

Colin Smith (St N) 01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office 

0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org (NB new address) 

An A4 booklet of the Parish 

Remembrance Diary is in both 

churches. Please ‘tick’ the name of your 

loved ones if you want them to be 

remembered in the weekly intercessions, 

on All Saints’ Day or both. If anyone is to 

be added, please write full names, date & 

year of death in the correct month. Thanks  

Recruiting – Magazine editor(s) Our 

current editor is coming to the end of her 

tenure & we are looking for one or more 

people to take over from the beginning of 

2018.  We try to issue 5 mags a year, but 

the format is up to you to create your own 

masterpiece.  Help given if needed. Liz 

Gallagher is responsible for advertising and 

printing. Could this be you? 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

to UNICEF through the Jars of Grace 

this year, a fantastic effort and total, we 

raised £412.88 and over £200 was Gift 

Aided. Well done! 
 

The Book Sale & Plant Stall last Sat. 

raised £80.93.  Thanks to all who 

supported. 

 

Hall heaters : These are being replaced 

next week. So hopefully we will have a 

winter of content! 

Wed 11th October 

Maidenbower Infant Sch. 15.15 

 

Wed 18th October 

St Barnabas Hall  15.00 
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