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Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time after the services, please 

stay for refreshments.  

 

At the Distribution of Communion all are 

welcome to come to the altar rail to receive 

a blessing or, if baptised, the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our services, 

and there are soft toys and children’s books 

at the back of the church for their use. 
 
 
 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                        at St Nicholas’      

Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball  

09.45 Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas’ 

Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball 

10.00 Eucharist at St Barnabas’  

Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Steve Burston 

12.00 Holy Baptism at St Nicholas 

Presiding: Rev’d Steve Burston 
 

 
 

 
 

Next week’s Readings (Candlemas) 

Malachi 3.1-5 

Psalm 24.[1-6]7-10 

Hebrews 2.14-18 

Luke 2.22-40 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Rector writes: 

Our New Testament reading today 

continues St Paul’s exploration of the theme 

of unity and diversity in a passage that proves 

remarkably poignant for our common life at 

this time – and not just because we reach the 

end of the Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity.  On Wednesday Bishop Mark and 

Archdeacon Fiona (of Horsham) came to 

discuss the Crawley (& Horsham) Parish 

Review with the PCC.  Careful and often 

profound observations made for a positive 

and engaged meeting in which your PCC 

reps did you proud (and, as the Chair of the 

PCC, I express my thanks to all those who 

came).  Much of the time was spent 

exploring the recommendation that we 

consider whether the church’s mission in this 

part of Crawley would be better served by 

splitting the parish into two or remaining as 

one.  Unity and diversity again.  It was 

encouraging to see how the needs of the 

communities we serve were in the 

foreground – and that the recognition of 

Jesus’ mission (and ours!) offered in today’s 

gospel was the starting point rather than any 

pre-conceived idea of church structures.  

Elsewhere in the Review there were 

concrete recommendations about splitting 

the other three parishes in Crawley and we 

were reassured by the visitors that the 

recommendation had been framed to 

emphasise that it was for us to consider and 

work out the best way forward in our 

context.  Questions of resourcing were also 

discussed and it was clear that the focus our 

current Home Groups are giving to 

identifying and releasing the spiritual gifts of 

diverse members of our congregations to 

collaborate in our common mission was an 

essential first step (ring any bells with the 

Corinthians reading?). Every blessing to you all.

Sunday January 24th 2016  

The Third Sunday of 

Epiphany 
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READINGS for the day 

 
Collect  

Almighty God, whose Son revealed in 

signs and miracles the wonder of your 

saving presence: renew your people with 

your heavenly grace, and in all our 

weakness sustain us by your mighty 

power; through Jesus Christ your Son our 

Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading –  

Nehemiah 8. 1 – 3, 5 - 6, 8 – 10 

All the people gathered together into the 

square before the Water Gate. They told 

the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the 

law of Moses, which the LORD had given 

to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra 

brought the law before the assembly, 

both men and women and all who could 

hear with understanding. This was on the 

first day of the seventh month. He read 

from it facing the square before the 

Water Gate from early morning until 

midday, in the presence of the men and 

the women and those who could 

understand; and the ears of all the people 

were attentive to the book of the law. 

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 

all the people, for he was standing above 

all the people; and when he opened it, all 

the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed 

the LORD, the great God and all the 

people answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up 

their hands. Then they bowed their heads 

and worshipped the LORD with their 

faces to the ground. So they read from 

the book, from the law of God, with 

interpretation. They gave the sense, so 

that the people understood the reading. 

And Nehemiah, who was the governor, 

and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 

Levites who taught the people said to all 

the people, ‘This day is holy to the LORD 

your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all 

the people wept when they heard the 

words of the law. 10Then he said to them, 

‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet 

wine and send portions of them to those 

for whom nothing is prepared, for this 

day is holy to our LORD; and do not be 

grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 

strength.’  

 

Psalm 19.  1 - 6 

New Testament Reading -    
1 Corinthians 12. 12 - 31a 

Just as the body is one and has many 

members, and all the members of the 

body, though many, are one body, so it is 

with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were 

all baptized into one body - Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free – and we were all 

made to drink of one Spirit. Indeed, the 

body does not consist of one member but 

of many.  If the foot would say, ‘Because I 

am not a hand, I do not belong to the 

body,’ that would not make it any less a 

part of the body.  And if the ear would 

say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body,’ that would not make 

it any less a part of the body. 17If the 

whole body were an eye, where would 

the hearing be? If the whole body were 

hearing, where would the sense of smell 

be? But as it is, God arranged the 

members in the body, each one of them, 

as he chose. If all were a single member, 

where would the body be? As it is, there 

are many members, yet one body. 21The 

eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no 

need of you,’ nor again the head to the 

feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ On the 

contrary, the members of the body that 

seem to be weaker are indispensable, and 

those members of the body that we think 

less honourable we clothe with greater 

honour, and our less respectable 

members are treated with greater 

respect; whereas our more respectable 

members do not need this. But God has 



so arranged the body, giving the greater 

honour to the inferior member, that 

there may be no dissension within the 

body, but the members may have the 

same care for one another. If one 

member suffers, all suffer together with it; 

if one member is honoured, all rejoice 

together with it. Now you are the body 

of Christ and individually members of it. 

And God has appointed in the church first 

apostles, second prophets, third teachers; 

then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, 

forms of assistance, forms of leadership, 

various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? 

Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 

work miracles? Do all possess gifts of 

healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 

interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. 

 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 4. 14 – 21 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, 

returned to Galilee, and a report about 

him spread through all the surrounding 

country. He began to teach in their 

synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

When he came to Nazareth, where he 

had been brought up, he went to the 

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his 

custom. He stood up to read, and the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 

him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 

place where it was written: 

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor. He has sent me 

to proclaim release to the captives and 

recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 

oppressed go free, to proclaim the year 

of the Lord’s favour.’ And he rolled up 

the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, 

and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. Then he 

began to say to them, ‘Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.’ 

 

Post Communion Prayer  

Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ is the light of the world: may 

your people, illumined by your word and 

sacraments, shine with the radiance of his 

glory, that he may be known, worshipped, 

and obeyed to the ends of the earth; for 

he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Services during next week 
 

St Barnabas’   

Wed. & Fri.  

        09.00  Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

 

Tues. & Thurs.   

        09.00  Morning Prayer 

 

Sat.  17.00 Evening Prayer 

Wed. 15.00 Messy Church  

 

St Nicholas’ 

Sat. 09.00  Morning Prayer & Eucharist  

 

Tues – Fri.  17.00 Evening Prayer 

 

Tues.   10.30  Eucharist   - St Barnabas’ 

Thurs. 10.30  Eucharist   - St Nicholas’ 

 

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

4th Sunday of Epiphany   

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

 - St Nicholas’ 

09.45  Sung Eucharist       - St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Eucharist                - St Barnabas’ 

18.30  Choral Evensong     - St Nicholas’ 
 

 

The January winners of the 100 Club 

draw: 

£100 Ann Phillipson    No. 24 

£50 Pam Marson        No. 6 

£25 Pam Marson        No. 27 

£25 Sheila Sellar         No. 8 

 



NOTICES 
 

 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre - 2 courses plus tea / coffee - 

£5.50. Please purchase tickets by Jan. 

26th for Jan. 29th   at the Centre or phone 

883362 
                 

 

 

 
 

Sunday January  24th an ecumenical 

service in the Friary, Crawley town 

centre, at 3.00 p.m. to celebrate the 

Week of Christian Unity - Parish 

representation is encouraged, please join 

us. 

 

Wednesday January 27th 3.00pm 

Messy Church meets at St Barnabas 

Church Hall. Everyone welcome. 

 

Friday January 29th Church in the 

Pub 8.00pm at The Coaching Halt, 

Maidenbower, everyone welcome.  

 

January 31st 6.30pm Choral 

Evensong at St Nicholas’ to celebrate 

Candlemas, with music by Sumsion, 

Haydn and Noble. 

 

DIARY NOTES 

 
Thursday February 4th 19.30 St 

Nicholas’ Circle, Pastoral Centre 

Speaker from Aldingbourne Trust talking 

about work with people with learning 

disabilities. All welcome. 
 

Tuesday February 9th 10.30am St 

Barnabas’ Eucharist with ‘Shriving’ 

followed by coffee & Pancakes in the 

Pastoral Centre with the Mothers’ Union,  

Wednesday February 10th: 12.00 St 

Barnabas’ Eucharist with Imposition of 

Ashe.s   

Wednesday February 10th 20.00 St 

Nicholas’ Eucharist with Imposition of 

Ashes. 
 

 

Recycling 

Remember to place used postage stamps 

(of any nationality) in the collection boxes 

available at the back of both churches, all 

year round. These raise funds for St. 

Catherine's Hospice.  

We also collect used ink jet printer 

cartridges and mobile phones which 

benefit the McIndoe Surgical Centre (East 

Grinstead hospital). 

 
Thank yous 

Thanks to those who supported the Quiz 

Night on 16th January. £192.50 was 

raised for church projects. 

 

Children's Society Saving' Boxes: We are 

pleased to thank all our supporters and 

advise that the total collected from 

individual savings boxes for the year 

ending 31/12/2015 amounted to 

£469.31.  This sum has been sent to the 

society. Brenda & Malcolm Booker 
 

 
Please send pew sheet notices to 

pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk or phone 

0300 111 8150  Sue 

 
 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 

Website:  www.worthparish.org  

  facebook.com/WorthParish  

mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

