
The Curate writes:  
So we have begun our Everybody 

Welcome Course – with 50 of us 

turning up either to a session on a 

Tuesday night at St Barnabas’ or 

one on a Thursday morning at St 

Nicholas’.  I really enjoyed leading 

both sessions, because the best part 

was listening and watching the 

various tables discuss and express 

their views on the Churches in our 

Parish and the way that we were 

visible or invisible to the community 

around us and how we might move 

forward in expressing the gospel of 

Jesus Christ to those we come into 

contact with. In today’s reading we 

see Peter, who last week we read 

had gone back to being a fisherman, 

realise his need to make Jesus 

Christ the centre of his life and in 

doing so was able to perform 

miracles. The Gospel, that we are 

saved because Jesus died for us and 

from that act of amazing love we 

should love others – is central to 

Peter and should be central to us – 

as we invite and interact with new 

people who are seeking or visiting. 

From the sessions 3 things really 

struck me; your honesty in that we 

had lots of people we could invite 

to Church but lack the skills or the 

attractive services to invite them to, 

the challenges we face, such as 7000 

non- church visitors to Baptism at 

St Nicholas’ in a year – yet they 

meet 10 of the normal congregation 

and finally, the great ideas of what 

to change you have. May the other 

sessions be as productive – Steve  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time after the services, please 

stay for refreshments. At the Distribution of 

Communion all are welcome to come to the 

altar rail to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. Children are welcome at all 

our services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the church for 

their use. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday 

of Easter 

17th April 2016 

Services Today 
 

08.00   Holy Communion BCP   

                                      St Nicholas’ 

        Celebrant and Preacher: Revd Gordon Parry 

09.45  Sung Eucharist -     St Nicholas’  

       Celebrant and Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball 

10.00  Eucharist -  St Barnabas’  

       Celebrant and Preacher:  Revd Steve Burston                                                                        

11.30  Nic’s – All age        St Nicholas’ 

       Leader: Revd Steve Burston                                

 

Next week’s Readings (Easter 5)  

Acts 11.1-18 

Psalm 148 

Revelation 21.1-6 

John 13.31-35 



 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ 

is the resurrection and the life: raise us, 

who trust in him, from the death of sin 

to the life of righteousness, that we 

may seek those things which are above, 

where he reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen 

 
First Reading  
Acts 9.36-43  

Now in Joppa there was a disciple 

whose name was Tabitha, which in 

Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to 

good works and acts of charity. At that 

time she became ill and died. When 

they had washed her, they laid her in a 

room upstairs. Since Lydda was near 

Joppa, the disciples, who heard that 

Peter was there, sent two men to him 

with the request, ‘Please come to us 

without delay.’ So Peter got up and 

went with them; and when he arrived, 

they took him to the room upstairs. All 

the widows stood beside him, weeping 

and showing tunics and other clothing 

that Dorcas had made while she was 

with them. Peter put all of them 

outside, and then he knelt down and 

prayed. He turned to the body and said, 

‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her 

eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He 

gave her his hand and helped her up. 

Then calling the saints and widows, he 

showed her to be alive. This became 

known throughout Joppa, and many 

believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he 

stayed in Joppa for some time with a 

certain Simon, a tanner. 

 

 
Second 
Reading  
Revelation        

7.9-17 

After this I 

looked, 

and there was a great multitude that no 

one could count, from every nation, 

from all tribes and peoples and 

languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, robed in white, 

with palm branches in their hands. They 

cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who is 

seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” And all the angels stood around 

the throne and around the elders and 

the four living creatures, and they fell 

on their faces before the throne and 

worshiped God, singing, “Amen! 

Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honour and power and 

might be to our God forever and ever! 

Amen.”  

Then one of the elders addressed me, 

saying, “Who are these, robed in white, 

and where have they come from?” I 

said to him, “Sir, you are the one that 

knows.” Then he said to me, “These 

are they who have come out of the 

great ordeal; they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. For this reason they 

are before the throne of God, and 

worship him day and night within his 

temple, and the one who is seated on 

the throne will shelter them. They will 

hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

the sun will not strike them, nor any 

scorching heat; for the Lamb at the 

centre of the throne will be their 

shepherd, and he will guide them to 

springs of the water of life, and God 

will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes.”  

 



Services during next week 
 

St Barnabas’ 

Wed. & Fri. 

09.00 Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

Tues & Thurs. 09.00 Morning Prayer 

Tues. 10.30 Eucharist 

Sat 17.00 Evening Prayer 
 

St Nicholas’ 

