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CLERGY SERVING THE PARISH 
Rector (until September) Revd Canon Anthony Ball 01293 882229 

Curate (until September) Revd Steve Burston 01293 279028 

Assistant Priest Revd Gordon Parry 07802 432398 
 

REGULAR SERVICES 
Our regular services are shown below and a calendar starting on page 29 details special services, groups 

and events happening throughout the next four months.  However, because of the lead time of this issue, 

for services from September, we would advise you to check our website or phone the Parish Office for 

any changes which may have occurred since the publication of this magazine. 

 St Nicholas’, Worth St Barnabas’, Pound Hil  l 
Sun 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (every week) 
        (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 

09.30  Ist Sunday - Switched On 

09.30  2nd-5th Sundays – Sunday School 

09.45  Sung Eucharist (every week) 

 (Common Worship) 

11.30  1st and 3rd Sun of each month  

 Nic’s (Informal Family Service) 

10.00  1st Sunday - Eucharist 

10.00 2nd Sunday - Eucharist with Sunday School 

10.00 3rd Sunday - Eucharist with Sunday School   
           and Switched On 

10.00 4th Sunday - Informal Family Service  

           (non-Eucharist) 

10.00 5th Sunday (if there is one) - Eucharist 

Mon No services No services 

Tues 17.00  Evening Prayer  09.00  Morning Prayer 

10.30  Eucharist 

Wed 17.00  Evening Prayer  09.00  Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

15:00 Messy Church (4th Wednesday in term time) 

Thu 10.30 Eucharist 

17.00  Evening Prayer 

09.00  Morning Prayer 

Fri 17.00  Evening Prayer 09.00  Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

Sat 09.00 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 17.00  Evening Prayer 
 

And why not also join us at: 

The Studio Maidenbower Infant School RH10 7RA 
2nd Wed of the month (in term time) 15:15  Messy Church@ Maidenbower 

 

St Barnabas‘ Cafe RH10 7DY 
Mon (term time) 14.00-16.00 Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Every Tues, Fri, Sat 10.30-12.00 Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Fri 12.30 Lunches  - prebook tickets (£5.50) by calling 01293 883362 
 

Stepney‘s Coffee Shop Maidenbower RH10 7HG 
2nd and 4th Fri 11:30  A time to chat over coffee and cake 

 

Church in the Pub Coaching Halt Maidenbower RH10 7ZJ 
Last Fri of month 20:00  A pint down the pub with friends 

  

 

Worth Parish Office, St Barnabas’ Church, Worth Road, Crawley, RH10 7DY 

0300 111 8150  office@worthparish.org.uk  worthparish.org  facebook.com/WorthParish 

http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
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CONTACT US 
If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, you can call the office on 0300 111 8150 

or email us on office@worthparish.org.uk.   

Send articles, photos, information and jokes for 

the magazine to magazine@worthparish.org.uk 

You can also find us here: 

   www.worthparish.org 

    facebook.com/WorthParish  

   twitter.com/worthparish 

 

HELLO … AND GOODBYE 
Welcome to this latest edition of the Worth 

Parish Magazine - the last I shall introduce as the 

Rector of Worth.  The last five years have flown 

by in what seems like a blink of an eye.  At times, 

it feels like only yesterday that I was writing, in my 

first piece for this magazine, of my gratitude for 

the many “small (and not so small) acts and words 

of kindness that signal a loving, Christian family” 

from which I drew strength “at those, thankfully 

rare, moments of doubt about whether the move 

to parish ministry and away from London really 

are part of God’s calling at this time”.   

Now Celia, David and I are beginning preparations 

for a move back to London and my doubts are 

almost the exact opposite!  What I no longer 

worry about is that being part of the life of this 

parish was, indeed, an outworking of God’s call on 

my life.  I have learned so much through the many 

mistakes and some successes of my ministry here 

and so deeply value the plethora of experiences 

we have shared that I leave a very different man 

from the one who arrived in September 2011.   

In a way that is no surprise: our relationship with 

Jesus Christ should result in transformed lives – 

our own and that of others.  At one level, things 

barely change – I wrote in that introductory piece 
for the magazine “So many of you have told me 

that we need to grow (both spiritually and 

numerically), and the ideas of what we can do 

(sometimes expressed as what I need to do, which 

I gently correct) are equally numerous.  But if we 

are to invite people to join us we need … to offer 

something that will draw them back because they 

experience the difference God’s love makes in our 

lives… [so] let us each consider how best we can 

prepare ourselves and our churches so that our 

common life offers that ‘deep’ and confident 

welcome to visitors, enquirers, fellow travellers 

and those wanting to join our church family.”  

Four and a half years later the Everybody Welcome 

course in which 40+ parishioners participated had 

us reflect on the same themes.  Yet things are 

different: we should all be hugely encouraged by 

the increasing number of people (especially young 

families) who are experiencing that welcome and 

choosing to make us (and Jesus!) part of their 

lives.  If you are one of those, please be assured 

that this is your church and that we are 

committed to honouring your contribution to our 

growth and development.   

Another difference should be apparent as you 

read through these pages and speak to members 

of the church family.  Five years ago we all knew, 

as we still do, that growth (by definition) brings 

change.  Then, a cautious anxiety was apparent, 

after a lengthy interregnum, about what changes I 

would want to introduce.  Now, there is still 

some uneasiness about what changes the future 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:magazine@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.twitter.com/worthparish
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will bring, yet a much greater confidence that 

Steve and I have enabled your ideas for developing 

the parish’s ministry to come to the fore and are 

empowering you to make them a reality.  There is, 

inevitably, a certain heaviness of heart for both of 

us that we won’t be directly involved in a future in 

which we have invested so much of our energy, 

prayer and what skills and spiritual gifts we have.  

Yet there is also a deep sense of joy derived from 

knowing that we have shared in releasing the 

potential with which you have been blessed and 

from anticipating the ways in which you will use it 

to transform the communities of Worth, Pound 

Hill, Maidenbower and Forge Wood (for which 

we have a profound love).  I look forward to 

hearing about your successes (and the failures, 

from which you should not be afraid to learn) in 

the coming years. 

Steve will have the opportunity to write in the 

next edition, with the benefit of clarity about the 

final year of his training curacy.  For my part, I 

would like to end this contribution to the 

magazine as I began my first one – by expressing 

my deep gratitude to all of you who have opened 

your hearts and homes to make us welcome in 

the parish for this season which (it may surprise 

you to know) represents the longest time I have 

spent in any one job in my life. 

Praying for God’s richest blessings on you and 

yours,   

Anthony Ball 

 
 
 
 
 

NEWS 
TRIP TO HEREFORD CATHEDRAL
Last year, members of the St Nicholas’ Choir 

were invited to join a choir, predominantly made 

up of singers from Worth Abbey, to sing at 

Gloucester Cathedral.  Richard Polley and Mark 

Harrison were able to take up the offer. 

This year, the choir - Quinquagesima - are going 

to Hereford Cathedral, and will be singing 

evensong on the 9th, 10th and 11th of August.   I 

know that Hereford is a popular "short break" 

destination with members of the parish, so if you 

were thinking of going, and those dates suited, you 

could hear a choir made up of predominantly 

Worth people (with a slight numerical bias to the 

Abbey rather than St Nicholas’), but with St 

Nicholas’ choristers and alumni including: 

 Richard Polley, current stalwart of the bass 
(and once in a while, alto) section(s) 

 Mark Harrison, often our only tenor (please 

Join the Choir!) 

 Eric Spencer, who was the Parish’ Director of 
Music in the late 60s and early 70s 

 Charles Thompson, who was Director of Music 

in the mid 70s 

 Robert Dereham, who was an (intermittent) 
treble in the 70s 

 Duncan Saunderson, who was a treble in the 

70s before going on to be a lay clerk at New 

College, Oxford 

 11 members of the Abbey Singers 

 Andrew Piper, former Rector of St Nicholas’, 

who will be cantor for all the services. 

We'd love to see some familiar faces, and 

Hereford isn't that far away so hope you can join 

us August 9th-11th August. 

