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REGULAR SERVICES 

Our regular services are shown below; a calendar at the end of this magazine details special services, 

groups and events happening throughout the next two months. 

 St Nicholas’, Worth St Barnabas’, Pound Hil  l 
 

Sundays 

 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (every week) 
 (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

09.45  Sung Eucharist (every week 

 except 30th October 2016) 
 (Common Worship) 
 

11.30  1st and 3rd Sun of each month  

 Nic’s (Informal Family Service) 

 

10.00  1st Sunday - Informal Eucharist  
 

10.00 2nd Sunday - Service with Sunday  

 School 
 

10.00 3rd Sunday - Eucharist  
 

10.00 4th Sunday - Informal Family  

           Service (non-Eucharist) 
 

10.00 5th Sunday (30th October) -  

             Parish Eucharist 

Mondays  No services  No services 

Tuesdays  No services 10.30  Eucharist 

Wednesdays  No services 15:00 Messy Church  
 19th October and 23rd November 

Thursdays 10.30 Eucharist  No services 

Fridays and 

Saturdays 

 No services  No services 

 

And why not also join us at: 
 

The Studio Maidenbower Infants School RH10 7RA 
 

12 October and 9 November 
(2nd Wed of the month in term times) 

 

15:15  Messy Church@ Maidenbower 

 

St Barnabas‘ Cafe RH10 7DY 
Mondays 14.00-16.00 Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays 10.30-12.00 Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Fridays 12.30 Lunches  - prebook tickets (£5.50) by calling 01293 883362 
 

 

Church in the Pub Coaching Halt Maidenbower RH10 7ZJ 
Last Friday of the month 20:00  A pint down the pub with friends 

  

 

Worth Parish Office, St Barnabas’ Church, Worth Road, Crawley, RH10 7DY 

0300 111 8150  office@worthparish.org.uk  worthparish.org  facebook.com/WorthParish 

tel:01342%20322386
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
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CONTACT US 
If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, you can call the office on 0300 111 8150 

or email us on office@worthparish.org.uk.   

Send articles, photos, information and jokes for 

the magazine to magazine@worthparish.org.uk 

You can also find us here: 

   www.worthparish.org 

    facebook.com/WorthParish  

   twitter.com/worthparish 

 

HELLO…. 
As the interregnum begins, I write to reassure you 

that you are not alone.  Part of my job as Rural 

Dean is to share with the Churchwardens of the 

parish the job of sequestrator.  This means that 

together, we make sure the parish continues to 

flourish and all the services continue as usual.   

I have agreed to come and take services regularly 

and will be seeking help from other clergy from 

the deanery.  I will also be doing baptism and 

wedding preparation and helping with Messy 

Church.   

We are of course very fortunate to have a great 

deal of help from Revd Gordon Parry who 

continues to serve the parish alongside his other 

responsibilities.  We will also be supported by 

some of our retired clergy who have permission 

to officiate from the Bishop of Chichester.  I want 

to encourage you all to pray for the parish 

everyday as you seek a new Rector and a Priest 

with special responsibility for St Barnabas’.  These 

times of change can be moments of growth as 

everyone pulls together and focuses on prayer and 

mission. 

I know you have teams of people working on 

different aspects of Church life and they too need 

our prayers as they work to encourage the 
mission of the parish and ensure the smooth 

running of the two buildings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I look forward to getting to know you all better 

over the coming months as we seek to be a 

Christian presence and serve the people of 

Worth, Maidenbower, Pound Hill and Forge 

Wood. 

May God bless you all,  

Julia 

Revd Canon Julia Peaty  

Rural Dean, East Grinstead Deanery 

 

A Prayer for Worth Parish 
 

O God of grace and new life, we pray for our parish 
that in times of challenge and change, your people may grow in holiness, 

and discern your calling to each and to all. 
Equip and enable us in witnessing to Christ, 

working for the common good, and transforming lives 
in the service of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:magazine@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.twitter.com/worthparish
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NEWS  
BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS 
Best wishes to those who came for baptism since 

the last magazine was published including 

Annabella Lavern Spratt, Darcy-Louise Roberts, 

Matilda Elizabeth Hibbard, Charlie George 

Heavens, Mia Sammi Farman, Bethany Louise 

Deadman, Ronnie Harrison Brown, Evelyn Rose 

Illman, Florence Olivia Taylor, Oscar Daniel Rock, 

Grace Charlotte Lewis, Daniel Roger Vince, 

Chason Joyce Price, Sienna Rose Williamson, 

James Andrew Luff, Elizabeth-Rose Joy Johnson, 

Thomas Samuel James Brindley, Esme Hazel Poppy 

Labbett, Albert Benedict Fisher, Erin Amelia 

Murgatroyd (pictured), Isabella Victoria Cardosa, 

Hermione James, Chloe James, Amelia Elizabeth 

Rose Archer, Samuel Damian Cooper Tripp, Louie 

Steven Parratt, Jack Paris White, Esmé Lily Sole, 

Mason Jackson Simon Hussey and Oscar Harrison 

Thrussell. 

  

Also, congratulations to all those couples married 

over the summer in our parish, including:  

 Philip Tipper and Victoria Ogden 

 Stephen Canagon and Barbara Edwards 

 Neil Baughan and Tanya Lewis 

 Michael Dent-Jones and Holly Evans 

 Samuel Basson and Hannah Clarke 

 Michael Wigham and Hazel Williams 

 Lewis Parker and Maria Eugenio 

 Andrew Blunt and Taya Conrad 

 Daniel Baker and Nicola Benge 

 Nicholas Linfield and Lauren Mortlock 

 Michael Wigham and Hazel Williams 

 Lewis Parker and Maria Eugenio 

 

 
 Andrew Blunt and Taya Conrad 

 Philip Solomon and Emma Stone 

 Nicolo Ferrari and Claire Kester 

 Benjamin Luke and Christina Iezzi 

 William Scutt and Kerrie Emin 

 Mark Redpath and Nicola Ellis 

 Jason Oak and Kerry Summerfield 

 Andrew Fermore and Sara Farrant 

 Oliver Gurr and Karly Bastin-Curd 

 Jamie Chambers and Charlotte Feenan 

 Andrew Reed and Karen Mallinson 

 Nicholas Wheatley and Kirsty Attree 

 Callum Savage and Ciara-Ann Simpson 

(pictured) 
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ANTHONY AND STEVE’S LAST SERVICE 
On September 4th, we held a Parish Eucharist at 

St Nicholas’ to say farewell and good luck to 

Canon Anthony Ball and Revd Steve Burston, 

moving respectively to Westminster Abbey and St 

Peter’s, Brighton.  The service was followed by a 

barbecue and refreshments on the Rectory lawns.  

Presentations were made to the clergy and gifts of 

flowers to Thalia and Liz for their contributions.  

The weather was kind to us and it was a lovely 

day.  A video remembering some of the things 

that Anthony and Steve did in the parish is 

available on our website here: 

https://worthparish.org/2016/09/06/a-thank-you-

video/ 

This page shows some of the photos taken on that 

day and overleaf, you can see Anthony’s service at 

Westminster Abbey.  

CLERGY RECRUITMENT  
Recruitment is now in the hands of the Archdeacon and the Bishop. Our Patron  

is the Board of Patronage at Church House.  More details will follow in the next parish 

magazine.  Vacant roles can be found on the website at worthparish.org/vacancies/   

 

https://worthparish.org/2016/09/06/a-thank-you-video/
https://worthparish.org/2016/09/06/a-thank-you-video/
https://worthparish.org/vacancies/
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FROM WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
 
The Reverend Anthony Ball was installed as a 

Canon of Westminster during Evensong at 

Westminster Abbey on Saturday 10th September 

2016.  At the Installation, the Receiver General of 

the Abbey, Sir Stephen Lamport KCVO DL, 

presented and read The Queen's Grant and 

Mandamus in the presence of the Dean and 

Chapter of Westminster and the Collegiate body. 

