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Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time after the services, please 

stay for refreshments.  

At the Distribution of Communion all are 

welcome to come to the altar rail to receive a 

blessing or, if baptised, the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our services, and 

there are soft toys and children’s books at the 

back of the church for their use. 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                        at St Nicholas’      

Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Gordon Parry  

09.45 Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Steve Burston 

10.00 Informal Family Eucharist at  

St Barnabas’    

Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball 

11.30 Nic’s All-age at St Nicholas’ 

Presiding: Rev’d Steve Burston 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Next week’s Readings (Lent 1) 

Deuteronomy 26.1-11 

Psalm 91.1-2,9-16* 

Romans 10.8b-13 

Luke 4.1-13 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Rector writes: 

Although the earliest date possible for Easter 

is 22 March that last occurred in 1818 and 

won’t happen until 2285.  In 2008 Easter was 

on 23 March, and we’ll see that again (not!) 

in 2160.  By contrast another 28 March 

Easter (as it is this year) is only 11 years 

away – although that’s just about within the 

time-frame that Archbishop Justin Welby 

hopes for an ecumenical agreement on a 

fixed Easter date.  Disagreements about the 

date of Easter in the early church led to the 

Council of Nicea (in 325AD) deciding that 

Easter should be on the first Sunday after the 

first full moon occurring on or after the 

vernal equinox.  Why?  The full moon is 

linked to the Jewish festival of Passover – 

which was the time of Jesus’ crucifixion.  

Eastern and Western churches still have 

different dates for Easter because the former 

use the Julian calendar to calculate the date, 

whereas the West moved to the Gregorian 

calendar following a papal decree in 1582 

(although, not being keen to be too slavish to 

continental Europe – sound familiar? – the 

UK waited until September 1752 to change).  

In England we actually have a (1928) Act of 

Parliament providing for Easter to be on the 

first Sunday after the second Saturday of 

April – but it has never been implemented.  

All that is a long-winded way of observing 

that Easter is early this year so we only have 

one Sunday of “ordinary time” (green as the 

liturgical colour) between Candlemas and 

Lent.  So, from Wednesday, will you take the 

challenge of doing an act of generosity or 

kindness each day?  Go to 

www.40acts.org.uk  and join the movement.   

Sunday February 7th 2016  

The Sunday next before Lent 



READINGS for the day 

Collect  
 

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed 

in majesty before he suffered death upon 

the cross:  give us grace to perceive his 

glory, that we may be strengthened to 

suffer with him and be changed into his 

likeness, from glory to glory; who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

 
Old Testament Reading –  

Exodus 34.29-35 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As 

he came down from the mountain with 

the two tablets of the covenant in his 

hand, Moses did not know that the skin of 

his face shone because he had been talking 

with God. When Aaron and all the 

Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face 

was shining, and they were afraid to come 

near him. But Moses called to them; and 

Aaron and all the leaders of the 

congregation returned to him, and Moses 

spoke with them. Afterwards all the 

Israelites came near, and he gave them in 

commandment all that the LORD had 

spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When 

Moses had finished speaking with them, he 

put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses 

went in before the LORD to speak with 

him, he would take the veil off, until he 

came out; and when he came out, and 

told the Israelites what he had been 

commanded, the Israelites would see the 

face of Moses, that the skin of his face was 

shining; and Moses would put the veil on 

his face again, until he went in to speak 

with him. 

Psalm 99 

 

 

 

 

New Testament Reading –  

2 Corinthians 3.12 - 4.2 

Since we have such a hope, we act with 

great boldness, not like Moses, who put a 

veil over his face to keep the people of 

Israel from gazing at the end of the glory 

that was being set aside. But their minds 

were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, 

when they hear the reading of the old 

covenant, that same veil is still there, since 

only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to 

this very day whenever Moses is read, a 

veil lies over their minds; but when one 

turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing 

the glory of the Lord as though reflected 

in a mirror, are being transformed into 

the same image from one degree of glory 

to another; for this comes from the Lord, 

the Spirit. Therefore, since it is by God’s 

mercy that we are engaged in this 

ministry, we do not lose heart. We have 

renounced the shameful things that one 

hides; we refuse to practise cunning or to 

falsify God’s word; but by the open 

statement of the truth we commend 

ourselves to the conscience of everyone 

in the sight of God.  