Mark Harrison 

Prayer for Worth Parish 
O God of grace and new life, we pray for our parish 
that in times of challenge and change, your people may grow in holiness, 
and discern your calling to each and to all. 
Equip and enable us in witnessing to Christ, 
working for the common good, and transforming lives 
in the service of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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CONGRATULATIONS
Best wishes to those baptised at our churches 

since the last magazine was published.  They are 

Lucy June Marjorie Allen, Stanley Arthur Edward 

Parsons, Noah Daniel Taylor, Renex Nganga 

Karanja, Amelie Ava Earl, Abigail Violet Lynnette 

Hills, Reah Mae Harris, Mark John Harland-Smith, 

Annabell Grace Janice Brett, Milo Roy Kieran 

Sharp, Frederick Paul Tarran, Zachary Peter 

Shields, Sienna Teresa Chivers, Tom Andrew 

Anton Courtney, Sasha Ivy Ditzel, Annabella 

Lavern Spratt and Darcy-Louise Roberts. 

Also congratulations to those who were 

confirmed at Worth Abbey in May - Alice 

Burston, Lottie Edwards (pictured), Andrea 

Elcombe, Kate Sanders and John Seddon. 

And to those married here recently - Lawrence 
Derek David Fish and Melissa Louise Keiller on 

23/4/16, Richard John Spencer Hodgkinson and 

Clare Elizabeth Stears on 14/05/2016 and Callum 

Robert Savage and Ciara-Ann Simpson on 

28/05/2016. 

Also on the subject of weddings, Sue and Max 

Perry thank everyone for their good wishes on 

the marriage of their son Christian to Marianna 

Delpopolo (pictured) on 23 April 2016 at the 

Catholic church of St Thomas More, Dulwich. 

 

In other news, Jill Alderton, (pictured) who did a 

student placement in Worth Parish in Autumn 

2014, was ordained priest at Chichester Cathedral 

on Saturday 21st May.  Jill has enjoyed her year as 

a deacon in Crawley Down and looks forward to 

continuing and developing her ministry there as a 

priest for the rest of her curacy.  
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THANK YOU 

On Saturday 23rd April 2016 a Birthday 

Tea was held at St Barnabas' to celebrate 

The Queen's 90th.  This was a well-

attended event with delightful musical 

entertainment provided by Ann Phillipson 

and Alex Hiam.  Thanks to Sheila and her 

team for a fantastic spread which all 

enjoyed.  The tea raised just short of 

£290.

FLORAL FORTUNES 
Sue and Julian Walshe recently travelled 

to London to view their son-in-law 

Larry’s installations as part of Chelsea in 

Bloom 2016.  Sue tells us that Larry did 

The White Company window in the 

shape of an elephant and the 11 Cadogan 

Gardens Hotel proudly sported his floral 

parrot.  Larry also made the 2 Chelsea 

Flower show dresses, photos of which 

were in many newspapers, and which is 

pictured here. 
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ABOUT WESTMINSTER ABBEY AND CANON 
ANTHONY’S NEW ROLE
On Saturday 10th September, Canon Anthony will 

be installed as one of the four Canons of 

Westminster in a service of Evensong at 3pm.    

The ceremony, which is laid down in the Statutes 

of Westminster Abbey, involves the reading of 

Her Majesty the Queen’s Grant and Mandamus 

and the Canon-designate making an extensive 

declaration in Latin (but not, most will be pleased 

to learn, singing it!).  Any member of the public 

may attend the service, although if you are 

planning to come it would be helpful if you could 

let the Parish Office know to assist the Abbey staff 

in making seating arrangements.  The Dean and 

Chapter will be hosting a reception after the 

service in the Cloisters.  If you are able to stay for 

that and would like an invitation please make sure 

you also tell Sue when contacting the Parish 

Office.  

Most readers will know that Westminster Abbey 

is a major centre for Christian worship, a leading 

venue for tourism and a treasured part of Britain’s 

heritage.  The Abbey has occupied a central place 

in the celebration of great events for the nation 

and remains one of the most beautiful 

architectural masterpieces in Britain.  

A living Church, Westminster Abbey is the House 

of Kings, where the coronation of Kings and 

Queens has taken place since 1066, and where 

many of the Kings and Queens of England and of 

the United Kingdom are buried.  Principal among 

them is St Edward the Confessor, King of England 

from 1042 to 1066, whose shrine is at the heart of 

the Abbey Church.  Beside and around them are 

buried or commemorated many of the great men 

and women from almost every century of British 

history: statesmen and politicians, lawyers, 

warriors, clerics, writers, artists, musicians.  

Westminster Abbey is a Royal Peculiar, and the 

Dean and Chapter (the four Canons) of 

Westminster are directly responsible to the 

Sovereign and form the ‘governing body’ of the 

Abbey. 

The Abbey attracts well over one million paying 

visitors each year, from all around the world.  A 

large number of people also attend services which 

take place seven days a week.  Daily services are 

only part of the Abbey’s work, for there are also 

many special services and events throughout the 

year.   

The Canon Steward, which is the role Anthony 

will have, has particular oversight of: the pastoral 

care of the 300 members of the Abbey staff and 

their families, the 500 volunteers and the residents 

within the Abbey precincts; the management of 

the Chaplain; recruitment and management of 

(currently) 60 weekly duty Chaplains; all 

hospitality at the Abbey (including that offered to 

all visitors); the Education Centre, welcoming and 

guiding schools and other groups of children; and 

the Abbey gardens.  The Canon Steward is also 

the Chapter Safeguarding Officer.  Following 

recent reviews of historic records and of 

safeguarding policy, the Abbey safeguarding policy 

is currently being revised and updated. 

Using our VENUEs 
Ask about using our spaces for your clubs, meetings, parties, events, 

concerts, rehearsals and more. 
 St Nicholas’ Church has fantastic acoustics and seats 160  
 St Barnabas’ Church Hall can seat 105 people 
 St Barnabas’ Pastoral Centre and Café seats for up to 40 

people. 
 St Barnabas’ Downstairs Meeting Room seats up to 15  

 

Rates are shown on www.worthparish.org/venuehire or email 
info@worthparish.org.uk to discuss your individual requirements. 

http://www.worthparish.org/venuehire
mailto:info@worthparish.org.uk
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NEW HOMES 
Frances Reed (St Nicholas’) is now enjoying life in 

Sidcup, Kent and Isabel Brown (St Barnabas’) 

sends word that she is happy in her new home 

(pictured) and is making new friends. She sends 

her love to you all. 

 
 
 
 
  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
THANKSGIVING 
The day had to come, but it does not make it any 

easier for us or Mrs Joan Tick and her team of 

Sunday School teachers, but after nearly 34 years 

of being involved and leading the Sunday School 

ministry at St Nicholas’, Joan and her team are 

standing back.  When a door closes, another 

opens, and life is all about different seasons of our 

lives.  However, what is important when a door 

closes and a season ends, is that we mark it and 

celebrate.  We will celebrate Joan’s team’s 

incredible legacy with a special service of 

Thanksgiving at St Nicholas’ Church, Sunday 10th 

July at 9.45am.  Please come and join us to 

celebrate Joan and her team’s dedicated ministry 

– all welcome, especially those past and present 

Sunday School members. 

Steve Burston 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
ONLINE 
For a free round up of the week’s news in the 

Church of England , subscribe to their 

SoundCloud account. Visit bit.ly/CofEPodcast 

Alternatively, keep up to date with news, 

comments and reflections by going to The Church 

of England Communications blog - 

cofecomms.tumblr.com 

Finally, why not download an app called Time to 

Pray to help with daily prayer – it’s flexible, fits 

into your day and has a praise element, a Bible 

reading and an intercession. Even if you use it 

alone, it’s nice to know you will be doing so 

alongside many others across the country.  Find 

out more at bit.ly/TimeToPray or download it on 

iOS or Android. 

 

 

FAMILY HISTORY HELP 
The Parish office has had a lovely letter from a 

man who had been researching his family tree.  

Mark Chappell had responded to his request for 

help by photographing the appropriate grave at St 

Nicholas’ (a great uncle and aunt) and transcribing 

the inscription on it, which we sent him by email.  