Canon Ball read the Latin Declaration and was led 

to his vacant stall in the Quire of the Abbey 

Church by the Dean of Westminster, the Very 

Reverend Dr John Hall. 

During the service, the Reverend David Stanton, 

Canon in Residence, read 2 Chronicles 1: 1-13, 

and the Dean read St Mark 12: 18-27. 

Puctyr 

The service was sung by the Choir of 

Westminster Abbey conducted by James 

O'Donnell, the Organist and Master of the 

Choristers. The organ was played by Daniel Cook, 

Sub-Organist. 

Canon Ball was Rector of Worth, Pound Hill and 

Maidenbower in West Sussex. He will become 

Canon Steward of Westminster Abbey, 

succeeding the Reverend Jane Sinclair who was 

installed as Rector of St Margaret’s Church on 

Sunday 4th September 2016. 

Following the service, Canon Ball was installed at 

his place in Chapter within the Jerusalem 

Chamber. 
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FROM WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
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BELLRINGING HERITAGE DAY 
As part of a national Heritage Open Days scheme, 

St Nicholas’ bell tower was open for tours, 

displays, demonstrations, refreshments and more.  

Over the three sessions held, 38 adult and 15 

children visited with sales of refreshments making 

around £50 for the tower fund. 
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CELEBRATING FRANCES REED’S BIRTHDAY

At the end of April, Frances Reed had to move 

from Rowfant House to a new home in Sidcup, 

Kent and on June 1st she celebrated her 97th 

birthday.  Frances’ niece contacted Gill Osborne 

to ask if any of Frances’ friends would be 

interested in travelling to Sidcup to be with 
Frances on her birthday; 8 of us bundled in to a 

people carrier and were ‘ferried’ to Kent. 

It was drizzling as we left and an hour later we 

arrived at a lovely old house, with acres of 

grounds, next to the hospital.  As we entered, the 

staff greeted us warmly and we made our way the 

first floor, admiring the décor as we went. 

We knew instantly which was Frances’ flat as 

there were balloons and a Happy Birthday banner 

outside the door! 

Frances was expecting us and thrilled to see us all, 

we sat in her lovely room drinking coffee and 

chatting, admiring the view from the window, 

which, despite being marred by the torrential rain, 

was very rural and considering Sidcup is a busy 

town, these grounds were not really expected.  

At lunchtime we 

all went to a 

private dining 

room where we 

were served a 

wonderful three 

course dinner.  

The staff were 

very friendly and 

obviously love 

Frances and she 

enjoyed every 

minute.  A 

birthday cake was 

brought in with a 

candle and before 

Frances blew it 

out, we all sang 

“Happy Birthday” 

with the staff and 

cut the cake. 

There are lots of 

activities happening every day and all the décor, 

including fish in an aquarium and birds in a cage, 

definitely make it a home from home. 

All too soon it was time to go, the heavy rain that 

had descended on our arrival had cleared up so it 

seemed the timing was just right, even if we had a 

little problem with the taxi’s arrival but all was 

sorted fairly quickly. 

We arrived back at Worth around 5pm very 

happy with the day and so pleased that we had 

been able to share in the celebration with Frances 

on her special day. 

Our grateful thanks to Jacki for organising the trip 

and keeping in touch with us. 

Frances has managed several journeys by taxi to St 

Nicholas’ for the 9.45 service since she moved, 

accompanied by a Carer, and this way she is 

keeping in contact with all her old friends; some of 

us will be visiting her again soon. 

Joan Tick 

  

Please join the Friends of St Nicholas’ to help us with the substantial costs of 
looking after our heritage, and allow us both to preserve the past for future 

generations and to meet modern day requirements.  Download a joining 
form at worthparish.org/friends-of-st-nicholas/ 
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REFURBISHMENT AT ST BARNABAS’ 
In June, the windows in St Barnabas’ Church were 

replaced with double-glazed units.  The new clear 

glazed windows have resulted in a lighter 

appearance, making us more visible to the local 

community and hopefully helping us appear inviting 

and welcoming.  This work was financed by 

donations, a couple of grants and money raised 

during our 60th anniversary celebrations in 2015.   

In August, we were fortunate in benefiting from 

double-glazed units being fitted in the hall 
windows thanks to a £10,000 donation from a 

member of the congregation.  The units are very 

similar to those in the Church, again improving 

light, visibility and economy.   

We look forward to feeling the benefit of all the 

double-glazing over the winter months, both in 

terms of warmth and reduced heating bills.  It is 

also hoped that we will increase the number of 

lettings to members and groups in the local 

community. 

Our next venture will be to refurbish the hall 

toilets including providing toilet facilities for the 

disabled – work that is long overdue.  At the 

moment, we are obtaining quotes and investigating 

grants. This takes time and it will be some months 

before we see any results.   

The Rebrand of the Pastoral Centre group are 

working on the upgrading of the kitchen – again 
obtaining quotes for the work and investigating 

grants.  It is likely that this work will have to take 

a back seat until the hall toilets have been 

financed.   

If anyone knows of any sources of provision of 

finances or grants, please do let me know. 

Phyl Pennell 

 

REMEMBRANCE DIARY 

   

During October there will be a list in both 

churches showing names of dearly departed family 

and friends.  Please ensure that you tick beside 

names if you wish them to be included in the 2017 

Parish Remembrance Diary, or add to the list if 

required.  People’s names will then be read out in 

church on the anniversary of their death.  Thank 

you. 

 

 FREE COMPUTER HELP 
Free one to one help is being provided by 

students at Ardingly College.  Bring a phone, 

tablet or laptop and get help accessing the 

internet, shopping online, sending emails, 

keeping in touch with friends and family via 

Skype, Facebook and Whatsapp and much, 

much more!  

Sessions run on Mondays 4.30pm -5.30pm until 

17 October then again 7 November to 12 

December.    

Park your car where you can and look out for 

the students who will guide you to the 

appropriate room. Ring 01444 242760 or email 
anita@msopc.org.uk for more information.   

 

SHELLEY COPTHORNE  
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

Registered Charity No. 306408 
 
Small grants towards the expenses of college 
or university courses are available to 
students, under the age of 25 years, who are 
resident in or around the civil or 
ecclesiastical parishes of Worth. 
 

Applications for grants should only be made 
for courses where a confirmed offer of a 
place has been accepted. 
 

Application should be by letter, giving brief 
details of yourself, including date of birth, 
your education and the course you will be 
undertaking, and addressed to: 
 

The Honorary Secretary, 
The Shelley Copthorne Educational 
Foundation, 3, Saxon Road, Worth, 

Crawley, RH10 7SA 
 

Applications should be in by 1st November 
for consideration in the current year. 

mailto:anita@msopc.org.uk
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WHAT ’S HAPPENING IN THE PARISH? 
PCC UPDATE  
Since the last magazine, there have been several 

PCC meetings. In May:  

 It was confirmed that the independently 

examined financial statements had now 

been signed off. 

 We agreed that a Conventional District be 
re-established leading to the appointment 

of a Priest in Charge. 

 The Parish Plan for 2016 and 2017 was 

approved with Spiritual Gifts, Engagement 

with Families and Children and Rebranding 

of Buildings being the most important areas 

for parishioners.   

 A decision was taken to withdraw our bid 
to the Diocese for a youth hub and bid 

instead for a Family and Children’s 

Worker.   

In June: 

 We discussed clergy appointments and 

cover during the interregnum.  The two 

Churchwardens, Phyl Pennell and David 

Parker and the Rural Dean, Julia Peaty, are 

the sequestrators, dealing with this matter. 

 A Parish Profile has been produced to 

describe the needs and traditions of the 

Parish and hopefully help with clergy 

considering the Priest in Charge and 

Rector positions.   These have been sent 

to and acknowledged by the Archdeacon.  

Most recently: 

 The PCC appointed lay members for the 

selection panel for the vacant clergy posts - 
Dave Parker and Colin Smith for the 

Rector position and Phyl Pennell and Sheila 

Dring for the Priest in Charge.   

 The Churchwardens met with Julia Peaty, 

the Rural Dean and also and had a meeting 

with Archdeacon Fiona Windsor.   

 The Conventional District for St Barnabas’ 
has now been created and the Instrument 

of Conventional District has been agreed 

and signed off by the Bishop. 

If you wish to view past PCC minutes, these can 

be found at the Parish Office.   

Phyl Pennell and David Parker 

ST BARNABAS’ COMMITTEE  
At our last St Barnabas’ committee meeting we 
agreed:   

 As far as possible we will aim to have the 

church open on a daily basis during the 

interregnum.   

 A reserved sacrament will no longer be 
kept at St Barnabas’; the reserved 

sacrament at St Nicholas’ is sufficient for 

the needs of the Parish.  This is due to 

some people feeling uncomfortable about 

using the Church for social functions in the 

presence of the reserved sacrament and 

also it was thought that not having it here 

may help in the search for a priest from an 

evangelical tradition. 

 A Parish Profile and specification for the 

role of Priest in Charge was agreed upon 

and forwarded to the Archdeacon. 

 A schedule of services and cover during 
the interregnum, as set out at the PCC 

meeting in June, was discussed. 

 Work on the Hall toilets is our priority 

health and safety issue. This will be costly 

and is not likely to come to fruition for 

some months yet.   

 Our future social and fundraising activities 
include a Jumble Sale on Saturday 29 

October 9.30-11.15am and an Advent Fair 

on Saturday 3 December 12-3pm.  We are 

looking for lots of volunteers to help with 

these events.  We are open to suggestions 

for other activities.   

The next St Barnabas Committee meeting is 

scheduled for 26 October 2016. 

Phyl Pennell 

ST NICHOLAS’ COMMITTEE  
The St Nicholas’ committee has met twice since 

the last magazine, with churchwarden Dave Parker 

in the chair, myself as Secretary and members Ann 

Lane, Alex Keulemans, Linda Eells, Max Perry, Sue 

Walshe, Elizabeth Whyman and Alex Hiam. 

We discussed: 

 The ingress of water in the belfry which 
needs inspection by the Diocesan Buildings 
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Surveyor to obtain a report with costings 

on necessary works.  A sizeable amount of 

money will need to be raised through 

fundraising and grants.  

 The Memorial Garden which is on hold 
until we know what is going to happen 

with the Bishop’s Lodge.  We are looking 

into acquiring it in place of our Rectory but 

these are very early days and much needs 

to be discussed at committee but more 

especially with you the parishioners.  

Consultation, consultation. 

 Ian Pallett and his team are still doing a 

marvellous job on Monday mornings in the 

churchyard (Volunteers always welcome).  

There has been some cutting back of the 

laurels bordering Street House, which has 

left the area for the burial of ashes a little 

exposed.  We shall see how the foliage and 

hedge grows rather than rush into putting 

up a costly fence.   

 Woodworm was found in the brick/wood 
shed which houses much of our gardening 

equipment and machinery.  This has been 

treated and is now perfectly good again. 

 Tree Surgeons are applying for Local 

Authority permission to remove trees 

which have overgrown land beyond Street 

House. After this is done, the fencing will 

be repaired.  Costly work but needs to be 

done. 

 As far as possible we will aim to have the 

church open on a daily basis during the 

interregnum.   

Our next meeting is in the Garden Room on the 

11th October at 9am – please feel free to contact 

me on colin.s.smith@hotmail.co.uk with any 

requests for matters to be addressed.   

And finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to say, 

although I was on holiday for Anthony and Steve’s 

Farewell BBQ - thank you to all who helped put 

up the marquees and other furniture before the 

event and to those who dutifully stayed behind to 

dismantle and store the equipment.   

In due course we intend to carry out a full audit of 

church equipment stored in the garages and dump 

the stuff which is unserviceable or no longer 

required.  But that's for another day. 

Colin Smith 

  



14 

NOTES FROM THE CURATE’S DOG
Wow! I can’t believe it’s my last article!  A dog 

goes his whole life looking for purpose – well a 

purpose that is more than chasing squirrels in 

Tilgate Park – actually that is a great purpose – 

sorry I am getting distracted – squirrels have that 

effect on me!  Well, I finally find purpose and into 

my writing stride.  Then I find out we are moving 

parishes and my days as a columnist are 

numbered.  I will miss barking at you when you 

come to the door and trying to eat your biscuits 

at Home Group!  Thank you for looking after us 

all – will miss you.  

Digger xxxxx 

 

FUNNIES 
An unemployed man was interviewed for the 

position of office boy at a big company.  The 

employer, telling him he was hired, asked for the 

man’s email so that he could send details of when 

to start.”  The man replied that he didn’t have a 

computer or email address.  “Without those”, 

said the employer, “we can’t employ you.” and the 

man left with no hope.  

With his last $10, he bought a crate of tomatoes 

and sold them door to door.  In two hours, he 

doubled his capital so repeated the operation 3 

times.  Working every day doing this, he could 

survive and soon bought a cart, then a truck, and 

eventually, his own fleet of delivery vehicles.  Five 

years later, the man’s company was a large food 

retailer and he was able to plan for his family’s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

future including taking out life insurance.  

Concluding a meeting with an insurance broker, 

he was asked for his email, to which the man again 

replied: “I don’t have one.” 

The broker was curious, “Wow! And yet have 

succeeded in building an empire. Can you imagine 

what position you could have had if only you had 

an email?” 

“Yes”, said the man, pausing with a wry smile, “An 
office boy!” 

Don’t be discouraged if something is not in your favour 

today.  Better opportunities are always waiting ahead. 
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MOTHERS’ UNION
During July, our Branch had its annual outing and 

this year we travelled to the centre of 

……..Horsham.  That may not sound very exciting 

but believe me it was. 

Mary Fry, our branch leader, arranged for us to 

visit Horsham Museum and it was certainly a 

nostalgic look back in time. There were items 

going back to the days of dinosaurs, servants, 

horse-drawn carts, and, even more worrying, 

from our youth too! 

There were many ‘Gosh, we had one of those’ 

comments and ‘Do you remember when?’ with 

some tales of the life that we, our parents and 

grandparents would have lived. 

A fascinating museum on two levels including 

dinosaurs, pottery, flints and fossils, paintings, 

toys, clocks, clothing, items from different 

cultures, an interesting barn with old farm 

implements, bicycles, a restful garden, and much 

more including….. a prison cell and prisoner!   

There were activities to keep children amused and 

a shopping gallery with packets and tins from 
Victorian times to the 1960s.  It was amazing what 

we remembered from days of yore and what we 

added to our knowledge – certainly worth 

another visit or two!   We had a wonderful 

afternoon and although we could have been there 

longer a cream tea was calling. 

We journeyed a little way out of Horsham to the 

Hillier’s Garden Centre on the Brighton Road and 

settled down to a yummy cream tea and a good 

chat.  I keep telling you it is fun in the Worth and 

Pound Hill Mothers’ Union, you really must come 

along and see for yourself. 

We are holding a Coffee Morning with books, 

cakes and bric-a-brac on sale and a raffle in the 

Pastoral Centre on October 8th - see you there 

10.00 – noon! 

We have been running for 

surely it must be something  

good! 
 

 

 

Joan Tick 

  

VENUE HIRE 
St Nicholas’ Church is a beautiful 10th Century Church with fantastic acoustics and 
seating for approximately 160 people on comfortable cushioned pews. The church has a 
piano, organ, choir loft, many additional separate chairs and a small kitchen, with toilets  
a short walk away.  
 

St Barnabas’ Church Hall, measuring 10m by 10m, is capable of seating up to 105 people.  
Facilities include new double-glazing, kitchen, cooking facilities and garden area.  Ideal for 
children’s clubs, fitness groups, parties and regular meetings.  
 

St Barnabas’ Pastoral Centre and Café is a fully carpeted and newly double-glazed large 
room, with kitchen and café, providing facilities, toilets and seating for up to 40 people. 
 

St Barnabas’ Downstairs Meeting Room is a newly refurbished 3.5m x 3.5m room with a 
modern kitchen area and patio doors opening onto a small garden.  It can seat up to 15 
(or 8 around a large round table).  
 

For rates, please see www.worthparish.org/venuehire or email info@worthparish.org.uk to 

discuss your individual requirements or arrange a look round. 

http://www.worthparish.org/venuehire
mailto:info@worthparish.org.uk
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40 YEARS OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AT ST NICHOLAS’ 
During 1976, Mary Andrews, wife of the then 

Rector, Anthony (Tony ) Andrews, saw a need 

and began Sunday School in the Rectory.  

Towards the end of 1980, my son Graham started 

Sunday School and in 1981 I was asked to become 

a teacher, joining Mary, Audrey Barnes, Shirley 

Harris, Rosemary Sanders and Annette Stickley, to 

name but a few.  The Andrews family moved from 

the Parish to retire to Devon in 1982 but during 

the short interregnum that followed, Sunday 

School continued in the Rectory. 

Peter Kefford became Rector in 1983 and his wife 

Crys joined the teaching team, which had also 

grown to include two teenager helpers as well as 

Ann Keig, Noreen Oxlade and Shirley Hillsley.  

The number of children also increased and Peter 

arranged for an old caravan to be parked on the 

Rectory drive to accommodate us and we 

continued to grow!  Sadly in 1985, Audrey Barnes, 

the then Leader of the Sunday School, became ill 

with cancer and Rosemary Sanders took on the 

leadership and continued after Audrey died, until 

mid 1986 when I was asked to take up that baton. 

We held various events with St Barnabas’ Sunday 

School and during the fire at St Nicholas’ in 1986, 
we all decamped to St Barnabas’ but remained a 

separate congregation and Sunday school, the 

latter being held in the Church Hall and still our 

numbers grew!   The first Easter we were there, 

Peter started the Good Friday afternoon 

children’s service, during which the Easter Garden 

was built – this proved very popular and 

continued when we returned to St Nicholas’ in 

1988. 

Returning to Worth after the restoration, Peter 

acquired a secondhand wooden summerhouse, 

which was erected in the garden to replace the, by 

then rusted and no longer usable caravan.  We 

held classes in the dining room, lounge, kitchen, 

study in the rectory and in the summerhouse; we 

had 53 children on the register (most attending 

every week) and a waiting list for when we had a 

space! 

Our teachers increased with Sally Chamier 

starting up a Sunday Discussion Group for 

teenagers,  and Pam Newley, Elizabeth Robinson, 

Carol Murgatroyd and Marilyn Morris joining to 

teach and Sheelagh Calkin, Diana Hodson and 

Margaret Spurgeon also coming on board as 

others left to undertake new things or go to 

University.   

Peter Kefford moved to Henfield but we 

continued growing Sunday School as before.  In 

1993, Andrew Piper was appointed Rector and we 

continued holding Sunday School in the Rectory 

and the summerhouse.  With numbers remaining 

pushing 60, we were once again running out of 

space so permission was obtained in November 

1994 for us to demolish the old garage on the 

edge of the Rectory drive to erect another 

building to house us.  My husband, Aubrey, took 

on the task of building the Annexe in our garage, 

length by length of wood and in August 1995; 

when a number of sections were completed, they 

were moved to the Rectory where they were 

erected. After many more months, the Annexe 

was completed and blessed by Andrew.  I cut the 

ribbon and the building was declared open in June 

1996.  Aubrey then lined the old summerhouse 

with wood to make it warmer and give it a little 

extra life.   

We now had classes in the Annexe (St Andrew’s 
class), the kitchen (St Nicholas’ class), the Study 

(St Luke’s class), the dining room (St Francis’ class) 

and the Summerhouse (St Mary’s class) and 63 

children!  Numbers dropped slightly in 2004 to 48 

and gradually continued to do so from then on. 

After Andrew left to take up his new position at 

Hereford Cathedral, Anthony Stidolph became 

Rector in 2005 and we were unable to continue 

using the rooms in the Rectory because he had a 

large dog but we stayed in the Annexe and 

summerhouse, doubling up classes there.  

Eventually the summerhouse began to rot and the 

then remaining Sunday School teachers, myself, 

Diana Hodson, Marilyn Morris, Carol Murgatroyd, 

Pam Newley and Elizabeth Robinson started 

fundraising for a new building.  We had great 

support from the families and the parish, as we 

held Saturday Markets, raffles, haircuts 

(professional!) music quizzes, sales of scented 

candles, home made Sunday lunches (courtesy of 

Pam Marson) and also received donations, and in 

just over two years, we raised around £6,000 
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towards the cost of the Garden Room.  Once 

purchased and erected, it was blessed by Anthony 

Stidolph and declared fit for purpose in April 

2007.   We continued to hold Sunday School in 

the Annexe and the Garden Room after Anthony 

moved to Zimbabwe and Anthony Ball became 

Rector.   

Every year we have donned the rubber gloves and 

cleaned both venues so that they were fresh for 

another year.  Sadly our numbers have now 

dwindled to 4 children, with little hope of them 

increasing in the near future - perhaps this is a sign 

of the times when other things take over Sunday 

mornings. 

Looking back over the past 35 years though, we 

have held Parish Picnics, organised by both 

churches’ Sunday School leaders, had children’s 

parties, workshops and taken the older children 

bowling, to adventure parks and Laser Hub.  The 

teachers have made hundreds of posies for 

Mothering Sunday, Christingles and been involved 

in the Easter Day Egg Hunts and built the Easter 

Garden every year.  We have maintained the 

Christmas Eve Nativity service, albeit a smaller 

tableau now but this is still as popular as ever with 

local people, even though there is another held at 

the same time at St Barnabas’.  Over the years I 

have led “Welcome to the Lord’s Table” courses 

and assisted at Confirmation Classes, one year 15 

of our young people went forward for 

Confirmation! 

As a group, the Sunday School teachers undertook 

the musical entertainment of the parish by 

performing Songs from the Shows at Harvest 

lunches, aided and abetted by Simon Morris, our 

then Musical Director.  Until recently, we led the 

Children’s Good Friday service and the monthly 

11.30 informal services. 

We encouraged many children to become 

involved in the 09.45 services as readers, 

intercessors and sidespeople, but this became less 

possible as the children attending were not old 

enough; or they would leave Sunday School to join 

the choir or to train as acolytes.   

35 years and 5 Rectors later, I am stepping down, 

with great sadness, but I feel it is the right time as 

children are looking for other ways both to spend 

Sundays and to receive a religious education; we 

have Messy Church for the young ones twice a 

month and Steve and Liz started “Switched On” 

and “Plugged In” groups for the teenagers on 

some Fridays and Sundays. 

When I decided to ‘retire’, the other 5 teachers 

thought it was a good time for them to join me, 

some after almost 30 years.  We will all miss the 

joy of teaching the children and the fulfilment they 

have brought us but … To every thing there is a 

season, and a time to every purpose under the 

heaven.  [Ecclesiastes 3 v.1] ..  and we are sure the 

Lord has something else for us up His sleeve, for 

the children and for us! 

Joan Tick 

A SERVICE OF THANKS 
 

In August 2016, a special 

service commemorated the 

forty years of Sunday School 

ministry at St Nicholas’ and 

gave thank to those retiring 

teachers who had taught the 

Christian faith to the children 

of our parish.  Hundreds of 

children have passed through 

the Sunday School and 

Andrew Piper reminded us in 
his sermon that “each of them 

has grown up, not only with a 

better understanding of the 

scriptures than many of their 

contemporaries, but also with 

a personal awareness of the 

deep mystery of God’s love 

for us – what a precious gift 

that is for any child to 

receive.” 
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FROM ANDREW PIPER 

In Andrew’s sermon, at the service of thanksgiving 
for Sunday School, he said the following: 

“We are here to mark the end of an era and the 

closure of the Sunday School but this is not in any 

sense a failure: it is simply a recognition that, for 

the present generation of children, a different 

model of evangelism is needed.  And how 

wonderful it is to know that Messy Church is now 

established in this parish and is carrying on the 

ministry to young families, meeting midweek 

rather than on Sundays, welcoming them into the 

church community, offering them hospitality, 

providing them with a safe space in which to 

thrive, introducing them to our Lord Jesus and to 

the riches of his Gospel, sharing with them the 

great stories of the Bible, like the parable of the 

Good Samaritan, which we heard in this morning’s 

Gospel, and constantly assuring them of God’s 

unconditional love for them.” 

Although we might shed tears while reminiscing, 

Andrew urged us to hold our heads high about 

the work well done, and the opportunities of 
service that the parish has enjoyed through St 

Nicholas’ Sunday School.  He also offered Joan and 

the team congratulations and gratitude for the 

decades of sustaining this ministry, and committed 

the future to God, whom he felt would “raise up 

new Christians to carry forward the work of 

sharing the Good News with the people of 

Worth.” 

 

WORDS FROM A WARDEN
And now it's here – Interregnum!  Following a few 

years as an elected member of our PCC I have 
gradually learned a bit about how it all works.  I 

certainly had no ambitions to be a Warden, 

knowing full well what a very onerous and 

responsible position this is.  The Wardens I have 

known at St Nicholas include Geoff Oxlade, 

Gerald Sandwell, Richard Turpie and Rosemary 

Cordan.  I know the tremendous amount of time 

and effort they have all put in and, of course, this 

is not the first Interregnum they and the Parish 

have encountered.  So it was with some surprise, 

and delight that my good friend Dave (Parker) put 

his name forward for the position of St Nicholas’ 

Church Warden.  With this position came a seat 

on the PCC, Chair of the St Nicholas' Committee, 

membership of the Standing Committee and for 

Dave, responsibility for the Faith strand of the 

Parish Plan.  There are bundles of other 

responsibilities too including the church building 

FUNNIES 
 

Q: How many times did 

Noah go fishing? 

 

A: Just twice because he 

only had 2 worms. 
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and outbuildings.  Not much fun on your own I 

suspect so I decided to offer my services as his 

Deputy, and elected I was.  Then came the shock 

that we were losing Canon Anthony and Steve, 

our Curate.  So our tasks as Wardens at St 

Nicholas and Phyl’s and Sheila's duties at St 

Barnabas’ now carry even greater responsibility. 

The good thing is that we do have love and 

support from Julia Peaty, Rural Dean, Archdeacon 

Fiona Windsor, our stalwart Gordon Parry and, of 

course Canon Roger Brown, to whom we wish a 

speedy return to good health.  There will be 

additional support from Greta Sawyer and Peter 

Addenbrook.  I am also told that Canon Anthony 

Stiddolph will be with us for Sunday 6th 

November – another friendly face. 

But we do need more of our parishioners to 

volunteer their gifts to help during this difficult 

time.  We are so grateful to the many who already 

volunteer, and have done so for so long but we 

need more.  If you can help in any way, please 

speak to any of us, wardens, PCC members or 

clergy and we will find a position that suits you 

and your talents.  For example, we need someone 

who is good at figures to take over Gift Aid/Parish 

Giving accounts from Mark Chappell who will be 

willing to give training and advice. 

The pewsheet asks for volunteers to assist with 

making the pewsheet once a month, so phone or 

speak to Sue Walshe if you can help there, and we 

need someone to be our PCC Secretary or even 

just share the task with Glennis. 

There has already been a tremendous amount of 

work done in preparing the Parish Profile and 

clergy job descriptions so onwards and upwards 

for our new look parish and here’s to the future.  

Colin Smith  

Deputy Churchwarden at St Nicholas’ 
 

THOUGHTS FOR AUTUMN 
I was spending a little time during the summer 

before my day really got going, doing a devotional 

read though various parts of John’s Gospel and 

something I read gave me food for thought!  It 

seemed so relevant to the situation we now find 

ourselves in (an interregnum) that I decided to 

share it with you. 

In John’s Gospel, we read that after Jesus fed the 

five thousand, He told the disciples to get into the 

boat and row across the lake while He went to 

pray, quietly on His own.  We then read that a 

storm blew up and the disciples were very afraid 

and felt that Jesus had left them all alone to perish, 

that He’d deserted them.  As the storm worsened 

and their fears grew, they were even more afraid 

when they saw what they thought was a ghost 
coming towards them.  Then the ‘ghost’ spoke to 

them and told them not to be afraid.  Suddenly 

they realised that is was Jesus and they relaxed 

and, as Jesus climbed into the boat, the storm 

calmed and the disciples were not afraid anymore.  

He had returned to them.  As the storm cleared, 

they found themselves and the boat beside the 

shore and safety. 

Ring any bells?  Do we feel abandoned?  Alone in 

stormy waters?  Is this current interregnum 

scaring us and making us wonder if the Lord is not 

looking in our direction? Has He left us to 

flounder in our own rocky boat?    

No.  I do not think that is the case - we are never 

alone, the Lord is always with us, “even to the end 

of time.”  We must trust that He will show us 

how to handle ourselves, how to help others lead 

us on the right course and in time our troubles 

will ease, our boat will stop rocking and we will 

reach a safe shore. 

We must work together, as a parish, the Lord will 

be our helper, we must trust in Jesus, in each 

other and guide one another so that we all row in 

the right direction and not pull against each other.  

Come on, we can do this; we have been here 

before and we have survived because the Lord 

was our helper then and is now, he has not 
deserted us.  He loves us and trusts us to follow 

the right path, which will be for the benefit of all.  

He is with us but we may not always recognise 

Him; He may send others to help us on our 

journey but He is always with both us and those 

he sends, calming our fears.   

The right people will hear the Lord’s call and 

come to our aid.  He has not left us, we just have 

to have faith.  Hold on to that thought, now, 

tomorrow and always. 

Joan Tick 
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FROM STEVE BURSTON
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank You! 

From the whole of the Burston Family.  It seems 

so long ago that we arrived here.  I remember my 

first service at St Nicholas’- mainly because I was 

so nervous and the fact that this was the first time 

I had worn a cassock alb.  As I went up the pulpit 

steps – I trod on my cassock alb’s hem and came 

crashing down!  Humbling – to say the least.  I also 

remember my first Eucharist on Corpus Christi – 

which so many of you came to.  My ‘ministry of 

brokenness’ resulted in me quoting Eric 

Morecombe’s famous line – about playing all the 

right notes – but not necessarily in the right 

order.  I have learnt so much in the past two years 

as well as being so cared for by so many of you.  

We have bought new garden furniture with your 
kind gift – and thank you for all the other gifts 

people gave.  Please picture us sitting around it 

with a glass of wine in hand!  

But as I leave and go through an open door (our 

first service is shown in the picture) - I thought I 

might share again some of my last sermon at 

Worth - about open doors and how we should 
see them.  I guess that God has just shut a door at 

Worth for both us and you, but as He is ever 

faithful, He is about to open a new door again – 

for both of us. 

So there are two ways to react when we see an 

open door.  We can curl up in a ball and just try 

to survive or we can have a ‘what if’ attitude and 

walk across the threshold of an open door with 

live and wholeheartedness. 

Yes, we don't know what is on the other side of 

an open door so we can be fearful, anxious and 

worried.   A curling up in a ball attitude is the 

thinking of David’s brothers saying he can’t beat 

Goliath, it’s also a young rich leader saying that he 

wants to be discipled but it’s a little overpriced, 

it’s us every time we choose to hoard our gifts of 

money or time rather than give generously, or 

staying silent when we can speak truth in love.  It’s 

us when we claim to believe in God but when he 

gives us an open door, we decide to stay put – 
curled up, believing that a closed locked door 

looks safer than an open door.  As you wait in an 

interregnum, this is the most dangerous thinking 

of all because we leave God on the other side of 

the door.   

We can say things to ourselves– to justify not 

doing anything, 

such as we are 

not ready – we 

have not got 

enough gifts, 

people, money – 

resources.  

However, a 

young couple – 

if they wait to 

be able to afford 

or have the 

right skills to 

have a baby, will 

be waiting an 

awful long time, 

because you 

never feel ready.   

In the Bible, 

when God calls 

you – no one 

ever responds 

with “I’m ready”.  Moses – I am not a good 

speaker, Gideon – my tribe is the weakest.  
Abraham – I am too old –(and for those feeling 

too old as they read this – I read recently the line 

20 
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- if you’re not dead – you’re not done), Jeremiah – 

too young and Isaiah – too unclean. 

When we get to the great commission of Matthew 

28 – when the disciples are instructed to go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptize and teach (a 

big open door), they could have said they were 

not ready.  The perfect number to be ready to do 

anything in the world in a Jewish context was 12 

and with Judas gone, they were 11.  They were 

not ready– but Jesus says what matters isn’t if you 

are ready but that He is ready.  And He is ready 

to be with you always. 

We also don't like ambiguity and risk - open door 

people might still be anxious and worried – but it 

doesn’t paralyse them from doing nothing.  We 

can feel that we are going to be discouraged and 

we will have to give up and we don't want to be 

failures.  But, the question that comes to my mind 

when these thoughts start creeping in is  Where 

does my worth lie?  Is it in God and the knowledge 

that He loves me no matter what?  Or do I believe 

that what truly matters is if I fail or succeed in the 

sight of the world.   When you live by faith, it often 

feels that we are risking our reputation.  We are 

not, we are in fact risking God’s.  And his 

reputation can handle all trials and tribulations. 

Another thing people can feel is that God doesn't 

care in the detail of my little life and this little 

Church.  However, we have a God of the detail – 

who noticed a small boy amongst 5000 with a 

packed lunch – who cares for us and has made us 

fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139).  No 

project is so great that it doesn’t need God and 

no project or detail is so small that it doesn’t 

interest God.   

Two years ago we, the Burston family, stood at an 

open door –to a church of robes – where I fell 

down.  The open door of Worth Parish which we 

could choose to avoid but we didn’t.  We were 

scared and anxious, but we believed God called us 

here - for a season.  We could have avoided the 

trouble, but however hard it has been, it has also 

been wonderful at the same time. We needed 

God and he gave me weddings, baptisms, the 

Alpha Course and changed people -  and it was 

worth it all. 

In life, avoiding trouble is tempting, but not 

enabling.  Spiritual maturity is being able to face 

trouble without being troubled by gossip or fear.  

At the end of our lives, it’s the trouble we faced 

for the sake of a greater cause that will have the 
greatest meaning.  

Martin Luther King sat one night as the threats 

against him rose in the fight for civil rights.  At 

that moment, he felt he could not cope and the 

darkness closed in – but, then he heard a small 

voice say “Stand up for justice, stand up for truth.   I 

will be with you.” 

Jesus never says that the assignment will be easy – 

there may be persecution or trouble,  but he uses 

the word ‘easy’ once  for his yoke – his way of life.  

A way of life that can bring  peace in the face of 

trouble,  a peace that passes all understanding, a 

peace that made in the great commission, ordinary 

people do extraordinary things in faithful 

obedience and trust .  And so can we… 

Thank you for listening to me or reading my 

articles over past two years.  Thank you and bless 

you. 

Steve Burston

 

ST NICHOLAS CIRCLE 
Just like the Parish Magazine, the St Nicholas 

Circle has taken a short summer break across July 

and August.  We returned at the beginning of 

September with an absolutely fascinating talk from 

Jenny Clark from the Bats Hospital.  Not only that 

but Jenny brought with her four of her bat friends 

(two Pipistrelles, a Long Eared bat and a Natterer) 

who had recuperated from various injuries but 

had failed the Flying Exam and had now joined the 

education team of the Bat Hospital.  The bats 
were perfectly comfortable curled on her gloved 

hands.  They were brought to each of us and we 

were able to look at the beautiful creatures from 

very close quarters. 

Jenny Clark has devoted many years to the Bat 

Hospital and in 2014 gained an MBE for her work.  

In all possible cases, the objective is to return the 

bat back to the wild in the area they were found.  

The qualities required of a bat handler (calmness 

and a relaxed attitude) are something that Jenny 

demonstrated clearly during her talk and her 

exceptional presentation was appreciated by 
everyone.  If you missed the talk or would like to 

experience some of it again you can see a 
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shortened version on YouTube at:  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS9Y-_C-Yb4  and 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqjnrQ2uLgI  

Looking ahead, I am surprised to be announcing 

the last talks in the annual list we compiled for 

2016.  We are busy finding speakers for the 2017 

year and hope to bring you another year with a 

wide variety of interesting subjects.  The talks, 

though, do require an audience so please come 

and join us on the first Thursday of (nearly) every 

month at St Barnabas’ Pastoral Centre, Worth 

Road, Pound Hill, RH10 7DY.  Doors open at 

7.30pm  and the speaker begins at 8pm.  These 

evenings are open to everyone and are a mix of 

professional speakers, charities and sometimes 

flotsam and jetsam – people whom we think have 
something interesting to talk about.   

Talking about flotsam, the next talk will be on 

Thursday 6th October at 8pm.  The speaker will 

be Max Perry.  Since I invited myself to talk, the 

material I was going to cover on fraud and 

security has been nicked and really well presented 

by the Trading Standards Officer who visited us in 

January.  So I’ve had to think again and after some 

deliberation, I realise that one thing we often lose 

either in a social setting or when we retire is a 

knowledge of what our friends do or have done in 

their professional life.  Very often this defines us, 

even into retirement.  So my talk will consist of 

Anecdotes from a 45 year career of doing everything 

except manual labour! 

Our November talk will be on 3rd, with Chloe 

French giving a talk on the Library Service and 

finally on December 1st, we have our Christmas 

Cheese and Wine fellowship.  Come and enjoy 

the friendship of the Circle, good food and of 

course, the famous timed raffle.  This year the 
record to beat is 12 minutes and 22 seconds! By 

2020, we hope Raffling will be included as an 

Olympic Sport and the record will be sub-10 

minutes.  Watch out Tokyo, go St Nicholas Circle! 

Max Perry 

   

Parish Quiet Day 

 

Saturday November 26th   2016 
 

Copthorne Hub. 

Borers Arms Rd. Copthorne 
 

10.30 – 3.15pm   

 

“Come, Lord Jesus 

(Rev 22:20) 

Preparing for Christmas ” 
 

Hope, peace, love & joy 

 

 
 

Led by Rev’d Steve Burston 

 

To book a place please  
sign-up on the sheets in church. 

FUNNIES 
An enquiry came in recently via our 

website recently with an amusing 

typo.   

A parent asked “Do you carry out 

baptisms as part of the Sunday 

service or do you hold a desperate 
service?” 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cS9Y-_C-Yb4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqjnrQ2uLgI
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VIEW FROM A PEW
As a quick prelude I would note that when I first 

wrote  this column, our former Rector asked that 

it be renamed to A View from a Pew to indicate it 

was one person’s observation not the whole 

Congregation.  I would echo that and ask that my 

friends forgive anything they may not agree with 

and certainly don’t take umbrage if they don’t 

agree with my view that life is far more colourful 

when it doesn’t always go to plan. 

My commentary is on three very different 

services.  The first I would rate as either the best 

or close to the best I have ever been to.  It was 

the Parish Eucharist at St Nicholas, Worth where 

we said goodbye to both our Rector (Canon 

Anthony) and Curate (Rev’d Steve).  Now that 

may sound a bit harsh.  “Bye Anthony, bye Steve, 
this is the best service I’ve ever been too!” But 

the format of the service was absolutely brilliant.  

