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Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time after the services, 

please stay for refreshments.  

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail to 

receive a blessing or, if baptised, the 

Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                        at St Nicholas’      
Celebrant & Preacher:  Rev’d Gordon Parry 

09.45 Sung Eucharist  at St Nicholas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Steve Burston 
 

10.00 Eucharist  at St Barnabas’  
Presiding & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball  

 

11.30 Nic’s All-age  at St Nicholas’ 
Presiding: Rev’d Steve Burston 

16.00 Carols for All at St Barnabas’  
Presiding: Rev’d Steve Burston 

18.30 Nine Lessons & Carols  

at St Nicholas’  
Presiding: Canon Anthony Ball  

 

Next week’s Readings  
 

1 Samuel  2.  18 – 20, 26 

Psalm  148  7 - 14 

Colossians  3.  12 - 17 

Luke  2.   41 – 52 

 

 

The Rector writes:-  

Have you every missed a bus or train for 

which you were waiting because you were 

so engrossed in doing (or thinking about) 

something else?  This week I read an 

Advent meditation by Paula Gooder – a 

theologian for whom I have considerable 

affection and respect.  She wrote about two 

kinds of waiting:  an active waiting that 

demands we are alert, with our senses finely 

tuned to what is going on around us, looking 

keenly for the signs of the arrival of that for 

which we wait; and a passive waiting that is 

simply about the passing of time, with 

senses dulled or focused on something else.  

Advent is supposed to be the former, but too 

often we can become so engrossed in 

getting ready for Christmas (writing cards, 

buying presents, planning and cooking 

meals …) that when the great feast comes – 

that moment when we celebrate God 

becoming flesh amongst us – we are so 

tired, or bored or still so focused on those 

preparations that the moment passes us by.  

Let’s not let that happen to us.  Rather let us 

follow the example of Elizabeth and Mary 

in our gospel reading.  Here two pregnant 

women, Elizabeth who has waited almost 

too long for her pregnancy and Mary who 

bears the long-awaited Messiah.  As they 

meet their dynamic, active waiting gives 

over to a deep recognition (shown by John’s 

leaping in the womb) of God’s blessing.  

And, significantly, that recognition flows 

out into praise.   

Paula’s prayer is mine too: “may each one 

of us experience this kind of Advent 

waiting: a waiting that ends not in a 

whimper of exhaustion, but in joyful 

recognition and praise of him for whom we 

wait.    

Every blessing for the rest of Advent and a 

joyous Christmas when it comes  -  Anthony

Sunday December 20
th

  
 
 2015  

Fourth Sunday of Advent  

 



READINGS for the day
 

 

Collect: 

God our redeemer, who prepared the 

Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of 

your Son: grant that, as she looked for 

his coming as our saviour, so we may be 

ready to greet him when he comes again 

as our judge; who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
 

Micah  5.  2 - 5a 

 A Reading from the Book of the Prophet 

Micah. 
 

The LORD says to his people:  

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one 

who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is 

from of old, from ancient days. 

Therefore he shall give them up until the 

time when she who is in labour has 

brought forth; then the rest of his 

kindred shall return to the people of 

Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in 

the strength of the LORD, in the majesty 

of the name of the LORD his God. And 

they shall live secure, for now he shall 

be great to the ends of the earth; and he 

shall be the one of peace.  

  
Canticle: Magnificat   Luke 1.  46 - 55     

or     Psalm  80  1 - 8 

 

Advent is preparation with…. 

Hope, love, joy & peace. 

 

 

NEW TESTAMENT  READING 

Hebrews  10.  5 - 10 
 

A Reading Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews. 
 

When Christ came into the world, he 

said, 

‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not 

desired, but a body you have prepared 

for me; in burnt-offerings and sin-

offerings you have taken no pleasure. 

Then I said, “See, God, I have come to 

do your will, O God” (in the scroll of the 

book it is written of me).’ 

When he said above, ‘You have neither 

desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt-offerings and 

sin-offerings’ (these are offered 

according to the law), then he added, 

‘See, I have come to do your will.’  He 

abolishes the first in order to establish 

the second. And it is by God’s will that 

we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 

for all.  

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
 

 

Luke 1.  39 – 45 [46 – 55] 
 

A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Mark.  

Mary set out and went with haste to a 

Judean town in the hill country, where 

she entered the house of Zechariah and 

greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 

cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, 

and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 

And why has this happened to me, that 

the mother of my Lord comes to me? 

For as soon as I heard the sound of your 



greeting, the child in my womb leapt for 

joy. And blessed is she who believed 

that there would be a fulfilment of what 

was spoken to her by the Lord.’  

And Mary said,  

 ‘My  soul  magnifies  the  Lord, and my  

  spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 

  for  he  has looked  with  favour on  the  

  lowliness  of  his  servant. Surely, from  

  now  on  all  generations  will  call  me  

  blessed; for the Mighty  One  has  done  

  great  things  for  me,  and  holy  is  his  

  name. His  mercy  is for those who fear  

  him from generation to generation. 

  He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the  

  thoughts of their hearts. He has brought  

  down  the  powerful from their thrones, 

  and  lifted  up  the  lowly;  he has filled  

  the  hungry  with  good things, and sent  

  the rich away empty. He has helped his  

  servant  Israel,  in remembrance of  his  

  mercy,  according  to   the  promise  he  

  made to our ancestors, to Abraham and   

  to his descendants for ever.’ 

 

Post Communion  
 

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed 

Virgin Mary to be the mother of the 

promised saviour: fill us your servants 

with your grace, that in all things we 

may embrace your holy will and with 

her rejoice in your salvation; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
 
 
 
 

December 100 Club Prize Draw 
 

 

43      Anthony Ball                 £100.00 

16      Roger & Phyl Pennell   £  50.00 

28      Brenda Booker              £  25.00 

14      Sheila Dring                  £  25.00 
 

Home Groups: In January four new home 

groups will meet fortnightly on Tuesdays 

(7.30pm), Wednesdays (7.30pm) and 

Thursdays (11.30am).  Contact the clergy 

or Parish Office to express an interest or 

for more information. 

SERVICES during next week 

including Christmas 
 
 

St Barnabas’   

Wed. & Fri.  

       09.00   Morning Prayer & Eucharist 
 

Tues. & Thurs.   

        09.00   Morning Prayer  

 

 

St Nicholas’ 

Sat. 09.00   Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

~~~~~ 
 

Tues.    10.30  Eucharist   - St Barnabas’ 
 

Thurs.  CHRISTMAS EVE  

         10.30  Eucharist     - St Nicholas’ 

         16.00  Crib Service -St Barnabas’ 

         16.00  Crib Service - St Nicholas’ 

         23.00 Carols followed by   

                   Midnight Mass -St Nicholas’ 

        23.30 Midnight Mass -St Barnabas’ 
 

Fri.     CHRISTMAS DAY 
      08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                             - St Nicholas’ 

      09.45 Family Eucharist -St Nicholas’ 
 

     10.00 Family Eucharist -St Barnabas’ 

 

Sat.   NO WEDDINGS  –      St Nicholas’ 

       

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

First Sunday of Christmas 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                             - St Nicholas’ 

09.45  Sung Eucharist with Baptism 

                                           - St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Family Service       - St Barnabas’ 
 

Christmas Cash Collections. 

A quarter of the ‘loose cash’ collections 

from all Christmas services will go to each 

of The Rocking Horse, CAP (Christians 

Against Poverty), Mary’s Meals and the 

parish.    

 

 
 
 

PARISH EUCHARIST – 10
th

 January 

9.45 am at St Nicholas’.  The 8.00 am 

(BCP) Holy Communion will be 

celebrated at St Barnabas’ and there will 

be no 10.00 am family Eucharist. 
 
 



 

Instead  of sending Christmas cards 

to other members of the congregation why 

not write a message on a gift label and 

make a donation to our chosen Christmas 

charities. See the boards displayed in 

both churches 

NOTICES 
 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre -  2 courses plus tea / coffee - £5.50               

Please purchase tickets by January 5
th

    

for Jan. 8
th
  at the Centre or phone  883362 

                 

TODAY - Sunday December 20
th

  

St Barnabas’   4.00pm  Carols for All 

followed by refreshments of mince pies & 

mulled wine. Donations of mince pies 

would be welcomed please. 

St Nicholas’ 6.30pm Nine Lessons & 

Carols followed by refreshments of mince 

pies & mulled wine. 

UNWRAPPED gifts of toys, games, 

books etc. suitable for ages 0 - 12years. 

These donations will go to the Golden 

Lions Children's Trust and toiletries, non 

perishable foodstuffs, warm clothing, for 

Crawley Open House. All items must be 

new and unwrapped although donations of 

wrapping paper is also welcome. Thank 

you. Please bring to the following 4.00pm 

services ----- 

St Barnabas’ -  December 20
th

 at Carols 

for All & the Christmas Eve Crib Service 

on December 24
th. 

St Nicholas’ – Christmas Eve Crib Service 

on December 24
th

  
  

Christmas holidays - the Pastoral Centre 

will be open as usual on Saturday  

December 19
th
 but then closed until 

Saturday January 2
nd

 . 

 

A Public Notice about the planned work 

of double glazed windows and door at St. 

Barnabas’ is displayed at both churches. 

The Notice will be displayed until 

December 31
st
 2015.    

 

Footpath at St Nicholas’ 

We are still hoping that the resurfacing 

might be completed before Christmas.  

The footpath may not be accessible on 

December 22
nd 

& 23
rd

 - contact the Parish 

Office for confirmation - 0300 111 8150. 

Thank you. 
 

Christmas is coming, it is not too late ! 

Remember www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

is a great way to raise funds for the Church 

while you shop on the internet.   
 

PEW SHEET 

 After 4.5 years the current compiler of the 

pew sheet is planning to retire at the 

beginning of January 2016.  If you are 

interested in this role please contact the 

Rector or Joan Tick. 

 

DIARY NOTES 
 

The Children’s Society 

Arrangements will be made early in 2016 

for the collection and counting of monies 

in the savings boxes held by supporters of 

this Charity. 
 
 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 

Website:  www.worthparish.org  
 
 

  facebook.com/WorthParish 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

