
WHOSE SIDE IS GOD ON? 

At the beginning of the film ’The Longest 

Day’, John Wayne ask a senior General “I 

wonder whose side God is on?” The reason 

for the question was that the torrential rain 

had made the Normandy invasion very 

problematic. I remember my father, after 

the war, showing me a small German bible 

with the inscription inside the cover of – 

“Gott mit uns” – God with us. 

Whose side is God on?  The answer, of 

course, is no-one’s.  Yet many nations and 

religions have claimed that God is on their 

side (even to this present day). Anyone 

familiar with the Old Testament will observe 

in the historical narratives an extraordinary 

list of nations and communities wiped out 

by the Hebrew people on their journey to 

the “Promised Land”.   They believed it was 

God who had directed them to kill off any 

who stood in their way.  It was genocide; 

there is no other word to describe it. 

Contrast this bloody history with the 

message of the New Testament.  “God is 

Love”.  It is an easy phrase and trips off the 

tongue, but what does it actually mean? 

Many years ago I heard a definition of ‘love’ 

as the accurate estimate and meeting of 

another person’s true needs.  The key 

words are ‘accurate’ and ‘true needs’.  

Sometimes the loving thing to do is to 

challenge someone, not sink into a 

sentimental ‘there, there’, attitude. It goes 

without saying that all of us find that being 

‘loving’ is difficult and often perplexing. That 

phrase from St Augustine – one that I often 

refer to- holds the key. “Life is for loving, 

time only that we may find God.” 

So keep on loving and looking.  

Roger  

 

  

                    13th August  
  

Trinity 9 

Welcome to our 

services at  

St Nicholas’ in 

Worth and 

St. Barnabas’ in 

Pound Hill. 
 

 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services and notices for everyone.  It is 

for you to take home and share. If 

you are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves.  Please feel free to 

use the soft toys and books at the back of 

the church for your children.  At 

Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. We’d 

also love you to join us for refreshments 

after the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

  

 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00 Holy Communion                 St Nicholas’                                 

Celebrant & Preacher:           Revd David Knight 

09.45 Parish Eucharist                    St Nicholas’   

Celebrant & Preacher           Revd Gordon Parry 

10.00 Eucharist                             St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher             Revd David Knight 

12.00 Baptism                        St Nicholas’  

                                        Revd Gordon Parry 

 

Revd Gordon Parry 
 



Collect  
Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 

open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the 

Spirit in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

First Reading 

1 Kings 19.9-18 

At that place he came to a cave, and spent 

the night there. 

Then the word of the LORD came to him, 

saying, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He 

answered, ‘I have been very zealous for 

the LORD, the God of hosts; for the 

Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 

and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ 

Elijah Meets God at Horeb 

 He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain 

before the LORD, for the LORD is about to 

pass by.’ Now there was a great wind, so 

strong that it was splitting mountains and 

breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, 

but the LORD was not in the wind; and after 

the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was 

not in the earthquake; and after the 

earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in 

the fire; and after the fire a 

sound of sheer 

silence. When Elijah heard 

it, he wrapped his face in 

his mantle and went out 

and stood at the entrance 

of the cave. Then there 

came a voice to him that 

said, ‘What are you doing 

here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been very 

zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for 

the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 

and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ 

Then the LORD said to him, ‘Go, return on 

your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 

when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as 

king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu 

son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you 

shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-

meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever 

escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall 

kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of 

Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven 

thousand in Israel, all the knees that have 

not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that 

has not kissed him.’ 

Psalm 85 8-13 

 Second Reading  

 

 Romans 10.5-15 

Salvation Is for All 

Moses writes concerning the 

righteousness that comes from 

the law, that ‘the person who 

does these things will live by 

them.’ But the righteousness 

that comes from faith says, ‘Do 

not say in your heart, “Who 

will ascend into heaven?” ’ (that 

is, to bring Christ down) ‘or 

“Who will descend into the 

abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring 

Christ up from the dead). But 

what does it say? 

‘The word is near you, 

   on your lips and in your 

heart’ (that is, the word of faith 

that we proclaim); because if you confess 

with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe 

in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved. For one believes 

with the heart and so is justified, and one 

confesses with the mouth and so is 

saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.’ For 

there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is 

generous to all who call on him. For, 

‘Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.’ 



But how are they to call on one in whom 

they have not believed? And how are they 

to believe in one of whom they have never 

heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone to proclaim him? And how are 

they to proclaim him unless they are sent? 

As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet 

of those who bring good news!’ 
 