It was a mix of the more traditional and the 

modern with a splash of the St Nic’s children’s 

service thrown in.  “Our God is a Great Big God” 

was greeted with lots of movement (roughly) in 

line with the words and music (I know that my 

arms were still up in the air at times while God 

was holding me in his hands).  Others in the 

congregation looked on in amusement with the 

occasional movement and some nodding of heads 

in disapproval at such a disrespectful use of a great 

Saxon Church.  Throughout the service came the 

“handover of responsibilities” from the Clergy to 

the laity.  This was also very moving.  I so often 

hear comments like “it’s always the same old 

people doing all the jobs”.  Yet as the service 

progressed and more and more different people 

stood up to acknowledge the handover you begin 

to realise just how many people are involved in 

Parish life.  Yes, some people stood up several 

times, but I felt a great feeling of Community and 

Togetherness.  At the end of the service I saw at 

least three people in tears. 

The second service was at Westminster Abbey 

where Canon Ball, as he is now known, was 

“insomethingated” We decided to make a day of 

it, Sue, Charlotte and I went up by train, booking 

tickets for Roald Dahl’s Matilda, going to the 

Abbey, having dinner and then going to the 
musical.  I’d had a really long week of revision and 

then an exam on Wednesday.  The service was 

Evensong and the format was one of non-

participation by the congregation.  The Choir sang 

beautifully (but only slightly better than St 

Nicholas).  I enjoyed that and then listening as 

Anthony was led up to make his oath to the 

Queen.  It and the atmosphere around the 

Cathedral was fascinating.  But then my tiredness 

kicked in and I entered my own dreamy private 

world.  Suddenly the sound of bodies moving got 

me to instantly react.  My body is practised at 

reacting from the neck down and I was able to 

leap to my feet.  Then I realised that it was the 

creed.  Yes, I know the creed.  Then I wondered 

why everyone had turned to the right? Then I 

realised that the words were not the same (later I 

found out this was an older version than I was 
used to).  Finally awake I was able to enjoy the 

remainder of the service, the speeches of 

welcome for Anthony and to wish him well.   

The third service was the next day back at St 

Nicholas.  The Rural Dean presented the first of 

what I am sure will become a variety of services 

from different celebrants.  I know how much work 

goes on in the background in preparation for 

these services and that not everything always goes 

to plan.  I also know the effort that was involved 

in the handover with Anthony and Steve leaving so 

that everyone was a little rushed.  It was therefore 

not surprising that the odd mistake crept into the 

service.  However, as I have mentioned in 

previous articles such things add to the richness of 

life.  Most importantly if we cannot cope in 

humour with such events then imagine the 

difficulty of us retaining people who visit and are 

new to our Church.  Somehow we have to be 

welcoming enough that it doesn’t matter if you 

can’t dance to “Our God is a Great Big God” or 

know three different Creeds or listen to a reading 

that slightly differs from the Pew sheet.  That’s a 

tough but necessary ask. 

The disappointment and challenges of yet another 

interregnum have nevertheless brought a feeling of 

togetherness and community.  We’ve had a 

bumper harvest of good-will and good services.  

Our glasses are certainly more than half-full.  

Thank you Anthony and Steve for all you have 
done. 

Max Perry 
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PARISHONER PROFILE - SUE PERRY 

 Sue was born in Bridgwater Somerset, the only 

child of an engineering lecturer and a Danish girl 

13 years his junior, whom he had fallen for when 

she was visiting her English penfriend.  Sue feels 

that the stereotype of only children being self-

centred is not true because you have to be nice to 

people, else you won’t have anyone to play with! 

However, she also admits ‘I’ played ‘Me’ at 

Monopoly quite a lot – sometimes ‘I’ won and 

sometimes it was ‘Me’!!   

Aged 7, she decided she wanted to be a teacher, 

and has never wavered from that decision.  She 

doesn’t remember going to church regularly as a 

child although her mother was confirmed in 

England.  In Somerset, she occasionally went to a 

Sunday School in a chapel in the hills “where the 

heating smelt like smoked ham”.   

Moving to London, she started Richmond 

Grammar School for Girls as the youngest girl in 

the year.  Whilst there, she went to Pioneer 

Camp - a Christian Camp which, on Googling, is 

still running - a good chance to go away with her 

teenage friends.  Her group took over a school in 

Eastbourne, and she did churchy things in the day 

and learned rude words by night.  The upshot of 

this was that she and several friends decided to be 

confirmed, which happened in East Sheen.  After 

moving to Hampton, the teenage Sue started a 

new routine of pulling her clothes over her 

pyjamas, cycling to the 8am service at St Mary’s, 

before returning to bed to listen to the omnibus 

edition of the Archers! 

One regret Sue has is that she gave up Applied 

Maths A-level.  Although this has not affected her 

career or life in any way, she is annoyed she gave 

it up through ‘idleness’.  She attended Teacher 

Training College in Reading having passed Biology 

and Pure Maths A-levels.  Here she had the 

opportunity to do a specialised maths course 

based on Dienes’ Logic - teaching 5-8 year olds 

how to think, which she found very interesting.  

She passed all teaching exams with merit and set 

out on adult life.  She married the boyfriend she’d 

had from school-age at St Mary’s, Hampton and 

has discovered only this year, that it may well have 

been John Welsh who married her, as he was one 
of the clergy there at that time.   After her 

marriage, they moved to Woking and church 

attendance tailed off to Easters and Christmases. 

Her first job was in Byfleet teaching 7-8 year olds, 

with 24 in the class.  In her second year, she kept 

those same 24 pupils (now 8-9 year olds), but had 

12 7-8 year olds added in.  When new housing 

was built, this class size went up to 40! 

She applied for a promotion and began work at 

Lakeside First School, near Camberley, 

responsible for the maths and science over the 

whole school.  For half a term, she spent the 

mornings trying to teach maths to 100 children in 

two groups of 50, needless to say this didn’t work, 

so for the rest of the year it became two groups 

of 40!  This was followed by one of her best years 

in teaching as they trialled grouping by ability, and 

she got 33 children of mid-ability further than she 

has ever since got a group of average children.  

However, grouping by ability did not remain an 

acceptable concept for primary school teaching. 

Her husband’s job changed and they moved to 

Crowborough.  Sue decided to work part-time 

and shared a Year 6 class at Bidborough C of E 

Primary School with the Headteacher, coming in 

flexibly when needed.  She cites flexibility as one 

of her key assets – she doesn’t mind change, 

which is just as well, given that at this point in her 

life, Sue now found herself single again, leading to 

a return to full-time teaching.   
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Three years later, life turned another corner, as 

during a February half-term skiing holiday in 

Romania, she met Max and they just clicked.  She 

was living in Crowborough and he in Carshalton 

and why, she says, he and his friends, none of 

whom had children, decided to ski in the school 

holidays, she will never know, but how lucky they 

did. 

By April, he had asked her to marry him and she 

asked him a question in return.  Over the years, 

Sue had many investigations for infertility and was 

on high-dose hormones for endometriosis.  If they 

could not have children, and given she was too old 

to adopt, would Max consider fostering?  He said 

he would.  Sue went back to part-time work, they 

found a house in Horley, moved there in 1988 and 
married in May 1989 at Reigate Registry Office, 

followed by a church blessing and a Bring and 

Share lunch in the school hall.   

When in November, she found out she was 

expecting twins, it was the first time she can 

remember her father breaking out the sherry 

before midday!  Her waters went during 

Blockbusters on Maundy Thursday and Christian 

and Alex were born 5 weeks early but by natural 

means, on Good Friday (called Long Friday in 

Denmark, an apt name for it, her mother quipped, 

pacing up and down by the phone.)  Time was not 

on their side, so they tried a further time to have 

another child and with the last month’s supply of 

hormonal drugs, Charlotte was conceived and 

arrived 23 May 1992.   

