
Advent is so many things. It is the 
beginning of the Church’s year, a year 

in which the key events of Christ’s 
incarnation - his life as a human being - 
his birth, childhood, ministry, death and 

resurrection are represented in the 
patterns of worship of the Church. It is 

a time of looking forward, of 
anticipation of Christ’s arrival on earth 

as a fragile newborn, his parents far 
from their home, but their infant 

known by strangers for what he was 
and what he would become.  

Advent is also a time of preparation, of 
searching within ourselves for our 

readiness to receive God in our lives, 
our actions, and our aspirations. There 

is always a tendency to portray Christ’s 
coming into the world as the ultimate 

remedy for all the ills that afflict 
humanity rather than as a means of 
helping us to cope with and try to heal 

the dislocations and dysfunctions of the 
world. In this sense, Advent gives us an 

opportunity to review the whole 
impact of God in the world, of God in 

our lives and the extent to which we 
recognise the actuality and potential of 

God’s involvement in his creation. That 
is why Advent Gospel readings 

emphasise watchfulness, alertness and a 
capacity to remain aware of the 

transience of life’s events compared to 
the eternality of life with God, 

promised to all those who have faith in 
him. Advent combines awesome 

responsibility with awesome prospects. 
What a way to start the Church’s year! 
         Gordon 

 

 
Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth and St 

Barnabas’ in Pound Hill. 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services and notices about our 

community.  Please do take it home. If 

you are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves.  We’d also love you 

to join us for refreshments after the 

service.  Please feel free to use the soft 

toys and books at the back of the church 

for your children.  At Communion, 

everyone is welcome to come up and 

receive a blessing or, if baptised, share the 

bread and wine. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

SERVICES TODAY 

 
08.00   Holy Communion           St Nicholas’                                 

 

09.45  Sung Eucharist                 St Nicholas’    

 

10.00  Family Service (Non Eucharist)   

      St Barnabas’  

 

18.30  Advent Carol Service      St Nicholas’                 

 

                   

 

The First 

Sunday of 

Advent 
 

27th November 

 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

 



Collect 
Almighty God, give us grace that we may 

cast away the works of darkness, and put 

upon us the armour of light, now in the time 

of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus 

Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 

in the last day, when he shall come again in 

his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick 

and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, now 

and ever. Amen 
                                   

First Reading    
Isaiah 2.1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 

concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In days to 

come the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains, and shall be raised above 

the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  

Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let 

us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 

house of the God of Jacob; that he may 

teach us his ways and that we may walk in 

his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth 

instruction,  and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem. He shall judge between the 

nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-

hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, neither shall they learn war 

any more.  

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 

light of the Lord!  

 
 

Psalm 
122 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Second Reading      
Romans 13.11-14 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how 

it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 

when we became believers; the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 

the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light; let us live honourably as in 

the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, 

not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 

quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 

for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Gospel  
Matthew 24.36-44 

But about that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. For as the days of Noah 

were, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. For as in those days before the flood 

they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, and they knew nothing until 

the flood came and swept them all away, so 

too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

Then two will be in the field; one will be 

taken and one will be left. Two women will 

be grinding meal together; one will be taken 

and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, 

for you do not know on what day your Lord 

is coming. But understand this: if the owner 

of the house had known in what part of the 

night the thief was coming, he would have 

stayed awake and would not have let his 

house be broken into. Therefore you also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 

at an unexpected hour. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
O Lord our God, make us watchful and 

keep us faithful as we await the coming of 

your Son our Lord; that, when he shall 

appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service and joyful in his 

praise; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Diocese of Chichester Year of the 

Bible 2017 

Advent Sunday this year will mark the 

beginning of ‘Year of the Bible’, which is a 

Diocesan initiative to help us engage with 

the scriptures, both individually and within 

our worshipping community. Our Bishops 

call us to “Bring your bible to church on 4th 

December”. 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues   10.30 Eucharist St Barnabas’  

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun 

4th 

Dec 

08.00 Holy Communion St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung Eucharist  St Nicholas’ 

10.00 Eucharist 
 

St Barnabas’ 

11.30 Nic’s Service    

and Christingle                    

St Nicholas’ 

 

 

Readings for Sunday 4th December  

St Nicholas’ Patronal Festival 
Isaiah 61.   v. 1 – 3 

1 Timothy 6.  v 6 – 11 

Mark 10.   v. 13 – 16 

St Barnabas’ 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11. 1-10 

Psalm 72  1 – 7 

Romans 15.  4-13 

Matthew 3. 1-12 

 

Parish Home Groups will continue to 

meet every two weeks - if you are 

interested in joining a home group please 

contact either Dave Parker 884574 or 

Joan Tick 884695. 