Gospel 

Matthew 14.22-33 

Jesus Walks on the Water 
Immediately he made the disciples get into 

the boat and go on ahead to the other side, 

while he dismissed the crowds. And after he 

had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 

mountain by himself to pray. When evening 

came, he was there alone, but by this time 

the boat, battered by the waves, was far 

from the land, for the wind was against 

them. And early in the morning he came 

walking towards them on the lake. But when 

the disciples saw him walking on the lake, 

they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ 

And they cried out in fear. But immediately 

Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it 

is I; do not be afraid.’ 

 Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, 

command me to come to you on the 

water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of 

the boat, started walking on the water, and 

came towards Jesus. But when he noticed 

the strong wind, he became frightened, and 

beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save 

me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand 

and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little 

faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got 

into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in 

the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you 

are the Son of God.’ 
 

 

Post Communion 

Holy Father, who gathered us here around the 

table of your Son to share this meal with the 

whole household of God: in that new world 

where you reveal the fullness of your peace, 

gather people of every race and language to 

share in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 
 SERVICES THIS WEEK  

 

Thurs  
17th Aug    

10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sat 19th Aug 14.00 Wedding 

16.00 Wedding 

St Nicholas’ 

Sun  

20th Aug 

08.00 Holy 

Communion 

St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung 

Eucharist  

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist St Barnabas’ 

11.30 Nic’s Mini 

Messy 

St Nicholas’ 

13.00 Baptism  St Nicholas’ 

 

Readings for Sunday 20th August   

Trinity 10 

Isaiah 56.1,6-8              Psalm 67 

Romans 11.1-2a,29-32    

Matthew 15.[10-20]21-28 

   
     

 



Notices & Diary Notes 
 

Friday lunches 12.30 in the Pastoral 

Centre, 2 courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. All 

welcome. Please order tickets by 16th Aug 

(for catering) for 18th Aug at the PC or call 

0300 111 8150  
 

Please note that there will be no 

Tuesday 10.30 service at St B this coming 

week, 15th Aug 
 

St Barnabas Julian Meeting on Monday 

14th August at 11am. Old and new friends 

very welcome. 
 

Toilet Refurbishments – work will 

continue until approx. 25th Aug. 
 

Church Closure. 

St Nicholas church will be closed to all on 

Wednesday morning 16th August from 

08.30 to 12.00 mid day as it is being used  

for a filming project. 

Apologies for any inconvenience caused. 
 

Gardening session at St. Barnabas on 

Saturday 19th August 9.00am-

11.30am. Please help if you are free -  an 

hour or two or longer will be 

welcomed! Refreshments provided. 

Please sign the list at St. Barnabas 

or just turn up on the day. Thank you.  
 

Parish Prayer Group Mon 21st Aug 

19.30 in the Pastoral Centre.  Everyone 

welcome – no experience necessary! 
 

Revd Steve Burston will be licensed as 

Priest in charge of St John’s Church on 

Thurs 7th Sept 2017 at 19.30. Everyone 

welcome.  If anyone is need of a lift please 

contact the parish office. 0300 111 8150 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas Circle is now taking its 

summer break.  As many will want to go to 

Steve’s licensing it has been decided to 

postpone the September talk to 2018. Next 

St Nicholas Circle will be Thurs 5th October  
 

Saturday 9th September 13.30 – 16.30 

St Barnabas showing a DVD of The Gospel 

of Mark, followed by fellowship, tea & 

cakes. Please sign the sheet at the back of 

both churches. For further information 

please contact Joan Tick 884695. 
 

September 21st International Day of 

Peace [Live better together] at Chichester 

Cathedral between 10.30 & 21.30. There 

are some tickets still available for the Talks 

if you wish to attend please book via the 

website  www.chichestercathedral.org.uk  

Posters are in both churches with more 

information. 
  

Monday 2nd October 19.30 St Nicholas 

The licensing of Revd Michael Boag as 

Rector of the Parish. Please put this date in 

your diary to give Fr Michael a truly great 

welcome!  

CONTACTS 

   During the interregnum the Rural Dean,      

the Revd Canon Julia Peaty & Church 

Wardens, Phyl Pennell and Gerald 

Sandwell, are the Sequestrators 

(responsible for clergy cover).  
 

  Also Revd Gordon Parry has offered his   

  number  07802 43 23 98  if  anyone  

  specifically needs to talk with a member  

  of clergy 

   

   Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N) 01293 883388 

Colin Smith (St N) 01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office 

0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org (NB new address) 

Jar of Grace labels are available in both 

churches from today. This is your 

opportunity to save some coins, in a jar, 

in thanks for every meal you have 

between now and Harvest, when we will 

collect the jars for UNICEF. This money 

will then be used to help protect children 

put at risk during tragic emergencies 

around the world. Thank you 

http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/
mailto:office@worthparish.org