Now a stay at home mother, Sue edited the 

newsletter for the Redhill and Reigate Twins’ 

Club, and trained to answer the phone for 

TAMBA Twinline - on call to reassure other 

parents.  After 23 children had passed through her 

living room during a monthly afternoon tea, she 

decided to book a hall and start a Twins Activity 

Group - messy play and a story - sound familiar? 

Max and Sue were keen for the children to be 

brought up with Christian values so, on moving to 

Worth when the children were three and one, the 

boys began Sunday School at St Nicholas’ and 

whilst Max helped look after the children, Sue 

escaped occasionally to the 09.45.   Sue had tried 

other churches -  a notable one being where on 

walking in, she was given a shampoo container full 

of beans to shake during songs.  That was not 

“her thing”.  But St Nicholas’ must have been - as 
she gradually attended more regularly and is now 

one of our stalwarts.   

In the last interregnum, she and Max used their 

gifts to answer the phones and deal with general 

parish admin.  When Anthony Ball came, they 

developed the system further and now Sue is the 

port of call for pastoral offices among other 

things.  With her voluntary hat on, she 

occasionally does flowers, acolytes, writes some 

of the pewsheets, runs fundraising quizzes and for 

the last 2 years has (very slowly) been learning 

how to ring the church bells. 

Sue and Max have now been married 27 years, 

and although she was supposed to retire to a life 

of crafting, Sue says she actually spends too much 

time working in the parish office, supply teaching 

and playing computer games.  Not a bad life!   

  Elizabeth Whyman 

 

 

 

  

The Martlets 

Hospice has 

staged a public 

art trail in 

Brighton and 

Hove.   

 

45 giant 

Snowdog 

sculptures are on 

show now until 

27th November.   

 

Get a trail map 

from  

snowdogsbythes

ea.co.uk/the-

trail/ 

 

http://www.themartlets.org.uk/
http://www.themartlets.org.uk/


26 

 
  



 

  



28 

  



29 

USEFUL NUMBERS 
Administrators (Parish) Glennis Parker 

Sue Perry 

0300 

111 

8150 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
Baptisms Parish Office 

Bell Ringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings 

 (Hall, Pastoral Centre, Church) etc) 

Glennis Parker 

Sue Perry 
Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens 

Children’s Society Brenda Booker 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) 

Choir) 

Alex Hiam 

Christenings Parish Office 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell  

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell 

Sheila Dring 

Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) David Parker 

Colin Smith 

Events (Parish) Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Parish Office 

Fellowship Activities Joan Tick 

Festival Choir (occasional) See Choirs 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Jane Stanford 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 

Funerals Parish Office 

Giving (regular and one off donations) Mark Chappell 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Gill Gusterson 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Media 

(Magazine/Website/Facebook/Twitter) 

Elizabeth Whyman 

Messy Church Sue Walshe 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish)  
Pastoral Centre  
PCC Lay Chair Phyl Pennell 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Committee Chairs 

  Faith - Growth in Christ 

  Hope - Re-imagining Ministry 

  Love - Seeking the Common Good 

  St Nicholas’ 

  St Barnabas’ 

  Standing Committee 

 

David Parker 

Colin Smith 

Phyl Pennell  

David Parker 

Phyl Pennell 

Phyl Pennell 

PCC Secretary Glennis Parker 
PCC Treasurer  Sheila Dring 

Prayer Group Linda Eells 

Safeguarding Officer Viv Tiller 

St Nicholas’ Circle Max Perry 

Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am) Jenny Dobson 

Weddings  Parish Office 
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OCTOBER - NOVEMBER CALENDAR 
Tuesday 4 October 11am   Home Communion, Lanehurst Gardens 

Thursday 6 October 2.00pm  Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

8.30pm  St Nicholas’ Circle, St Barnabas’ 

Saturday 8 October 8.30-9.45am  Men’s Breakfast with speaker, St Barnabas’ 

10.00am-12  Mothers’ Union Coffee Morning with raffle, cakes,  

  books and bric a brac, St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 9 October   Regular Services  

Monday 10 October 11.00am  Julian Group, St Barnabas’ 

Tuesday 11 October 9.00am   St Nicholas Committee Meeting, Garden Room, Rectory 

Wednesday 12 October 2.00-4.00pm  Pastoral Assistants Tea 

3.15-4.30pm  Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School 

Thursday 13 October 2.00pm  Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

2.30pm  Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Sunday 16 October   Regular Services and 11.30am Nic’s, St Nicholas’ 

Wednesday 19 October 3.00-4.45pm  Messy Church, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday 20 October 2.00pm  Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 23 October   Regular Services 

Wednesday 26 October 7.30pm  St Barnabas’ Committee Meeting, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday 27 October 2.00pm  Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

7.30pm  Mothers’ Union Meeting, St Barnabas’ 

Friday 28 October 10am-3.00pm Stars and Space, Chichester Cathedral 

7.00-8.00pm Help us set up for tomorrow’s Jumble Sale 

8.00-9.30pm  Church in the Pub, Coaching Halt 

Saturday 29 October 9.30-11.15am  Jumble Sale, St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 30 October   No 09.45 service at St Nicholas’ 

10.00   Parish Eucharist at St Barnabas’  

Tuesday 1 November 11.00am Home Communion, Lanehurst Gardens 

Thursday 3 November 2.00pm  Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

8.30pm  St Nicholas Circle, St Barnabas’ 

Saturday 5 November 10.00-12 Saturday Market, St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 6 November   Regular Services and 11.30 Nic’s, St Nicholas’ 

  with guest celebrant Anthony Stiddolph  
  at 8am and 09.45 at St Nicholas’  

Wednesday 9 November 2.00-4.00pm Pastoral Assistants Tea 

3.15-4.30pm  Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School 

Thursday 10 November 2.00pm  Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

2.30pm  Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Friday 11 November 10.40am Remembrance Service, St Nicholas’ 

Saturday 12 November 7.45pm  Quiz with a Difference, St Barnabas’ 



 

Sunday 13 November   Regular Services 

Monday 14 November 11.00am Julian Group, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday 17 November 2.00pm  Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Saturday 19 November 10am-4pm Marriage Preparation Day 

Sunday 20 November   Regular Services including  

  11.30am Nic’s, with Steve Burston, St Nicholas’ 

Wednesday 23 November 3-4.45pm Messy Church, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday 24 November 2.00pm  Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

7.30pm  Mothers’ Union Meeting, St Barnabas’ 

Friday 25 November 8-9.30pm  Church in the Pub, Coaching Halt 

Saturday 26 November 10.30-3.15pm  Parish Quiet Day with Steve Burston, Copthorne Hub 

ADVENT SUNDAY 

Sunday 27 November 

3.00-4.00pm  Parish Christingle Service, St Barnabas’  
  Check with Parish Office (0300 111 8150) as subject to change. 

6.30pm  Advent Carols, St Nicholas’ 

Thursday 1 December 2.00pm   Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

8.30pm  St Nicholas Circle Cheese and Wine, St Barnabas’ 

Saturday 3 December 12-3.00pm Advent Fair, St Barnabas’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ADDRESSES 

St Barnabas’ 

Church,  

Worth Road, 

Crawley,  

RH10 7DY 

St Nicholas’ 

Church, 

Church Road 

Worth, RH10 7RT 

The Studio  

Maidenbower Infants 

School  

Harvest Road,  

RH10 7RA 

Coaching Halt  

Balcombe Rd 
Maidenbower,  

RH10 7ZJ 

Worth Parish Office 

St Barnabas’ Church,  

Worth Road, 

Crawley,  RH10 7DY 
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The Martins 
Family Funeral Directors 

Truly Independent 

 
Under the personal supervision of 

Peter, Jenny, Debbie and our dedicated team. 
Our family caring for your family. 

 

THE PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FOR WHICH WE ARE RENOWNED IS AVAILABLE AT 

 

38 - 40 Broadfield Barton, Crawley, RH11 9BZ 
Free parking in front of the premises 

01293 552345 (24hrs) 
IF YOU WISH, ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE 

IN YOUR OWN HOME 
 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 