 

 Fun  Mondays 

The Pastoral Centre Café is open on 

Monday afternoons from 14.00 – 16.00. A 

group of regulars are keen to play some 

card or board games. Come to play or 

just to chat. Tea/coffee and cake available.  

Jars of Grace donations for the 

Children’s Society will be collected at 

both churches TODAY. Any not 

collected at the services may be passed 

to Joan Tick (884695) during this coming 

week. Thank you. 

Wed 7 Dec 16  

Maidenbower Infants School 15.15 
 

Wed 14th Dec 16 

St Barnabas’ 15.00  

 

Old and new friends welcome! 
 

Christmas Cards 

Christmas cards featuring a painting of St 

Nicholas Church by Father Roger Brown 

They come in packs of 5 cards priced at 

£2.50 per pack. See Joan Pallett please 

 

The Christmas Charities 2016 are the 

Salvation Army, Crawley Open House and 

our Parish. Thanks to those of you who 

voted for the national and local charities.  

The Pastoral Centre always welcomes 

home-made cakes. If anyone is willing to 

bake any items for us these will be 

gratefully received. Reimbursement can be 

arranged for ingredients used. Enjoy the 

baking without gaining the calories!  

 

 

LET’S BAKE A CAKE 

Please would you bake a cake for the CAKE 

STALL on the 3rd December Christmas Fair 

12 –3. You may bring them to the Hall from 

11 a.m. or leave in the Pastoral Centre on 

Friday.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

 



           DIARY NOTES 
 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre - 2 courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. 

Everyone welcome. Please order tickets by 

30th Nov (for catering) for 2nd Dec at the 

Centre or phone 0300 111 8150. 
 
 

Sunday 27th Nov 18.30 Advent Carol 

Service at St Nicholas’ 
 

Sunday 27th Nov Open Meeting after 

both 0800 and 0945 Services. If you would 

like to discuss any key questions concerning 

St Nicholas and ask the Wardens, or just 

enjoy a coffee. 
 

Mon 28th Nov Book Club will be meeting 

in the Pastoral Centre at 7.00 pm and 

thereafter on the fourth Monday of each 

month (except December). If you are 

interested in coming along contact the 

Parish Office or just turn up! 
 

Thurs 1st December: St Nicholas’ 

Circle Cheese and Wine 

8.00 pm in the Pastoral 

Centre. Please do come 

and join in. Everybody 

welcome. 
 

Sat. 3rd December ~ Advent Fair 

12 noon - 3.00pm Sign-up sheets to help 

are at the back of both churches and there 

is also a box for contributions ~ raffle 

prizes, tombola bottles, etc. We shall be 

sorting items for stalls, labelling etc on 

Wednesday morning 30th November 9.30 

am - 11.30 am in the church. Offers of 

help welcome. Thank you. 

 (Jane Stanford (01293 543065). 

 

Sunday 4th December St Nicholas’ 

Parish CHRISTINGLE Service at 11.30 

am. Everyone welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 9th December at 12.30 pm 

Christmas Lunch in the Pastoral Centre 

Tickets cost £10.50 each and are available 

from the Pastoral Centre. Menu includes full 

Christmas fare- turkey and trimmings, 

Christmas pudding, mince pies, soft 

drinks,etc. Bring your own alcoholic drinks. 

Raffle available. Everyone welcome. 

 

Sunday 11th December Open Meeting 

at 11.30am following the service and coffee 

at St. Barnabas. An opportunity to ask 

questions and air your views. Everyone 

welcome. 

 

Please Note: There is no St Nicholas’ 

Julian Group meeting in December.  
 

 

 

CONTACTS 

   During the interregnum the Rural Dean,      

the Revd Canon Julia Peaty + Church 

Wardens, Phyl Pennell and David Parker, 

are the sequestrators (responsible for 

clergy cover).  
 

  Also Revd Gordon Parry has offered his   

  number 07802 43 23 98 if anyone  

  specifically needs to talk with a member  

  of clergy 

  Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

David Parker (St N) 01293 884574 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Colin Smith (St N) 01293 889894 
 

  Worth Parish Office  

  0300 111 8150     

  office@worthparish.org.uk 

 

 

An Anonymous Prayer: 

Send us, Lord, clarity. Clarity of what you 

want from this place and from the people 

here. Help us to discern how it is that we 

can carry out your wishes and help us to 

do it lovingly and willingly. Amen 

 

 
 

Safeguarding Training: Sat 28th 

January 2017 at St Barnabas 09.30 – 12.00.  

Anyone interested in attending please 

contact Noreen Oxlade by email only 

please ~  noxlade@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk