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist 

Tues & Fri 17.00 Evening Prayer 

Sat 9.00 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

Sat. 14.00 Wedding 
~~~ 

Services next Sunday 
08.00   Holy Communion BCP   

                                      St Nicholas’ 

09.45  Sung Eucharist   -   St Nicholas’                                             

10.00  Family Service    -  St Barnabas’                               

12.00  Holy Baptism        St Nicholas’                                          
 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading 

John 10.22-30 

At that time the festival of the 

Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It 

was winter, and Jesus was walking in 

the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 

So the Jews gathered around him and 

said to him, ‘How long will you keep us 

in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell 

us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told 

you, and you do not believe. The works 

that I do in my Father’s name testify to 

me; but you do not believe, because 

you do not belong to my sheep. My 

sheep hear my voice. I know them, and 

they follow me. I give them eternal life, 

and they will never perish. No one will 

snatch them out of my hand. What my 

Father has given me is greater than all 

else, and no one can snatch it out of 

the Father’s hand.  The Father and I are 

one.’  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Merciful Father, you gave your Son 

Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 

and in his love for us to lay down his 

life and rise again: keep us always under 

his protection, and give us grace to 

follow in his steps; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Chat and Pray 

The next Chat and Pray over coffee 
will be on Friday 22nd April 11.30 – 

12.30 at Maidenbower Pavilion. It will 
take place fortnightly thereafter. 

Please do come and join us 

 

Thanks to all who helped with the 

Lenten Soup Lunches- soup makers, 

servers and customers. £321.75 was 

raised for the Parish World Bank. 

 

 

 
 

One parish or two?  is one of the  

questions raised about Worth Parish in 

the Crawley Review.  Please let us have 

your views (by e-mail or letter), replies 

to the Rector or Parish Office by 22 

April please.  The new edition of the 

Parish Magazine has a short piece on 

this.   
 

 

 

 

On behalf of the Stanford family I would 

like to thank all our many friends from 

the Parish who have supported us and 

continue to support us through the 

most painful journey of our lives 

following the sudden and unexpected 

death of our son Duncan. As a family 

we are truly humbled and overwhelmed 

by the outpouring of love and kindness 

shown by so many of you. Thank you all 

so very, very much. Jane 

 



NOTICES & DIARY NOTES 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or phone 

0300 111 8150  Sue 
 
 

Friday lunches 12.30 in the Pastoral 
Centre - 2 courses + tea / coffee - £5.50. 

Please buy tickets by Apr 19th   for Apr 

22nd at the Centre or phone 883362.  
                

 

Everybody Welcome Course. It is not 

too late to join the course as 3 more 

sessions are left. Tuesday 19th April 

(19.30-21.00 at St Barnabas’) or Thursday 

21st April (11.30-13.00 at St Nicholas’).  

 

Saturday 23rd April Mothers’ Union 
Coffee Morning with sale of book & cakes 

together with a raffle and friendship. 

Pastoral Centre 10.00 - 11.45 - everyone 

welcome to come & buy, as are donations 

of cakes & books please. Monies go towards 

helping support MU charities. 
 

Saturday 23rd April 2016 Birthday 

Tea at St B's to celebrate The Queen's 
90th, 3.00pm sharp. Tickets £5:50 available 

from Sheila Dring, Ann Lane or the Pastoral 

Centre (numbers are needed ASAP for 

catering).  Musical entertainment included. 
 

Thurs 28th April 2016 Mothers’ Union 

Meeting. Archdeacon Fiona will be 

celebrating and preaching at our Branch’s 

Eucharist she will then join us for coffee and 

talk about the Mothers’ Union. All are very 

welcome to join us at St Barnabas’ 7.30 p.m. 
 

The Annual Parochial Meeting will take 

place on (Weds) 27 April at 6.30 p.m.  

Elections will be held for the 4 Warden posts, 

2 Deanery Synod Reps & 5 lay reps on the 

PCC. Are you called to serve as one of them? 
 

Saturday 7th May Parish Away Day 

10.00-15.30 - to develop a vision for the 

future shape of our mission and ministry.  

Venue; Parish Hub, Copthorne (contact 
Parish Office if you need transport).  Please 

keep the date free in your diary and sign up 

at the back of church to indicate 

participation (numbers needed for catering). 

Saturday 14th May, Plant Fair and 
Market, 10.00 am - 12 noon, on the Patio 

(weather permitting) and in the Pastoral 

Centre. Items for sale may be brought to 
the Pastoral Centre on Friday 13th May 

between 10.15am and 2.00 pm or on the 

day of the Fair from 8.45 am. Thank you. 

 

Wed 18th May 2.00 pm – 3.30 pm 'late 

Spring Clean' session in the Pastoral Centre 

followed by tea and cakes. All helpers 

welcome. 
 

Thursday 26th May 2016 Parish 

Pilgrimage to Chichester Cathedral on 
Corpus Christi. Come and join us as we eat 

our lunch at the Bishop’s Palace at 1pm with 

tea and coffee. Followed by a visit to the 

Door of Mercy in the Cathedral and ending 

with a service in the Bishop’s Chapel 5pm. 

Any enquiries ask Revd Steve. 
 

Tuesday June 21st - Sunday June 26th 

Wintershall Open Air Play ‘The Life of 

Christ’ order tickets from 01793 418299 

or:  www.wintershall-estate.com.  

A wonderful experience and day out.  
 

16th July 2016 An early diary note for our 
forthcoming Charity Cabaret evening on be 

held at St Barnabas church. Tickets £15.00, 

this will include a 2 course dinner and a 

glass of Bucks Fizz on arrival and an evening 

of magical entertainment and music. Time 

TBC. More information on how to obtain 

tickets and the chosen charity will be 

available nearer the time. 
 

CONTACTS 
Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 

Churchwardens  

         Phyl Pennell    -   01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring    -   01293 513496 
 

PARISH OFFICE 0300 111 8150     

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 

https://exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?REF=EkWRd2LH2aAm-UZX2KypqEyYsNwJws8B_CeuR3BNpd3Uql0hdUfTCAFodHRwOi8vd3d3LndpbnRlcnNoYWxsLWVzdGF0ZS5jb20.
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