The letter of thanks included a £15 donation to 

the parish for our help.  A job well done! 
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I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU 

I have been reflecting on this verse from Jeremiah 

a lot recently and find it reassuring and 

disconcerting in equal measure.  I am a planner 

you see.  I like to organise things, I like to know 

what to expect and I like to have some control 

over how events unfold in my life.  But more and 

more, I experience that some things in life cannot 

be planned the way I want and events don't always 

progress in the smooth seamless way I would like.  

There seems to be little benefit in getting stressed 

out about it either, I have had to learn to just take 

a deep breath and hold up my hands “Ok God, 

you know best”. 

Just before Christmas, my husband Will, was 

offered a 2-3 year secondment in Zambia.  He 

works for Prudential and they were in the process 

of acquiring a company in Lusaka which Will 

would integrate into the wider Prudential group.  

The prospect of moving to Zambia with three 

small children and a puppy was incredibly daunting.  

I didn't want to go.  I was feeling rather settled 

and had planned my year ahead in West Sussex. 

However, in January, Will and I flew out to Lusaka 

for a whirlwind tour, to see if this was feasible for 
our family.  We visited 5 schools and viewed 15 

residences in 3 days.  I suppose I was expecting to 

have a really clear yes or no feeling, but instead I 

just felt numb and by the end of our trip, I could 

see no legitimate reason to say no, particularly as 

Will saw it as a brilliant career opportunity.  Who 

was I to put a stop to it? The schools we saw 

exceeded my expectations and I couldn't help but 

feel the children might really benefit from the 

experience.  I felt out of my comfort zone, but 

equally, could not deny a deep sense of peace - For 

I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord. 

Over the next few weeks, things moved quickly; 

we managed to secure a house in Lusaka and 

places for the children at a good school.  I was 

able to distract myself with planning and 

organising.  By the end of March, we were packed 

up and mostly ready to go, we had tenants ready 

to move into our home and had said our 

somewhat rushed and tearful goodbyes to friends 
and family.  We were due to fly out on the 6th 

April, with our dog Poppy following on the 11th.  

However, these plans were thwarted, Will’s work 

permit had been rejected, our flights were 

deferred, all our belongings went to storage and 

we became effectively homeless, while Poppy 

enjoyed a little holiday with the Burstons! 

Thankfully, we were able to stay with family while 

we waited for the permit to be reconsidered, 
which we were told would not take too long, and 
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we were rescheduled to fly out the following 

week.  Another week went by, the work permit 

did not come through and our flights were 

rescheduled again.  We decided to collect Poppy 

from Steve and Liz and bring her to Wales - the 

children were thrilled to have her back.  They 

were now aware that they were missing school 

and as lovely as it was to be “holidaying” in South 

Wales, they were missing their friends and I think 

the routine of school.  It was an incredibly 

frustrating time - especially for someone who likes 

to plan and be in control! 

Eventually, the work permit was approved, and we 

were booked to fly out to Zambia on 20th April.  

But then we then encountered yet another hitch, 

this time to do with the company.  Flights were 
cancelled and we were grounded yet again.   

We were now very much in limbo, we had no 

idea how long it would take to sort the problem 

out.  Will was travelling up to London on Monday 

mornings and returning to us in Wales on Friday 

evenings.  All the while, I was fighting with the 

view that if things weren't going to go to plan (my 

plan) then perhaps this wasn't worth doing.  I was 

feeling so angry and frustrated that we had put 

everything on the line for this move and we were 

being messed around, not knowing from one week 

to the next what to expect! 

As I think about it now though, those weeks in 

limbo also gave us the opportunity to enjoy some 

precious family time.  We saw a great deal of our 

parents, my sister and her baby girl, my brother 

and his family, and my grandparents.  Time 

together that we had not imagined having.  It 

meant that our goodbyes were not so rushed and 

we got to celebrate my niece’s 1st birthday and 

my nephew’s 9th.  It was, in fact, a huge blessing, 

as we were looked after and showered with 

emotional and practical support. 

We were finally given the go ahead to fly out to 

Zambia on the 28th April but by now Poppy's 

import permit had expired so she would have to 

stay while we re-applied from Lusaka. 

As I write, we have been here for over a week, 

but somehow it feels longer.  It has been a hard 

week, probably one of the most challenging times 
of my life.  Arriving in a very different country, 

with three small (and demanding) children, 

adjusting to a new house, devoid of all familiar 

belongings, everyone tired and not sleeping well 

due to the unfamiliar beds and night-time sounds.   

We’ve been very busy working out the 

transportation logistics of getting to work and 

school, where to buy groceries, arranging the new 

pet import permit, organising Zambian phone 

numbers, and Will starting his new job.  On top of 

that, the power situation has taken a bit of getting 

used as load shedding occurs at different times 

each day without warning and leaves us without 

electricity for 6-8 hours! 

The children started school last Wednesday.  It’s 

been a bit of a shaky start, with fretting and tears 

but they have been so brave, and we are very 

proud of them as there has been such a lot for 

them to adjust to.   

We are up between 5:30 and 6am, out the door 

by 6:30am to make the 40 minute journey to 

school (some of the journey bumping along red 

dusty tracks, passing through villages where 

children play in the road, locals carry heavy 

bundles on their heads, vendors selling sugar cane, 

live chickens and charcoal).  The children are in 

school for 7:15am.  I pick Oscar up at lunchtime 

each day but James and Cara stay on for afternoon 

activities, ranging from sports to craft or dance.  

We have swiftly come to believe that spending 5 

hours each day driving to and from the school is 

not sustainable and have opted to use the school 

bus in the afternoons from now on!  By the time, 

the children get home they've been away from 

home for nearly 11 hours which is a tiring day. 

Despite the challenges, we have had a great many 

prayers answered too.  We have been blessed 

with some lovely neighbours, a Dutch couple 

Marleen and Thomas, their 5 year old daughter 

and young dog.  Within a couple of days of our 

arrival, we were invited over for a meal, the 

following Friday, Marleen and I went for a walk 

and coffee and their little girl came over to play 

with the children in the afternoon.   

Another answer to prayer came in the form of a 

couple (Carole and David) whom the school told 

us about as they live nearby and use the school 

bus.  One evening, Carole decided to make an 

impromptu visit and we discovered that they are 

Christians and attend a lively church here where 

she has invited us to go.   

I have also just heard that Poppy’s new permit has 

arrived and she will finally be joining us.  So at 

least our family will be complete, if not particularly 

well organised! 
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I don't know what the future holds, I’m really not 

sure about why He brought us here and what His 

purpose is, but I am pretty sure God has a plan, 

and probably a much more interesting one than I 

could conjure up.  I just have to learn to be 

patient and trust in Him.   

‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the 

Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 

to give you hope and a future.’   

Jeremiah 29:11. 

Sian Moulder

 
 
 
 
 
KNIT AND NATTER 
This year we have been focusing on 

supporting our 

chosen 

charities.  From 

the sale of our 

knitted Easter 

rabbits and 

chicks together 

with a raffle, we 

were able to 
donate £130 to 

Chestnut Tree 

House children’s 

hospice. 

Our next project 

was to make a 

selection of Royal 

themed crafts to 

commemorate the 

Queen’s 90th 

Birthday 

celebrations for a 

table top sale 

outside of Revive charity shop in Crawley Town 

Centre on Saturday 4th June.  All the proceeds 

from this sale will go to The Olive Tree Cancer 

Support based at Crawley hospital. 

If you can knit, sew, crochet, do cross-stitch or 

any other craft and would like to meet new  

 

friends, come along and join our ‘happy band’, 

learn new skills and enjoy a cuppa with biscuits.  

Beginners are also very welcome.  We meet every 

Thursday in St Barnabas Pastoral Centre from 2 

pm - 4 pm.  Donation £1. 

Val Rudd

 

Plan ahead 
- it wasn't 

raining 
when 

Noah built 
the ark! 
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OUR VISION DAY  

EMBRACING THE PARISH PLAN 

People had told me that the Parish Away Day 
which had led to our previous Parish Plan had only 

mustered 10 people, so I was a bit apprehensive 

when, last September, I suggested to Anthony that 

a Vision Day would be a good idea.  I had seen 

them progress the Mission of God in other 

churches I had been involved with and I wanted 

something tangible that would build on the Alpha 

and Network Courses we have recently run.  

Anthony agreed and proposed that we hold it in 

the Copthorne Hub (as this might inspire us – 

itself a product from a Copthorne Parish Vision 

Day) and that Simon Newham might lead it.  Both 

would prove inspired choices. 

Simon gave Anthony and me clear instructions for 

the day - we were to be seen and not heard –very 

hard for clergy!  If the Vision Day was to inspire 

people, it had to come and be 

driven by them.  Too often 

churches have become clergy-

centric and the laity have felt 

disempowered and 

discouraged.  Any detailed look 

at the first churches described 

in Acts shows that this was not 

the Church that Christ 

founded.  The Church has 

become an institution and 

although I agree that we need 

some structure, the Church 

that Christ founded was a 
movement fuelled and directed 

by the Holy Spirit not by or for 

a selected few, but by a priesthood of all believers, 
everyone involved and going somewhere. 

So as you all chatted, discussed, ate and dreamed, 

nine priorities emerged under three headings; 

Growth in Christ, Re-Imagining Ministry and 

Seeking the Common Good.   

With the reams of paper that the day produced 

and your words in our heads, Anthony and I 

retreated to Bishop’s Lodge for three days.  

Surrounded by your ideas and immersed in prayer 

and scripture, the draft plan emerged which has 

been presented to the Special Church Meeting and 

PCC.   

When we wrote the plan, we knew that Anthony 

would be moving on in September.  Although I 

was expecting to do a placement next year, we 
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did not know that I too would have such a short 

time to help start the Plan’s implementation.    

The need for this plan is more crucial than ever - 

it seeks to empower people in the areas of prayer, 

spiritual gifts and family and children’s ministry.  It 

also addresses the revamping of our buildings, our 

welcome and our communication.  The plan, if 

embraced, will help the parish grow in any 

interregnum and also help in demonstrating to any 

clergy considering a move that Worth is quite 

literally “worth coming to”.   

So thank you for taking part.  I am sure, after the 

news of the clergy’s departure, that many of you 

feel “What is the point?”  But take heart from the 

early Church, whose churches were planted by St 

Paul, who then left them and moved on.  These 

churches carried on. Yes, they sometimes got 

things wrong, but they continued to bring people 

to Christ and were not institutions, but inspiring 

movements of people going somewhere. 

Steve Burston 

 

THE PARISH PLAN - GROWING THROUGH 2016 AND 2017 
A different subtitle for the Plan might be 

“Growing through an interregnum”.  Steve has 

written about the Vision Day and the subsequent 

process that led to the Plan which has now been 

endorsed by the Special Parochial Church Meeting 

and the PCC.  The Plan flows from our Vision - to 

be a Christian community growing in faith, hope 

and love -  and Mission - providing opportunities 

to worship and learn that are accessible to all 

(faith), working to increase our numbers and 

giving of time, talent and treasure (hope) and 

serving the common good locally, nationally and 

internationally (love).  Each of the three elements 

of our Mission statement corresponds to a strand 

of the Diocesan Vision for Growth that was 

published last year.  That is a useful connection as 

it shows both the Diocesan authorities and any 

prospective parish clergy that we see our mission 

and growth as an integral part of a wider 

movement in the Diocese and the Church of 

England. 

The PCC has set up a committee, chaired by one 

of the churchwardens, to oversee and support 
implementation in each of these three areas of 

focus in the Plan.  So, we have David Parker 

chairing the committee looking after our Growth 

in Christ (FAITH) which has three goals: 

1.  To expand our engagement with families and 

children.  

2.  To identify, nurture and deploy our spiritual 

gifts.   

3.  To establish prayer as foundational to our life.  

Colin Smith is chairing the committee responsible 

for Re-imagining Ministry (HOPE) with the three 

goals: 

4.  To be a church that meets the needs of the 

local communities. 

5.  To be a church that invites and welcomes all. 

6.  To be a church that communicates well. 

The committee focusing on Seeking the Common 

Good (LOVE) is chaired by Phyl Pennell and will 

oversee plans: 

7.  To enhance our buildings to serve community 

needs.  

8.  To offer pastoral care to all in our 

communities.  

9.  To make Christ’s love known in all the 

neighbourhoods of our parish. 

Those committees are meeting as this magazine 

goes to press and will report back to the PCC in 

June with detailed objectives for the next 18 

months.  They will be subjecting the objectives 

published in the draft Plan to a reality check in the 

light of Steve’s and my departure and also taking 

account of the input of the various groups that 

were formed as a result of the Vision Day.  The 

churchwardens (including Sheila Dring, who has 

taken on the role of PCC Treasurer as well) will 

coordinate with the various groups and the clergy 

supporting the parish during the interregnum in 
taking decisions about how best to deliver on the 

Plan’s objectives. 

If you would like to take part in developing or 

implementing ideas that take forward any aspect 

of the Parish Plan then do contact David, Colin, 

Phyl or Sheila who can connect you with 

whichever group is working on your area of 

interest.  This is a bold and exciting plan which 

provides scope for everyone who cares about the 

future of our parish to be involved in shaping that 

future and sharing in our common responsibility as 

Christians to proclaim the gospel afresh in every 

generation.                                              

Anthony Ball  
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THOUGHTS FOR SUMMER
There will be many thoughts going through my 

head this summer, some happy memories, some 

not so, some hopes and dreams for the future, 

some doubts but on a lazy summer day, as I relax 

in the warmth of the day (chance would be a fine 

thing !) I will be thinking, “God is in His heaven - 

all’s right with the world.”   

If only it was, ‘All right with the world’, wouldn’t 

that be a wonderful thing?  

We all have many blessings in our lives, if only we 

put the sad and sorrowful moments to one side 

for a little while and concentrate on the happy 

times. Even if they were fleeting, they were there.  

Stop and think, has something made you smile 

today? This week? This month? This year? 

There must have been something, even looking at 
the flowers, hearing the birds, or seeing someone 

smile at you which has carried you through those 

‘winter’ moments to the brighter days of 

‘summer’, in your life.   

Lord, you said once I decided to follow you, 

You'd walk with me all the way. 

But I noticed that during the saddest and most 

troublesome times of my life, 

there was only one set of footprints. 

I don't understand why, when I needed You the most, 

You would leave me. 

He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will 

never leave you 

Never, ever, during your trials and testings. 

When you saw only one set of footprints, 

It was then that I carried you." 

‘Footprints in the Sand’  by Mary Stevenson 

There is always something warm and comforting 

to smile about if only we give ourselves time to 

stop and think and perchance, pray to the Lord 

and even ‘stop and smell the roses’, that He has 

provided for us.   

Now, on these ‘lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer’ 

think about the good times, what have we been 

blessed with, what we would want the world to 

be, peaceful, happy and smiling, wouldn’t that 

mean that “All’s right with the world”? 

It may not happen overnight but if we all pray 

hard, perhaps even for a long time, I am sure that 

God will see that we all want everyone to be able 

to relax, be happy and share this wonderful world 

that he created for us ALL.       

We want an end to hate, war, destruction, 

genocide, abuse, starvation, homelessness, lack of 

medical aid, the list goes on but this is not meant 

to depress you but to give you something to think 

about this summer and to be grateful that we can 

do something, however small, to try to put these 

problems right.   

So as you enjoy the warmth 

of the sun, a blue white 

fluffy clouded sky, flowers 

moving gently in the breeze 

with butterflies and bees 

flitting from one to another, 

gently humming and birds 

singing in the tree tops, 

pray to God in His heaven, 

that all may be right with 

the world and that others 

may share our many 

blessings.    

Go on, smile!  There, isn’t 

that better? 

 Joan Tick 
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO CHICHESTER
It wasn’t quite an epic Pilgrimage such as 

Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, but over 20 of us left 

Worth Parish on Thursday 26th May headed for 

Chichester Cathedral.  The sun was shining and all 

seemed well.  It was all going fine until we hit 

Chichester where the road to the Bishop’s Palace 

was closed off – we then saw Chichester again and 

again and again as we circled the 

ring road – looking for a way in.  

It was only Steve’s police 

background that led us to ignore 

all road signs and find a way in. 

After much prayer and a few 

phone calls, we got a well-earned 

cuppa when we eventually got 

there. We were able to gather 
for lunch, tea and coffee in the 

Sherborne Room, which is a 

wonderful room in the Bishop’s 

Palace decorated in the times of 

Henry VIII.  After our eventful 

journey, the prayer we said 

together of ‘keeping our eyes on 

Jesus, no matter what we 

encounter’ seemed particular apt! 

It was a fabulous day and I believe 

all enjoyed it immensely.  Our prayers were 

answered for sunshine and warmth and, of course, 

great company.  The drive down and back was 

very pleasant and in my car, there were lots of 

anecdotes and laughter.  

After lunch we wandered around the private 

gardens, some sought solitude and others chatted 

in the idyllic sunshine and manicured gardens.  The 

gardens are stunning and we had plenty of time to 

visit.  At 3.30pm we gathered by the Door of 

Mercy, which was opened earlier this year by 

Bishop Martin to mark 2016 as the Year of Mercy.  

At the door, we prayed and were led through it 

into the Cathedral, where we made our way to a 

chapel to conclude our prayers.  The Pilgrimage to 

the Door of Mercy was quite moving and left a 

feeling of peace over us all, which stayed with us 

for our small service in the chapel. 

We were then taken on a guided tour by a 

Cathedral guide, Chris, who blessed us with his 

friendliness, knowledge and love of his job.  It was 

lovely to be given a tour of the Cathedral and a 

little background to the palace which was such a 

lovely calm and inviting place.  We also found out 

the Cathedral is dedicated to the Holy Trinity. 

After the tour we returned to the Bishop’s Chapel 

where we said goodbye to some of our fellow 
pilgrims who returned home.  Eight of us stayed 

and took part in the Corpus Christi Sung 

Eucharist and enjoyed the Cathedral Choir.   
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Deciding to make a complete day of it, we had 

dinner on the way home at The White Swan at 

Arundel - a splendid choice and a really 

comfortable evening, after which all were ready 

for bed! 

In fact the highlight of the day was perhaps seeing 

conversations and new friendships form over 

lunch, coffee and dinner. 

Liz Gallagher and Steve Burston

PARISHONER PROFILE - ROSE WELLS
Rose is a West Country girl, born and bred in 

Bristol.  Her father was a teacher and her mother 

had put her love of languages to good use in a job 

as secretary for Harvey’s (the sherry company).  

When Rose – a honeymoon baby - came along, 

her Mum stopped work and Rose’s sister soon 

completed the family.  Rose’s Dad developed a 

neurological disease and when his speech was 

affected by ill-advised surgery, his career ended.  

However, this marked the start of a new career as 

a teacher for Rose’s mother, a job which she 

would stay in for the next 25 years.   

Rose’s childhood church was a Norman one 

which she attended with her parents and sister.  

One day she was being very good during a long 

sermon and when her mother glanced down to 

see why she was so quiet, she found that Rose had 
untwisted a rope holding up a chandelier and, if 

she had twisted it once more, it would have fallen 

on their heads! 

Rose’s paternal grandfather was a man very 

important to her.  He lived in Devon and was full 

of old sailor’s stories and always interested in his 

grandchildren and what they wanted to be.  Rose 

told him she wanted to be a nurse and it was he 

who suggested being a doctor instead.  Since that 

moment, she never thought of being anything else.  

She enjoyed her schooldays immensely and 

remembers singing in the school choir and operas 

as being special experiences.  However, she 

cheerfully admits to using her asthma to hide 

being poorly-uncoordinated and unsporty; she was 
always picked last in PE as everyone knew of her 

lack of sporting talent.  However, one day, having 

applied for Medical School and learning there was 

a letter at home waiting for her, she asked to be 

excused PE, and ran home and back to school 

without wheezing once, arrived at the gym to 

resounding cheers from all her friends – she’d got 

into Medical School, the first girl at her school to 

do so. 

Her acceptance was based on getting three 

Science A levels and all through school, her 

aptitude had been the Humanities.  She managed 

through memorising to get Biology and Chemistry, 

but she struggled with Physics.  Somehow, after 

the Deputy Head had spoken to the Royal Free, 

the Physics grade she got was enough and they 

took her.  However, she still has a stress dream 

that she has to retake Physics A Level before 

anything else in her life actually counts! 

In his address to the 100 strong new student 

intake, the Dean said that some of them might end 
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up married to one another, and since Alastair was 

also there, this turned out to be the case, with 

them starting a relationship in their second year of 

training.  Alastair, from a long line of medics, 

played golf for London University and Rose was an 

enthusiastic supporter of the team, several of 

whom remain close friends.  She remembers this 

as an incredible time - she loved living in London, 

transport was cheap and they saw many shows 

and concerts. 

After A Levels, Med School didn’t seem as difficult 

although she felt slightly like a fraud being there.  

This fear was unfounded as she qualified in 1983, 

having made her parents and Grandfather very 

proud and won the Dean’s Medal for her skill in 

Clinical Medicine. 

Alastair knew he wanted to be a GP but Rose 

didn’t feel that calling, or that she had the 

necessary kindness or wisdom.  She wryly tells me 

she quite liked her patients “very poorly” and 

stayed in hospital medicine, moving to where 

Alastair’s GP training took him – Carshalton.  

They married in May 1985, back in Bristol, with 

her “in a Princess Diana dress and Alastair looking 

about 14 years old”. 

The opportunity to specialise came along when 

she worked at the Royal Marsden.  It was an 

extraordinary time because the Chernobyl 

disaster had just happened and all consultants 

were on standby for an international bone-

marrow transplant programme!  On the day she 

started a job working with small-cell lung cancer 

patients, she found out she was pregnant with 

barely controlled morning sickness and a lot of 

sympathy for her patients on chemo!  Steffi was 

born and Rose adored motherhood and would 

have not have pursued such a focused career if it 

hadn’t been for Alastair’s encouragement.  Her 

boss, Dr Smith, also took her under his wing and 

thought she would excel at palliative care, a 

growing speciality. To facilitate her return to 

work, Rose and Alastair found a nanny whose 

influence led to the children (Ellie arrived 3 years 

after Steffi in 1990) getting Geordie and 

Glaswegian accents!  

She was a Senior Registrar at the Royal Marsden 
for 4 years then went for a consultant job which 

she failed to get.  Luckily, this wasn’t the position 

for her and she saw a post advertised in Brighton 

based in the community.  She is definitely a people 

person and despite not having any experience, she 

got this job, loved it and still has it – she is a 

consultant in Palliative Care, and was the first one 

in Brighton – looking after people in their homes 

and in the Martlets Hospice which she helped to 

design and commission in 1997.  She works with 

patients with Parkinson’s, Motor Neurone disease, 

heart failure, liver disease, cancer and more.  

Some of her work has been in a hospice for AIDS 

patients and one of the most exciting periods of 

her career came when she personally witnessed 

the arrival of anti-retroviral drugs and the 

miraculous restoration to health that these 

brought to patients whose immune systems were 

failing and who had had no hope left.  She 

fervently hopes to see this happen with other 

diseases. 

Because of the audience for this article, I asked 
about Rose’s faith.  In response, she says that she 

cannot do what she does without it but notes that 

her colleagues manage! It is helpful to her, 

especially with hospice work, to know that death 

is not the end.  Due to her familiarity with 

suffering and agony, she struggles with Good 

Friday, feeling that it is the one time that there is 

nothing she can do – until the happy ending on 

Easter Day. 

Rose and Alastair moved into their home on a 

Friday one July in 1994, Worth being equidistant 

between their two jobs. On the Sunday, they 

opened the bedroom window and heard the bells 

of St Nicholas’.  They hadn’t seen the church so 

walked towards the sound.  Rose was delighted it 

was another old church and happy to hear the 

singing of the choir and the exquisite voice of 

Andrew Piper, the then Rector, so kept attending.   

For a while, she enjoyed being an unknown, 

without responsibility.  Then Alastair, aware of his 

wife’s wonderful way with a bedtime story, 

suggested she could read a lesson.  Rose was given 

an Old Testament one, after which several people 

said how well she read, so that encouraged her.  

She likes the choral tradition of St Nicholas’ and 

loves the poetry of the great Wesleyan hymns; 

with other favourites being Abide with Me and 

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind.  Harking back 

to the enjoyment she had singing at school, she 

participates in Festival Choir events, and 
contributes in many other ways to the life of our 

Parish, particularly with her sensitive 

intercessions.  We are so happy and lucky to have 

Rose as part of our congregation. 

Elizabeth Whyman 



19 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
OUT AND ABOUT AT CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 

Saturday April 2nd was the day that our new 

Diocesan President, Kathryn Anderson was 

Commissioned, along with the Trustees for this 

triennial, in Chichester Cathedral.  Four members 

of Crawley District were privileged to be singing 

in the Choir with members from other Branches 

in the Diocese, three from our Worth and Pound 

Hill Branch, (Pam Newley, Joan Tick and Sue 

Wood) and Elsie Sanmogan from Gossops Green 

together with the pianist for and of the day, Simon 

Morris, our Branch Treasurer, so our Branch was 

well and truly represented. 

The weather was excellent and the drive to 

Chichester was a treat for all, we were lucky 

enough to park at County Hall so only had a short 

walk to the Cathedral; the Cloisters Café was 

soon resounding to Mothers’ Union members’ 
chatter and the staff were quickly overwhelmed, 

as you can imagine.   

Mary Fry, our Branch Leader, and husband David 

were also there with our banner and David had 

obviously been seconded to be Banner Bearer, as 

we saw him parading it along the south aisle just 

before the service started.  Thank you David! 

 

The service was led by Bishop Nicholas Reade and 

began with the all the Branch banners being 

processed through the cathedral during the first 

hymn, Dear Lord our God we come to Thee. 

The choir led the hymn singing and during the 

Eucharist we sang – Be still for the presence of the 

Lord, O let the Son of God enfold you, Souallé (an 
African lullaby that we were unable to include 

three years ago, due to lack of time) and Living 

Lord.  The closing hymn Tell out my soul was sung 

with passion and gusto - a rousing end to what 

was truly an uplifting service. 

The choir must have done fairly well as we have 

all be asked to sing some of the hymns again at the 

Diocesan AGM and Council Meeting at Haywards 

Heath.  Choir of the Year here we come! 

The journey home was as good as the one going 

to Chichester, I guess other drivers had been 

warned that a lot of Mothers’ Union people would 

be travelling that day and to keep off the road! 

See what fun you are missing by not being a 

Member, why not come along to one or more of 

our Meetings on the fourth Thursday of the 

month and see what we are all about?  Details of 

our meetings and events are advertised in the 

weekly pewsheets. 

Joan Tick  
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YOUR PCC 
Following the elections held at the Annual Meeting your new Parochial Church Council (PCC) comprises: 

 Canon Anthony Ball (Rector and Chair – ex officio) 

 Revd Steve Burston (Curate - ex officio) 

 Sheila Dring (Deputy Warden St Barnabas’,  

PCC Treasurer and Safeguarding Officer) 

 David Fry (St Barnabas’) 

 Don Hewerdine (Deanery Synod Representative) 

 Alex Keulemans (St Nicholas’) 

 Linda Eells (St Nicholas’) 

 Ann Lane (St Nicholas’) 

 Helen McLaren (St Barnabas’) 

 David Parker (Churchwarden St Nicholas’)  

 Phyl Pennell (Churchwarden St Barnabas’ Vice Chair of PCC)   

 Greta Sawyer (Deanery Synod Representative) 

 Vera Sheehan (St Barnabas’) 

 Colin Smith (Deputy Warden St Nicholas’) 

 Jane Stanford (Electoral Roll Officer St Barnabas’) 

 Viv Tillyer (St Barnabas’) 

 Sue Walshe (Deanery Synod Representative) 

 Non-voting:  Glennis Parker (PCC Secretary) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the Parish Administrators if you would like to put in contact with any of those above whose 

details are not shown on page 30. 
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PARISHONER 
PROFILE - 
JOHN AND SHIRLEY 
HILLSLEY
Shirley proudly calls herself a Bristol Channel 

Welsh Person having been born in Penarth in 

South Wales.  She was an only child and attended 

the local Methodist Church.  John on the other 

hand, was a Londoner, though like Shirley, he was 

also an only child too…not surprisingly really, his 

mum having been one of SIXTEEN!  During his 

childhood, John and his parents would travel on 

holiday to Somerset where his mum had been 

brought up on a farm.  He loved being with his 

aunts and uncles and helping out, he can milk a 

cow to this day!  During the war, John was 

evacuated to Bodmin Moor where he 

became very close to Aunt Bessie and 

Uncle Frank who cared for him and they 

kept in touch for many years.  At just 16 

years old, Shirley qualified for the civil 
service and on her own, made the very 

brave journey to London where she had 

been offered a job as a clerical officer - her 

friend, whose idea it was to go together, 

had to stay behind.  Shirley worked at the 

Carlton Hotel where the Ministry of Food 

was based and where she bumped into 

John. 

John, who had been in the RAF working in 

the control tower, had come to live in 

Maida Vale and worked nearby.  They 

lunched together in Green Park and went 

to the Proms and so much more, before 

getting married in 1954.  They were 

married in Shirley’s home town in the 

Methodist Church by a Reverend Heaven 

which is surely a case of being inspired by 

one’s name! 

While still living in London, now working 

for the tax office, they were keen to move 

and saw that plots of land were being 

offered for sale in Three Bridges.  So off 

they went to have a look at a plot in 

Marvelle Close, which they bought for the 

grand total of £2175!  They continued 
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to commute to London until seven years later 

their first daughter Ann came along followed by 

their second daughter Jane, three years later.  It 

was while Shirley was cycling (no surprise there!) 

along Three Bridges Road with Jane on the back, 

that she noticed a house that was empty opposite 

the cricket green.  A short while later, that 

became their second family home where they 

have lived ever since.  The move meant Jane 

attended Three Bridges Primary School while Ann 

was still at Pound Hill Primary School and then 

they both went to Holy Trinity.  Living nearby, 

they attended St Barnabas’ Church but they also 

enjoyed going to St Nicholas’ where they loved 

the choral music.  John was confirmed in the 

parish and then their daughters were baptised.  
Shirley used to help with Explorers at St Barnabas 

on a Thursday night.   

It was while both the girls were at school that 

Shirley saw that the Three Bridges outpost was 

offering teacher training.  She signed up and 

became a fully qualified teacher, working at 

Southgate Primary School full time for the next 20 

years, cycling to and fro before retiring, though 

not retiring from the cycling of course!  John beat 

Shirley to it though, with early retirement from his 

job as an auditor for an insurance company.  He 

had been travelling a lot with it and now with 

extra time on his hands, John became the 

covenant secretary and Churchwarden.  He still 

remembers the call in 1986 from Revd Peter 

Kefford saying “Are you sitting down?”  He was 

phoning to tell him about the fire at St Nicholas’.  

During the Keffords’ time in the parish, Crys 

Kefford asked Shirley if she would like to become 

a Sunday School teacher which she accepted and 

did until just a few years ago.   

After their retirement John became a member of 

PROBUS (Professional Businessmen) and they 

both love to go on holiday, particularly to Porto 

Pollensa in Portugal, where they have made 

lifelong friends.  It was in Porto Pollensa, in St 

Andrew’s Church on the Sunday of Christ the 

King that Shirley, who is known to periodically 

‘burst into verse’, wrote a poem called Celebration.  

Fowey in Cornwall is also one of their favourite 
places to visit.  They also share a love of music, 

particularly anything choral, especially at St 

Nicholas’!  They enjoy doing crosswords and 

Shirley is a keen swimmer, seamstress and cyclist.  

All that still leaves them time for their many 

offspring, 2 children, 6 grandchildren and 5 great 

grandchildren, the 5th one arriving into the world 

as I type!  

Shirley has a strong faith, believing in the hidden 

power of the Holy Spirit who covers everything, 

moving vibrantly all the time.  Words written 

down on paper don’t do her description justice! 

She felt that it was the Holy Spirit who inspired 

her to write her Celebration poem.   

They love St Barnabas’ - it’s near enough to cycle 

to and they feel really at home there, where there 

is such a great opportunity to chat with people in 

the Pastoral Centre.  They love St Nicholas’ for its 

musical tradition and have fond memories of many 

clergy.  Their favourite hymn is undoubtedly Make 

Me a Channel of your Peace, which is known as the 

prayer of St Francis, who by the way, shared a 

birthday with Shirley, October 4th.  But coming 

from Wales, Shirley has to add Guide Me O Thou 

Great Jehovah and another favourite Dear Lord and 

Father of Mankind.   

John and Shirley are looking forward to a two 

week cruise soon, organised by PROBUS so have 

a lovely holiday John and Shirley! 

Liz Burston 

Celebration 
 

Make for yourself some moments of wonder 
Count every star in the sky. 
Hark and consider their powerful music 
And watch, as each cloud goes by. 
 

Ponder the beauty of Gods great arena 
Lit with the wonder of each bright star 
Warming nights darkness for each single mortal  
No matter how small we are. 
 
Over the bustle of each busy city 
Gaudy with patterns of neon light 
The radiance of God shines out in the darkness 
Guarding Creation through the night. 
 
Turn, turn away from the brash city baubles 
Hark to the tune of your heart as it sings 
Secure in the darkness forget all your worries 
Rejoice in the triumph of JESUS our King! 

 
Written on the Sunday of Christ the King  

at the church of St Andrew, Porto Pollensa, Mallorca  
By Shirley Hillsley 
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BIG CHURCH DAY OUT 
Well, if you don’t know what the Big Church Day 

Out is – well it’s hard to describe – but here 

goes…. 

It is a festival where the top Christian musical 

artists play on four different stages, set in the 

beautiful setting of Wiston House in the heart of 

the South Downs.   

There is every type of food available from burritos 

to cream teams – there are children’s activities 

and there is a prayer area.  It literally has 

something for everyone.  This year, on Sunday 

May 29th, over 40 of us from the parish gathered 

over the Saturday and Sunday of the Bank Holiday.  

We had heavy showers at the start and then 

glorious sunshine. 

The highlights for me were dancing away to LZ7 

with Lily and Grace near the front of the stage and 

seeing 22000 people who call Jesus as Lord give 

enough money to provide over 1 million meals for 

the poor via the charity TearFund.  Also Lizzie’s 

coffee and cake with the Church family on a picnic 

blanket on Sunday afternoon! 

Steve Burston 

I liked the Big Church Day Out because there 

were lots of fun activities and music.  My favourite 

parts were the face painting and the rock climbing 

(it was challenging!) I also loved the rides because 

they were really really scary. 

Lily Burston 

  

Please consider whether you think this magazine should continue. 

We print 150 issues 5 times a year.   Should we instead be looking to reach 

more people in a different way, for example with a more frequently-produced 

but smaller leaflet?   Send any thoughts to parishmag@outlook.com. 
 

Either way, I will be stepping down as editor in December, so feel free to ask 

what is involved in producing this, and volunteer if you would like to get 

involved in whatever publications are produced next year. 

 

mailto:parishmag@outlook.com
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ST NICHOLAS CIRCLE 
In April, Kevin Gordon gave a talk on The History 

of Policing the Railway with particular reference to 

Sussex.  His talk was fascinating, covering almost 

two centuries of policing and its evolution from 

protecting local communities from rival navies 

who built the railways, to operating the signals and 

managing stations on to the more modern roles 

we are familiar with today.  As with a previous 

speaker the best part of the talk related to his 

own personal experiences. 

 

May saw Corinna Woods give a talk on the work 

of the BMS World Mission (Baptist Ministry).  

Their work around the world helps fight poverty 

and establish and improve education facilities.  

Everyone enjoyed and was moved by the work 

undertaken and by the enthusiasm of Corinna for 

the mission.  In a collection at the end over £100 

was collected in appreciation of their work. 

In June we had Party Time with the “bring and 

share” supper night.  The evening was great and 

thoroughly enjoyed by all.  It gave an opportunity 

to give thanks to all the people who had helped in 

making the Circle such a success across the year 

and to enjoy our renowned raffle draw (thanks to 

prize contributors).  We still have one vacancy in 

the team – that of the “Circle Scribe” to submit 

this article to the magazine.  Contact Max via the 

Parish Office. 

We now have a two month summer break but get 
the date in your diary for September 1st 2016:  A 

speaker from the Sussex Bat Group will be giving 

us a talk entitled Bats about Bats.  Given that there 

are bats in the belfry at St Nicholas’, this could be 

a very appropriate talk.  Everyone is welcome - 

maybe not the bats at St Nic’s, although Sue may 

fly in!   

Max Perry 

 

  

Answers: 1. SHAKESPEARE (The Comedy of Errors. Act v. Sc. 1), 2. THE BIBLE (Proverbs xxiii: 2.), 3. THE BIBLE (Job xix: 20.), 4. 

SHAKESPEARE (Hamlet. Act i. Sc. 3.), 5. THE BIBLE (Deuteronomy xxxii: 10.), 6. SHAKESPEARE (The Merchant of Venice. Act ii. Sc. 2. 

BARD OR BIBLE? 
This year has seen celebrations commemorating 400 years since the death of William 

Shakespeare.  But can you tell Shakespeare quotations from biblical ones? 

 

1. Let's go hand in hand, not one before another. 

 

2. Put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man given to appetite. 

 

3. I am escaped with the skin of my teeth. 

 

4. Neither a borrower nor a lender be. 

 

5. He kept him as the apple of his eye. 

 

6. It is a wise father that knows his own child. 
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NOTES FROM THE CURATE’S DOG
Well….it has arrived!  The New Sofa!  And guess 

what?  I hate change!  Apparently, I can’t lie on it 

any more!   

My last memories of lying on a sofa are with my 

great friend Poppy, snuggling up together.  Poppy 

has now arrived in Zambia with her owners the 

Moulders –PS I miss you guys, but especially 

Poppy.  Such memories feel a long way away now.  

Steve bought me a new bed- which is really soft, 

but doesn’t go any way near being as good as the 

old sofa.  Well, that is what I thought to begin 

with.  Actually, my new bed isn’t as lumpy as the 

old sofa nor as hard as the new sofa.  And come 

to think of it, my new bed is in the sun most of 

the day, unlike the sofa.  Oh, and I don’t get 

kicked out of my bed like I was (often) kicked off 

the sofa.  

Maybe change isn’t quite as bad as I thought! 

                                                   Blessings, Digger 
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The Martins 

Family Funeral Directors 
Truly Independent 

 
Under the personal supervision of 

Peter, Jenny, Debbie and our dedicated team. 
Our family caring for your family. 

 

THE PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FOR WHICH WE ARE RENOWNED IS AVAILABLE AT 

 

38 - 40 Broadfield Barton, Crawley, RH11 9BZ 
Free parking in front of the premises 

01293 552345 (24hrs) 
IF YOU WISH, ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE 

IN YOUR OWN HOME 
 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 
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VIEW FROM A PEW AND B PEW AND C PEW
In a recent sermon, we were reminded of the last 

words of Sir Cecil Rhodes, controversial leader of 

Rhodesia, which were reputed to be “So little 

done, so much to do”.  He died aged only 48.  

These words resonated with me because several 

weeks ago I had agreed, somewhat reluctantly, to 

attend the evening course of 4 sessions entitled 

Everybody Welcome.  My initial reaction was “How 

can that take 6 hours? Surely I have lots of other 

things to do”.  Well, I was so wrong - it was 

thoroughly enjoyable, great fellowship and lots of 

ideas came out of it.  However, ideas need 

development and the Vision Day helped with this.  

One idea which could happen immediately and 

could be done by anyone was to change where we 

sit in church – to get around a bit and meet more 
and new people.   

 

So, for the last three weeks I’ve felt liberated to 

sit somewhere new each week.  It has been great 

to talk and share the peace with different people - 

both those whom I have known for years and new 

visitors to the church.  I discovered that the choir 

does not sound so good when you sit further back 

as their voices are slightly muted by the 17th 

century wooden gallery upon which they stand – 

so for surround sound, sit near the front!  But not 

too far forward as you may get a strained neck, 

but that is possibly because I need to stop 

slouching. 

Communion is another challenge when changing 

where you sit.  I’d like to thank Ivy for her white 

handbag which acted as a beacon in identifying the 

right pew to return to last week.  Sitting at the 

back my prayers come first, communion second 

and a quick thank you third.  Sitting at the front 

there is little time for prayer first. 

All in all it is working well.  I get to talk to more 

people and it adds variety to the Sunday service.  

Mind you, as Sue said if we all moved round we’d 

end up staying with the same people.  Perhaps 

everyone wearing brown shoes should move 8 

spaces anticlockwise and everyone under sixty-five 

clockwise? If you are over 65 and don’t wear 
brown shoes you should stay where you are!  So 

were those 4 evenings worthwhile?  Absolutely!  

To finish off where I began - in an early will, Sir 

Cecil left large sums of money to the 

establishment of a Secret Society to send British 

settlers abroad and through “energy, labour and 

enterprise” to establish Imperial Parliaments 

throughout the World (including USA and China), 

promoting the best interests of humanity and 

creating so great a British power as to “render 

wars impossible”.   

However, by his final will, much had changed. He 

left large areas of land near Table Mountain which 

became the campus of the University of Cape 

Town and also a major conservation area.  He 

also set up the Rhodes Scholarship enabling British 

and German students to study at Oxford 

promoting public spirit, leadership and friendship 

between great powers.  His idea of rendering 

wars impossible was still present but carried out 

in a different way.  This difference highlights that 

how you do something is often as important as 

what you try to do.  Ironically he died in 1902, less 

than 12 years before his vision was destroyed by 

the outbreak of the First World War.   

Max Perry

Don't sweat the petty things 
and don't pet the sweaty 

things - George Carlin 
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CALENDAR 
The following list details special services, groups and events happening throughout the next four months.  

However, because of the lead time of this issue, we would advise you to check our website or phone the 

Parish Office for any changes which may occur after publication of this magazine. 

Wednesday 8 June 2.30pm Pastoral Assistants’ Tea, St Barnabas’ 

3.15pm Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School 

Thursday 9 June 2.30pm Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Friday 10 June 11.30am Coffee and Chat, Stepney’s, Maidenbower 

Sunday 12 June Regular Services And 6.30pm Choral Evensong, St Nicholas’ 

Monday 13 June 11.00am Julian Group, St Barnabas’ 

Wednesday 15 June 7.30pm Preparation for Baptism Course, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday 16 June 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Friday 17 June 7.00pm Plugged In, St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 19 June Regular Services And11.30 Nic’s, St Nicholas’ 

Wednesday 22 June 3.00pm Messy Church, St Barnabas’ 

7.30pm Preparation for Baptism Course, St Nicholas’ 

Thursday 23 June 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

7.30pm  Mothers’ Union Meeting, St Barnabas’ 

Friday 24 June 11.30am Coffee and Chat, Stepney’s, Maidenbower 

Church in the Pub, Coaching Halt, Maidenbower 

Thursday 30 June 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Friday 1 July 7.00pm Plugged In, St Barnabas’ 

Saturday 2 July 10.00am Market, St Barnabas’ 

Monday 11 July 11.00am Julian Group, St Barnabas’ 

Wednesday 13 July 2.30pm Pastoral Assistants’ Tea, St Barnabas’ 

3.15pm Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School 

Thursday 14 July 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 
 

2.30pm Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Friday 15 July 7.00pm Plugged In, St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 17 July Regular Services 

11.30 Nic’s, St Nicholas’ 

Wednesday 20 July 3.00pm Messy Church, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday 21 July 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday 28 July 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Friday29 July Church in the Pub, Coaching Halt, Maidenbower 

Tuesday 2 August  11.00 Home Communion, Lanehurst Gardens 

Sunday 7 August  Regular Services and 11.30 Nic’s, St Nicholas’ 

Monday 8 August 11.00am Julian Group, St Barnabas’ 



 

Wednesday 10 August 2.30pm Pastoral Assistants’ Tea, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday  11 August 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 
 

2.30pm Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Friday 12 August 11.30am Coffee and Chat, Stepney’s, Maidenbower 

Thursday 18 August 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 21 August Regular Services And11.30 Nic’s, St Nicholas’ 

Thursday  25 August 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Friday 26 August 11.30am Coffee and Chat, Stepney’s, Maidenbower 

Thursday 1 September 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

8.00pm St Nicholas Circle, St Barnabas’ 

Saturday 3 September 10.00am Saturday Market, St Barnabas’ 

Tuesday 6 September 11.00am Home Communion, Lanehurst Gardens 

Thursday  8 September 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 
 

2.30pm Julian Group St Nicholas’ 

Friday 9 September 11.30am Coffee and Chat, Stepney’s, Maidenbower 

Saturday 10 September 3.00pm Installation of Anthony Ball as Canon of Westminster, London 

Monday 12 September 11.00am Julian Group, St Barnabas’ 

Wednesday 14 September 2.30pm Pastoral Assistants’ Tea, St Barnabas’ 

3.15pm Messy Church, Maidenbower Infants School * 

* To be confirmed Please check News and Pewsheets section of 

website 

Thursday 15 September 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Sunday 18 September Regular Services And11.30 Nic’s, St Nicholas’ 

Thursday 22 September 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

Friday 23 September 11.30am Coffee and Chat, Stepney’s, Maidenbower 

Wednesday 28 September 3.00pm Messy Church, St Barnabas’ 

Thursday 29 September 2.00pm Knit and Natter, St Barnabas’ 

7.30pm  Mothers’ Union Meeting, St Barnabas’ 

Friday 30 September Church in the Pub, Coaching Halt, Maidenbower 

 

ADDRESSES 
St Barnabas’ Church,  

Worth Road, 

Crawley,  

RH10 7DY 

St Nicholas’ Church, 

Church Road 

Worth 

RH10 7RT 

Worth Parish Office 

St Barnabas’ Church,  

Worth Road, 

Crawley,  
RH10 7DY 

Coaching Halt  

Maidenbower Business Park, 

Balcombe Rd 

Maidenbower 
RH10 7ZJ 

Stepney‘s Coffee Shop 

Maidenbower Park Pavilion 

Maidenbower Drive 

Maidenbower 
RH10 7HG 

The Studio  

Maidenbower Infants School  

Harvest Road 

RH10 7RA 
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Administrators (Parish) Glennis Parker 

Sue Perry 

0300 

111 

8150 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett Bell Ringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Pastoral Centre, Church) 

etc) 

Glennis Parker 

Sue Perry 

Buildings and Facilities See Churchwardens 

Children’s Society Brenda Booker 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) Choir) Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell  

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell 

Sheila Dring 

Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) David Parker 

Colin Smith 

Events (Parish) Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children’s Work Revd Steve and Liz Burston 

Fellowship Activities Joan Tick 

Festival Choir (occasional) See Choirs 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas’ Colin Smith 

Giving (regular and one off donations) Mark Chappell 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Gill Gusterson 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Media (Magazine/Website/Facebook/Twitter) Elizabeth Whyman 

Messy Church Liz Burston 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish)  
Pastoral Assistants Co-ordinator Canon Anthony Ball 

Pastoral Centre  
PCC Chair Canon Anthony Ball 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Committee Chairs 

  Faith - Growth in Christ 

  Hope - Re-imagining Ministry 

  Love - Seeking the Common Good 

  St Barnabas’ 

  St Nicholas’ 

  Standing Committee 

 

David Parker 

Colin Smith 

Phyl Pennell  

David Parker 

Phyl Pennell 

Canon Anthony Ball 
PCC Secretary Glennis Parker 

PCC Treasurer  Sheila Dring 

PCC Vice Chair Phyl Pennell 

Plugged In (Friday Youth Group 7-9pm) Revd Steve Burston 

Safeguarding Officer Sheila Dring 

St Nicholas’ Circle Max Perry 

Sunday School (St Barnabas’) Liz Burston 

Sunday School (St Nicholas’) Joan Tick 

Switched On (Sunday Youth Group) Liz Burston 

Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am) Jenny Dobson 

Weddings / Baptisms / Funerals Parish Office 



 

 

 
  


