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CLERGY SERVING THE PARISH 
Rector Revd Canon Anthony Ball 01293 882229 

Associate Vicar Revd James Grant  01293 404127 

Curate Revd Steve Burston 01293 279028 

Assistant Priests 
Revd Canon Roger Brown 01293 520454 

Revd Gordon Parry 07802 432398 
 

 

REGULAR SERVICES AND EVENTS 

Our regular services are shown below and in addition, there is also a calendar on page 31which details 

groups and events happening throughout the next two months. 

 St Nicholas’, Worth St Barnabas’, Pound Hil  l 
Sun 

 

08.00  Holy Communion 
        (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 
 

09.45  Sung Eucharist  

 (Common Worship) 
 

11.30  1st and 3rd Sun of each month  

 Nic’s (Informal Family Service) 

 

 

10.00  1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays  

 Eucharist (Common Worship) 
 

10.00 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month  

 Informal Family Service   

Mon 07.30  Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

 

 

17.00 Evening Prayer  

19.30 Compline at the Vicarage (4th Monday only) 

Tues 07.30  Morning Prayer  

 

10.30  Eucharist 

17.00  Evening Prayer 

Wed 07.30  Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

 

15:00 Messy Church  
 (4th Wednesday in term times) 

17.00  Evening Prayer 

Thu 07.30 Morning Prayer  

10.30 Eucharist  

 

17.00  Evening Prayer 

Fri 07.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 17.00  Evening Prayer 

Sat 08.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 17.00  Evening Prayer 
 

 

Stepney‘s Coffee Shop Maidenbower 
 

Every Fri 
 

11:30  A time to chat over coffee and cake 
 

The Studio Maidenbower Infant School RH107RA 
 

2nd Wed of the 

month (in term times) 

 

15:00  Messy Church@ Maidenbower 

 

Church in the Pub  
 

Last Fri  

of each month 

 

20:00  A pint down the pub with friends in the Coaching Halt, Maidenbower.   

  

 

Worth Parish Office, St Barnabas’ Church, Worth Road, Crawley, RH10 7DY 

0300 111 8150  office@worthparish.org.uk  worthparish.org  facebook.com/WorthParish 

http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
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CONTACT US 
If you have a Baptism, Wedding or general 

enquiry, you can call the office on 0300 111 8150 

or email us on office@worthparish.org.uk.   

Send articles, photos, information and jokes for 

the magazine to magazine@worthparish.org.uk 

You can also find us here: 

   www.worthparish.org 

    facebook.com/WorthParish  

   twitter.com/worthparish 

 

FROM THE RECTOR 
‘It’s the economy, stupid!’ came to be the slogan 

that defined the Presidential campaign that 

brought Bill Clinton to power in 1992.  ‘It’s the 

people, stupid!’ could well be the slogan for a 

parish priest and it certainly contains a profound 

truth about the church.  This edition of the 

magazine certainly brings that home with the 

parishioner profiles, the news and views of so 

many people and a higher than usual crop of 

‘comings and goings’. 

As the magazine goes to print, the announcement 

that James is to move to be the priest in two 

parishes in Shoreham is still fresh.  September has 

also seen three of the Parish’s officers relinquish 

their posts – Siân as Churchwarden, Simon as 

PCC Secretary and Matthew as PCC Treasurer.  

This is but one forum in which I can thank them 

for their contribution to the parish’s life – and, 

similarly, welcome Christine and Mave as Parish 

Administrators and Stephen as PCC Treasurer – 

see page 5 for more information. 

It is not just having the obvious impact of these 

people on my mind that has made me reflect on 

the centrality of ‘people’ and ‘relationship’ to our 

flourishing (as individuals and as a church family).  
In part, the reflection is the fruit of a short retreat 

I undertook at the Monastery in Crawley Down 

following my summer holiday in Spain.  There I 

was reminded just how easy it is for this simple 

truth to get crowded out in the busyness of the 

day-to-day business of parish life.  Events, projects, 

committees, deadlines … all conspire to grab my 

attention and make me feel guilty if expectations 

(whether mine or someone else’s) are not met.   

Since the summer, we have been saying Evening 

Prayer in the narthex/chapel at St Barnabas’ and 

there I see each evening the display board with a 

wonderful collage of people representing 60 years 

of community life.  It is those faces and smiles that 

quietly remind me that the impact of friendships 

established, encouragement shared and time spent 

together will remain long after people have 

forgotten whether x set of minutes or y e-mail 

was done.   

Bishop Mark (of Horsham) will be with us as the 

celebrations to mark the 60th anniversary of the 

building of St Barnabas’ church reach their climax 

on Sunday 4th October (the church was actually 

dedicated by Bishop George Bell on 8th October).  

Sandwiched between those two dates is a rather 

less significant anniversary in the life of the parish 

– that of my institution as Rector.  At one point in 

the service 4 years ago Bishop Mark reminded us 

that it is the duty of the priest to … minister God’s 

love to the members of his parish at every stage in 

their lives.  He is to prepare the baptized for 

confirmation, pronounce God’s blessing on those who 

marry; absolve the penitent, bury the dead and console 

the bereaved.  He works with his fellow Christians in 

the support of those in need, in visiting the sick and 

the prisoners, and in guiding the bewildered and 

anxious.  He then asked me, ‘Will you do these 
things gladly and willingly?’ and I replied, ‘With the 

help of God, I will.’   

I am still trying, God is still helping (with many of 

you being God’s instruments for that help!) and I 

keep failing.  But I do think I’ve got the message.  

Have you? 

 ‘It’s the people, stupid!’  Thanks be to God! 

With my prayers for the flourishing of all your 

relationships, 

Anthony 

 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:magazine@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WorthParish
http://www.twitter.com/worthparish
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NEWS 
WELCOMING NEW FACES
Our advertisement with local Anglican churches 

for a Parish Administrator produced a strong field.  

After the selection panel (Canon Anthony, Revd 

Steve, Sheila Dring and Joan Tick) had interviewed 

5 candidates, Christine Berger and Mave Eshun 

were appointed.  The Parish Office (based at St 

Barnabas’ Church) will now be open from 2-5pm 

each day, Monday to Friday.  Sue Perry will 

continue to answer the Office telephone 9-5 

every weekday (and, as those who call outside 

those hours know, at other times too!) and do 

some of the administration associated with initial 

enquiries.  Mave, who is currently the Parish 

Administrator for Ifield Parish and will continue to 

work there on weekday mornings, begins with us 

on 1st October, working Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday.  Christine will be in the office on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays - starting 23rd October.  

Her current role, which she is leaving in order to 

become our Parish Administrator, is as a 

receptionist and administrator with a local health 

centre. To contact the parish administrators, you 

can call 

the St 

Barnabas’ 

telephone 

number 

directly 

01293 

403163, or 

use the 

details 

shown on 

page 4. 

After more than two years as PCC Treasurer 

Matthew Knight resigned in September.  The PCC 

and many other parishioners are hugely grateful to 

Matthew for the time and commitment he has 
shown in that role.  Stephen Edwards has been 

elected to succeed him.  Stephen is a Chartered 

Certified Accountant, lives in Worth and is the 

father of Lottie (a member of the St Nicholas’ 

congregation and our youth groups).  He can be 

contacted on treasurer@worthparish.org.uk.    

 

CLERGY CHANGES  
We are pleased to announce the appointment of 

Revd James Grant as the next parish priest for the 

parishes of Old Shoreham and Kingston Buci.  

James is currently associate vicar in the benefice of 

Worth, Pound Hill, and Maidenbower.  James will 

be assistant vicar working closely with Canon Ann 

Waizeneker who will have oversight and the cure 

of souls for all the parishes in Shoreham, 

Shoreham Beach and Kingston Buci.  There will be 

a further announcement soon about the timing for 

James’ departure. 

 

BOOK REVIEW
Reignite - Seeing God Rekindle Life And Purpose In 

Your Church, Ian Parkinson, LionHudson, £12.99 

Ian Parkinson shares his experience of partnering 

with God to transform two very different local 

churches.  He weaves stories from his own 

congregations, and draws on his experience of 

ministering in a traditional but declining church, 

revealing what he has done to turn them around.   

The transformation of such churches is critical: 

there are relational links to build on within 

communities; there are resources in place; and 

most importantly, God desires to renew his 

people in their sense of identity, vision, calling and 

anointing, even when they lose their way.   

In order for this to happen, there need to be 

leaders who are enthused and equipped to share 

in God’s vision to be agents of change in the 

church for the sake of the world.  This is 

transformational leadership.  Such leadership 

comes about when we are gripped by a compelling 

vision of how God intends His Church to be, and 

a passion to see it move it forwards. 

mailto:treasurer@worthparish.org.uk
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RESEARCH INTO LARGE CHURCHES  
The Church of England’s Church Buildings Council 

is working with Historic England and other 

partners to find out what challenges are faced 

when managing and caring for historic parish 

churches in England with a floor space of more 

than 1000m2.  They will be focusing on highly 

significant buildings that are expected to provide 

functions beyond those of a typical parish church 

(civic, cultural, ecclesiastical, tourism, etc.) but 

which only have the resources of a parish church.   

The research will try to understand if these 

buildings are harder or easier to maintain than 

smaller places of worship. A representative sample 

of sites across the country will take part along 

with a number of smaller parish churches to 

provide parallel data.  Findings will be published 

this time next year. 

THANK YOU TO OUR BELL RINGERS 
Our bellringers do a fantastic job week in week 

out as well as marking weddings and other special 

occasions.  Bell ringers Caroline Mackenzie, 

Martin Gibbs, David Gilmore, Gerald Sandwell, 

Neil Dobson (C) and Philip Mann celebrated Her 

Majesty the Queen becoming the longest reigning 

monarch in our country's history with a quarter 

peal from the bell tower on Thursday 10th 

September.  Details on 

bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=971553 
 

JOIN THE PARISH GIVING SCHEME 
September has seen Chichester Diocese get its 

3000th member of the Parish Giving Scheme and 

nationwide, the scheme has over 10,000 donors.  

We use this scheme in our parish, because the 

money is safely (and anonymously if you prefer) 

collected by Direct Debit and goes straight to the 

front line, to have a positive impact on our local 

community.  It also saves administrative time 

because donations are much easier to reconcile 

than cash or standing orders, and if appropriate, 

gift aid is added automatically.  If you’re not 

already a member, please email 

treasurer@worthparish.org.uk for the joining 

form. 
 

ANNIVERSARY TEA 
As part of our ongoing celebrations of the 

Diamond Anniversary of St Barnabas' Church, an 

Anniversary Tea was held in the church itself on 
Saturday 5th September. Many thanks to those 

who came to support St Barnabas’.   

The objective of the event was to come together 

as a Parish to party as another step in our 

celebration year.  The fact that £136.20 was raised 

for church funds is a bonus.    

The altar was pushed back and replaced with the 

renowned Margaret Watson and her harp whose 

music made a significant contribution to our event.  

Contact Margaret via www.harpmusic.co.uk. 

I am grateful to: 

 Filomena Resce who organised the table 

decorations and the balloons.  For a small 

fee, Filomena will tell you how to get one 

balloon inside another. 

 Ann Lane who made all the sandwiches. 

 Ann Lane, Gill Osborne and Evelyn 

Nickford for baking and donating cakes. 

 Sue Walshe for donating the beautiful 
roses and orchids.  Maybe it was not a 

coincidence that the flowers were in St 

Barnabas' colours!? 

 Liz and Grace Burston for table laying, 

waitressing and clearing away. 

 Father James who arranged all the tables 
and chairs before the Tea. 

 All the Clergy who served the 'fizz' and 

restored the Church, ready for the Service 

on Sunday.   

And many thanks to those who contacted me to 

say how much they had enjoyed the afternoon. 

Sheila Dring 

http://www.bb.ringingworld.co.uk/view.php?id=971553
mailto:treasurer@worthparish.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/Elizabeth/Documents/Church/Magazine/2015%20Issues/10.2015.Issue/www.harpmusic.co.uk
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  Saturday Markets 
10-11.45am, 7 Nov and 5 Dec 

Baking    Books   Crafts     

Refreshments   FREE ADMISSION 

St Barnabas’, Worth Road, Pound Hill, RH10 7DY 
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The Martins 
Family Funeral Directors 

Truly Independent 

 
Under the personal supervision of 

Peter, Jenny, Debbie and our dedicated team. 
Our family caring for your family. 

 
THE PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

FOR WHICH WE ARE RENOWNED IS AVAILABLE AT 
 

38 - 40 Broadfield Barton, Crawley, RH11 9BZ 
Free parking in front of the premises 

01293 552345 (24hrs) 
IF YOU WISH, ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE 

IN YOUR OWN HOME 
 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 
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    ST BARNABAS’ CELEBRATES 
      OUR 60th ANNIVERSARY YEAR IN REVIEW 
 

 

1955 must have been quite a breathtaking year for 

Pound Hill.  It struck me quite soon as I looked 

through the dates from the laying of the 

foundation stone on the 29th January until the 

dedication by The Rt Revd George Bell, then 

Bishop of Chichester, on the 8th October just 

how quickly the new church and community hall 

had been built.  Construction work moved swiftly 

in the mid-Fifties to build this new neighbourhood 

of Crawley and in 1955, St Barnabas’ Church and 

what is now Crawley URC were both dedicated. 

For our current community in 2015, these two 

dates, 29th January and 8th October have 

bookended the anniversary celebrations.  We 

began with a Commemoration Service giving 

thanks for the continued Christian presence in this 

place and Bishop Richard blessed the new double 

glazed windows and doors of the Pastoral Centre.  

It was fitting to have Bishop Richard with us as in 

1955, Geoffrey Warde, the then Bishop of Lewes, 

was present as the foundation stone was laid.   

During the service we renewed our commitment 

to the life at St Barnabas’ and its mission to the  

 

people of Pound Hill; and, last but not least, we 

launched the St Barnabas’ Anniversary Appeal.   

The summer saw a number of events starting with 

the 60th Anniversary Flower Festival, the Patronal 

Festival on 7th June, the Summer Fair in July and 

the Anniversary Tea in September.  Many thanks 

again to the Events and Fundraising team for their 

tireless work in organising these events.   
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This year, we also held a consultation about future 

building work at the St Barnabas’ site, in the hope 

that this will leave a legacy for the future use of 

the building complex.  The plan is to replace the 

windows of the church with modern double-

glazed windows and to reopen the old entrance 

into the church which was closed when the hall 

was built.  The hall will also see a major revamp 

including new fully-accessible toilet facilities which 

can also be accessed from the church, and a new 

floor in the hall.  We have now handed in an 

application for formal advice from the Diocesan 

Advisory Committee (DAC) for the first stage of 

the process of obtaining a faculty for the 

replacement of the windows in the church.  

Hopefully these will be installed this winter.  The 
PCC have also asked the DAC to give advice on 

future plans for the hall.  For this work we are 

seeking further funding and will hopefully be able 

to carry out some if not all of the proposed work 

in the coming year.   

As I write this, we are looking forward to the 4th 

October service celebrating the dedication of the 

church 60 years ago by George Bell.  We will be 

welcoming the Bishop of Horsham and hopefully 

some old friends who will be returning for this 

special day.  The focus of this year was to look 

back on 60 years of service to the neighbourhood 

of Pound Hill to encourage and recommit 

ourselves to serving the community in the future.   

Part of that will be the work making the building 

fit for the coming decades and making sure that 

future generations will be able to use excellent 

facilities.  However, St Barnabas’ is more than just 

the building – it is the community of Christians 

who meet here, so we have also made an effort to 

make the worship more accessible here.  Two 

family services a month, Messy Church and the 

start of an Alpha Course last month will hopefully 

contribute to us being more intentionally Christ’s 

body in our community. 

Lastly, may I thank all who have contributed 

financially and with their time, talents and effort to 

make this anniversary a success.  I believe we will 

see the fruits of this in the coming months as we 

continue to welcome those who come through 
our doors as well as making sure our community 

of Pound Hill knows we care.   

Pound Hill will continue to change.  Indeed, our 

Parish carries on growing as Forge Wood 

welcomes its new residents.  This pace of change 

is not unlike the 1950s when St Barnabas’ was 

built.  I trust that we are well equipped to engage 

with the changing environment we are placed in 

and pray that we can continue to serve the 

community for at least another sixty years. 

James Grant 

 

A LETTER FROM THE KEFFORDS
In preparation for the Dedication Festival we invited all 

former clergy from St Barnabas’ to join us for the 

service.  Among others, we received this letter from 

Revd Peter Kefford and his wife Crys.  The Revd 

Canon Peter Kefford was at St Barnabas’ from 1981 

and Rector of Worth until 1992 when he moved on to 

be Vicar of Henfield.  Peter and Crys write: 

It was good to get your kind invitation to the 60th 

anniversary celebrations at St Barnabas.  And it 

would have been a lovely idea to have been with 

you all on 4th October.  We have so many 

memories of St Barnabas – leaking roofs and 

hundreds of buckets catching water dripping 

through – the enormous risk of borrowing 

£100,000 in 1985 to put new roofs on the hall and 

create and make watertight the Pastoral Centre.  

To say nothing of some of the fun we had there 

bringing the community back into St Barnabas’.  

And our continuing involvement when we moved 

to Worth – and finding colleagues – Kevin Tingay 

and Steve Barnes – to come and join us in our 

mission, together with Brian Cook and David 

Picken.  Happy days which we look back on with 

much pleasure. 

Sadly, that weekend, we have duties at the 

Cathedral here which we must honour.  So we 

send our good wishes to you all for a happy day 

and some fun time.  Perhaps next time we are 

down South we will make a space to come and 

see how things are today.  September 2016 will 

mark 35 years since we moved to St Barnabas – 

perhaps that merits a visit down and a catch up 

with friends in the parish. 

Do give our good wishes to any who remember 

us – and we send our prayers and good wishes for 

the day itself – and the next 60 years! 

Peter and Crys Kefford 
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PILLARS OF FAITH-ST FRANCIS 
Well, I could have picked a few pillars of faith this 

month – there was Teresa of Avila and then 

Nicholas Ridley (who was burned at the stake 

during the reformation and whose name is given 

to the Theological college I attended in 

Cambridge).  However, when I realized that the 

feast day of St Francis is on the 4th October (the 

anniversary date of St Barnabas) then there was 

no choice to be made.   

I first came across St Francis as a child, hearing 

stories of his love of animals and that was where 

my knowledge remained until I was on a 

pilgrimage from Winchester to Canterbury with 

my fellow vicars-in-training, a year ago.  Sid, one of 

my mates, in between complaining about his 

blisters, said that he was reading this really old 

book about St Francis.  He then told us how St 
Francis’s father was a wealthy silk merchant and 

that like many of us, Francis had lived the high-

spirited colourful life!  However, this all changed 

when he was going off to war in 1204.  Francis had 

a vision that directed him back to Assisi, where he 

lost his taste for worldly life.  He then went on his 

own pilgrimage to Rome where he joined the 

poor in begging at St Peter’s and 24th February, 

1209 he heard a sermon on Matthew 10:09 that 

changed his life; in which Christ tells his followers 

they should go forth and proclaim that the 

Kingdom of Heaven was upon them, that they 

should take no money with them, nor even a 

walking stick or shoes for the road.   

From this sermon, Francis was inspired to devote 

himself to a life of poverty.  His manner of life 

inspired people to follow him and for these 

followers he wrote a rule - ‘To follow the 

teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ and to walk in 

his footsteps’ and the Franciscan Order was 

founded.   

Sid inspired us on our journey with St Francis’ 

stories of poverty and faith in difficult times.  Many 

of the quotes and prayers that have been 

attributed to St Francis have been found to be the 

work of later Franciscans but without doubt they 

have the inspiration of St Francis behind them. So 

on that walk from Winchester to Canterbury, St 

Francis became more than just a figure that was 

kind to animals but as an encouragement to be a 

better human being and follower of Christ. 

Steve Burston 

  SHELLEY COPTHORNE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
Registered Charity No. 306408   

Small grants towards the expenses of college or university courses are available to 
students, under the age of 25 years, who are resident in the Parish of Worth. 

Applications for grants should only be made for courses where a confirmed offer of a 
place has been accepted. 

Application should be by letter, giving brief details of yourself, including date of birth, 
your education and the course you will be undertaking, and addressed to: 

The Honorary Secretary, The Shelley Copthorne Educational Foundation,  
3, Saxon Road, Worth,Crawley, RH10 7SA.   

Applications by 1st November for consideration in the current year 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_God
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BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 

Congratulations to those who were baptised 

since the last magazine came out including: 

 Jenson Ronnie Burdett-Dixon 

 Florence Emily Skeet 

 James Michael Stephen  Clilverd 

 Minnie Isobelle Clark 

 Billie Mae Sandwell 

 William James Pullinger 

 Emily Katie Boyce 

 Riley Paul Taylor 

 Emily Marie Tonna 

 Zachary William Dealhoy 

 Amira Yaghmoorali 

 Albie George Atkinson 

 Darcy-Miles Ross Waller 

 Lillian Rose Doyle 

 Myla Rose Pyett-Mitchell 

 Amelia-Rose Roach 

 Kian Ross Gallagher 

 Izabella Sabine-Grace Killner 

 Jake Joshua Halden 

 Jude Riley Sewell 

 Forde Francis  Hill 

 Frank Joseph Cuthbertson 

 George Stanley Cuthbertson 

 Bobby John Richard Macmaster 

 Jaime-Louise Rene  Hayes 

 Zak William Harrington 

 Nicole Harrington 

 Ella Scott 

 Cruz Maison Scott 

 Isaac James Charles Eagles 

 Chloe Grace Jack 

 Amelia Jane Metcalfe 

 Joshua Robert  Hatcher 

 Holly Hord 

 Thomas Hord 

 Ellie-Mae Hord 

 Hope Arabella Davis 

 Ella Creed 

And also many congratulations to Gene and Laura 

Goodrum who had a blessing at our church, and these 

couples who were married over the summer: 

 Ben Cooper and Emma Jane Keward  

 Damian Parsons and Nicola Wheeler 

 Nicholas McKenzie and Aimee Brown 

 Ian Kirk and Lisa Darling 

 David Finkle and Christina Aiken 

 Ross Ripley and Charlene Bass 

 Michael Dorans and Gemma Ridgewell 

 Daniel Labbett and Sarah D'Alverez 

 Anthony Warren and Emma Williams 

 James Eagles and Shelley Webber 

 Carl Smith and Michele Wolfe 

 Jay Whittle and Janie Bundy 

 John Parton and Kerri Phillips 
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HALL FOR HIRE 
St Barnabas’ Church Hall, Worth 

Road, RH10 7EB 
 

   Available for private functions   
  Hall seats up to 110 people   

  Pastoral Centre seats up to 40    

 Kitchen facilities available 
 

For rates, see worthparish.org/hall-

hire/ 

or call  0300 111 8150 or email 

office@worthparish.org.uk 

Worth & Pound Hill Mothers’ 

Union Committee 

Leader:  Mary Fry 

Secretary:  Pam Newley 

Treasurer:  Simon Morris 

Committee Members: Brenda 
Booker, Joan Tick, Sue Wood 

Speak to any of us for more details 
about the work of the Mothers’ 

Union, what we do in our Branch 
or what happens at Meetings. 

mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
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A TIME FOR EVERY SEASON
For everything there is a season, and a time for every 

matter under heaven’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1, NRSV) 

As an Anglican priest with a high regard for liturgy, 

my first thought when asked to reflect on this 

passage was of the book in our Common Worship 

series ‘Times and Seasons’, which provides 

resources for celebrating the Christian Year.  The 

rhythm of the Church’s liturgical year has an 

appropriately profound impact on rhythm of our 

lives, particularly those lives moulded by a 

Benedictine Rule.  Our rhythm of life, a rhythm of 

prayer, worship and service, connects us through 

time and in eternity to those countless Christians 

who have gone before.   

Sometimes we find the time of life we are in to be 

out of kilter with the current season of the church 
– we may be feeling more of the ‘absence’ of Holy 

Saturday when those around us are experiencing 

Good Friday or Easter Sunday.  But, whilst 

Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection are present 

to us every day, trying to get our heads and hearts 

around this mystery all at once is not easy – 

although the cycle of celebrating Jesus’ passion on 

the weekly anniversary of his resurrection is there 

to help us.  The liturgical year was formed as an 

annual cycle of commemoration was laid over the 

rhythm of the week.  This provided the Church 

with a way of meditating deeply on the successive 

episodes of Christ’s saving life (the temporale of 

the year).  In parallel we developed an annual cycle 

of remembering those whose life bore a particular 

or distinctive witness to the gospel and Christ’s 

passion (the year’s sanctorale).  So, in addition to 

‘holy space’ for reflection on the mystery of 

salvation, keeping the rhythm of the liturgical year 

provides a context for an expression for our 

collective memory – ‘ a way of consecrating our 

human experience of time in the celebration of God’s 

work … a work which is both unrepeatably in time 

and incomprehensibly beyond time.’ (From the 

introduction to Times and Seasons (Church House 

Publishing, 2006) 

Our experience then of ’living’ the rhythm of the 

liturgical year is one of a gradually deepening 

understanding and encountering a means of 

bringing the wisdom of the past into the present 
context of our lives (an expression of anamnesis).  

It is a means of learning and strengthening our 

grasp on Christ’s story and our relationship, in 

time and eternity, with God.  As observed, it may 

be that our current ‘time’ is not matched by the 

Church’s current season - but, as with the 

richness of the psalms, for every time of our life 

there is a season of the church.   

The verses in this passage of Ecclesiastes remind 

us that the seasons of the church and our life are 

inextricably bound up with the ‘times’ of this 

world.  At a time when images of refugees and 

migrants are filling our television screens (and 

hearts!) I find myself drawn to a song from my 

youth.  I was born and first went to school in a 

Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia) racked by civil war.  

One of the songs from that era, ‘When the leaf is 

on the tree’, brought home the truth that as the 
spring came and nature came back to life so too 

the reappearance of camouflage and the possibility 

of hiding in vegetation meant that men would die 

as the fighting resumed.  Nature’s season 

contrasted with human’s (political and military) 

time.  But, again, there was a certain rhythm and 

cycle to the war and violence which, at the time 

to a young child, seemed as inevitable as the 

seasons that came and went.  The rhythm of the 

nation’s life in that context was the demise of Ian 

Smith and the brave new dawn of Robert Mugabe 

… and then the season changed again.   

Now, with a few more years on the clock, I look 

at the terrible events convulsing countries of the 

Middle East in which I have lived and worked and 

wonder about the inevitability of the suffering.  At 

this safe distance, I can be confident that the 

wheel will turn, there will be a solution (even if I 

don’t know what it is) and those who sow with tears 

will reap with songs of joy (Psalm 126), but in the 

meanwhile I am left somewhat helplessly walking 

and praying with my friends in their season of 

despair.  The rhythms of the world, the church’s 

year and our (prayer) lives are intertwined in a 

kind of triquetra.  In our deepest being we know 

that Easter Day does follow Good Friday, and we 

have to keep living the mystery of that rhythm as 

we struggle to understand it. 

This article was commissioned for ‘Listen’, the 

magazine of the Lay Community of St Benedict 
(www.laybenedictines.org) 

Anthony Ball 
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MOTHERS’ UNION BIRTHDAY SPECIAL 
AIMS AND ORIGINS 
As we celebrate our 28th birthday, I thought you 

may like to know some facts about our branch of 

the Mothers’ Union. 

Worth and Pound Hill Branch of the Mothers’ 

Union was started by Audrey Barnes and Annette 

Stickley back in 1984 who wished to bring a 

branch back to the area (one had closed 

previously).  They found out that if they could 

prove that both existing members and new ones 

would support a new branch and attend regular 

meetings, it would be approved.   

A small group (seven of us) met excitedly in 

Annette’s house one summer afternoon, some 
established and a couple of prospective members. 

We met regularly with other like-minded ladies 

and after 3 years, in 1987 we were inaugurated as 

‘Worth and Pound Hill Mothers’ Union’.  Sadly, 

Audrey died in 1985 so she never saw us officially 

inaugurated as a branch but she did see several 

new members being enrolled in the years prior to 

this.   

Maidenbower had not been built then, or even 

hinted at, as far as we were aware and when it 

appeared, this brought further members to our 

branch.   

Our membership has increased and decreased 

over the years but we are still up and running and 

working hard in the Parish.  Our main support 

within the parish at the moment is at the many 

Baptism services, preparing the church for the 

service, welcoming the visitors and assisting the 

clergy. Some of us also attend the Baptism 

preparation Courses to meet and greet the new 

parents. 

Several of us have sung in the Mothers’ Union 

Choir at the Commissioning services in 

Chichester Cathedral and at St Mary’s, Horsham 

when Trish Hayward, the Worldwide President at 

the time, visited our Deanery in 2005.  

We help Crawley District (now 10 branches 

including us) wrap and deliver Christmas presents 

to the Gatwick Detainees, supply toy bags for the 

maternity unit at East Surrey hospital and raise 

funds to assist with the various M.U. projects in 

Sussex, national and worldwide. 

However, it is not all work and no play as I am 

sure you will realise, if you read about our outings, 

meetings and treks around the UK to the world 

wide Council meetings – we do have a sense of 

humour as well as seriously caring for and 

supporting others at home and abroad - holidays 

for the needy (both financially and personally), 

parenting courses, literacy programmes etc...   

If you would like to know about us or see what 

we get up to at our Meetings on the 4th Thursday, 

9 months of the year please come along to St 

Barnabas’ Pastoral Centre at 7.30pm (dates are 

shown in the pewsheet and magazine) with no 

obligation, to see if what we have on offer is what 

you may be interested in.  Remember, you do not 

have to be a mother, married or a woman, we 

have male members too; membership is open 

everyone who is a Baptised Christian.   

Whether you are looking for support, fellowship, 

or simply a place to meet like-minded individuals, 

this is the place for you.   

Our aims and objectives are: 

 To promote and support married life  

 To encourage parents in their role to 
develop the faith of their children 

 To maintain a worldwide fellowship of 

Christians united in prayer, worship and 

service 

 To promote conditions in society 
favourable to stable family life and the 

protection of children 

 To help those whose family life has met 

with adversity.   

Joan Tick 

  

http://www.mothersunion.org/our-focus
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OUR SUMMER OUTING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mothers’ Union Summer Outing this year was 

arranged by our Treasurer, Simon Morris - a very 

good job he did; he gave a good ‘account’ of 

himself  too! 

Five cars left Worth Parish (and five came back –

phew!) setting off just before 2pm for our 

expected arrival at Holy Trinity, Forest Row at 

2.30pm. We were all on time and greeted warmly 

by the Reverend Angela Martin (ring a bell?) - yes, 
we were visiting Angela’s two churches where 

Simon is Director of Music. 

The afternoon began with a short organ recital by 

Simon, a hymn sung by us and then their ‘retired’ 

clergyman, Revd Alan Leach, gave an interesting 

historical talk about Holy Trinity church. 

Forest Row is on the edge of Ashdown Forest, 

and was originally part of the Forest of Anderida, 

stretching from Kent to and through Sussex.  

Locals were unable to travel to East Grinstead to 

worship so the Bishop of Chichester allowed a 

Chapel of Ease to be built in 1836.  Various 

additions were made during the late 1800s; in 

1877 there was a faculty granted and in 1878 the 

Bishop reopened the reordered church.   

There have been other additions and alterations 

over the years to make the church into the 

building it is today - the altar faces south rather 

than east, as is traditional, there is a single bell in 

the tower and there are many stained glass 

windows including three centre windows above 

the altar, depicting the principal events of our 

Lord’s life: His Birth, Death and Resurrection and 

Revd Alan is very proud of the… coffin shed! This 

outbuilding was used to store empty coffins during 

times of need for example, during the war. 

We then travelled to the other Parish church, St 

Dunstan’s at Ashurst Wood where we were met 

by another lovely group of people and moved in 

to a more modern building than you would expect 

from the outside.  Another piece of organ music, 

brilliantly played by Simon (as always), a hymn (no 

such thing as a free lunch / tea, we have to sing for 

our supper!) then a talk was given by Keith Stacey.  

He informed us that the building has a varied 

history, in 1859 the site was purchased for £7.10s 

and building began in May and was completed by 

October 1859.  The church was used as a 

Congregational Church until closure in 1973 due 

to lack of members. The URC maintained the 

building and the Anglican Church held an 

ecumenical Sunday School there.  Purchasing the 

building in 1977, the Church of England reordered 

and revamped it with a grant and the then Bishop 

of Horsham, Rt Reverend Colin Docker dedicated 
it on September 6th 1979. 

 

There is now a large room (hall), toilets and 

modern kitchen within the building, allowing a hot 

meal to be provided once a week and a 

community café; lots of facilities for young 

children and families. 

After the talk we were treated to tea and 

homemade cakes in the large room and lots of 

chat, with Angela’s laughter echoing around us! 

A great afternoon enjoyed by Mothers’ Union 

Members and some parish friends; why not come 

and join us next year ?   Or even join the M.U.?   

New members always welcome! 

Joan Tick 
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MOTHERS’ UNION GOES TO NOTTINGHAM 
Three ‘Little Maids’ left the Parish on Wednesday 

June 24th, boarded a train to St Pancras with our 

MU badges shining in the sunlight and a song in 

our hearts (Robin Hood, Robin Hood riding through 

the glen!  ♫  swiftly followed by Our God is a great 

big God ♪♪ without the actions!) 

Having arrived at St Pancras, we needed to find 

the platform for the 

Nottingham train.  I was 

minding my own business, 

discussing with my two 

friends where we needed 

to go, when a gentleman 

approached and asked me 

if I worked there?  

Stuttering out a ‘No, 

sorry,’ and trying to stop 

Pam and Marilyn laughing 

too loudly, we then 

realised that the Mothers’ 

Union fleece I was 

wearing, with logo, looked 

a bit National Rail!! 

We arrived in Nottingham 

early afternoon and after 

finding our little hotel, 

spent the late afternoon 

and early evening investigating the city. 

On Thursday we decided it would be sensible to 

find St Mary’s church, where the evening service 

was to be held; this done we then looked around 

inside; a lovely church, capable of holding almost 

900 in the congregation.  There has been a church 

on the site since the 12th century, the first one 

being demolished and replaced in the early 1400s. 

Various restorations occurred, including in the 

Victorian era, and in 1913, the chapel of the Holy 

Spirit was added and then in 1973 a new organ. 

We wandered the city and followed some of the 

Flower Trail finding Pooh Bear, an Ice Skate 

[Torvill and Dean] and musical instruments to 

name but a few, we also found some Outlaws!  

We walked up to the Castle and had an enjoyable 

afternoon looking around the grounds (one of us 

braving a long flight of stone steps to the Ducal 

Palace, otherwise know as Nottingham Castle, 

now a museum) others preferred the easy route 

up!A grand view from the top, overlooking the 

city centre and a welcome, refreshing cold drink 

on such a hot day.  Outside the castle walls we 

met Robin Hood, Friar Tuck and friends but 

avoided the Caves! 

The Service of Celebration, in the evening, was 

attended by over 800 people, including the Sheriff 

of Nottingham!  There were two Liturgical 

Dances performed by members of the National 

Liturgical Dance network, and the Bishop of 

17 
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Sherwood delivered the sermon; there was 

another service at the same time, held at 

Southwell Minister for 900, as we could not all fit 

in to one church. 

On Friday, we were able to walk in 15 minutes 

from our hotel to the Worldwide General 

Meeting held in the huge auditorium of the Royal 

Concert Hall and we were almost at the top!  The 

meeting opened with a welcome to Nottingham 

speech including the Robin Hood theme tune (yes, 

that one from the 1950s) played on a grand piano!  

The opening service led by the MU Chaplain, 

Bishop Andrew Proud, was followed by an address 

from Lynne Tembey, the current Worldwide 

President of Mothers' Union and then a talk by Bill 

Crooks, which discussed a technique to get village 
communities in Africa to unite in worship and in 

helping each other.  There was also an 

entertaining monologue, Touching the Cloak, telling 

a personal experience for the woman who had 

been healed by touching Jesus’ cloak.   

Then midday prayers, notices, lunch and back for 

the afternoon session, also excellent.  Reports 

from Action and Outreach at home and abroad 

and an entertaining Annual Report from Reg Bailey 

CBE followed as well as a very enjoyable talk from 

keynote speaker, Jane Fearnley-Whittingstall, 

entitled Generation to Generation about 

grandmothers and their roles and advice. 

Reg Bailey, our Chief Executive for the past 16 

years is retiring and gave his farewell address Are 

We There Yet which was very amusing and then it 

became very emotional with a presentation and 

words of thanks to Reg from Lynne Tembey. 

The day closed with worship led by the Bishop of 

Sherwood and around 1900 Mothers’ Union 

members, from all over the world, singing at the 

tops of their voices Hope of our Calling – I am sure 

Nottingham heard the ‘calling’ in those few days! 

Next year, the meeting will celebrate 140 years of 

the Mothers’ Union and will be held in 

Winchester, where founder Mary Sumner started 

the first ‘Mothers Meeting’ and where she is 

buried. 

We three maids then set off to eat, collect our 

luggage and find the train home.  There was a 

delay due to a ‘problem on the line’ - someone 

had driven into a railway bridge en-route – so we 

were tired and weary when we eventually arrived 

back at Three Bridges around 10.30pm. However, 

the three of us had had three wonderful and 

uplifting days.  See, I told you MU could be fun !! 

Joan Tick 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON THE PCC? 
All committees of the PCC have met since the the 

last magazine.  In terms of people, Siân Moulder 

resigned as Churchwarden in September which, 

added to the vacancy for the Deputy Warden 

post, means that there are no wardens for St 

Nicholas’.  The St Nicholas’ Committee has 
discussed the need to create more realistic 

expectations of the role of these two officers as 

well as identify people who can support aspects of 

the roles until candidates come forward for the 

posts.  Please consider what you might be able to 

offer, too!  Also as of September, Matthew Knight 

resigned as PCC Treasurer and Simon Wakefield 

as PCC Secretary.  Both were thanked for their 

respective service to the PCC, on which they 

remain as members.  The PCC appointed Stephen 

Edwards as Treasurer and decided that the Parish 

Administrator should be its Secretary (this role 

will be undertaken by Christine Berger).   

On the ministry side, the PCC supported a 

proposal to establish a Youth Leadership and 

Learning Community within the parish and 

endorsed a bid to the Diocesan Mission Fund for 

up to £45,000 (over 3 years) to help finance this.  

Work on the scheme is ongoing and we expect to 

report on progress in the next magazine.  There 

has been considerable work done on our youth 
ministry, with a review of what is needed in the 

longer term for worship and discipleship.  We 

now have a family-focused service each Sunday in 

one of our churches.  At St Nicholas’, we expect 4 

age-groups with a crèche (consultation is now 

open on how to provide crèche facilities) and are 

exploring how to resource this.  Finding the 

volunteers needed to develop St Barnabas’ Sunday 

School is also a challenge we are seeking to 

resolve.  Toddlers’ continues to flourish.  Siân 

Moulder and Greta Sawyer have been 

commissioned as Lay Ministers of Communion 

and we have held a refresher course for other Lay 

Ministers and those who lead intercessions (with 

Jacky Hemsley and David Price joining their 
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number).  We’ve reviewed our programme of 

services for the Season of Invitation we are in and 

started discussions on the worship calendar for 

2016.  This year, our teaching and discipleship has 

been enhanced with the launch of the first Alpha 

Course run in the parish (with a fantastic 50+ 

participants).    

There was much outreach over the summer 

whose benefits are difficult to quantify- a fair, a 

fete, Music for a Summer’s Evening, a Come and 

Sing, a St Barnabas’ 60th Anniversary Tea, Men’s 

and Women’s Breakfasts, Saturday markets, teas 

hosted by our Pastoral Assistants, Friday Lunches, 

Knit and Natter and more.  The sums of money 

raised help maintain the mission and ministry of 

the parish, but the fellowship amongst the 
planners and helpers and the opportunity to 

showcase the Worth Welcome are also 

important.  The Mission Committee will be 

launching a consultation on which charities to 

support as well as which to choose for a longer-

term relationship.  In June, we welcomed the 

‘Refugee Tales’ pilgrims at St Nicholas’ and in 

November we will offer a hot meal and overnight 

accommodation at St Barnabas’ to those on the C 

of E’s Pilgrimage2Paris (highlighting the climate 

change talks in December). 

Alongside these activities, we have continued to 

give attention to our buildings.  We agreed to 

request formal permission from the Diocese to 

replace the windows in St Barnabas’ Church 

(including re-opening the original entrance) and 

have submitted initial proposals for the 

refurbishment of the Hall for consultation.  At St 

Barnabas’ , the old storage room has been 

transformed into a lovely meeting/activity room, 

we have had the carpet in the Pastoral Centre 

professionally cleaned (for the first time since it 

was laid) and are recarpetting the stairs.  At St 

Nicholas’ the Garden Room and utility block have 

been painted.  We’ve had one quote (£4,000) to 
tarmac the path from the lychgate, await another 

and are pressing to get this done before the end 

of the year.  Introducing a handrail and renewing 

lighting have been postponed so as not to delay 

the resurfacing.  Repairs to the control box of the 

lighting system at St Nicholas’ will be expensive 

and the Committee is considering whether this 

should prompt a change to more energy efficient 

lighting. 

Anthony Ball 

 

NOTES FROM THE CURATE’S DOG 
What a Summer Holiday I have had!  I went 

on holiday to the Lake District and had a 

wonderful time with my new friends the 

sheep.  It was really strange though every 

time I went into a field – Steve was really 

nervous that I wouldn’t like them and tried to 

protect me- - by putting me on the lead!  He 

needn’t have worried - I really loved them 

and they seemed to love me!  Also on holiday 

I did something new.  I have always been 
scared of water.  I think it has got something 

to do with the hosepipe in the garden that 

pins me up against the wall and washes off my 

lovely smells when I have rolled in something 

fragrant in Tilgate Forest However, I 

mastered my fear this time.  It was really by 

mistake – Steve threw a stick in the lake and 

the next moment, I found I was swimming!  

 

Then there was no stopping me and everyone 

seemed pleased with me – well, until I shook all 

over them and their picnic – then they weren’t 

quite so happy.  So my advice – try something new 

this autumn!                            

 Love Digger XX 
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SWITCHED ON 
 

  

Enter this door 

As if the floor 

Within were gold, 

And every wall 

Of jewels all 

Of wealth untold; 

As if a choir 

In robes of fire 

Were singing here. 

Nor shout, nor rush, 

But hush…. 

For God is here. 

This inscription can be seen in many 
churches, including at Grantchester, 

where it was spotted by Tony Smith 

and sent to us. 

 

On Sunday 13th September our 

Switched On youth group were 

excited to arrive at their new 

meeting place, the Bishop’s Lodge 

Cottage!  

The excitement was only slightly 

tempered as they were greeted by 

dusters, vacuum cleaners and the 

like.  They soon got into the swing 

of cleaning the cottage where 

umpteen woodlice and spiders were 

in residence...there were some very 

brave moments as the rather large 
of the latter creatures were 

encouraged out of the cottage!  

Loud music helped the proceedings, 

and of course a break with 

mountains of flapjack half-way 

through!  We are looking forward 

to settling in and learning more 

about God and growing in faith 

together.  In the early part of 2016 

we hope to build in a confirmation 

course too, so watch this space. 

Liz and the team 
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MESSY CHURCH 
Messy Church is growing from strength to 

strength, just like these beautiful grass heads, one 

of the many fun crafts we do at Messy Church!

  

Moses and had great plans for him just like He 

does for us!  The children had a very difficult 

challenge that week...basket weaving!  It was a 

great success and they were all so colourful. Do 

come along and give Messy Church a go, it's a 

great place to meet people, get messy with 

craft, sing crazy songs, and learn more about 

the Bible in a fun way!  Details below. 

Liz Burston 

This term, we are learning about children in the 
Bible and started at Maidenbower with Moses in 

his basket.  We learnt that God looked after 
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CHOIR OF GENERATIONS 
TRIP TO GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL
Back in February 2014, Eric Spencer, 

who was Director of Music at St 

Nicholas’ 1963-1974 returned with a 

choir to sing Candlemas at church.  Alex 

played the organ and members of the 

then-current choir were invited to join 

with Eric's choir.  The soloist was the 

late Ian Bell. 