Gospel Reading -  

Luke 9.28-36(37-43) 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and 

James, and went up on the mountain to 

pray. And while he was praying, the 

appearance of his face changed, and his 

clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly 

they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, 

talking to him. They appeared in glory and 

were speaking of his departure, which he 

was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

Now Peter and his companions were 

weighed down with sleep; but since they 

had stayed awake, they saw his glory and 



the two men who stood with him. Just as 

they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, 

‘Master, it is good for us to be here; let us 

make three dwellings, one for you, one 

for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ Peter did 

not know what he said. While he was 

saying this, a cloud came and 

overshadowed them; and they were 

terrified as they entered the cloud. Then 

from the cloud came a voice that said, 

‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’ 

When the voice had spoken, Jesus was 

found alone. And the disciples kept silent 

and in those days told no one any of the 

things they had seen. On the next day, 

when they had come down from the 

mountain, a great crowd met him. Just 

then a man from the crowd shouted, 

‘Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he 

is my only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes 

him, and all at once he shrieks. It throws 

him into convulsions until he foams at the 

mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave 

him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, 

but they could not.’ Jesus answered, ‘You 

faithless and perverse generation, how 

much longer must I be with you and bear 

with you? Bring your son here.’ While he 

was coming, the demon dashed him to the 

ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked 

the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and 

gave him back to his father. And all were 

astounded at the greatness of God. 

Everyone was amazed at all that he was 

doing.  

 

Post Communion Prayer  

Holy God, we see your glory in the face 

of Jesus Christ:  may we who are 

partakers at his table reflect his life in 

word and deed, that all the world may 

know his power to change and save.  This 

we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

Services during next week 
 

St Barnabas’   

Wed. & Fri.  

        09.00  Morning Prayer & Eucharist 
 

Tues. & Thurs.   

        09.00  Morning Prayer 
 

Mon   11.00  Julian Group  
 

Tues.   10.30  Eucharist    
 

Ash Wed. 12.00 Eucharist with  

Imposition of Ashes 
 

Friday 11.30  Stations of the Cross 
 

Sat.  17.00 Evening Prayer 

 

St Nicholas’ 

Tues, Wed & Fri.  17.00 Evening Prayer 
 

Sat. 09.00  Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

Ash Wed. 20.00 Eucharist with   

                 Imposition of Ashes 
 

Thurs. 10.30  Eucharist    

            14.30 Julian Group 

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

1st Sunday of Lent 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

 - St Nicholas’ 

09.45  Sung Eucharist          - St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Family Eucharist       - St Barnabas’ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parish Magazine 

If you come across someone who might 

want to advertise in the Parish Magazine, 

please pass on the email 

magazine@worthparish.org.uk.  

Rates start from just £5 for one issue 1/8 

page black and white, and range through 

to £300 for 5 issues full page, full colour. 

 

Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or phone 

0300 111 8150  Sue 

mailto:magazine@worthparish.org.uk


NOTICES 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre - 2 courses plus tea / coffee - 

£5.50. Please purchase tickets by Feb. 

9th for Feb. 12th at the Centre or phone 

883362 
                 

 

Monday Feb 8th 11 am St Barnabas’ 

Julian Group  

Tuesday Feb 9th 10.30am St 

Barnabas’ Please come and join us for a 

Eucharist and Shriving Service followed by 

Scotch Pancakes & tea/coffee. Looking 

forward to seeing you there. Mary Fry 

Wednesday Feb 10th 15.15 Messy 

Church, Maidenbower Infants School 
 

From Weds Feb 10th Christine Berger 

has resigned as Parish Administrator and 

the Parish Office at St Barnabas’ will 

close until further notice.  Sue Perry 

continues as a Parish Administrator and 

the office telephone will continue to be 

answered 9 to 5 on weekdays (and often 

outside those times!) 

Thursday February 11th 14.30  

St Nicholas’ Julian Group  

Friday Feb. 12th 11.30 Stepney’s 

Coffee Shop, Maidenbower Pavilion. 

Chat and Pray. Chat and Pray is now held 

twice a month on the 2nd and 4th Friday 

of the month. 

 

 

 
 

Ecumenical Lent Course - Opening 

Doors – held at Crawley URC (Worth 

Park Road) on Tuesdays in Lent from 

16 Feb to 15 Mar.  Meet at 7.30 p.m. for 

refreshments.  Course starts at 7.45 p.m.  

Leaders: Pound Hill clergy.   All welcome. 

DIARY NOTES 
 

Friday Feb. 19th 11.30 St Barnabas’ 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday Feb. 26th 11.30 St Barnabas’ 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday March 4th 11.30 St Barnabas’ 

Stations of the Cross 

Lenten soup lunches will be served 

in the Pastoral Centre at 12.15 pm on 

Tuesdays during Lent, 16 and 23 

February, 1,8,15 and 22 March. 

Donations to the Parish World Bank. 

Please support us. 
 

Children's Society Saving' Boxes:  

We are pleased to thank all our 

supporters and advise that the total 

collected from individual savings boxes for 

the year ending 31/12/2015 amounted to 

£469.31.  This sum has been sent to the 

Society. Brenda & Malcolm Booker 
 
 

Recycling 

Remember to place used postage stamps 

(of any nationality) in the collection boxes 

available at the back of both churches, all 

year round. These raise funds for St 

Catherine's Hospice.  
 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 

Friday Feb. 12th 11.30  

at St Barnabas’  

Stations of the Cross 

Held on Fridays during Lent 

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk

