
As a relatively young priest I learned quite a bit 

from a distinguished retired priest named 

Christopher Hamel-Cooke.  One saying of his 
I took to heart was to relax around the 

lectionary: some Sunday readings inspire you 

more than others. Christopher put it like this: 

‘Some Sundays I feel like I really must say 

something about that; other Sundays I feel like 

I really must say something about that’.  

This is one of those Sundays with a Gospel 

reading where you can be utterly awash with 

things to say! How many parables can you fit 

into one small reading? ‘Quite a few’ seems to 

be the answer today. The one that fits in least 

appeals to me most: the Mustard Seed. 

The Mustard Seed parable is often thought to 

be just another abundant harvest story, 

reprising the teaching that when people are 

guided by God, you see great results. 

However, given that Mustard is closer to being 

a weed than anything else, this all gets more 

interesting. To say it becomes the ‘greatest of 

shrubs’ is faint praise and, to call it a ‘tree’ can 

only be ironic. It is almost impossible to fail to 

grow mustard – which is why it is the subject 

of so many school experiments! On the 

upside, it’s a great source of protein & oil and 

the seeds give us a powerful spice. Altogether, 

what becomes striking is that this lowly, hard-

working and hard to eradicate plant is the 

unexpected symbol of God's dominion.  

We sometimes think of our faith as a delicate 

hot-house plant – easily damaged, very refined 

and distinct from life outside the hot-house. 

So, our theology is often elitist and has little 

respect for the metaphors and wisdom of 

ordinary people. So, our liturgical language 

sometimes appears to be deliberately 

inscrutable and far beyond most adult reading 

ages. So, our church structures are increasingly 

cautious, centralised and self-referential. The 

parable of the Mustard Seed reminds us that 

anything so important to God as the coming of 
the Kingdom, is likely to be robust and to be 

found in a workaday way in the main streams 

of human life and experience.       David 

 

 
 

  

  

30th July - Trinity 7 
 

Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth and 

St. Barnabas’ in Pound Hill. 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services and notices for everyone.  It is 

for you to take home and share. If 

you are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves.  Please feel free to 

use the soft toys and books at the back of 

the church for your children.  At 

Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. We’d 

also love you to join us for refreshments 

after the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

  

 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00 Holy Communion            St Nicholas’                                 

Celebrant & Preacher:        Revd Gordon Parry 

09.45 Parish Eucharist               St Nicholas’   

Celebrant & Preacher        Revd Gordon Parry 
 

18.30 Choral Evensong                 St Nicholas’   

Revd Gordon Parry 
 



Collect  
Lord of all power and might, the author and 

giver of all good things:  

graft in our hearts the love of your name, 

increase in us true religion, nourish us with 

all goodness, and of your great mercy keep 

us in the same; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen 

 

First Reading 

1 Kings 3.5-12 

At Gibeon 

the Lord appeared to 

Solomon in a dream by 

night; and God said, 

‘Ask what I should give you.’ And Solomon 

said, ‘You have shown great and steadfast 

love to your servant my father David, 

because he walked before you in 

faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of heart towards you; and you 

have kept for him this great and steadfast 

love, and have given him a son to sit on his 

throne today. And now, O Lord my God, 

you have made your servant king in place of 

my father David, although I am only a little 

child; I do not know how to go out or come 

in. And your servant is in the midst of the 

people whom you have chosen, a great 

people, so numerous they cannot be 

numbered or counted. Give your servant 

therefore an understanding mind to govern 

your people, able to discern between good 

and evil; for who can govern this your great 

people?’ 

 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked 

this. God said to him, ‘Because you have 

asked this, and have not asked for yourself 

long life or riches, or for the life of your 

enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, I now 

do according to your word. Indeed I give 

you a wise and discerning mind; no one like 

you has been before you and no one like 

you shall arise after you. 

Psalm 119.129-

136 

  

Second Reading  
 

Romans 8.26-39 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; 

for we do not know how to pray as we 

ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 

sighs too deep for words. And God, who 

searches the heart, knows what is the mind 

of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 

for the saints according to the will of God. 

 We know that all things work together for 

good for those who love God, who are 

called according to his purpose. For those 

whom he foreknew he also predestined to 

be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn within a 

large family. And those whom he 

predestined he also called; and those whom 

he called he also justified; and those whom 

he justified he also glorified. 

God’s Love in Christ Jesus 

 What then are we to say 

about these things? If God is 

for us, who is against us? He 

who did not withhold his 

own Son, but gave him up 

for all of us, will he not with 

him also give us everything 

else? Who will bring any 

charge against God’s elect? 

It is God who justifies. Who 

is to condemn? It is Christ 

Jesus, who died, yes, who 

was raised, who is at the 

right hand of God, who 

indeed intercedes for 

us. Who will separate us 

from the love of Christ? 

Will hardship, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? As it is written, 

‘For your sake we are being killed all day 

long; we are accounted as sheep to be 

slaughtered.’  



No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I 

am convinced that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

Gospel 

Matthew 13.31-33,44-52 

The Parable of the Mustard Seed 

 He put before them another parable: ‘The 

kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed 

that someone took and sowed in his field; it 

is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it 

has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 

come and make nests in its branches.’ 

The Parable of the Yeast 

 He told them another parable: ‘The 

kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three 

measures of flour until all of it was 

leavened.’ 

Three Parables 

 ‘The kingdom of 

heaven is like 

treasure hidden in 

a field, which 

someone found 

and hid; then in his 

joy he goes and 

sells all that he has 

and buys that field. 

 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 

one pearl of great value, he went and sold all 

that he had and bought it. 

 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net 

that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 

of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into 

baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be 

at the end of the age. The angels will come 

out and separate the evil from the 

righteous and throw them into the furnace 

of fire, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 

Treasures New and Old 

 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They 

answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, 

‘Therefore every scribe who has been 

trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and hat is old.’ 
 

Post Communion 

Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and 

the source of life, ever giving himself that 

the world may live: ay we so receive within 

ourselves the power of his death and 

passion that, in his saving cup, we may share 

his glory and be made perfect in his love; for 

he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues 1st Aug   10.30 Eucharist St Barnabas’  
Thurs  
3rd Aug    

10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sat 5th  12.00 Wedding St Nicholas’ 

Sun 

6th Aug 

08.00 Holy 

Communion 

St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung 

Eucharist  

St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist St Barnabas’ 

11.30 Nic’s Mini 

Messy  

St Nicholas’ 

Readings for Sunday 6th August   

Trinity 8 

Daniel 7.9,10,13,14     Psalm 97 

2 Peter 1.16-19    Luke 9.28-36 
 

 

 

   

    

       

 

RIP 

George Joseph Lee -  Died 31/07/1917 - 

Private G/25345, 11th (Service) Ben 

(Lewisham) Queens Own (Royal West 

Kent Regiment). Commemorated on the 

Menin Gate, Ypres. Born Staplefield about 

1879, son of George and Julia Lee. Husband 

of Mary Elizabeth Lee of Cinder Banks 

Cottage, Pease Pottage. Both George and 

his father were gamekeepers. Killed on the 

first day of the Battle of Pilckem Ridge.  
 

A quarter peal will be rung in his honour 

before Choral evensong tonight 

 



Notices & Diary Notes 
 

 

Friday lunches 12.30 in the Pastoral 

Centre, 2 courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. All 

welcome. Please order tickets by 2nd Aug 

(for catering) for 4th Aug at the PC or call 

0300 111 8150  
 

Sun 30th July Choral Evensong at St 

Nicholas 18.30. Everyone welcome 
 

Mon 31st July Refurbishment of Parish Hall 

Toilets begins! 
 

Revd Steve Burston will be licensed as 

Priest in charge of St John’s Church on 

Thurs 7th Sept 2017 at 19.30. Everyone 

welcome.  If anyone is need of a lift please 

contact the parish office. 0300 111 8150 
 

Saturday 9th September 13.00 – 16.30 

St Barnabas showing a DVD of The Gospel 

of Mark, followed by fellowship, tea & 

cakes. Please sign the sheet at the back of 

both churches. For further information 

please contact Joan Tick 884695. 
 

St Nicholas Circle is now taking its 

summer break.  As many will want to go to 

Steve’s licensing it has been decided to 

postpone the September talk to 2018. Next 

St Nicholas Circle will be Thurs 5th October  
 

September 21st International Day of 

Peace [Live Better Together] at Chichester 

Cathedral between 10.30 & 21.30, engaging 

activities with Peace & Reconciliation in 

mind, a film and a Speaker [Dr Justine 

Huxley].  Prices range from Free - £10 

depending on the sessions you attend for 

further details phone 0333 666 3366 or 

www.chichestercathedral.org.uk. Leaflets in 

both churches with more information.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 2nd October 19.30 St Nicholas 

The licensing of Revd Michael Boag as 

Rector of the Parish. Please put this date in 

your diary to give Fr Michael a truly great 

welcome!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

   During the interregnum the Rural Dean,      

the Revd Canon Julia Peaty & Church 

Wardens, Phyl Pennell and Gerald 

Sandwell, are the Sequestrators 

(responsible for clergy cover).  
 

  Also Revd Gordon Parry has offered his   

  number  07802 43 23 98  if  anyone  

  specifically needs to talk with a member  

  of clergy 

   

   Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N) 01293 883388 

Colin Smith (St N) 01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office 

0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org.uk 

http://www.chichestercathedral.org.uk/
mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk

