
Our gardens are approaching their best at 

this time of year. The sun has shone on 

them in abundance and recent rains have 

watered them copiously. Yet we all know 

that as plants come into bloom, some 

indeed wither and die, some never 

germinate and some become magnificent 

testimony to the rich and varied beauty of 

the world and to the power of their 

creator. Our emotional lives and our 

journeys of faith follow similar lines, as 

Christ points out in our Gospel reading. 

Gardeners invest time – hours, days, weeks 

and years – throughout the seasons to bring 

what they tend to fruition. It is interesting 

that Christ chose such a metaphor for his 

teaching – teaching that attracted such 

crowds on the lakeside that he had to 

address them from a boat.  

What is implied, but not stated directly in 

these parables, is time. Seeds need time to 

germinate and to reveal the evidence of 

their germination. Time is the other 

‘ingredient’ of a rich soil. Our society is 

obsessed with instant results, even in 

circumstances where time is essential.  

Instant satisfaction, instant happiness, instant 

success are all commended to us through 

advertising and through social media.  

Some things require time. Supremely, our 

journeys of faith, listening and praying to 

God, require time. Love, understanding and 

acceptance of a situation all require time. 

Sometimes things need to happen at the 

‘right’ time’ There is the famous passage 

from Ecclesiastes (3:1-8) which begins ‘For 

everything there is a season and a time for 

every matter under heaven:’.  

Our time with God will be ever varied. 

Sometimes it will seem unrewarding, 

sometimes unpredictable, but the time that 

God’s Son spent on earth, his ministry, 

passion and resurrection, still speaks to us 

across 2000 years of time.            Gordon 

 
 

  

  

16th July - 

Trinity 5 
 

Welcome to our 

services at  

St Nicholas’ in 

Worth and 

St. Barnabas’ in 

Pound Hill. 
 

This sheet details the 

readings in today’s services and notices 

for everyone.  It is for you to take 

home and share. If you are here for the 

first time, please do introduce yourselves.  

Please feel free to use the soft toys and 

books at the back of the church for your 

children.  At Communion, everyone is 

welcome to come up and receive a 

blessing or, if baptised, share the bread 

and wine. We’d also love you to join us 

for refreshments after the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

  

 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00 Holy Communion            St Nicholas’                                 

Celebrant & Preacher:        Revd David Knight 

09.45 Sung Eucharist                  St Nicholas’   

Celebrant & Preacher          Revd Jamie Gater 
 

10.00 Eucharist                       St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher      Revd David Knight 
 

11.30 Nic’s Mini Messy                 St Nicholas’ 
                           Greta Sawyer   



Collect  
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose 

Spirit the whole body of the Church is 

governed and sanctified: hear our prayer 

which we offer for all your faithful people, 

that in their vocation and ministry they may 

serve you in holiness and truth to the glory 

of your name; through our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen 

 

First Reading 

Isaiah 55.10-13 

For as the rain and the snow come down 

from 

heaven, 

   and do 

not return 

there until 

they have 

watered the 

earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

   giving seed to the sower and bread to 

the eater, so shall my word be that goes 

out from my mouth; 

   it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I 

purpose, and succeed in the thing for 

which I sent it.  

For you shall go out in joy, and be led 

back in peace; the mountains and the hills 

before you shall burst into song, and all 

the trees of the field shall clap their 

hands.  

Instead of the thorn shall come up the 

cypress; instead of the brier shall come up 

the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for 

a memorial, for an everlasting sign that 

shall not be cut off.  
 

Psalm  

 65.[1-7] 

8-13* 

Second Reading  
 

Romans 8.1-11 

Life in the Spirit 

There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 

set you free from the law of sin and of 

death. For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 

just requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 

the flesh but according to the Spirit. For 

those who live according to the flesh set 

their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set 

their minds on the things of the Spirit. To 

set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 

set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. For this reason the mind that is set 

on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed it 

cannot, and those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 

 But you are not in the flesh; you are in 

the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 

of Christ does 

not belong to 

him. But if 

Christ is in 

you, though 

the body is 

dead because 

of sin, the 

Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. If the Spirit of 

him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 

the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 

in you. 



 Gospel 

Matthew 13.1-9,18-23 
The Parable of the Sower 

That same day Jesus went out of the 

house and sat beside the lake. Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got 

into a boat and sat there, while the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. And he told 

them many things in parables, saying: 

‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as 

he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, 

and the birds came and ate them 

up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and 

they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they 

were scorched; and since they had no 

root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 

among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked 

them. Other 

seeds fell on 

good soil and 

brought forth 

grain, some a 

hundredfold, 

some sixty, 

some 

thirty. Let 

anyone with 

ears listen!’ 

The Parable 

of the 

Sower Explained 

 ‘Hear then the parable of the 

sower. When anyone hears the word of 

the kingdom and does not understand it, 

the evil one comes and snatches away 

what is sown in the heart; this is what was 

sown on the path. As for what was sown 

on rocky ground, this is the one who 

hears the word and immediately receives 

it with joy; yet such a person has no root, 

but endures only for a while, and when 

trouble or persecution arises on account 

of the word, that person immediately falls 

away. As for what was sown among 

thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the 

lure of wealth choke the word, and it 

yields nothing. But as for what was sown 

on good soil, this is the one who hears 

the word and understands it, who indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.’ 
 

Post Communion 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the 

course of this world may be so peaceably 

ordered by your governance, that your 

Church may joyfully serve you in all godly 

quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed 19th July 

St Barnabas 15.00 

 

Old and new friends welcome 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues 
18th July   

10.30 Eucharist St Barnabas’  

Wed 
19th July  

15.00 Messy 

Church 

St Barnabas’ 

Thurs  
20th July    

10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun 

23rd  
July 

08.00 Holy     

          Communion 

St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung Eucharist  St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Family Service St Barnabas’ 

12.00 Baptism St Nicholas’ 

Readings for Sunday 23rd July  

Trinity 6 

Isaiah 44.6-8 

Psalm 86.11-17   Romans 8.12-25 

Matthew 13.24-30,36-43 

 
 

 

 

  

   

      

 

The Parish Prayer Group will next 

meet on Thursday 27th July at 

14.30 at St Nicholas. 

Everyone welcome - no previous 

experience necessary! 

 



Notices & Diary Notes 
 

 

Friday lunches 12.30 in the Pastoral 

Centre, 2 courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. All 

welcome. Please order tickets by 19th July 

(for catering) for 21st  July at the PC or call 

0300 111 8150  
 

Sun 30th July Choral Evensong at St 

Nicholas 18.30. Everyone welcome 
 

Mon 31st July Refurbishment of Parish Hall 

Toilets begins! 
 

Revd Steve Burston will be licensed as 

Priest in charge of St John’s Church on 

Thurs 7th Sept 2017 at 19.30. Everyone 

welcome.  If anyone is need of a lift please 

contact the parish office. 0300 111 8150 
 

Saturday 9th September 13.00 – 16.30 

St Barnabas showing a DVD of The Gospel 

of Mark, followed by fellowship, tea & 

cakes. Please put this date on your diary. 

For further information please contact Joan 

Tick 884695. 
 

St Nicholas Circle is now taking its 

summer break.  As many will want to go to 

Steve’s licensing it has been decided to 

postpone the September talk to 2018. Next 

St Nicholas Circle will be Thurs 5th October  
 

September 21st International Day of 

Peace [Live Better Together] at Chichester 

Cathedral between 10.30 & 21.30, engaging 

activities with Peace & Reconciliation in 

mind, a film and a Speaker [Dr Justine 

Huxley].  Prices range from Free - £10 

depending on the sessions you attend for 

further details phone 0333 666 3366 or 

www.chichestercathedral.org.uk. Leaflets in 

both churches with more information.  
 

Monday 2nd October 19.30 St Nicholas 

The licensing of Revd Michael Boag as  

Rector of the Parish. Please put this date in 

your diary to give Fr Michael a truly great 

welcome!  

 

 

CONTACTS 

   During the interregnum the Rural Dean,      

the Revd Canon Julia Peaty & Church 

Wardens, Phyl Pennell and Gerald 

Sandwell, are the Sequestrators 

(responsible for clergy cover).  
 

  Also Revd Gordon Parry has offered his   

  number  07802 43 23 98  if  anyone  

  specifically needs to talk with a member  

  of clergy 

   

   Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N) 01293 883388 

Colin Smith (St N) 01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office 

0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org.uk 

Parish Summer Fair - £1246 – What a 

result – Thanks to everyone, for helping 

to make the day such a success! 

http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/
mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk

