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The Gospel reading today is one of promise. 

Christ, through his Father, undertakes to send 

his disciples the Holy Spirit, the ‘spirit of truth’ 

which will be alien to much of the world 

because of its prevailing perceptions & values. 

This spirit will ‘abide with’ the disciples, so 

giving them the paternal and spiritual support 

needed for their ministry. 

This spirit is fundamental to the life of the 

disciples: ‘…because I live, you also will live.’ 

This spirit will animate – enliven – them and give 

them the knowledge, understanding and action 

that comes from being in touch with the 

authentic source of all love. 

The N. T. reading from Peter is blunt advice on 

the possible cost of doing good, of having a 

clear conscience, of keeping focus on God, 

through Christ, and of remembering that Christ 

himself suffered for just these reasons. 

We live in confusing times with daily attacks on 

our understanding of the world through 

elements of the media which prey on our 

desires, which pander to some of our instincts 
and offer us undeliverable promises as well as 

distorted pictures of reality. At present this is 

increased by promise – and counter promise -  

of partial and biased presentation of ‘the facts’ 

that seem to have become the fabric of election 

publicity. 

If the God we worship is the source of all truth 

and love then a focus on God is the anchor we 

need in order to stabilise our thoughts and 

actions as society argues and debates how it will 

be governed and what identity our country 

should have after the General Election. This is 

presented by the Archbishops of Canterbury 

and York as a contribution by the established 

church to the pre-election debate. They talk 

about identity, heritage, cohesion, community, 

stability and change & argue that religious belief 

has a vital importance within contemporary 

politics. This letter is available online (the 

Church of England website –and is extremely 

thought-provoking. Today’s readings give it 

context and significance. Gordon 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth and St. 

Barnabas’ in Pound Hill. 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services and notices for everyone.  It is 

for you to take home and share. If 

you are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves.  Please feel free to 

use the soft toys and books at the back of 

the church for your children.  At 

Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. We’d 

also love you to join us for refreshments 

after the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send pew sheet notices for  

28 May only to Joan Tick – 

tickjoan@gmail.com  

 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00 Holy Communion            St Nicholas’                                 

Celebrant & Preacher:      Revd David Knight 

09.45 Sung Eucharist                  St Nicholas’   

Celebrant & Preacher:  Revd Canon Julia Peaty 
 

10.00 Eucharist Service       St Barnabas’ 

                                      Revd David Knight 
  

11.30 Nic’s Mini Messy           Greta Sawyer     

mailto:tickjoan@gmail.com


Collect  
God our redeemer, you have delivered us 

from the power of darkness and brought us 

into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us 

to life, so by his continual presence in us he 

may raise us to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen 

              

First Reading   

 Acts 17:22-31            

Paul addresses the Athenians 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus 

and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went 

through the city and looked carefully at the 

objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription, 'To an 

unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 

as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God 

who made the world and everything in it, he 

who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in shrines made by human hands, nor is 

he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all 

mortals life and breath and all things. From 

one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 

the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 

their existence and the boundaries of the 

places where they would live, so that they 

would search for God and perhaps grope 

for him and find him--though indeed he is 

not far from each one of us.  

For 'In him we live and move and have our 

being'; as even some of your own poets 

have said, 'For we too are his offspring.' 

Since we are God's offspring, we ought not 

to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, 

or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of mortals.  

While God has 

overlooked the times 

of human ignorance, 

now he commands all 

people everywhere to 

repent, because he 

has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed, and of this he has 

given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead."      
        
  Psalm 

 66:8-20            

                  
   
Second Reading       
1 Peter 3:13-22 

 Now who will harm you if you are eager to 

do what is good? But even if you do suffer 

for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do 

not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify 

Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 

your defence to anyone who demands from 

you an accounting for the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and 

reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so 

that, when you are maligned, those who 

abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 

may be put to shame. For it is better to 

suffer for doing good, if suffering should be 

God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For 

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 

bring you to God. He was put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in 

which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in 

former times did 

not obey, when 

God waited 

patiently in the 

days of Noah, 

during the 

building of the 

ark, in which a 

few, that is, eight 

persons, were 

saved through 

water. And 

baptism, which 

this prefigured, 

now saves you--



not as a removal of dirt from the body, but 

as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

who has gone into heaven and is at the right 

hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 

powers made subject to him. 

 

Gospel              

John14:15-21            

"If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another 

Advocate, to be with 

you forever. This is 

the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world 

cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. 

You know him, because he abides with you, 

and he will be in you. "I will not leave you 

orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little 

while the world will no longer see me, but 

you will see me; because I live, you also will 

live.   On that day, you will know that I am 

in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 

They who have my commandments and 

keep them are those who love me; and my 

Father will love those who love me, and I 

will love them and reveal myself to them.  
 

Post Communion God our Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of 

eternal life: may we thirst for you, the spring 

of life and source of goodness, through him 

who is alive and reigns, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Notices &  Diary Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday lunches 12.30 in the Pastoral 

Centre 2 courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. All 

welcome. Please order tickets by 24th (for 

catering) for 26th May at the PC or (till 9th 

Jun) call Sheila on 513496  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

May 25th Ascension Day ~ there will be 

a service at St Nicholas at 10.30am and 

at Holy Trinity, Forest Row at 

7.30pm. Both services are open for 

everyone to attend, but if you require 

transport to Forest Row please contact 

either Mary Fry or Joan Tick today (May 

21st) to arrange this. 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues 
23rd     

10.30 Eucharist St Barnabas’  

Wed 
24th  

15:00 Messy Church  St Barnabas’  

Thur 

25th    
10.30 Ascension Day      

          Eucharist 

St Nicholas’ 

 

Sat 

27th  

14.30 Wedding St Nicholas’ 

Sun 

28th  

May 

08.00 Holy   

          Communion 
St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung Eucharist  St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Family Service St Barnabas’ 

12.00 Baptism  St Nicholas’ 

Readings for Sunday 28th May 

 Easter 7      
Acts 1.6-14   Psalm 68.1-10,32-35* 

1 Peter 4. 12 – 14;  5. 6-11 

John 17. 1-11 

 

 

 

1 Peter 4.12-14; 5.6-11   John 17.1-11 

Please note that whilst Sue is away on 

holiday, the office phone will only be 

manned on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Normal service will resume on 9 Jun. 

Articles for the Summer Mag no later 

than Mon 29 May, please to 

parishmag@worthparish.org.uk 



 

May 25th Mothers’ Union Meeting will 

NOT be at St Barnabas. We will be at the 

Ascension Day service at Forest Row. 

 

Gardening Session ~ There will be a 

gardening tidy up from 9.30am- 11.30am 

at St. Barnabas on Saturday 27th May. 

All helpers welcome. There will be a Plant 

stall on this occasion too. Do come and 

buy your Summer bedding plants etc.   
 

May 27th & 28th  Big Church Day Out 
at Wiston House, Steyning.  

Fun & modern worship. 

Please contact Stuart 873073 for 

discounted tickets jstuartsharpe@aol.com 

 
Thurs 1st June St Nicholas Circle 

Bring & Share Summer Delight with 

bumper raffle. Everyone welcome. 

 

 

THY KINGDOM COME - PENTECOST 

shared Ecumenical Service Friary Church   

Sun 4th June 15:00 well known hymns! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

June 20th - 24th Open Air play of the 

Life of Christ at Wintershall, Bramley, 

Nr Guildford – see posters in churches. 

 
 

 

Wed 24th May 

St Barnabas 15.00 

Wed 14th June 

Maidenbower 15.15 

Old and new friends welcome 

CONTACTS 

   During the interregnum the Rural Dean,      

the Revd Canon Julia Peaty & Church 

Wardens, Phyl Pennell and Gerald 

Sandwell, are the Sequestrators 

(responsible for clergy cover).  

  Also Revd Gordon Parry has offered his   

  number 07802 43 23 98 if anyone  

  specifically needs to talk with a member  

  of clergy 

  Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Gerald Sandwell (St N) 01293 883388 

Colin Smith (St N) 01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office 

0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org.uk 

 

You are warmly welcome  

to come and join  

the Mothers’ Union for a CREAM TEA  

including a Raffle & Book Stall 
On Saturday 3rd June 2.30 – 4.30pm 

at Blackwater Lodge,  Blackwater Lane. 

All monies will be going to help 

 Diocesan MU Projects. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Tickets £5 from Mary 410383 or Joan 884695 
 

Sat 8th July Parish Summer Fair at 

St. Barnabas, Sat 8 July 12.00-15.00 We 

are looking for raffle and tombola prizes 

as well as bottles (full) for the bottle stall, 

books and items for a Garden Stall, e.g. 

tools, pots, etc. There is a list of stalls 

we hope to have at the back of both 

churches - please sign up to help us.  

Thank you.  

Mon 5th June Prayer Group  

meeting at 19.30, St Barnabas’.  

Everyone welcome 
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