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Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time after the services, 

please stay for refreshments.  

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail to 

receive a blessing or, if baptised, the 

Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 
 

 

 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                        at St Nicholas’      
Celebrant & Preacher:  Rev’d Gordon Parry 

09.45 Sung Eucharist with Holy Baptism   

                                         at St Nicholas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Gordon Parry 
 

10.00 Family Serrvice  at St Barnabas’  
Presiding & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball  
 

 

 

Next week’s Readings  
 

Jeremiah  31.  7 - 14 

Psalm  147  13 - 21 

Ephesians  1.  3 - 14 

John   1.  10 - 18 

 
 

The Curate writes: 
 

As we approach the New Year – we have 

as a Church gathered on several occasions 

to celebrate the birth of the Hope of the 

World – Jesus Christ. I preached before 

Christmas at St Nicholas, that if we 

choose to really follow the teaching of 

Jesus Christ then -‘how quickly our world 

could change’. Our world could change if 

we said words like I’m sorry to those we 

were estranged from, forgive me to those 

we had wronged, use me, guide me or 

cleanse me to God in order to make him 

the centre of our lives. That is quite a 

challenge, and if you felt that after too 

much Turkey the challenge of the Gospel 

– good news, would simply disappear 

amongst our own over eating and 

tiredness – then think again! Our reading 

from Colossians – doesn’t lower the bar 

so we may in our post-Christmas heavier 

state just limp over it. No it raises the bar 

even higher by issuing us with the 

challenge of the Christian life. ‘Bear with 

one another and, if anyone has a 

complaint against another, forgive each 

other’. Clearly this is written by a man 

that has never spent a Christmas Day with 

the in-laws! But there it is in black and 

white – followed by the words ‘above all, 

clothe yourselves with love, which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony’. 

As Christians the bar seems high and it is 

– for we can only achieve it with the help 

of the Holy Spirit. But if we do aim high 

and invite the Holy Spirit to help us then 

we might also grow as Samuel and Jesus 

grow in wisdom, stature and favour.  

Blessings – Steve 

 

Sunday December 27
th

  2015  
First Sunday of Christmas  

 



READINGS for the day
 

 

Collect: 

Almighty God, who wonderfully created 

us in your own image and yet more 

wonderfully restored us through your 

Son Jesus Christ: grant that, as he came 

to share in our humanity, so we may 

share the life of his divinity; who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.       
Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
 

1 Samuel  2.  18 - 20, 26 
 

A Reading from the First Book of the 

Samuel. 
 

Samuel was ministering before the 

LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His 

mother used to make for him a little robe 

and take it to him each year, when she 

went up with her husband to offer the 

yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless 

Elkanah and his wife, and say, ‘May the 

LORD repay you with children by this 

woman for the gift that she made to the 

LORD’; and then they would return to 

their home. Now the boy Samuel 

continued to grow both in stature and in 

favour with the LORD and with the 

people.  
 

  

 

 

Psalm  148.   7 – 14 

 

 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT  READING 
 

Colossians  3.  12 - 17 
 

A Reading Paul’s Letter to the 

Colossians. 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience. Bear with one 

another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just 

as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 

also must forgive. Above all, clothe 

yourselves with love, which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony. 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called 

in the one body. And be thankful. Let 

the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 

teach and admonish one another in all 

wisdom; and with gratitude in your 

hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs to God. And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him.  

 

 

GOSPEL 
 

 

Luke 2.  41 – 52  
 

A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Luke.  

Every year the parents of Jesus went to 

Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover. And when he was twelve 

years old, they went up as usual for the 

festival. When the festival was ended 

and they started to return, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 

parents did not know it. Assuming that 

he was in the group of travellers, they 

went a day’s journey. Then they started 



to look for him among their relatives and 

friends. When they did not find him, 

they returned to Jerusalem to search for 

him. After three days they found him in 

the temple, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them 

questions. And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. When his parents saw him they 

were astonished; and his mother said to 

him, ‘Child, why have you treated us 

like this? Look, your father and I have 

been searching for you in great anxiety.’ 

He said to them, ‘Why were you 

searching for me? Did you not know that 

I must be in my Father’s house?’ But 

they did not understand what he said to 

them. Then he went down with them and 

came to Nazareth, and was obedient to 

them. His mother treasured all these 

things in her heart. And Jesus increased 

in wisdom and in years, and in divine 

and human favour.  

 
Post Communion  
 

 

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son 

shared at Nazareth the life of an earthly 

home: help your Church to live as one 

family, united in love and obedience, and 

bring us all at last to our home in heaven; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 
 

~~~~~~ 
 

Prayer of St Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of your 

peace; where there is hatred, let me sow 

love;  where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; where there is 

despair, hope;  where there is darkness, 

light; and where there is sadness, joy. 

O Lord, grant that I may not so much seek  

to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to 

Eternal Life.   Amen. 

SERVICES during next week 
 
 

St Barnabas’   

Wed. & Fri.  

        NO   Morning Prayer & Eucharist 
 

Tues. & Thurs.   

         NO   Morning Prayer  

 

 

St Nicholas’ 

Sat.   NO    Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

~~~~~ 
 

Tues.  NO  10.30  Eucharist  
 

 

Thurs. 10.30  Eucharist     - St Nicholas’ 
 

Sat.   NO WEDDINGS  –      St Nicholas’ 
       

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                             - St Nicholas’ 

09.45  Sung Eucharist       - St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Eucharist                - St Barnabas’ 

11.30  Nic’s All-age          - St Nicholas’ 

 

 

Thank you ! 

Stuart Sole sends Seasons Greetings and 

a Happy New Year message to all, with 

thanks for the love, prayers and 

enquiries following his recent heart 

attack. Stuart is home, improving slowly 

and hoping to be with us again early in 

2016. 

Get well soon, Stuart ! 

 

 

Footpath at St Nicholas 

The pathway from the lych-gate has now 

been resurfaced and we offer grateful 

thanks to Frances Reed for her generous 

gift in paying for this project.  

Please be aware, however that the pathway 

may be slippery in the wet until is ‘hardens 

off’. The handrail should be in place next 

year. 

 



NOTICES 
 

 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre -  2 courses plus tea / coffee - £5.50               

Please purchase tickets by January 5
th

    

for Jan. 8
th
  at the Centre or phone  883362 

                 

 

 

Christmas holidays - the Pastoral Centre 

is now closed until 10.30am on Tuesday 

January 5
th  

Please note the change of date  

 
 

A Public Notice about the planned work 

of double glazed windows and door at St. 

Barnabas’ is displayed at both churches. 

The Notice will be displayed until 

December 31
st
 2015.    

 

 

Thank you for all gifts under the 

Christmas trees at both churches. Items 

have been delivered to Open House for 

distribution and toys etc. for the Golden 

Lions Children Trust will be distributed at 

their late Christmas party on  January 3
rd

. 
 

TODAY the weekly Parish Giving 

envelopes are available for collection from 

the back of both churches. Please 

remember to collect yours, thank you. 
 

Thursday January 7
th

 St Nicholas Circle 

meets again at 8.00pm in the Pastoral 

Centre. Charlotte Jones from Trading 

Standards talks about doorstep selling & 

scams; everyone welcome. 
 

PEW SHEET 

 We are grateful to Sue Walshe for her 

generous offer to “have a go” at compiling 

the Pew Sheet from the middle of January 

2016 and feel sure she will find it 

rewarding. 

 

Postage Stamps 

Remember to place used postage stamps 

(of any nationality) in the collection boxes 

available at the back of both churches. 

These raise funds for St. Catherine's 

Hospice (please let us have your stamps 

all year round not only at Christmas time).  

DIARY NOTES 
 

The Children’s Society 

Arrangements will be made early in 2016 

for the collection and counting of monies 

in the savings boxes held by supporters of 

this Charity. 
 

 

 

Home Groups: In January four new home 

groups will meet fortnightly on Tuesdays 

(7.30pm), Wednesdays (7.30pm) and 

Thursdays (11.30am).  Contact the clergy 

or Parish Office to express an interest or 

for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

    PARISH EUCHARIST – 

Sunday January 10
th

 9.45 am at St 

Nicholas’.  The 8.00 am (BCP) Holy 

Communion will be celebrated at St 

Barnabas’ and there will be no 10.00 am 

family Eucharist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 

Website:  www.worthparish.org  
 
 

  facebook.com/WorthParish 
 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

