
Our Gospel reading sits uncomfortably 

against our urge to think ahead (sometimes 

very necessary) and to be ‘doing’ rather than 

‘being’. It’s true that holidays do enable us to 

step out of our busy routines and enjoy a life 

of relative stillness, driven more by an 

immediate appreciation of today rather than 

concerns for tomorrow.  

We are also surrounded by suggestions, 

often in the form of TV programmes, that if 

we only move house, move to another 

country, build a new and revolutionary 

house, change the shape of our bodies, or 

take up regular sports activity, then, so 

renewed, we will somehow be fulfilled.  

It is, in contrast, a powerful theme of several 

religions (including Christianity) that we 

should aim for a complete detachment from 

dependence upon the material and search for 

a spiritual connection with God, uncluttered 

by our material obsessions.  

Thomas Merton, an American, Cistercian 

monk, wrote a book called ‘New Seeds of 

Contemplation’ in which he talks about the 

fixed identity of living things being a 

reflection of God’s holiness, whether it is a 

tree, an awkward foal, flowers, leaves, lakes 

and mountains. Human beings too, he claims, 

have a sanctity in being themselves.  

There was a TV programme shown some 

days ago, which looked at the qualities and 

characteristics of one of the Lake District’s 

most distinctive mountains, ‘Blencathra’ or 

‘Saddleback’ as it is also known. Located on 

the northern edge of the Lake District, its 

beauty and mystery were marvellously 

portrayed in an hour’s unforgettable 

television which set alongside each other 

Blencathra’s changing seasonal character and 

its influence on the lives of those who lived 

close to it and those who visited it from afar.  

How can we resolve the tension between 

‘being’ and ‘doing’ in our lives?     Gordon 

 

  

Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth and St 

Barnabas’ in Pound Hill. 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services and notices for everyone.  It is 

for you to take home and share. If 

you are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves.  Please feel free to 

use the soft toys and books at the back of 

the church for your children.  At 

Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. We’d 

also love you to join us for refreshments 

after the service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00  Holy Communion            St Nicholas’                                 

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry 

09.45 Sung Eucharist                 St Nicholas’   

Celebrant & Preacher:      Revd Gordon Parry 
 

10.00 Eucharist Service         St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher:        Rev.  David Knight 
 

11.30 Messy Nics        St Nicholas’ 

Greta Sawyer 
     
 

2nd  Sunday 

before Lent 

19th February 

2017 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

 



Collect 

Almighty God, you have created the heavens 

and the earth and made us in your own 

image: teach us to discern your hand in all 

your works and your likeness in all your 

children; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 

reigns supreme over all things, now and for 

ever. 

Amen 

 

First 

Reading 
 

Genesis 1.1 

- 2.3 

 

 

 

In the beginning when God created the 

heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face 

of the deep, while a wind from God swept 

over the face of the waters. Then God said, 

‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And 

God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. God 

called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the first day. 

 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the 

midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.’ So God made the 

dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were 

above the dome. And it was so. God called 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the second day. 

 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the 

sky be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God 

called the dry land Earth, and the waters 

that were gathered together he called Seas. 

And God saw that it was good. Then God 

said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every 

kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 

it.’ And it was so. The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 

kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 

with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 

good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 

 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the 

dome of the sky to separate the day from 

the night; and let them be for signs and for 

seasons and for days and years, and let them 

be lights in the dome of the sky to give light 

upon the earth.’ And it was so. God made 

the two great lights—the greater light to 

rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 

night—and the stars. God set them in the 

dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 

to rule over the day and over the night, and 

to separate the light from the darkness. And 

God saw that it was good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fourth 

day. 

 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth 

swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the 

sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, of 

every kind, with which the waters swarm, 

and every winged bird of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. God blessed 

them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply 

on the earth.’ And there was evening and 

there was morning, the fifth day. 

 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth 

living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth 

of every kind.’ And it was so. God made the 

wild animals of the earth of every kind, and 

the cattle of every kind, and everything that 

creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. 

 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in 

our image, according to our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creeps upon the earth.’ So God created 

humankind in his image, in the image of God 

he created them; male and female he 

created them. God blessed them, and God 



said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 

the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I 

have given you every plant yielding seed that 

is upon the face of all the earth, and every 

tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 

them for food. And to every beast of the 

earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, 

everything that has the breath of life, I have 

given every green plant for food.’ And it was 

so. God saw everything that he had made, 

and indeed, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the sixth 

day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were 

finished, and all their multitude. And on the 

seventh day God finished the work that he 

had done, and he rested on the seventh day 

from all the work that he had done. So God 

blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, 

because on it God rested from all the work 

that he had done in creation. 
 

  

Psalm 136 
 

 
Second 

Reading     

Romans 8.18-25  
Future Glory 

 I consider that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worth comparing with the 

glory about to be revealed to us. For the 

creation waits with eager longing for the 

revealing of the children of God; for the 

creation was subjected to futility, not of its 

own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope that the creation itself 

will be set free from its bondage to decay 

and will obtain the freedom of the glory of 

the children of God. We know that the 

whole creation has been groaning in labour 

pains until now; and not only the creation, 

but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 

of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait 

for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now 

hope that is seen is not hope. For who 

hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we 

wait for it with patience. 
 

Gospel                         
Matthew-2 6.25-34 

Do Not Worry 

 ‘Therefore I tell you, do 

not worry about your life, 

what you will eat or what 

you will drink, or about your body, what 

you will wear. Is not life more than food, 

and the body more than clothing? Look at 

the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 

reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 

more value than they? And can any of you 

by worrying add a single hour to your span 

of life? And why do you worry about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 

they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I 

tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 

not clothed like one of these. But if God so 

clothes the grass of the field, which is alive 

today and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven, will he not much more clothe you—

you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, 

saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will 

we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is 

the Gentiles who strive for all these things; 

and indeed your heavenly Father knows that 

you need all these things. But strive first for 

the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you as 

well. ‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 

Today’s trouble is enough for today. 
 

Post Communion Prayer   

God our creator, by your gift the tree of life 

was set at the heart of the earthly paradise, 

and the bread of life at the heart of your 

Church: may we who have been nourished 

at your table on earth be transformed by 

the glory of the Saviour’s cross and enjoy 

the delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Pastoral Centre is open  

Mon 14.00 – 16.00 & Tues, Fri, Sat 10.30 – 

12.00 for refreshments and friendship 
 

Friday lunches 12.30 in the Centre - 2 

courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. All welcome. 

Please order tickets by 15th Feb (for catering) 

for 17th Feb at the PC or call 0300 111 8150. 
 

Fun  Mondays 

The Pastoral Centre Café is open on Monday 

afternoons from 14.00 – 16.00. A group of 

regulars are keen to play some card or board 

games. Come to play or just to chat. 

Tea/coffee and cake available. 
 

Sat 25th   Feb Book Sale 10.00 - 11.45 in 

the Pastoral Centre in aid of the Hall Toilets 

Project. Please bring your unwanted (good 
condition only) books to the Pastoral Centre 

on Friday 24th February between 10.00 am 

and 2.00pm or on the morning of the sale from 

9.15am.' Thank you.  
 

Thursday 9th March 19.00 – 21.00 

Crawley Question Time Open to everyone 

who has a question about the work the 

Council does and what they can do for us and 

the community. Please  register beforehand at 

www.crawley.gov.uk/getinvolved. If anyone 

does not have a computer and would like the 

office to register you, please call the office. 

 
 

 
 

 

Notices & Diary Notes 
 

Lent Course The course is designed to help 

us understand the Bible better and grow 

together in our faith. If you have never been to 

a course before this is a good start. Revd Julia 

Peaty will be leading the course on Thurs 
evenings at St Barnabas starting on Thurs 9th 

March at 7.30pm for 5 weeks. Please sign up 

on the sheets in either church or email 

julia@peaty.net for more information and so 

that we know how many course booklets to 

print. It doesn't matter if you can't make every 

week just come along and find out more. 

Home groups will meet as usual during Lent. 
 

Saturday 11th March 9.30am - 11.00am 

Jumble Sale in the Parish Hall, in aid of Hall 

refurbishments. Please save your jumble for us 

(we have nowhere to store it).  
 

Friday March 17th - our Parish will be prayed 

for in Chichester Cathedral during Evensong at 

17.30, No booking needed but signing the list 

is helpful so we can advise on numbers and see 

if anyone requires a lift. 
 

 Tuesday 4th April 9.30am- 10.15am A 

presentation by the Alzheimer's Society. We 

would like to make our Pastoral Centre 

'dementia friendly'. This is open to all, please 

come and bring your friends and families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

CONTACTS 

   During the interregnum the Rural Dean,      

the Revd Canon Julia Peaty & Church 

Wardens, Phyl Pennell and David Parker, 

are the sequestrators (responsible for 

clergy cover).  
 

  Also Revd Gordon Parry has offered his   

  number 07802 43 23 98 if anyone  

  specifically needs to talk with a member  

  of clergy 

  Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

David Parker (St N) 01293 884574 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Colin Smith (St N) 01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office 

0300 111 8150 

office@worthparish.org.uk 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues 
14th    

10.30 Eucharist St Barnabas’  

Thur 
16th    

10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun 

26th 

Feb 

08.00 Holy Communion St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung Eucharist  St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist St Barnabas’ 

12.00 Baptism  St Nicholas’ 

18.30 Choral Evensong St Nicholas’ 
 

Readings for Sunday 26th Feb 

Sunday before Lent 

Exodus 24.12-18  Psalm 2 or Psalm 99 

2 Peter 1.16-21   Matthew 17.1-9  

Please note the ANNUAL 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING is 

on Wednesday 29 March @ 19.00  

All are welcome, so please try to attend! 

http://www.crawley.gov.uk/getinvolved
mailto:julia@peaty.net
mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk

