
The Curate Writes:  
In this Thursday's Eucharist Service - 

the reading asked why Jesus spoke in 

parables. A good question - wouldn’t it 

be easier if he just told us how it is 

rather than speaking in riddles? After 

all, parables are just the long-winded 

cousins of unfathomable and 

contradictory proverbs! One that used 

to have me scratching my head as child, 

is when my mum would respond to my 

reply of the question ‘What are you 

doing?’  

‘Nothing’, with this classic ‘If you are 

doing nothing, you must be doing 

something!’ But clearly parables are 

important; a third of Jesus’ spoken 

words in the Gospels are in the form 

of parables. The word parable literally 

means 'throw alongside’. Jesus uses 

them so that we might learn inner 

truths about ourselves on multiple 

levels. They are quite plainly a story 

that keeps on teaching and challenging 

us - none more so than the Rich Fool. 

Jesus tells us a story about someone in 

today’s world that is highly successful; 

they have the cars, the holidays, the 

homes and the trappings of success. 

That person has climbed the ladder of 

success, just about to draw their huge 

fat pension, and then 

suddenly……..they realise that their 

ladder has been leant up against the 

wrong wall. All that wealth and success 

means nothing in the Kingdom of God, 

which is what matters and to where all 

parables point. May our ladders be 

propped up against the right wall.  

Steve 

 

 

 
Welcome to our services at  

St Nicholas’ in Worth and St 

Barnabas’ in Pound Hill. 
 

This sheet details the readings in today’s 

services and notices about our community.  

Please do take it home. 

If you are here for the first time, please do 

introduce yourselves.  We’d also love you 

to join us for refreshments after the service.  

Please feel free to use the soft toys and 

books at the back of the church for your 

children.  At Communion, everyone is 

welcome to come up and receive a blessing 

or, if baptised, share the bread and wine. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
08.00   Holy Communion          St Nicholas’                                 

Celebrant and Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry 

09.45   Sung Eucharist        St Nicholas’  

Celebrant and Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry  

10.00   Eucharist Healing Service  St Barnabas’ 

Celebrant and Preacher: Revd Steve Burston 

12.00   Holy Baptism                 St Nicholas’ 

Presiding: Revd Steve Burston 

 

 

Trinity 10  

31st July 2016 

 

The Pew Sheet 
 

Many thanks for the offers of help with editing 

the pew sheet but we would also be so 

grateful if anyone can join our rota to compile 
it. IT help and support is available. Sue & Sue 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or phone 

0300 111 8150 



 

Collect 
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, be open 

to the prayers of your humble servants; 

and that they obtain their petitions make 

them to ask such things as shall please 

you; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen 
 

First Reading 
Ecclesiastes 1.2, 12-14; 2.18-23  

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

   vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
The Futility of Seeking Wisdom 

 I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in 

Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done 

under heaven; it is an unhappy business 

that God has given to human beings to be 

busy with. I saw all the deeds that are 

done under the sun; and see, all is vanity 

and a chasing after wind. 

 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled 

under the sun, seeing that I must leave it 

to those who come after me  - and who 

knows whether they will be wise or 

foolish? Yet they will be master of all for 

which I toiled and used my wisdom under 

the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned 

and gave my heart up to despair 

concerning all the toil of my labours under 

the sun, because sometimes one who has 

toiled with wisdom and knowledge and 

skill must leave all to be enjoyed by 

another who did not toil for it. This also is 

vanity and a great evil. What do mortals 

get from all the toil and strain with which 

they toil under the sun? For all their days 

are full of pain, and their work is a 

vexation; even at 

night their minds 

do not rest. This 

also is vanity. 
 

 

 
Psalm 49.1-12   
 

 
 

 
 

Second Reading 
Colossians 3.1-11 

The New Life in Christ  

So if you have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God. Set your 

minds on things 

that are above, 

not on things 

that are on 

earth, for you 

have died, and 

your life is 

hidden with 

Christ in 

God. When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then 

you also will be revealed with him in 

glory. 

 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you 

is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, 

evil desire, and greed (which is 

idolatry). On account of these the wrath 

of God is coming on those who are 

disobedient. These are the ways you also 

once followed, when you were living that 

life. But now you must get rid of all such 

things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 

abusive language from your mouth. Do 

not lie to one another, seeing that you 

have stripped off the old self with its 

practices and have clothed yourselves 

with the new self, which is being renewed 

in knowledge according to the image of its 

creator. In that renewal there is no longer 

Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 

and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
 



Gospel Reading 
Luke 12.13-21        

The Parable of the Rich Fool 

 Someone in the crowd said to him, 

‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

family inheritance with me.’ But he said to 

him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or 

arbitrator over you?’ And he said to them, 

‘Take care! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 

consist in the abundance of 

possessions.’ Then he told them a parable: 

‘The land of a rich man produced 

abundantly. And he thought to himself, 

“What should I do, for I have no place to 

store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do 

this: I will pull down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. And I will say to my 

soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up 

for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 

merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! 

This very night your life is being 

demanded of you. And the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?” So it 

is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich towards God.’ 

 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

God of our pilgrimage, you have willed 

that the gate of mercy should stand open 

for those who trust in you: look upon us 

with your favour that we who follow the 

path of your will may never wander from 

the way of life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

                                                   Amen 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERVICES THIS WEEK  
 

Tues   09.00 Morning Prayer 

10.30 Eucharist 

St Barnabas’ 

St Barnabas’ 

Wed 09.00 Morning Prayer 

& Eucharist 

St Barnabas’ 

Thurs 09.00 Morning Prayer 

10.30 Eucharist 

St Barnabas’  

St Nicholas’ 

Fri     09.00 Morning Prayer 

& Eucharist  

11.30 Chat & Pray 

St Barnabas’ 

 

 

Sat 09.00  Morning 

Prayer and Eucharist 

St Nicholas’ 

14.00 Wedding St Nicholas’ 

Sun 

7th 

Aug 

08.00 Holy Communion St Nicholas’ 

09.45 Sung Eucharist  St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Eucharist  St Barnabas’ 

11.30  Nic’s Service                       St Nicholas’ 
 

Readings for Sunday 7th August 
(Trinity 11)  

Genesis 15. 1-6 

Psalm 33. 12-22 

Hebrews 11. 1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12. 32-40 

                                  

A prayer for Summer 

Creator of all, thank You for summer!  

Thank You for the warmth of the sun  

and the increased daylight.  

Thank You for the beauty  

I see all around me  

and for the opportunity to be outside  

and enjoy Your creation.  

Thank You for the increased time  

I have to be with my friends and family,  

and for the more casual pace of the summer 

season.  
 

Draw me closer to You this summer.  

Teach me how I can pray  

no matter where I am or what I am doing.  

Warm my soul with the awareness of Your 

presence,  

and light my path with Your Word and 

Counsel.  

As I enjoy Your creation,  

create in me a pure heart  

and a hunger and a thirst for You. Amen. 

 



NOTICES AND DIARY NOTES 
 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre - 2 courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. 

Everyone welcome. Please order tickets by 

3rd Aug (for catering) for 5th Aug at the 

Centre (pay on the day) or phone 0300 

111 8150. 
 

The Pastoral Centre always welcomes home 

made cakes. If anyone is willing to bake any 

items for us these will be gratefully received. 

Reimbursement can be arranged for 

ingredients used.   
 

The Coffee Shop is open 10.30am-12 on 

Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays only 

throughout the summer hols. Why not pop 

in for friendly chat, coffee, tea or delicious 

home-made cake. 
 

Friday August 26th 10.00am-3.00pm - 

Children’s Activity Day (Bold and 

Beautiful) at Chichester Cathedral for ages 

3-12 years (£2.50 per child). No need to 

book.  
 

Sunday September 4th 10.00am -

Parish Eucharist at St. Nicholas’ followed 

by BBQ/Bring and Share lunch and farewells 

to Anthony and Steve on the Rectory Lawn. 

The sign up lists for the ‘bring & share’ 

element will be displayed in both churches 

from next Sunday, 7th Aug.  Offers of help 

please to the church wardens. Thank you. 
 

Saturday September 10th 3pm - 

Anthony’s Installation as Canon at 

Westminster Abbey.  The coach is now full 

and the list for the reception afterwards is 

closed. If you have signed up for the coach 

please put £13 per seat in a named envelope 

to Sue or one of the church wardens – no 

loose cash please.  
 

Saturday September 17th 8.30am - 

Ladies’ Breakfast at the Pastoral Centre 

with guest Speaker from Open House. 

Please sign up on the sheets at the back of 

Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHARITY CHOICE 2016: There is a display of 
9 charities in the narthex chapel at St Barnabas 

until 2 Aug.  Please visit and vote for how to 

distribute our charity money as well as 

choosing charities to support in the future. 
 

Canon Anthony is taking annual leave from 20 
July to 18 August. When he returns, Revd 

Steve will take his annual leave until 3rd Sep.  
 

Book / Reading Club 
If anyone would be interested in joining a 

monthly book club at the Pastoral Centre or 

has any questions about such a venture please 

contact the parish office or Liz Gallagher on 

07779166464 – books available on loan 

 

 
 
 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball 01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 
 

 

 

Curate  

Revd Steve Burston   01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

Sheila Dring (St B) 01293 513496 

David Parker (St N) 01293 884574 

Phyl Pennell (St B) 01293 883362 

Colin Smith  (St N) 01293 889894 
 

Worth Parish Office  

  0300 111 8150   office@worthparish.org.uk 

 

I'LL DO IT MY WAY!  A Modern-Day 

Parable of the 'Lost Son' is being presented 

as a dance, drama and singing Summer 

School at St Elizabeth's Northgate! 22-25 

August, open to all aged 7-16. No 

experience necessary. The summer school 

will end in a performance at the Hawth on 

25th August! Contact Louise on 

07721416323 or email lryrie@aol.com 
 

'Prayerful Pilates' is a workshop for 

adults on Tuesday 30 August 7-8pm at St 

Elizabeth's Northgate. Men & women 

welcome. No experience necessary. 

Strengthen and relax your body and mind, 

with a focus on God. Accompanied by 

relaxing Christian music. Book through 

Louise on 07721416323 or lryrie@aol.com 
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