
From Gordon: 

The Conundrum of Rich and Poor 

In today’s Gospel, St Luke describes the 

lifestyle of a rich man who dresses in purple 

and fine linen and is able to feast sumptuously 

every day. His table, however, does not seem 

to offer fellowship and companionship but 

rather isolation and exclusion. Lazarus, the 

beggar, ill and starving, subsists on almost 

nothing and has dogs, rather than humans, as 

companions.  Loneliness remains a major 

issue for many in our society who are poor 

and marginalised.  

Things are the opposite in heaven for Lazarus. 

He joins the company of Abraham and the 

angels. He had almost nothing on earth and is 

now richly blessed in heaven. For the rich 

man, however, existence has become a 

torment. He remains alone - the hell of 

loneliness - and no longer has his fine 

possessions and sumptuous lifestyle. Yet, he 

still carries with him his earthly assumptions. 

He attempts unsuccessfully to speak to 

Lazarus, his perceived inferior, through an 

intermediary, Abraham. He wishes to warn 

his brothers on earth about the prospects of 

hell but doesn’t make any connection 

between their privileged, uncaring lifestyle 

and its inappropriateness for the life of 

heaven, a point made very powerfully in 

today’s reading from Timothy.  

In essence, the Gospel reading is less about 

inequality and more about connection. Those 

who are rich have within their power the 

capacity to offer benefits to the poor. The 

Church has within its power the capacity to 

reach out to all and commend to them the 

reality of God’s concern for all and the 
unqualified gifts of love and grace that God 

offers to all. This offer transcends all our 

earthly difficulties and inequalities. It is a 

breath-taking reality. 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth and St 

Barnabas’ in Pound Hill. 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services and notices about our community.  

Please do take it home. If you are here for 

the first time, please do introduce 

yourselves.  We’d also love you to join us 

for refreshments after the service.  Please 

feel free to use the soft toys and books at 

the back of the church for your children.  

At Communion, everyone is welcome to 

come up and receive a blessing or, if 

baptised, share the bread and wine. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00   Holy Communion          St Nicholas’                                 

Celebrant and Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry 

09.45   Parish Eucharist             St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant and Preacher: Rev Canon Julia Peaty  

10.00 Family Service:                 St Barnabas’ 

Presiding: Barbara Hill 

11.30 Baptism      St Nicholas’ 

Presiding: Revd Julia Peaty 

 

Trinity 18  

25th 

September 

2016 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or  

phone 0300 111 8150 

 



Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us 

your gift of faith that, forsaking what lies 

behind and reaching out to that which is 

before, we may run the way of your 

commandments and win the crown of 

everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever.  Amen 
 

First Reading 
Amos 6.1a,4-7  

Alas for those who are at ease 

in Zion, and for those who feel secure on 

Mount Samaria, the notables of the first of 

the nations, to whom the house of Israel 

resorts! Alas for those who lie on beds 

of ivory, and lounge on their couches, 

and eat lambs from the flock, and calves 

from the stall; who sing idle songs to the 

sound of the harp, and like David 

improvise on instruments of music; who 

drink wine from bowls, and anoint 

themselves with the finest oils, but are not 

grieved over the ruin of Joseph!  

Therefore they shall now be the first to 

go into exile, and the revelry of the 

loungers shall pass away. 

 
Psalm 146 

 
Second Reading  

1 Timothy 6.6-19 

There is great gain in godliness combined 

with contentment; for we brought nothing 

into 

the 

world, 

so that we can take nothing out of it; but 

if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with these. 

But those who want to be rich fall into 

temptation and are trapped by many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge 

people into ruin and destruction. For the 

love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, 

and in their eagerness to be rich some 

have wandered away from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many pains. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; 

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the 

good fight of the faith; take hold of the 

eternal life, to which you were called and 

for which you made the good confession 

in the presence of many witnesses. In the 

presence of God, who gives life to all 

things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his 

testimony before Pontius Pilate made the 

good confession, I charge you to keep the 

commandment without spot or blame 

until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, which he will bring about at the 

right time—he who is the blessed and 

only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord 

of lords. It is he alone who has 

immortality and dwells in unapproachable 

light, whom no one has ever seen or can 

see; to him be honour and eternal 

dominion. Amen. As for those who in the 

present age are rich, command them not 

to be haughty, or to set their hopes on 

the uncertainty of riches, but rather on 

God who richly provides us with 

everything for our enjoyment. They are to 

do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share, thus storing 

up for themselves the treasure of a good 

foundation for the future, so that they 

may take hold of the life that really is life. 
 

Gospel Reading 

Luke 16.19-31 

‘There was a rich man who was dressed in 

purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay 

a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 

sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger 

with what fell from the rich man’s table; 

even the dogs would come and lick his 

sores. The poor man died and was carried 

away by the angels to be with 

Abraham. The rich man also died and was 



buried. In Hades, where he was being 

tormented, he looked up and saw 

Abraham far away with Lazarus by his 

side. He called out, “Father Abraham, 

have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to 

dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 

my tongue; for I am in agony in these 

flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, 

remember that during your lifetime you 

received your good things, and Lazarus in 

like manner evil things; but now he is 

comforted here, and you are in 

agony. Besides all this, between you and 

us a great chasm has been fixed, so that 

those who might want to pass from here 

to you cannot do so, and no one can 

cross from there to us.” He said, “Then, 

father, I beg you to send him to my 

father’s house- for I have five brothers-

that he may warn them, so that they will 

not also come into this place of 

torment.” Abraham replied, “They have 

Moses and the prophets; they should 

listen to them.” He said, “No, father 

Abraham; but if someone goes to them 

from the dead, they will repent.” He said 

to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and 

the prophets, neither will they be 

convinced even if someone rises from the 

dead.”  
 

Post Communion Prayer 

We praise and thank you, O Christ, for 

this sacred feast: for here we receive you, 

here the memory of your passion is 

renewed, here our minds are filled with 

grace, and here a pledge of future glory is 

given, when we shall feast at that table 
where you reign with all your saints for 
ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For 3 weeks in October a List will be in 

both churches showing names of departed 

family & friends, please ensure that you 

mark beside their name indicating if you 

wish them to either be included in the 2017 

Parish Remembrance Diary 

for their anniversary [A] and / or at the All 

Saint's service [AS].  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues   10.30 Eucharist St Barnabas’  

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist St Nicholas’ 

Sun 2 

Oct 

08.00 Holy Communion St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung Eucharist  St Nicholas’ 
10.00 Harvest Eucharist St Barnabas’ 

11.30 Nic’s Service St Nicholas’ 
 

Readings for Sunday 2nd October 
(Harvest Thanksgiving) 

Deuteronomy 26.1 – 11     Psalm 100 

Revelations 14.14 -18        John 6.25 - 35 

Old and new friends welcome! 

Wed 28 Sept 16  

St Barnabas’ 15.00 
 

Wed 12 Oct 16  

Maidenbower Infants School 15.15 
 

Wed 19 Oct 16  

St Barnabas’ 15.00 

 

 
Parish Home Groups will continue to 

meet every two weeks - if you are 

interested please contact either Dave 

Parker 884574 or Joan Tick 884695. 

Wed 19 Oct Parish Prayer Group 19.30 

at St Barnabas’ Church. Please join us if you 

feel able to - you'll be very welcome 

 

St Barnabas Vicarage - A certain lady 

(with occasional help) has been tackling 

the garden on Tuesday mornings. If you 

feel you could join in - please turn up 

with secateurs. Even helping to take 

rubbish away would be appreciated as she 

is working flat out.  

 

Please note that our Harvest 

Thanksgiving Services are on 2nd Oct at 

normal times at both churches. Please 

donate tinned or packet foods, squash and 

toiletries for distribution to Open House 

and the Easter Team.  Thank you.  



NOTES AND NOTICES 
Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre - 2 courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. 

Everyone welcome. Please order tickets by 

28st Sept (for catering) for 30th Sept at the 

Centre or phone 0300 111 8150. 
 

29th Sept 2016 17.00 -21.00 Open Evening: 

Holy Trinity C of E Secondary School.  
 

Thurs 29th September at 7.30 pm 

Mothers’ Union meeting on in the Pastoral 

Centre to celebrate 140 years of the MU 

closing with Compline. All welcome. 
 

Friday 30th Sept 10.00 - 11.30 am PC 

Coffee Morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer 

Fund. Jenny, a local resident, is providing 

homemade cakes and the P C will provide 

the drinks to raise funds for Macmillan. 

Please support this charitable work. 
 

Saturday 1 October- The next Saturday 

Market takes place in the Pastoral Centre 

10.00am-11.45am. Do join us for 

refreshments and chat - you might find a 

bargain too. 
 

Thur 6 Oct 20.00 St Nicholas’ Circle 

Anecdotes of a 45yr career by Max Perry -

Everyone welcome 
 

Sat Oct 8th 8.30am – Men’s Breakfast 

with a Speaker from Open House. Sign up 

sheets at the back of Church, by 2 Oct pls. 

Sat Oct 8th Mothers’ Union Coffee 

Morning 10.00 - 12noon in the P. Centre. 

Cakes, books & Bric-a-Brac for sale also a 

Raffle all in aid of M.U. projects. Donations 

of cakes & books would be wonderful. 
 

 
 

CONTACTS 

During the interregnum the Rural Dean, the 

Revd Canon Julia Peaty + Church Wardens, 

Phyl Pennell and David Parker, are the 

sequestrators (responsible for clergy cover).  
 

Also Revd Gordon Parry has offered his 

number 07802 43 23 98 if anyone specifically 

needs to talk with a member of clergy 

Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

David Parker (St N) 01293 884574 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Colin Smith (St N) 01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office  

  0300 111 8150   office@worthparish.org.uk 

Fun and Games Monday 

Afternoons 

The Pastoral Centre Café is open on 

Monday afternoons from 14.00 – 16.00. 

A group of regulars are keen to play 

some card or board games. Come to 

play or just to chat. Tea/coffee and cake 

available.  

New Servers and Acolytes We are very 

keen to encourage some more people to 

join our team of servers and acolytes for the 

9.45am service at St Nicholas. If you would 

like to know more about what this involves, 
please speak to Jenny Dobson (01293 

882939) or Joan Pallett (01342 713756). 

Celia and Anthony say, “We are deeply 

grateful to all the parishioners who 

contributed to the exceptionally generous 

cheque, which we were given at the farewell 

lunch on 4 Sep.  We intend to use the 

money to buy a dining room table and chairs 

for our new home – allowing us to keep 

your memory with us as we enjoy hospitality 

with new friends (and old!).”   
 Anthony also wishes to thank all who came 

or sent best wishes for his installation at 

Westminster last Saturday.   
Anthony.Ball@westminster-abbey.org; tel: 

020 7654 4806 
 
Thank you to the ladies who supported the 

Ladies Breakfast on Sept 17th, £94 was raised 

for the Parish World Bank, primarily for Open 

House, with thanks to our very inspirational 

speaker Chris Oxlade 
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