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CLERGY SERVING THE PARISH 
Rector Revd Canon Anthony Ball 01293 882229 

Curate Revd Steve Burston 01293 279028 

Assistant Priests 
Revd Canon Roger Brown 01293 520454 

Revd Gordon Parry 07802 432398 

 

REGULAR SERVICES 

Our regular services are shown below; a calendar on page 31 details special services, groups and events 

happening throughout the next two months and additionally, our Easter services are shown on page 16. 

 St Nicholas’, Worth St Barnabas’, Pound Hil  l 
Sun 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (every week) 
        (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

09.30 Ist Sunday - Switched On 
 

09.45  Sung Eucharist (every week) 

 (Common Worship) 
 

11.30  1st and 3rd Sun of each month  

 Nic’s (Informal Family Service) 

10.00  1st Sunday - Informal Family Eucharist  
 

10.00 2nd Sunday  -Eucharist with Sunday School 
 

10.00 3rd Sunday - Eucharist with Sunday School   

           and Switched On 
 

10.00 4th Sunday - Informal Family Service  

           (non-Eucharist) 
 

10.00 5th Sunday (if there is one)  -Eucharist 

Mon No services No services 

Tues 17.00  Evening Prayer  09.00  Morning Prayer 

10.30  Eucharist 

Wed 17.00  Evening Prayer  09.00  Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

15:00 Messy Church (4th Wednesday in term times) 

Thu 10.30 Eucharist 

17.00  Evening Prayer 

09.00  Morning Prayer 

Fri 17.00  Evening Prayer 09.00  Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

Sat 09.00 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 17.00  Evening Prayer 
 

And why not also join us at: 
 

The Studio Maidenbower Infant School RH10 7RA 
2nd Wed of the 

month (in term times) 

 

15:15  Messy Church@ Maidenbower (So, Wed 10 Feb and Wed 9 March) 

 

St Barnabas‘ Cafe RH10 7DY 
Mon 14.00-16.00 Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Every Tues, Fri, Sat 10.30-12.00 Pop in for a cake and a drink 

Fri 12.30 Lunches  - prebook tickets (£5.50) by calling 01293 883362 

 

Stepney‘s Coffee Shop Maidenbower RH10 7HG 
2nd and 4th Fri 11:30  A time to chat over coffee and cake 

 

Church in the Pub Coaching Halt Maidenbower RH10 7ZJ 
Last Fri of month 20:00  A pint down the pub with friends 

  

 

Worth Parish Office, St Barnabas’ Church, Worth Road, Crawley, RH10 7DY 

0300 111 8150  office@worthparish.org.uk  worthparish.org  facebook.com/WorthParish 

http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
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CONTACT US 
If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, you can call the office on 0300 111 8150 

or email us on office@worthparish.org.uk.   

Send articles, photos, information and jokes for 

the magazine to magazine@worthparish.org.uk 

You can also find us here: 

   www.worthparish.org 

    facebook.com/WorthParish  

   twitter.com/worthparish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE RECTOR 
Welcome to this magazine – the first of 2016, the 

Year of Mercy.    

You may have read about the Year of Mercy in the 

last edition of this magazine: it is the first of three 

such “years of focus” that Bishop Martin has 

declared to assist and resource the 

implementation of the Diocesan Vision that was 

launched at Pentecost last year.  There are various 

activities being planned in and for the parish to 
help us each connect with this Year of Mercy, but 

as a parish, its impact should be felt in a renewed 

determination to reach out to those around us, 

assure them (as ourselves) of God’s love and 

desire to meet us where we are.   

We shall, along with our brothers and sisters in 

the United Reformed and Roman Catholic 

Churches, use our ecumenical Lent Course as an 

opportunity to reflect together on these themes 

and look forward to the “new life” (or at least  

  

 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:magazine@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.twitter.com/worthparish
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“renewed life”) for which we are preparing.  But 

before we get to Lent there is another party - our 

Mothers’ Union Branch are inviting you to join 

them at St Barnabas’ for pancakes on Shrove 

Tuesday - preceded by an opportunity to salve any 

guilty consciences at a Shriving Service.  If you’re 

curious about “shriving” come along and find out 

– and enjoy the pancakes afterwards!   

How we “have fun together” was one of the 

questions asked by our Archdeacon and her team 

when they came to us as part of the Review of 

Anglican Churches in Crawley last year.   One of 

the “gifts” Christmas brought was the publication 

of the Review of the Anglican churches in Crawley 

which had been in gestation for much of 2015.    

The Review was strongly affirmative of how far 

the parish is stretching its limited resources, with 

a recognition that further resources would be 

needed, from beyond as well as within the parish, 

as we move forward.  You can read a bit more 

about the PCC discussion of the Review with the 

Archdeacon and Bishop of Horsham on page 18.   

I recently looked over (with the PCC) a wall-chart 

showing the various events planned throughout 

2016.  It is going to be a fantastically full year – 

with plenty of fun as well as opportunities for 

fellowship, growing in faith and taking part in 

defining our future.  The calendar on page 31 

shows some of what is planned in the next couple 

of months.  I do hope, dear reader, that you will 

walk with us as we continue our exciting journey 

as a Christian community seeking to grow in faith, 

hope and love.   

May you have a Holy Lent! 

Anthony

 

NEWS 
 
 

 
 
 
  

DONATIONS RECEIVED 
 

ST NICHOLAS’:  A new altar frontal for the 

altar in the Blesséd Sacrament Chapel has been 

donated in memory of Theo Ball.  Theo and 

Doreen would regularly join congregation in the 

chapel on Thursday mornings.   

 We are most grateful to Frances Reed who 

gave the money to have the path from the lych-
gate at St Nicholas’ resurfaced and in time for 

Christmas!  Her generous donation should also 

allow us to install a hand-rail for the path in due 

course (we will need planning permission from 

the local authority and the Diocese).  We will 

look at improving the lighting on the path too 

when funds permit. 

 

ST BARNABAS’: A parishioner has made a 

generous and wonderful donation of £10,000 

towards the planned refurbishment of the St 

Barnabas’ Hall.  This will nearly pay for the cost 

of installing new double-glazed windows.  We 

are in the process of getting architect’s plans 

and costings for the proposed works to 

upgrade the toilet facilities and improve other 

aspects of the building.  Do, please, consider 

whether you could support this project – as we 

envisage any money raised by the parish being 

multiplied by grants from outside bodies.   

 

This magazine is published just as the church 
reaches the end of the 40 days’ celebration of the 

incarnation, God appearing in human flesh, which 

began on Christmas Day.  This celebration begins 

with the 12 days of the Christmas season and 

continues with the Epiphany season in which the 

revelation (or manifestation) of Christ’s glory in 

various ways is recalled.  On the last day of the 

Epiphany season, 2nd February, we have the Feast 

of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple (also 

known as Candlemas) - although in the parish we 

are observing this festival on the Sunday before, to 

allow greater numbers to share in the wonderful 

story of the faithful old people Anna and Simeon 

who, after a lifetime of waiting, meet with Jesus in 

the temple in Jerusalem.  After this, we will put 

away the decorations that have adorned the church 

through the 40 days of Christmas and Epiphany and 

turn our thoughts towards Lent. 

 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to all those who gave generously in our 

collections at services over the Christmas period.  

The collections we took resulted in £2301.31 

(including GiftAid) being distributed to our chosen  

charities – that is, £575 for each of Rockinghorse, 

CAP, Mary’s Meals and the parish.  Additionally, a 

Christingle Collection raised £253.94 for the 

Children’s Society. 
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GIVE IT UP FOR LENT 
People are being invited to take up a fasting 

challenge this Lent in solidarity with those 

struggling to put food on the table.  The Church 

Urban Fund (the Church of England’s poverty 

charity) is running the Give It Up for Lent 

campaign which asks you to take part in some 

form of fasting including giving up a meal on 

Fridays or hosting a frugal lunch.   

The money saved or raised will be used to tackle 

poverty and social exclusion in England.  In 

December, the cross-party Feeding Britain inquiry 

showed that the number of people relying on food 

parcels is still at a level last seen in the Second 

World War. 

Paul Hackwood, executive chair of CUF, said: 

“The Give it Up for Lent campaign is firmly 

rooted in the Christian tradition of prayer and 

fasting during the Lenten season as a way of 

drawing closer to God and preparing for 

Easter. 

We hope that congregations will use this 

opportunity to show solidarity with the 

poorest and most marginalised as well as raise 

money for those who struggle to put food on 

the table.” 

For more details of how to take part,  

see www.cuf.org.uk/giveitupforlent 

 

BIG CHURCH DAY OUT
Tickets are now on sale for the Big Church Day 

Out 2016.  Taking place on the 28th and 29th of 

May. BCDO is the UK’s largest Christian 

celebration of its kind, gathering more than 25,000 

people from all denominations and ages for two 

days of world class music, family 

fun and incredible worship on 
the Wiston Estate in West 

Sussex.   So save the date as we 

intend again to have a parish trip 

again to this amazing event. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISM 
EUCHARIST 
Anyone attending the Chrism 

Eucharist in Chichester 

Cathedral on Tuesday 22 March 

should note that it will start at 

12.00 noon - a slightly later start 
time to help those travelling 

from far away. 

VIDEOS FROM CHICHESTER 
You can view a video message from Stephen 

Waine, the Dean of Chichester, in which he talks 

about life at the Cathedral and welcoming Bishop 

Martin and his team for the Cathedral visitation 

this year. Also the Bishop of Chichester talking 

about the Year of Mercy.  Both of these videos 

are on our own website by typing in 

http://worthparish.org/news-2/ or from the 

menus, by clicking What’s On then clicking News 

and Pewsheets.  Scroll down the page until you 

see them.

RECENT BAPTISMS  
Congratulations to the two people baptised 

in our parish since the last magazine was 

printed - William James Goodall on 27 Dec 

2015 and Andrea Elcombe on 10th January 

2016, appropriately on the day when we 

celebrated Christ’s Baptism.  Thank you to 

Shirley Hillsley for the photograph. 

 

http://www.cuf.org.uk/giveitupforlent
http://worthparish.org/news-2/
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EVER WANTED TO STEAL A 
PAINTING? 
I expect that you have a favourite painting.  Most 

people do, and if it isn’t already hanging above 

your fireplace (a terrible location for favourite 

paintings, by the way) you may have thought how 

nice if it were.  It might have occurred to you to 

steal it, but of course, you wouldn’t do that.  But 

you may have thought about it, just for a moment. 

The painting that has tempted me is, fortunately, 

part of the wall of a church in Venice and much 

too large to fit above my fireplace.  It is, in fact, 

the San Zaccaria Altarpiece painted by Giovanni 

Bellini, also known as The Virgin and Child 

Enthroned, with Saints.  I would like to share with 

you four things about this painting to explain why 

such a temptation falls upon me.  But first, if you 

don’t already know it, you need to know how to 

find it.  If you are in St Mark’s Square facing the 
Basilica, go around St Mark’s to the left and keep 

going until you come to a piazza; San Zaccaria 

faces you.  Once in the church, the picture is not 

behind the high altar as you might expect, but 

behind the third altar on the left, on the north 

side.  If you want to see it, Google San Zaccaria 

altarpiece. 

This picture is not merely a personal obsession - I 

know a number of people who go and see it as 

soon as they ever arrive in Venice, not only to see 

an old friend, but also to see that all is right with 

the world.  With Julian of Norwich, we gain 

confirmation that “All shall be well and all manner 

of thing shall be well.”  The picture is lit but only 

after a coin is inserted into the box and Las Vegas 

style gaming machines have nothing on this habit 

and one sees hopeless addicts (like me) feeding 

coin after coin in order to gaze on at the picture. 

But I promised to share four things.  The first is 

that the picture was painted for the space where 

it is now located.  It has been there without 

moving for over 500 years and you can see how 

the architecture around the Virgin’s throne blends 

seamlessly with the real architecture of the 

church.  It ‘hangs’ where it was meant to ‘hang’ 

and so represents stability and dedication across 

eras of changing values and fashions. 

Second, the iconography.  This might be a more 

personal thing but, with a father who was an 

amateur expert on religious iconography, I was 

dragged round remote parish churches from a 

very early age, being taught the symbols and their 

meanings.  I didn’t appreciate it then, but I am 

endlessly grateful now.  The people in this picture 

are quite obvious: there is an exceptionally serene 

Virgin holding up a remarkably realistic Christ-

child.  In front of her to the left is Saint Catherine 

holding her martyr’s palm and some of the very 

substantial wheel on which she was martyred.  

Opposite her is Saint Lucy holding, in addition to 

her martyr’s palm, a dish which contains her eyes.  

The legend is that having being told by a heathen 

suitor how attractive were her eyes, she 

immediately plucked them out and consigned 

them to the dish – a sort of fifteenth century 

virtual reality device.  Happily, the eyes were later 
miraculously restored.  However, Lucy must have 

been a thoroughly irritating Christian Virgin; 

sentenced to lose her virginity in a local brothel, 

she miraculously became immensely heavy and 

could not be moved.  Later, during her 

martyrdom she was reported to be able to 

continue theological debate with a six-foot sword 

stuck through her neck - that’s my kinda gal! 

The figures at the front do not engage with us - St 

Peter with his closed book (study done) and keys, 

St Jerome wearing a hoodie and reading an open 

book (study ongoing).  St Jerome looks far more 

severe than in an almost exactly contemporary 

picture by Carpaccio in the Scuola di San Giorgio 

degli Schiavoni only yards away.  There he has 

brought his new friend the lion (from whose paw 

he has extracted a thorn) into the monastery.  

The monks scatter in blind panic and St Jerome 

seems to be saying “Come back, guys, it’s only a 

lion!” 

The third thing is not at all evident from the 

painting.  It was painted in 1505 or 1506 and it is 

important to reflect on the political situation of 

Venice at this time.  At around the turn of the 

fifteenth century, Venice was at its lowest ebb in 

almost its entire history.  The forces of the League 

of Cambrai to the West were vastly superior to 

Venice and almost all the mainland territory of 

Venice was lost.  The Ottoman Empire to the East 

was at least as great a threat.  Trade to East and 
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West were both in ruins.  Venice’s reputation was 

gone, her finances critical, and her enemies were 

literally at her gates.  Yet, amazingly, it was in this 

period that the creative genius of Venice was at its 

most productive.  Giovanni Bellini was busy with 

‘our’ altarpiece and his brother Gentile was busy 

painting the Miracles of the True Cross, Carpaccio 

was painting his sublime murals, and Titian, 

Tintoretto and Veronese were establishing their 

careers.  The finishing touches were being applied 

to Santa Maria dei Miracoli among other 

wonderful buildings, the buildings around Piazza 

San Marco were almost complete, and about to 

come were Palladio’s two greatest works: San 

Giorgio Maggiore and the Redentore.  Was 

Venice in denial?  Did she plan to blag herself out 
of the mess?  Was she determined, if to die, to die 

superbly and in style as she had lived?  My own 

belief is that Venice trusted in the power of Faith 

and Life to bring her through her troubles – 

which, of course, they did (together with some 

smart diplomacy). 

Finally, though, it is the spiritual sense of this 

painting which makes it, for me, the finest work in 

Venice; maybe in the world.  It is the stillness in 

the figures, which Bellini learned from Giorgione 

but only mastered in these final paintings, which is 

so expressive and is almost never found again in 

Western art.  Although there is a musician on the 

steps below the Virgin, she seems frozen in the 

stillness of this picture and no sound comes from 

her.  What followed was the Tintoretto’s 

theatricality and the energy of Titian.  There is, in 

the National Gallery, a fascinating painting of the 

Feast of the Gods begun by Bellini but completed by 

Titian.  This is no confusing the calm composed 

figures of Bellini with the energetic figures of 

Titian.  There is a powerful spiritual sense in ‘our’ 

painting, experienced so rarely anywhere.  Eliot 

felt it at Little Gidding: 

You are not here to verify,  

Instruct yourself, or inform curiosity 

Or carry report.  You are here to kneel 

Where prayer has been valid.  And prayer is more 

Than an order of words, the conscious occupation 
Of the praying mind, or the sound of the voice praying. 

And what the dead had no speech for, when living, 

They can tell you, being dead…”  

T.S.  Eliot: Four Quartets: Little Gidding, I, 43-50 

We have no speech for the spiritual power which 

emanates from this painting.  It is for me the 

nearest expression in art of That peace which the 

world cannot give and The peace of God which 

passeth all understanding.  So, do come and visit 

this picture.  We can sit and take turns putting 

our coin into the box. 

Church Mouse 
 

NOTES FROM THE CURATE’S DOG 
Well, I have had such a lovely and interesting time 

since we have last spoken! My beloved Tilgate 

Park has flooded, ruining my morning walk - 

although I have dipped my toes into the water, 

there is absolutely no way I am going swimming at 

this time of year! Also, Christmas was great and I 

only just managed not to open everyone’s 

presents too early and had amazing time with all 

my family.  Also there was news this New Year, 

which is quite a feather in my cap.  You may 

remember my last article when the Moulder family 

had the honour of me staying with them?  Well, 

they were so impressed with me that they have 

just had a lovely young lady English pointer come 

and join their family.  I take direct credit for this!  

