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A voice came from heaven,  

‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased.” 
 

 

 
                                                                      

        

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time after the 09.45 service, 

please stay for refreshments.  

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail to 

receive a blessing or, if baptised, the 

Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                        at St Barnabas’      
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Steve Burston  

09.45 Parish Sung Eucharist & 

                    Holy Baptism at St Nicholas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball  

 

10.00  NO SERVICE at St Barnabas’  
 

 

 

Next week’s Readings  
 

Isaiah  62.  1 - 5 

Psalm  36.   5 - 10 

1 Corinthians  12.  1 - 11 

John 2.  1 - 11  

 

 

The Rector writes: 

As we come together in the Parish Eucharist 

this morning to recall the Baptism of Christ, 

and to welcome Andrea as a new member of 

the Christian family, it is an appropriate 

time for each one of us to reflect on what 

our baptismal promises mean to us and what 

we do to sustain ourselves on our faith 

journey.  This Tuesday, the first of our new 

Home Groups begins. I use the term ‘new’ 

loosely as we have had the Pilgrim Course 

Group meeting for nearly two years, which 

could well be described as a Home Group. 

Many churches encourage such groups as a 

further opportunity for providing fellowship 

and support to one another as we journey 

through life as well as offering a safe and 

open opportunity for learning more about 

our faith. We are seeking to build on the 

success of our Alpha Course and the 

experience of the Pilgrim Course by now 

offering the chance for all of you to become 

part of a Home Groups (initially there will 

be 4 across the Parish). In baptism we come 

to share in the priesthood of all believers, 

but can often struggle to work out what that 

means in practice.  Often when people make 

a (much needed!) offer to help we have 

listed the different roles that need filling as 

an indicator of where they could be 

involved. We have not always looked at the 

particular gifts or experience of those 

offering their precious time. The ‘new’ 

Home Groups will initially look at helping 

each of us identifying the gifts that we have 

been given (we have ALL been given 

them!) and then how we might nurture them 

and use them at our work, in our homes and 

within our Church family as we live out our 

baptismal calling. The times and locations 

of the Home Group meetings are available 

from the Parish Office, Steve or me. 

Epiphany tide blessings to you all! 

Sunday January 10
th

 2016  

The Baptism of Christ  

First Sunday of Epiphany 

Th 

 



READINGS for the day
 

Collect: 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of 

Jesus revealed him to be your Son, 

anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant 

to us, who are born again by water and 

the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our 

calling as your adopted children; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.    Amen. 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
 

 

Isaiah  43.  1 – 7 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet 

Isaiah. 
 

Thus says the LORD, he who created 

you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O 

Israel:  Do not fear, for I have redeemed 

you; I have called you by name, you are 

mine. When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and through 

the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall 

not be burned, and the flame shall not 

consume you. For I am the LORD your 

God, the Holy One of Israel, your 

Saviour. I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

Because you are precious in my sight, 

and honoured, and I love you, I give 

people in return for you, nations in 

exchange for your life. Do not fear, for I 

am with you; I will bring your offspring 

from the east, and from the west I will 

gather you; I will say to the north, ‘Give 

them up’, and to the south, ‘Do not 

withhold; bring my sons from far away 

and my daughter from the end of the 

earth – everyone who is called by my 

name, whom I created for my glory, 

whom I formed and made.’ 

 
Psalm  29 
 

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT  READING 
 

Acts  8.  14 - 17 
 

A Reading from The Acts of the Apostles. 
 

 

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard 

that Samaria had accepted the word of 

God, they sent Peter and John to them. 

The two went down and prayed for them 

that they might receive the Holy Spirit 
 

(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon 

any of them; they had only been 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 

Then Peter and John laid their hands on 

them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  
 

 

 

GOSPEL 
 

Luke  3.  15 - 17, 21 – 22 
 

A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Luke.  
 

(In the wilderness John proclaimed a 

baptism of repentance.) As the people 

were filled with expectation, and all 

were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be 

the Messiah, John answered all of them 

by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but 

one who is more powerful than I is 

coming; I am not worthy to untie the 

thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear 

his threshing-floor and to gather the 

wheat into his granary; but the chaff he 

will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 

Now when all the people were baptized, 

and when Jesus also had been baptized 

and was praying, the heaven was 



opened, and the Holy Spirit descended 

upon him in bodily form like a dove. 

And a voice came from heaven, ‘You 

are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 

well pleased.’ 

 
 

Post Communion  
 

Lord of all time and eternity, you opened 

the heavens and revealed yourself as 

Father in the baptism of Jesus your 

beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit 

complete the heavenly work of our 

rebirth through the waters of the new 

creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

We welcome to the family of God… 
 

… Andrea Elcombe as she is Baptised  

at St Nicholas’ today. 

“Shine as a light in the world, 

to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

Message from our friend …. 

Isobel Brown has now moved into 

Frances Court, Borers Arms Road, 

Copthorne, West Sussex RH10 3LQ for 

those wishing to visit it her.  

 

 

The Crawley (& Horsham) Review 
has been published and is available to 

view at the back of both churches.  

Bishop Mark and Archdeacon Fiona will 

be discussing it with the P.C.C. on  

January 20
th

   Please let P.C.C. members 

know if you have any views / comments.  

 
 

 
 

SERVICES during next week 
 
 

St Barnabas’   

Wed. & Fri.  

         09.00  Morning Prayer & Eucharist 
 

Tues. & Thurs.   

         09.00  Morning Prayer  

 

 

St Nicholas’ 
 

Sat.  09.00  Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

St Nicholas’ 
Tues – Fri.  17.00 Evening Prayer 
 

St Barnabas’ 
Sat.               17.00 Evening Prayer 

~~~~~ 
 

Tues.   10.30  Eucharist    - St Barnabas’       

Thurs. 10.30  Eucharist     - St Nicholas’ 
 

Sat.   NO WEDDINGS  –      St Nicholas’ 
       

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

Second Sunday of Epiphany   
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

 - St Nicholas’ 

09.45  Sung Eucharist        - St Nicholas’ 
 

10.00  Eucharist                - St Barnabas’ 

11.30  Nic’s All-age          - St Nicholas’  
 

 

Did you know ? 

Our website was viewed about 

35,000 times in 2015. If it were a concert 

at Sydney Opera House, it would take 

about 13 sold-out performances for that 

many people to see it ! 
 

 

 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

 

 

 

January 18
th

 – 25
th

 2016 

 

 



NOTICES 
 

PEW SHEET 

Please send details of all Notices, to 

Sue  at  pewsheet@worthparish.org.uk 

or  telephone   0300 111 8150   from 

today, to reach her by midday on 

Wednesdays.   Thank you.  

 

 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre -  2 courses plus tea / coffee - £5.50               

Please purchase tickets by Jan. 12
th

  for 

Jan. 15
th
   at the Centre or phone 883362 

                 

 

The Pastoral Centre has reopened   

Please do pop in for a drink, light 

refreshment & chat. 
 

Monday January 11
th

 – St Barnabas’ 

Julian Group meets at 11.00am  

everyone welcome. 
 
 

Tuesday January 12
th

 7.30pm the first 

one of our New Home Groups begins at 28 

Saxon Road, Worth - anyone wanting to 

attend please contact Rev’d Steve or the 

Parish Office, 0300 111 8150. 
 

Wednesday January 13
th

  3.15pm Messy 

Church meets at Maidenbower Infants 

School. 
 

Thursday January 14
th

 2.30pm Julian 

Group meets in the chapel at St Nicholas’ 

Everyone welcome. 
 

Saturday January 16
th

 7.30pm “Late 

Christmas Quiz’ at St Barnabas’ Church 

Hall, book tickets from Parish Office 

03001118150, £5 per person. If bringing a 

‘Take Away’ please arrive at 7.00pm. 
Please  bring  your  own drinks  &  nibbles 

(glasses/plates/cutlery provided) Come as 

a Team of 6 or join one there. 
 
 

Home Groups: In January four new home 

groups will meet fortnightly on Tuesdays 

(7.30pm), Wednesdays (7.30pm) and 

Thursdays (11.30am).  Contact the clergy 

or Parish Office to express an interest or 

for more information. 
 

 

Postage Stamps 

Remember to place used postage stamps 

(of any nationality) in the collection boxes 

available at the back of both churches, all 

year round. These raise funds for St. 

Catherine's Hospice.  

 
 

DIARY NOTES 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

from January 18
th

  to 25
th

...…..  
 

Sunday January  24
th

 an ecumenical 

service in the Friary, Crawley town 

centre, at 3.00 p.m. to celebrate the Week 

of Christian Unity - Parish representation 

is encouraged, please join us. 
 

Wednesday January 27
th

 3.00pm Messy 

Church meets at St Barnabas Church 

Hall. Everyone welcome. 
 

Friday January 29
th

 Church in the Pub 

8.00pm at The Coaching Halt, 

Maidenbower, everyone welcome.  
 

January 31
st
 6.30pm Choral Evensong at 

St Nicholas’ to celebrate Candlemas, with 

music by Sumsion, Haydn and Noble. 
 

Tuesday February 9
th

 10.30am St 

Barnabas’ Eucharist with ‘Shriving’ 

followed by coffee & Pancakes in the 

Pastoral Centre with the Mothers’ Union, 

all welcome. 

 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 

Website:  www.worthparish.org  

  facebook.com/WorthParish 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