Anyone else wanting to know how marvellous we 

English pointers are, - I am offering my services.  

So please do let Steve know if you want take part 

in the pointer experience – my daily rate is rather 

reasonable! 
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The Martins 
Family Funeral Directors 

Truly Independent 

 
Under the personal supervision of 

Peter, Jenny, Debbie and our dedicated team. 
Our family caring for your family. 

 

THE PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FOR WHICH WE ARE RENOWNED IS AVAILABLE AT 

 

38 - 40 Broadfield Barton, Crawley, RH11 9BZ 
Free parking in front of the premises 

01293 552345 (24hrs) 
IF YOU WISH, ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE 

IN YOUR OWN HOME 
 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 
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PARISHIONER PROFILE - GLENNIS PARKER 
A CHAT WITH GLENNIS ( 
Glennis Parker Is Interviewed By Colin Smith 
 

Colin: Glennis, you and David have been 

members of the St. Nicholas’ congregation for 

over 10 years but how far back is your connection 

with Worth Church?   

Glennis: David and I got married at St.  Nicholas’ 
43 years ago, but it goes back even further.  My 

friend Anne and I, both aged 10, wandered across 

the open fields and found this lovely old church 

with the door open saying 'come in and explore' I 

fell in love with Worth Church from that day on. 

Colin: So, were you born in Crawley? 

Glennis: No, Forest Gate in East London but 

when dad's factory moved to Crawley New Town 

in 1955 we moved too.  We became 'New 

Towners! I think this was a bit of a shock to the 

villages of Worth, Three Bridges and Crawley at 

the time. 

Colin: Did you go to church? 

Glennis: My mum and dad sent me to Sunday 

School at the Free Church in Three Bridges aged 

4 and I stayed on for covenanters the youth club 

in Hedley House which was like a 60s coffee bar.  

After I got married David and I were members of 

the congregation for many many years. 

Colin: And school? 

Glennis: Hazelwick.  My three children followed 

in my footsteps during the time when Gordon 

Parry (now The Revd. Gordon) was head teacher 

and I can tell you it's strange not to call him Mr 

Parry!  

Colin: How did you and David get together? 

Glennis: We met in a Dance Hall in Croydon.  

He was a Brixton boy and we started going out.  

Four months later we were engaged and 2 years 

later we got married.  We were 19…….sooooo 
young.   

Colin: Where did you live? 

Glennis: We lived in a bedsit in Streatham Hill 

for a couple of years and saved enough money to 

buy a house in Crawley.  David was a Customs 

and Excise Investigator.  I too was working in 

Customs at that point and later for Lambeth  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council.  When we moved to Crawley I got a job 

with the Civil Aviation Authority at Gatwick until 
my first born Geoff came along when I was 25.  

Lyndsay came next followed by James.  So I was a 

full time mum for a long time.  I have also been a 

school cleaner and a Teaching Assistant at Holy 

Trinity – so strange a variety of jobs. 

Colin: Were you both attending the Free Church 

at this time? 

Glennis: Yes we were.  I took David along and he 

was made so welcome that he too became a 

member of the congregation and a committed 

Christian.  We were both baptised by a “full 

dunking” when we were in our 30s so I think of 

this as my Confirmation.  Dave moved from VAT 

work to Intelligence work at Heathrow and later 

on at Gatwick and sometimes travelled abroad. 

Colin: Were you involved in church activities? 

Glennis: Yes I was a Sunday School Teacher for 

at least 5 years, I started the Mother and 

Toddlers' Group and did that for 7 years and I was 

a Youth Club Leader.  We regularly had Home 

Groups and I helped at Sussex Christian Camps 

where we took in excess of 50 children away 

camping for a week at a time.  We four cooks 

were on the go permanently. 

These were busy times but enormously rewarding. 
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Colin: Did you manage to get any holidays in with 

all this going on?   

Glennis: David and I love caravanning and we 

spent many wonderful holidays around Britain and 

France with the children and a caravan in tow.  

We still love it and although we no longer have 

the children in tow we still spend many weeks 

away in the Spring, Summer and Autumn with our 

caravan.   

Colin: And the children….tell me how they got 

on at Hazelwick?   

Glennis: All three were taught by Gordon under 

his headmastership.  They had a wonderful start in 

life.  All three went on to University and got good 

degrees.  James lives in Washington DC and is a 

Geospatial Consultant with Deloittes, 

Lindsay is an Intelligence Analyst and Government 

Business advisor with HMRC and Geoff is with the 

Border Agency based at Gatwick.  I have a great 

family – a son in law, daughter-in-law and an 

American Daughter-in-law to be and 2 energetic 

grandsons and we all get on well which makes us 

very happy and proud. 

Colin: Glennis, I'm aware that you have spent 

rather a lot of time at St.  Barnabas over the last 

few months, what have you been doing? 

Glennis: I have reviewed our filing system and 

archive material.  This is our history for us and 

future generations and it needed sorting. 

Colin: So how did you get that job? 

Glennis: Revd. Canon Anthony told me that this 

was in his sights to review and deal with.  I 

volunteered to take it on as a project. 

Colin: What have you discovered? 

Glennis: So many papers and records in boxes all 

over the place.  Some documents going back to 

1917.  I have found a 'Guide to Deciphering 

Elizabethan Handwriting' and a job application to a 

previous Rector for the position of Head Teacher 

at a school in Worth! This is the school now 

known as the Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) in Turners 

Hill Road/Church Road.  It must then have been a 

Church of England School under Worth Church, I 

guess.  There are transcripts of church registers 

going back to the 16th century and a huge number 

of old photographs of St. Nicholas’ Church before 

the fire, so they must be over 30 years old and 

probably much more.   

Colin: Well, Glennis, is there a future exhibition 

in the offing?  How long has this taken to 
complete? 

Glennis: It's not yet fully complete but so far I 

have recorded 235 hours of work.  But let me say 

that it has been thoroughly rewarding.  Whilst at 

St.  Barnabas I have met so many lovely 

parishioners from both churches who do so much 

work for the Parish that is not generally known.  It 

is very encouraging.  And finally, Steve, our Curate 

now has a study at St.  Barnabas and we have a 

sound filing and archive system in place. 

Colin: Glennis, thanks for the chat.  See you in 

church. 
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MESSY CHURCH
Maidenbower 

Messy Church 

started off the 

New Year 

with a full 

house!  We 

had lots of fun 

activities all 

related to our 

theme of the 

Epiphany, 

when the wise 

men followed 

a bright star 

to the baby 

Jesus and 
presented 

Him with gifts 

of Gold, 

Frankincense 

and Myrrh.  

We decorated 

crowns, 

packed rucksacks full of cuddly toys and pizza 

(necessities for an important journey like the wise 

men of course!) and got very messy hand-painting 

camels…after all it is Messy Church, so even the 

dreaded glitter made an appearance!   

Our healthy food activity was also very popular, 

fresh fruit stuck onto a star shaped pancake with 

edible honey glue…YUM!  After all that we had a 

time of reflection where the children lay on the 

floor looking up to a star and wondering what the 

wise men must have been feeling as they made 

their journey to see the new King and what their 

journey must have been like.  We ended our 

afternoon with one of our favourite action praise 

songs, ‘I’m gonna jump and down’!  

We’d love you to join us at Messy Church, 

whatever age you are.  We meet at the studio at 

Maidenbower Infants School on the 2nd 

Wednesday of the month and at St Barnabas’ in 
the hall on the 4th Wednesday of the month.  If 

you would like any further details, do contact Liz 

Burston on 01293 279028 or the Parish Office on 

0330 111 8150.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE PARISH? 
DISCIPLESHIP COMMITTEE AND HOME GROUPS 
Steve chaired his first meeting, following James’ 

departure, of the Discipleship Committee.  The 

Committee (Revd Steve, Ann Lane, Jane Stanford, 

Karen Fly, Linda Eells and Filomena Resce) deal 

with discipleship, fellowship, Parish events and 

some aspects of the Parish’s pastoral care, assisted 

in recommendation and delivery by the Events 

Group and the Fellowship Group.  So what is 

new?  

In many ways most of what is new will come in 

the next publication as the Discipleship 

Committee meet in late January to formalize the 

programme for the coming year.  But what IS new 

are the home groups.   

After the highly successful Alpha Course, we 

decided to follow it with four Home Groups that 

will meet fortnightly.  Two groups will be led by 

Steve - one in Worth every other Tuesday 

evening at 7.30pm, another on the alternate 

Tuesday evening at 7.30pm at Steve and Liz’s 

home in Maidenbower.  Anthony will also lead 

two groups - one on Wednesday evenings at 

7.30pm in Grattons Drive and one on Tuesday 

mornings at 11.30am at St Barnabas’ Pastoral 

Centre.   

So what are Home Groups?  The idea is not a new 

one.  In fact, this is how the early church originally 

met.  The idea behind them is to create a safe, 

warm and welcoming space where we can explore 

life questions together while caring and supporting 

each other in whatever we are facing in life.   

The hope is that the number of these Home 

Groups will expand and become an integral part 

of our Parish life.  Groups are open to anyone and 

although the teaching material we’ve been given at 

the launch is fairly structured – the hope is that 

the questions covered will be tailored to the 

needs of the specific Home Group.  If this has 

intrigued you and you want to know more, then 

please do ask Steve or Anthony for further details.   

 

MISSION COMMITTEE  
The Mission Committee (Canon Anthony (Chair), 
Revd Steve Burston, Don Hewerdine, Helen 

McLaren, Colin Smith and Sue Walshe) has had 

one meeting since the last magazine came out at 

which we looked at internal and external 

communication across the parish and explored 

ideas for development.  Colin agreed to convene a 

small group to bring forward concrete 

recommendations - recognising that development 

was likely to be in small steps.  The value of this 

magazine was affirmed and we noted that 

Elizabeth has said she will edit it for another year, 

but not beyond the last 2016 issue.  The search 

for a successor begins (so do contact her or Colin 

if you are interested.). 

The role of the Charity Group (Canon Anthony, 

Revd Steve, Don Hewerdine and Ann Phillipson) 

was confirmed.  They selected the Christmas 

charities and would determine where to send 

remaining charity money from 2015.  We restated 

that the PCC aims to send 5% of its unrestricted 

income (after deducting the Diocesan 

Contribution) to other charities, mirroring the 

CofE’s recommendation to individual parishioners.  
Consultation on which charity the parish should 

support as a longer-term partner had proved 

inconclusive – with the two front contenders 

being  Embrace the Middle East and Christians 

Against Poverty/Crawley Debt Centre.  It was decided 

to put the matter to a vote, following 

presentations in the “sermon slot” in both 

churches one Sunday.   

With regard to Children, Youth and Families, 

much of our discussion was around the Youth 

Hub and developing the PCC recommendations 

(see below).  We also noted that Joan Tick and 

the team of St Nicholas’ Sunday School teachers 

have said that they plan to retire at the end of this 

academic year.  Significant appreciation for their 

work was expressed and it is hoped to mark their 

achievements in the summer.  At St Barnabas’, Liz 

Burston has taken over coordinating the Sunday 

School allowing Greta Sawyer can fully respond to 

the requirements of the vocational discernment 

process in which she is currently engaged.   
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PCC 
The PCC meeting on 25 November 2015 

approved the budget, fees and salaries for 2016 – 

estimating that we are going to spend £169,000 

(including money saved by not filling the Associate 

Vicar post this year, which is set aside for the Hall 

refurbishment and the Youth Hub).  That is just 

under £6,000 more than we are budgeting for 

income (i.e. we are planning for a small deficit).  

We were sad to learn that Mave Eshun had 

resigned as part-time Parish Administrator but 

delighted that she has since helped as a volunteer.   

The PCC meeting on 20 January approved the 

contract for Sue Perry to take over Mave’s role 

and work alongside Christine Berger in the office.  

This is in addition to Sue’s role dealing with 

enquiries and ensuring we have (at least) 9- 5, 
Mon-Fri coverage of the telephone.  In January, 

Dawn Clubb resigned from the PCC and her role 

as Deanery Synod Representative, as she, David 

and Emma returned to worship in Ifield alongside 

many of Emma’s school friends from St Margaret’s. 

The January meeting was principally focused on 

discussing the Crawley and Horsham Parish 

Review, for which Bishop Mark Sowerby and 

Archdeacon Fiona Windsor joined us.  Bishop 

Mark complimented PCC members on the 

quality of the discussion (and a number of 

members said it was the best meeting they 

remembered!).  More information on this is 

detailed on page 18.   

We also made the important decision to press 

ahead with the preparations for establishing a 

Youth Leadership Hub in the parish, based initially 

at St Barnabas’ Vicarage, with a community of 

young people whom we will resource for both 

their own development and to serve across 

Crawley.  We expect to hear very soon whether 

the bid of £43,000 over 3 years has been 

successful and, assuming a positive outcome, we 

would aim to open the house shortly after that. 

We heard that the Diocese had decided that a 

property identified in Forge Wood was not 

suitable as an additional vicarage but we have 

identified another property and are in negotiation 

to secure it.  Also on the buildings front, we were 

waiting for news about the application for 
permission (a Faculty) to install double-glazed 

windows in the church at St Barnabas’ and a new 

door onto the patio.  STOP PRESS:  We have been 

told that this will be approved once we have the 

planning permission from CBC. 
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WORTH BELLRINGERS  
Worth bellringers held their AGM on Thursday 

21 January at 8 Selbourne Close, in place of their 

practice.  It was decided a few years ago that the 

AGM should take place on the third Thursday of 

January and so it was.  Although we have no 

formal constitution that requires it, it is good 

practice that the band has a say in its organisation. 

The meeting was chaired by Steve Burston who 

did his best to keep the ringers to the agenda, 

which is not always an easy task as we are very 

likely to go “off topic”!  Neil presented his 

Captain’s Report for 2015 (a shortened version of 

which is reproduced below) and this was followed 

by the Treasurer’s report.  The election of officers 

- Tower Captain, Deputy Tower Captain and 

Secretary/Treasurer- took place next, with the 
existing officers re-elected for another year. 

As in previous years, we spent some time 

discussing getting branded polo shirts for the 

ringers.  We’ve thought about this for a number 

of years, but took so long coming to a decision 

that the previous chosen supplier went out of 

business! 

“Any Other Business” covered a huge number of 

topics from serious issues like safeguarding, 

through forthcoming events (and the need for 

effective communication so that we know when 

we are required to ring) to setting a date for our 

Annual Dinner (also very important). 

Neil Dobson 

TOWER CAPTAIN’S 
REPORT 
This is a shortened version of the Tower Captain’s 

report for 2015 which was read at the AGM. 

2015 continued in much the same way as 2014 

ended and although, nominally, we have 13 ringers 

“on the books”, we struggled on several occasions 

to raise enough people to ring and, for the first 

time in many years, we did not ring the New Year 

in.  The reasons for this are, no doubt, many and 

varied, but it does highlight that we need to 

attract more ringers, because not everyone can be 

there every time.  Looking at the bare statistics, 

over all ringing occasions, 8 of us had more than 

65% attendance.   

Average attendance was around 8 people, with no 

significant difference between Sunday mornings 

and practice night, although there were six 

practice nights when we simply did not have 

enough ringers available.  There were eight other 

Thursdays when we didn’t ring for various 

reasons, some for social gatherings which always 

bring out the best attendance.  It is also not just 

the number of people present on practice night 

that matters, as we are often quite limited in what 

we can ring and what progress we can make.  

Looking at Sunday mornings, there was only one 

occasion when we did not ring and another when 

we were only able to ring 4 bells.  We also failed 

to ring for one of the Choral Evensongs, because 

of insufficient numbers.   

I mentioned social gatherings.  Apart from the 

AGM, we had a dinner at the Cowdray Arms in 

May, Sue hosted a dinner for Gerald’s significant 

birthday and we had our usual Christmas social, 

this year at Phil’s.  Thank you to the organisers 

and hosts.  Average attendance in the pub after 

practice is also very low, which is a pity because it 

does provide the opportunity to relax and share 

your thoughts, for example, about the ringing. 

Fifteen quarter peals were rung on the bells this 

year, including three by visiting bands.  The special 

occasions that were marked included significant 

birthdays for Gerald, Caroline and, more literally, 

Toby’s birth day.  We rang for Royal and national 

occasions and to mark Steve’s ordination.  We 

continued with our project to ring for those who 

perished in WW1, although unfortunately one 

quarter was lost.  There were only 18 weddings 

wanting bells this year which is the lowest I can 

remember, despite advertising our service at the 3 

wedding preparation days. 

Unfortunately, no progress has been made on 

repairs to the tower.  I hope that some progress 

can be made during the coming year, so that we 

can then redecorate the ringing room.  Our new 

ropes have arrived, but have not yet been 

unpacked.  We need to set aside some time to 

put them on soon. 

Thank you for putting up with me for another 

year and for your support during the year. 

Neil Dobson, Tower Captain 

January 2016 
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ST NICHOLAS CIRCLE 
The St Nicholas Circle ended the year with our 

Yuletide Cheese and Wine Party which was 

enjoyed by all as evidenced by the cheery rumble 

of chatter.  Thanks to everyone who took part in 

making it all happen.  Prizes 

were in abundance for the 

raffle and we sped through 

the picking of tickets. 

In January we had, what was 

supposed to be, a more 

peaceful talk from Charlotte 

Jones of Trading Standards on 

the dangers of doorstep 

selling, postal scams, 

telephone scams and 

computer security.  What was 
really apparent was that the 

problem was one that 

everyone had experienced 

and the night brought a lively 

sharing of ideas, solutions and 

indignation.  

Looking ahead, on Thursday 

February 4th, Nicki Clarke of 

the Aldingbourne Trust will talk on how they 

work to unlock potential and enable adults with 

learning disabilities to lead enriched and fulfilling 

lives through education, training, specialist care 

with a keen focus on building strong partnerships 

with local businesses and employers.    

On March 3rd, we have David Bone with a talk on 

“the Stones of Sussex” (not the Tribute Rock 

band). He is adapting his talk to include knowledge 

of some of the history of St Nicholas Church. 

Play the wall game in Chichester and identify the 

building stones. There are 10 types in the picture 

above. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 

Max Perry
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CRAWLEY AND HORSHAM REVIEW 
The Crawley Review was recently distributed to 

(and a summary put in both churches in the 

parish) as we entered Epiphany.  Please ask if you 

would like to see a copy and have not managed to 

do so,  In terms of our “manifestation” in the 

community we serve, the Review noted a 

considerable range of engagement (and didn’t 

mention some of the things we were already 

doing).   

It was realistic in saying that we needed more 

resources rather than less!  Part of that was human 

resources and the report suggested we identify 

parishioners to train for Reader ministry.  There 

was, in our discussion, a stress on the fact that the 

size of the parish (30,000+) makes it imperative 

that the ministry (pastoral as well as formation) 
should be a collaborative effort between clergy 

and laity.  We need to be realistic about the main 

focus of a curate’s role being training and 

development.  The current Home Groups and the 

commissioned Pastoral Assistants could be a way 

of looking afresh at the passions, skills and gifts of 

our church family, with a view to releasing those 

skills within the parish.  The concept of the Youth 

Hub was affirmed in the Review and was another 

means of re-imagining the shape of ministry in the 

parish. 

When the PCC discussed this, at its January 

meeting with Bishop Mark and Archdeacon Fiona 

(see page 14), much of the discussion focused 

around the recommendation that we explore the 

means by which St Barnabas’ could become its own 

parish and determining whether that would 

provide an effective model of mission in the 

different neighbourhoods of the parish.  It was 

clarified that the recommendation meant we 

should first determine whether splitting the parish 

in two was viable (for example, financially) and 

then assess whether that would allow us to be 

more effective in our mission.  Elsewhere in the 

Review, there were clear recommendations about 

splitting other parishes in Crawley, but in our 

case, the Bishop and Archdeacon want us to 

decide what would best support our vision for 

how the church would grow and better serve the 

local communities.  This fitted in with the decision 

we had taken last year not to immediately re-

appoint an Associate Vicar but take a deep look at 

just what shape of ministry and type of person we 

need.   

The PCC noted that, in line with 

recommendations in the Review, we had invited 

Revd Simon Newham (Rector of Ifield) to facilitate 

a ‘parish away day’ that would help us identify 

practical steps forward (it will be on 7 May, book 

the date and look out for more on that in the 

next edition of the magazine).   

Some PCC members were disappointed at a 

strong emphasis in our section of the Review on 

buildings – especially the need for improvement to 

parking and provision of toilet facilities at St Nicholas.  

The Archdeacon stressed the importance of 

having up-to-date, comfortable (and warm!) 

facilities if we were to attract newcomers and be 

an effective focal-point in the community.  We 

noted our commitment to move ahead with a 

refurbishment of parish buildings and facilities 

(maximising environmental sustainability and 

preparing them for the next generation – as well 

as this one!) 

There was much to reflect on and Lent is an 

appropriate time in the church’s year for this and 

to prepare for and exciting future.  PCC members 

undertook to consult widely in this process.  We 

shall, of course, keep in mind that this reflection 

on structures, providing imaginative new 

opportunities for ministry and developing our 

buildings is not for our own benefit, but to enable 

us better to share the good news of God’s love in 

the world and to be His instruments for making it 
real to our neighbours and each other. 

Anthony
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ENCOUNTERING LOSS 
It’s natural that in training, most clergy will be 

anticipating that the most exciting part of their 

ministry will be conducting occasional offices such 

as weddings and baptisms or presiding at the 

Eucharist.  And yes, as I have grown into my role 

as a priest, these have provided some of my 

highlights in ministry.  However, what I wasn’t as 

prepared for was that my richest experiences of 

ministry would come out of ministering to the 

recently bereaved.  Doing this, I have had the 

immense and humbling privilege to witness the 

tears of hurt and grief at their most raw, anger at 

its most vivid, a love that endures despite loss and 

a hope that there must be more to life than this at 

its clearest.   

We all experience loss in some shape or form; 
whether the loss that comes from a broken 

relationship, loss of identity following a 

redundancy or retirement or the hardest loss  - 

the death of a loved one.  We are not particular 

good at dealing with loss, especially death, in 

today’s world.  In Victorian times, they never 

spoke about sex but were far more comfortable 

discussing death.  Today, the media seems to 

spend a lot of time talking about sex, but avoiding 

the subject of an individual’s death or an individual 

grieving process. 

You only have to look at the emotional 

outpouring of corporate grief following the death 

of a celebrity such as Princess Diana or most 

recently David Bowie - to see that society is 

looking for an outlet to express grief that we 

suppress on an individual basis.  Recently, a young 

widow spoke to me about how she sensed that 

her friends did not know what to say to her and 

that they now seemed to be avoiding her.  Frankly, 

we just don’t deal well with loss and I hope the 

following observations which I have learnt in the 

past year might help both those currently in pain 

following a loss and those that are seeking to 

comfort others.   

These observations show the difference between 

God’s way of grieving and the world’s.  These 

thoughts have come to me as I have walked 

alongside people in their pain, read books and 

scripture on the subject of grieving, prayed in my 
quiet times with God (often asking the question 

“Why God, Why?”), and finally, and sometimes 

painfully, reflected on my own handling of loss in 

my own life. 

St Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 4:13: Brothers and 

sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about 

those who have died, so that you may not grieve like 

other people who have no hope. The verse suggests 

there's more than one way to grieve and the 

whole reading suggests a hopeful approach. 

Society’s way of grieving today tells us to bury our 

feelings, replace our loss, grieve alone, let time 

heal and let death have the last word.  When we 

experience the pain of the loss of someone close 

to us, we are distraught and busy ourselves with 

things.  We sort out stuff or fill our diaries.  In the 

world today there are many opportunities to bury 

our feelings deep and seek to replace our losses - 
go on holiday, move house or buy a dog.  And if 

we can’t bury our emotions, then we certainly do 

not bring other people down with our grieving - 

we must have a stiff upper lip and grieve behind 

closed doors.  Grieve alone.  After all, if we bury 

our feelings, replace our loss with busy-ness and 

cry alone, then surely, as the saying goes, time will 

heal us.  But often it doesn’t. 

The anniversaries, birthdays, Christmases and 

Easters are still painfully hard and we still long for 

our loved one - maybe not even mentioning it to 

others in our loneliness.  Finally, and most 

brutally, worldly grief says that death has the last 

word.  Is this the grief that your loved one would 

want you to have? And if that is the world’s way - 

what is God’s way?  If the world calls you to bury 

your feelings, then God's approach is exactly the 

opposite. He says to feel your feelings and express 

them.  Don't stuff, bury, deny, discount, or put on 

a false face of bravery.  1 Thessalonians 4:13 

contains the word: grieve.  Don't grieve 

inappropriately, but grieve.  There is hope beyond 

grief if you work through grief. 

One day Jesus hears that his close friend, Lazarus, 

had died.  Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and 

Martha, were special friends to Jesus.  Jesus travels 

to the town where he meets the sisters.  The 

crowd is waiting, holding their breath, wondering 

what the Son of God is going to do when he 

stands outside the tomb of one of his closest 
friends.  The Scripture says, "Jesus wept.” 

 



20 

Those two words speak volumes about our 

response.  I think people all over the world and 

throughout history would be well-served by 

watching Jesus weep.  It might give them 

permission to weep.  Weeping is called the 

language of the soul, the cleansing river of 

emotional release.  God’s way is to cry.  He says, 

‘Look how my son, Jesus Christ, responded to a 

searing loss.  He wept’.  Tears are God’s gift to us, 

our holy water, and they heal us as they flow. 

Next, take the world’s call to replace the loss as 

soon as you can, to turn the page or fix it quick, 

to move on and not to hang out in sad places.  

Scripture teaches exactly the opposite.  God's way 

is to say - don’t just replace the loss, review the 

loss.  Hang out in the sad place long enough to 
allow the full effect of the loss to settle into your 

soul.  This means be kind to yourself during this 

process - reduce radically the pace of your life - 

be less busy - give space and time to grieve.  Talk 

about your hurt openly, think about it thoroughly, 

write about it reflectively and pray through it.   

Come to St Barnabas’ or St 

Nicholas’ and light a candle and 

sit in your pain.  It’s only 

natural to want to run from it, 

but to recover, we have to go 

through the pain.  That is 

God's way. 

The next observation is that 

the world expects us to grieve 

alone.  God's approach is again, 

exactly the reverse: "Grieve in 

community”. The Bible has 

hundreds of texts urging the 

broken-hearted to band 

together with family and 

friends in order to grieve as 

one.  Jesus, when his upcoming 

death was looming large in his 

mind, grabbed Peter, James, and John, and he said, 

Come to a quiet place with me.  A loss is coming, 

and I need some brothers around me.  So pray 

with me, and hold me up. 

The world’s approach is that time will heal - God's 

way is that only the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 
will heal.  Buried pain leaks into our emotional 

systems and causes havoc there.  It can distort our 

perceptions of life, and taint our relationships.  

Only the Holy Spirit - not time - can heal us.  That 

doesn't mean you're not going to carry some 

scars.  One of the best quotes from the books I 

have read comes from Elisabeth Kubler-Ross (who 

has written extensively from her experiences in 

hospice work).  She comments that You will not 

‘get over’ the loss of a loved one; you will learn to live 

with it.  You will heal and you will rebuild yourself 

around the loss you have suffered.  You will be whole 

again but you will never be the same. 

Finally, the world tells us that in grief - death has 

the final word.  God's way says, O No  - death 

doesn't have the last word -  Life and His Love are 

the eternal words - death was defeated on the 

Cross by Jesus Christ. 

So if you are mourning at the moment, as you face 

the coming days, weeks, months and years - grieve 

with tears, be kind to yourself and do not try to 

move on too quickly.  Friends and family of those 

who grieve do not let them do so alone but grieve 

together, keeping talking and being there for one 

another.  Know that if you ask, the Holy Spirit can 

help erase the hurt, but not the scars. 

 

Just this past week, I had the privilege to be with 
the wonderful Thompson family who are very 

much still coming to terms with the loss of a 

loving husband, dad, grand pops and friend - 

Lyddon ‘Don’ Thompson.  Yet they are going 

through that pain together.  This week, I blessed a 

weightlifting bar in the K2 Gym that was 

purchased by Lyddon’s friends and family.  Again 

there was laughter and tears as we all grieved in 

God’s way - not the world’s way – and I’ve shared 

here a picture from that moving event. 

Steve Burston  
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MOTHERS’ UNION  
A happy New Year to you all!   

Our Mothers’ Union branch has just enjoyed our 

New Year Dinner at the Restaurant at Crawley 

College where great fun was had by all.  Coming 

up next, it’s Shrove Tuesday.  The Mothers’ Union 

District Shriving Service will be held this year at St 

Barnabas’ on the 9th February. 

The practice of Shriving started in the Middle Ages 

at the beginning of Lent.  It was a time for fasting, 

cleansing of your sins and repenting in readiness 

to be accepted back into the Church at Easter.  

The fasting was taken very seriously and people 
gave up the eating of meat, poultry, eggs and dairy 

products. There were practical reasons behind 

this as well, as any farmer would tell you, cows 

need to be “dried off” before calving and eggs left 

under the hens for a new lot of chicks. 

Today, we try and give up biscuits, chocolates or 

anything we love to eat.  However, have you tried 

giving up your time? You could spend some time 

reading more of the Bible or in prayer. There are 

many ways of giving more of your time to God. 

Please come and join us at our Shriving Service at 

St Barnabas on the 9th February 10.30 am and 

stay to share 

Scotch Pancakes 

and lots of 

different 

toppings with tea 

and coffee.  

 

On February 25th, we have 7.30pm Eucharist, but 

this time followed by our AGM as well as cheese 

and wine.  Do come along. 

On Thursday 31st March., we shall be watching a 

DVD which will be followed by the evening 
service of Compline.  We also hope to have a 

raffle that evening.   

We would like to emphasise that anyone and 

everyone is very welcome to join the MU.  Our 

branch meets on the last Thursday of every 

month.  We always start in the Pastoral Centre 

(St Barnabas’) at 7.30pm.  There is a wide-ranging, 

interesting programme and refreshments are 

always served during the evening. 

Come and join us! 

Ann Phillipson and Mary Fry 
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Answers to Quiz on page 28 
 

Note that N, S, E, W = (liturgical) North, 

South, East, West 
1. The Revd. Leonard Norman Phillips 

(see ledger slab to N of the altar in 

the N porticus) 

2. Mary Norman (W wall of S porticus); 

Gilbert East Joliffe (S nave wall near 

font); William Lambe (N nave wall 

near font).  They indicate resurrection 

and eternity. 

3. The right quatrefoil in the window in 

the S wall of the S porticus 

4. Sir Robert Heath (see memorial on N 

wall above the pulpit). 

5. The Choir, whose W gallery was the 

gift of The Late Revd. Anthony 

Lynton. 

6. Thomas Whitfeld (memorial on E wall 

of N porticus). 

7. Bysshe Shelley (memorial at W end of 

N nave wall). 

8. Elizabeth Whitfeld. (memorial W wall 

of N Porticus). 

9. Wing Commander Hugh Gordon 

Malcolm.  Buried in Beja War 

Cemetery, Tunisia, December 1942. 

10. Stained Glass memorial to GLJ and 

GAJ (1944/55) in window on E wall of 

N porticus, above the altar). 

 

RESURRECTION  
  

A spring sun 

lights the landscape 

in Cezanne colours: 

blues and golds, 

azure, amber, cobalt, ochre. 

A lone tower across ploughed earth, 

and shingled estuaries of muddied gulls, 

proclaim 

this unpeopled stretch of stillness 

Suffolk. 

The coast wind is keen 

but the sun, bright and strong, 

warms the skin and dazzles the eyes 

of creatures newly awake from hibernation. 

The air, painfully clear, 

gives freshness 

to the budding fingers of trees 

stretched to the skies on every horizon. 

Fastidious pheasants 

absent-mindedly patrol verges; 

dashing rabbits 

make quick exits; 

exultant larks give new voice to the fields 

whilst goldfinches charm the bushes to new leaf. 

Silently we gaze, 

joining this natural congregation 

in anticipation 

of the promise 

to come. 

Linda Eells 
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A churchwarden went to the police station 

to see the burglar who had slipped in and 

out of the church during Evensong. 

“You’ll get your chance in court.” said the 

desk sergeant. 

“I don’t want revenge,” said the man.  

“I want to know how he got out of the 

service early without the vicar noticing - I’ve 

been trying to do that for years!” 
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REFLECTIONS  
IN THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 
CHRISTIAN UNITY 
 

Based on a sermon marking the start of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity in Rochester Cathedral to 

the King’s School by Revd Gordon Parry, Director of 

the School Chaplains and Leaders Association. 

Designating a week as the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity may seem something of an 

irrelevance to you.  It was first designated as such 

in 1908 by a group from the Franciscan Order of 

monks and nuns and it sits between the Sunday on 

which we recall the ‘commissioning’ of St Peter by 

Christ and the following Sunday when we 

celebrate the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul 

and the ‘Damascus Road’ experience he had when 

he realised through a vision from God, that his 

persecution of the early Church had to be ended 

and his mission completely turned around.  You 

might also think of this week perhaps as 

something of an irony when so much that 

separates different branches of the Christian 

Church, even single denominations of it, feature 

prominently and regularly in the media.  It’s not 

only embarrassing to many but is also surely an 

affront to what Christ had in mind when he made 

the statement about Peter’s foundational role in 

the building of the Church:  

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 

build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven. (Matthew 16: 18-19) 

Nevertheless, Christ knew that he was dealing 

with flawed human beings and he knew that Peter 

was one of them.  Peter, however, wasn’t having 

any of it.  He knew that Christ was the Messiah 

and so he proclaimed on the Mount of Olives, 

after the Last Supper and just before Christ’s 

arrest: Though all become deserters because of you, I 

will never desert you.   (Matthew 26: 33) 

Christ’s reply was very direct.   

Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, 

you will deny me three times.    

(Matthew 26: 34) 

Peter’s denial is recorded in each of the four 

Gospels.  After Christ’s arrest, having completely 

denied all knowledge of Christ to three separate 

enquirers, Peter remembered what Christ had 

said to him: And he went out and wept bitterly.  

(Matthew 26: 75).   

How many times are we ourselves caught up with 

regret, remorse or self-criticism of a wrong 

decision or action we took and wonder what took 

hold of us?  This is particularly true within social 

media where a hurtful comment or an unwise 

photograph can have consequences far, far more 

damaging than ever was the intention.  Two 

relatives of mine, intelligent, responsible, reflective 
adults have remained for many months locked in 

conflict and denial over a hurtful exchange of 

notes through email and on Facebook. 

Critical observers of religion frequently point out 

just how individuals who claim to be religious and 

who may well have significant roles with the 

Christian Church or in other religions are 

themselves unable to live up to the high standards 

that their religion expects from them.  The 

relentless identification and, in some cases, trial 

and sentencing of named individuals has received a 

great deal of publicity over recent years and it is 

right that old wrongs be identified and the hurt of 

victims addressed.   

Religious faith, however, has never claimed to 

insulate or inoculate believers against evil or 

inappropriate behaviour.  If it did then much of the 

atrocious behaviour promulgated in Northern 

Ireland in the name of Christianity or the present, 

monstrous activities of the so-called Islamic State 
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would never have taken place.  What religious 

faith can do and often does, however, is to give us 

a yardstick against which loving, forgiving, healing, 

conciliatory and constructive behaviour may be 

built up.   

Judged against this yardstick, each of the world’s 

monotheistic faiths, Christianity, Islam and 

Judaism, leaves much to be desired and much 

shame has come of it.  Yet the foundational 

charitable impulses and initiatives for social justice 

in our nation have come from the moral teachings 

of Christianity which today are under such threat 

from the dehumanizing pressures of materialistic 

consumption and individualism (‘me first’) that so 

dominate our present economic and political life.   

If you find this strange, just think of the media 

attention that has been given to the performance 

of our major retailers over the Christmas and 

New Year period compared to the relatively low-

key coverage of acts of charity and love that go 

on, often little noticed, up and down our country 

and across the world.  Our supposed love of fame 

and wealth, stoked up by particular TV 

programmes, is becoming completely out of hand.  

Here is a question for you to discuss.  Why is it 

that a TV journalist who reads to the ‘News’ is 

paid up to thirty time as much as a nurse? 

Basic instincts and obsessions of human beings 

that can so easily come to drive elements of our 

behaviour are likely to destroy moral ideals, 

however cogently presented.  Last year’s coverage 

of the Holocaust Memorial Day featured an 

account by a Jewish survivor, Freddie Knoller, 

who talked about the utterly selfish, dehumanising 

behaviour to which he was reduced whilst in the 

concentration camps, including Auschwitz.  He still 

seeks forgiveness for his behaviour and is haunted 

by remorse.   

Then there is the novel by William Golding ‘Lord 

of the Flies’.  The central characters of that book 

are a ‘society’ of boys, stranded on a remote 

island after the plane carrying them from nuclear 

catastrophe at home crashes on to the island.  

They gradually descend into anarchy, despite the 

efforts of Ralph and some of his friends to 

preserve a coherent, protective community, and 

after killing one of the weaker members, the most 

aggressive group then pursues Ralph, setting fire 

to the island’s vegetation in order to smoke him 

out.  The smoke of the fire – a powerful symbol of 

final chaos – draws the attention of a passing 

warship and whilst Ralph rushes headlong across a 

beach in order to avoid capture and death, he 

finds himself at the feet of a British naval officer 

who declares  

I should have thought that a pack of British boys – 

you’re all British aren’t you? – would have been able to 

put up a better show that this – I mean. 

The boys were all members of a Cathedral Choir 

School! 

Despite all of our moral and behavioural frailties, 

we can make a positive difference to the world – 

as Peter certainly did.   

Isn’t this a promise that, despite all the terrible 

setbacks that are experienced in the world and 

which are exacerbated by human behaviour, it is 

possible to work towards heavenly values, where 

forgiveness, compassion and love predominate?  In 

terms of Christian witness, all these positives have 

a heavenly dimension and heaven remains a really 

powerful reference point for all kinds of people 

whose active sense of religion may be deeply 

hidden or indeed denied but who still retain a 

sense of ‘the other’ the beyond’ ‘the spiritual’ or 

simply ‘a better place’ to which we can go after 

our earthly life.   

So in this week of Christian Unity, which perhaps, 

appears more relevant than ever, I pray for all 

who are currently responsible for major decisions 

in the world and for everyone who needs courage 

in the face of their own personal and societal 

challenges that God will bless us and give us the 

resolution to do good.  

 Revd. Gordon Parry  

  Saturday 12th March, 19:30              Picula in Concert    St Nicholas Church 
                             Harp, Clarinet and Voice 

 
 
Tickets £10 and can be bought at the Olive Tree,         Proceeds to the Olive Tree Cancer charity 
on the door or via www.facebook.com/piculaconcert/ 

                                                                      

http://www.facebook.com/piculaconcert/
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POSADA TRAVELS 
In our Parish during Advent, we have a 

POSADA, or travelling nativity set, which 

people can have in their home for a short 

while before passing to another “host”. 
 

Once again it was lovely to have one nativity 
travel with our Messy Church families and the 

other set of figures moving amongst other homes 

from Pound Hill through Maidenbower to Ifield 

and Worth.  The ten characters in each set are 

Mary, Joseph, two sheep, an oxen, a donkey, three 

wise men and of course their guardian angel.  

They have been made of wood by street children 

in Guatemala.   

The travellers did not have to move on every day, 

as there were not that many people signed up but 

as it was raining most days, this saved them from 

getting soaked before arriving at St Nicholas’ & St 

Barnabas’ churches on Christmas Eve to be with 

the baby Jesus in time for the 4 o’clock Crib 

Services.   

It is always good to meet up with old friends on 

these travels but it is also great to find new friends 

and show them what a wonderful story the 

travellers have to tell.  If you did not join our 

group to host this time, perhaps we can 

encourage you to do so next Advent.  I know it is 

a long time away but time flies when you are 

having fun, so pop a note in your diaries now to 

sign up in October and enjoy the friendship and 

hospitality our POSADAs bring –as it symbolises 

everything that Christmas should be - welcoming 

people and Jesus into your hearts and homes, not 

just at Christmas but forever! 

Joan Tick 

 

This page shows some of the write-ups that were 

in the Diary that accompany the travellers this 

year… enjoy…. 

 

 ‘A joyful welcome to the travellers to our home 
and once the girls were in bed, the travellers spent 

a peaceful night!’ 
 

 

 ‘Filomena’s children set us up in our new abode.  
The dogs looked on and it was warm and peaceful.  
Everyone thought about people who, like us, are 
travelling, especially those fleeing from Syria.’  
 

 

 
 

 ‘We had fun watching the Lewis family decorate 
their Christmas tree, they put chocolates on it.’ 
 

 

The children set us up in our new home.  The dogs 
looked on and it was warm and peaceful.’ 

 

FUNNIES 
Seen in concert programme:      The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession. 

 

And from other parish magazines:   The Revd Jones spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience. 

                                 On Easter Sunday, we will ask members of the Mothers’ Union to lay eggs by the altar. 
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PARISHIONER PROFILE - STEWART SOLE
Stewart was born in Hayes in Middlesex, one of 

three children.  He went to a Church of England 

Junior School where the Headmaster was also the 

Organist and Choir Master of the local Church - 

St Mary’s – where Stewart was a treble 

from September 1953 

until December 1960.  

Not many boys sing 

treble for seven 

years!   

The family moved to 

Horley at the end of 

1960 and Stewart 

joined the church choir 

of St Francis’ Horley as 

a tenor, at the tender 

age of 15.  He remained 
with that choir for 

about five years, after 

which for about fifteen 

years, romance, 

engagement, marriage 

and children competed 

with church attendance.  

In 1978, the family moved 

to Kelso Close, Worth so St Nicholas’ was now 

their local church.  After Stewart became a single 

parent, and Janine and Christopher were 8 and 6 

respectively, Stewart was able to become part of 

St Nicholas’ church choir.  This was September 

1982 and on arrival, he found three competent 

tenors but no bass.  As Stewart could actually sing 

bass, he offered to sing that line which was 

appreciated by Steve Tanner, the organist at that 

time.  Although there were more than a dozen 

boy trebles, the choir had no alto and so Shirley, 

Steve’s wife, sang that line when needed. 

The two photos on this page show Stewart singing 

in St Nicholas’ choir, and also Stewart from the 

“viewpoint of a grandchild” as it was taken by his 

granddaughter Amélie! 

Stewart remained singing bass in St Nicholas’ 

church choir until 2nd February 2014, when he 

retired.  He sang with nine or ten different 

Directors of Music including Alex Hiam, Nicholas 

Smith, Richard Jenkinson, Joy Williams, Simon 

Morris, Neil Cartwright and, of course, Steve 
Tanner.  Janet McCleery supported Simon Morris 

as Organist in the 1990s.  Stewart had known 

Simon Morris since his time at St Francis’ Church 

in Horley where young Simon had been singing 

treble!  Stewart remembers that Simon was 

beginning to play the organ then. 

 

 

 

An interesting memory Stewart has from the late 

Eighties is a choir weekend in the Lake District, 

which was organized by Neil Cartwright. He had 

arranged for St Nicholas’ choir to sing Choral 

Evensong at Hawkshead Church.  The surprise 

was that that the organist for the service was 

none other than Simon Morris whom Stewart, by 

this point, had not seen for twenty years. 

Although Stewart has retired from singing now, he 

has fond memories of singing in St Paul’s 

Cathedral, as a treble, and at St Alban’s, 

Chichester and St Peter’s, Brighton, as a bass. 

Stewart’s favourite anthem is John Rutter’s  The 

Lord Bless You And Keep You and his favourite 

Christmas Carol is In Dulci Jubilo by Robert 

Pearsall, which he sang as a treble.  In addition, he 

is very partial to Wake, O Wake! With Tidings 

Thrilling,  the Passiontide hymn to the tune of 

Tantum Ergo  and Love Divine the Blaenwern tune 

only!  All of the above have very interesting bass 

lines, and these have been the back drop of 

Stewart’s musical life for over thirty years. 

Ann Phillipson 
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VIEW FROM A PEW 
My first thought on my contribution to this issue 

was to wax lyrical about the many and varied 

services we have had over the Advent period.  

There was something for everyone, even though I 

could not make them all.  I particularly remember 

the service with a sermon from Archdeacon Fiona 

Windsor during her visit to our church.  She was 

very warm and friendly.  Everyone loves carols 

and we had them in abundance, some for us all to 

sing and others beautifully sung by our talented 

choir.  I missed the usual celebration of the 

midnight service with the packed church.  Instead, 

we were made welcome in an equally packed 

church in West Moors, Dorset where we were 

visiting our parents. 

The reasons why people visit our church is as 
broad as the services over the Christmas period.  

Looking through the visitor book is quite moving 

(and no it wasn’t during one of the sermons!).  

The first thing that will strike you is the number of 

places people have visited us from - Wales, 

Cornwall, Melbourne, Sligo, Weymouth 

Massachusetts, Buffalo New York, Malta and 

Austria to name a few.  Then there are the 

comments: 

“What a wonderful house of God” 

“Married here 1964 and still very happy” 

“Lovely, peaceful, Church” 

“Very relaxing” 

“Married here 24 years ago today“ 

“R.I.P Mum, a beautiful place to rest” 

“Visiting from Australia - I was Christened here  

18 years ago” 

It is wonderful to see this record of people from 

all corners of the world appreciating the legacy we 

strive to uphold. 

Max Perry 

QUIZ 
This quiz has been sent in by “Church Mouse”. All answers can be found inside St Nicholas’ Church, 

Worth and no ladders are required! 

1. Which former Rector of Worth was awarded the Croix de Guerre? 

2. In a dream the ouroboros inspired August Kekulé to describe the structure of 

benzene.  Three memorials at Worth bear the ouroboros: who do they 

commemorate, and what does the symbol mean here? 

3. Where can you see the Pelican in Her Piety (pecking her breast to feed her chicks 

with her blood)? 

4. Who was (sic) “Solliciter to the King”? 

5. Who, as a gift of whom, went up in the world in 1610? 

6. Who exhorts us to believe, repent, hope, love, pray, hate to sin, and renounce the 

world? 

7. Who died of smallpox at the age of 38? 

8. The catalogue of worthy women includes who? 

9. A holder of the VC is remembered at Worth, but where is he buried? 

10. The Holy Spirit in the form of a Dove appears to be involved in a Red Arrows 

flypast.  Where? 

Answers can be found earlier in the magazine – don’t cheat! 
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CROSSWORD 
   

Down 

2. Having been made devoid of contents. (7)   

3. A fine, smooth, tightly twisted thread spun 

cotton, used especially for hosiery.(5) 

4.The partition which separates the sanctuary 

from the body of the church where the Holy 

Sacrament is administered.  (9,4)  

5. A self-contained Christian community: a 

Christian religious community whose members 

remain physically within it (8,5)  

6. “Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and 

the ------- a nest for herself, where she may lay 

her young” Psalms  (7)  

7. Enforced removal from one's native country 

(5) 

13. Leading the life of a person without a fixed 

domicile; moving from place to place. (7) 

15. Beaming; emitting light or heat. (7) 

17. One of the largest volcanoes in Japan (8,340 

feet) in central Honshu near Nagano (5) 

19. A jewelled headdress worn by women on 

formal occasions (5) 

 

Across 

1. Writer of “cautionary tales” e.g  “Matilda who told 

lies”.(6) 

5. Major feast of the Christian calendar. (6) 

8. “---- Dei”; Roman Catholic organisation. (4) 

9. Footwear worn by native Americans. (8) 

10. Italian musical term meaning “hold back”. (8)  

11. Emblem of St David and Wales. (4) 

12. “O come, O come, -------, Who in thy glorious 

majesty, From that high mountain clothed in awe, 

Gavest thy folk the elder Law.” Hymn (6)  

14. Martyr whose relics are kept at Brookwood 

cemetery near Woking. (6) 

16. “Is there no ---- in Gilead; is there no physician 

there?” Jeremiah (4) 

18. The middle of the day. (8) 

20. “And Mary said, Behold the -------- of the Lord;  

be it unto me according to thy word.” (8) 

21. “Cast me not ---- from thy Presence” Church 

Anthem by SS Wesley. (4)  

22. A collection of things wrapped or boxed together, 

a package delivered by the Post Office. (6) 

23. Bridge in Venice over the Grand Canal. (6) 

To enter prize draw, 

send name, contact 

details and your answers 

before March 10th to 
parishmag@outlook.com 
or to Parish Office, St 

Barnabas’ Church, 

Worth Road, Crawley, 

RH10 7DY 
 

Name: ___________ 

 

Contact 

________________ 

 

 

 
Answers will be posted to 

website on March 14th at 

worthparish.org/2016/01/20/

crossword 

mailto:parishmag@outlook.com
https://worthparish.wordpress.com/?p=107158&preview=true
https://worthparish.wordpress.com/?p=107158&preview=true


 

USEFUL NUMBERS 
100 Club Parish Office 

0300 

111 

8150 

Administration (Parish) Christine Berger 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
Bell Ringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Pastoral Centre, Church) 

etc) 

Parish Office 

Buildings and Facilities  

Charities and Community Activities Canon Anthony Ball 

Children’s Society Brenda Booker 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) 

Choir) 

Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell  

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell, Sheila Dring  

Sheila Dring 
Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) VACANT 

Discipleship Committee Revd Steve Burston 

Events (Parish) Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children Work Revd Steve and Liz Burston 

Fellowship Activities Joan Tick 

Festival Choir (occasional) Alex Hiam 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas Colin Smith 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Gill Gusterson 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Magazine  Elizabeth Whyman 

Messy Church Liz Burston 

Mission Committee Canon Anthony Ball 

Music (incl. Choirs) Alex Hiam 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Office (Parish) Sue Perry 

Pastoral Assistants Co-ordinator Canon Anthony Ball 

Pastoral Centre  

PCC Chair Canon Anthony Ball 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Secretary Christine Berger 

PCC Treasurer  Stephen Edwards 

PCC Vice Chair Phyl Pennell 

Plugged In (Friday Youth Group 7-9pm) Revd Steve Burston 

Safeguarding Officer Sheila Dring 

St Barnabas’ Committee  Phyl Pennell 

St Nicholas’ Circle Max Perry 

St Nicholas’ Committee Canon Anthony Ball 

Sunday School (St Barnabas’) Liz Burston 

Sunday School (St Nicholas’) Joan Tick 

Switched On (Sunday Youth Group) Liz Burston 

Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am) Jenny Dobson 

Website / Facebook / Twitter Elizabeth Whyman 

Weddings / Baptisms / Funerals Parish Office 

Worth Choir (St Nicholas’) Alex Hiam 
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