Following the success of the service, Eric, 

who now plays the organ in Cape Town, 

South Africa, invited the choir(s) to join 

him for a three-day trip to Gloucester 

Cathedral, to sing three Evensongs and a 

morning Mass in August 2015. 

Sadly, the event was marred in the 

planning stage by Ian's death this May.  Ian was a 
chorister at St Nicholas’ from about 1965-1971, 

went to University in Durham, then ended up at 

Worcester Cathedral, where he sang as a lay clerk 

for almost 30 years.  The Friday Evensong was, 

accordingly, dedicated to Ian’s memory, and 

prayers said, not only for him, but also for Worth. 

The choir for the trip was fairly large, and 

contained a good number of professional and 

semi-professional musicians, including a surprising 

number of ex St-Nicholas’ singers: 

 Eric Spencer, Director of Music, 1963-1974  

 Charles Thompson, who sang under Eric in 
1973 and took over from him 1974-1975.  

Charles also accompanies the Handcross Park 

choir so current treble Peter Harrison, while 

not on the trip, is used to singing with him!  

 Michael Hodges, who sang at St Nicholas’ 

under Eric, went to Durham University where 

he met none other than (current bass) David 

Price.  Michael played the organ for two of 

the services in Gloucester and conducted on 

Sunday morning when Eric played.  

 Stephen Owens, who sang with the choir 
1967-1973 (in the later part, only in vacations 

as he was at Christ's College, Cambridge.)  

 Robert Dereham, who sang tenor under 

Charles, and stood next to me at Candlemas!  

 Duncan Saunderson, ex-treble from St 
Nicholas’ who was a lay clerk at New College,  

 

Oxford at the same time as Mary Harrison 

was there. 

 Richard Polley, who has sung alto and bass for 

the choir as needed since 1989.   

 Mark Harrison (me), who has sung tenor in 
the choir since 2003 (and been in the festival 

choir on and off since 1995.) 

And an even larger number of people with 

Worth connections: 

 Nigel Field organist at Mayfield when the St 

Nicholas’ choir took part in the Mayfield 

festivals and who sang as part of the Gibbons 

Consort in the St Nicholas’ music festivals. 

 Three members of the Brighton Festival 
Chorus, (who sing with Ann Phillipson), at 

least one of whom was also one of the: 

 Six former members of the (Worth) Abbey 

Singers, who sang not only at the Abbey, but 

also at the St Nicholas’ music festival. 

 Rebecca Steinebach, who, as a modern 

languages teacher at Worth, remembers a 

certain Mr Alex Hiam as a schoolboy. 
 

A great experience, and a true thank you to the 

choir for making Richard and me feel so welcome.  

Singing with St Nicholas’ singers from the 1960s, 

1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 2000s, and 2010s was quite 

an experience! 

Mark Harrison 
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OUR ALPHA COURSE STARTS 
As you read, the Worth Parish’s Alpha Course is 

in full swing with over 50 signed up to take part.   

I know that the Alpha Course holds all kinds of 

different connotations for people.  A search on 

Google will reveal lots of hits from atheists taking 

up the challenge to disprove the Christian faith to 

other Christians.  What our first night (entitled Is 

there more to life than this?) produced was fun and 

laughter over dinner and an interesting array of 

answers as to what people hoped and feared from 

coming to the Alpha Course; some came because 

they were invited by a friend, some to help find a 

language to explain their faith in an increasingly 

hostile world and most because I had bullied them 

(joking!)  

I still remember the first time that I heard about 
Alpha.  I met this wonderful woman and very 

quickly I knew she was the one I wanted to marry.  

(don’t worry, this is Liz – you can keep on 

reading.) So I summoned up the courage to ask 

her father for her hand in marriage, went for 

dinner and through circumstance, I found myself 

alone with Liz’s dad in the kitchen.  I took a deep 

breath and blurted out ‘I would like to marry your 

daughter’ … His reply was very, very puzzling and 

a little scary. 

He said, ‘Well, that is interesting Steve – you do 

know that there are three people in a 

relationship’.  My mind was racing.  What on earth 

was he talking about?  I was expecting questions 

about my finances (that did come later and a bit 

more intrusive than I thought necessary!), but 

three people? I started to panic.  Did I have to 

marry Liz and her unmarried sister? – I knew Liz’s 

Mum and Dad were missionaries in Africa, maybe 

they were part of some bigamist cult.  Jimmy 

seeing my panic, smiled and said calmly, ‘Steve I 

mean you, Liz and God.’ I sighed with relief as I 

thought ‘God - yeah whatever.  If my hopeful 

father-in-law needed a crutch get through life than 

that was for him, I was Ok as I was.   

He then said that he wanted Liz and I to do the 

Alpha Course either before or straight after we 

had married.  I had no idea what the Alpha 

Course was and he explained that it was run by 

churches that sought to allow people to explore 
the big questions of life and the Christian faith.   

So naturally, as a good son-in-law, I completely 

ignored him.  I still got married to Liz and my 

thoughts of God remained the same as ever.  My 

twin sister had been born with spina bifida and my 

Dad had suffered spinal cancer followed by a 

series of heart attacks and heart surgery.  From 

my perspective, I believed that wasn’t a God and if 

there was a vague possibility there was a God, He 

certainly wasn’t to be trusted.  In simple terms, I 

believed, what the world needed were kind good 

people to counteract bad people.  Certainly not 

God, who was at boring, irrelevant and untrue.   

My only other two significant contacts with 

Christians had come from a very scary bunch of 

people often wearing Arran-knitted jumpers at 

University that always looked happy and whom 

you never saw at the bar.  And, secondly, when I 

went to Church to listen to our banns being read 
before we married.  The Church was a normal 

Anglican Church in South London, but from the 

moment I stepped across the threshold I did not 

feel comfortable.  In the service they all stood at 

times that made no sense to me and they all said 

the creeds without needing the words and if you 

did have a book, you needed a degree to follow 

where the service might be going.  And then there 

was the Peace – the Peace.  I still shudder.  I was 

minding my own business and the priest would 

then utter those terrifying words, ‘the Peace of 

the Lord be with you’.  And I could see her, the 

lady in the back who would have me in her sights 

and come vaulting over the pews, barging people 

out the way with an outreached hand – ready to 

grab that Peace!  There was nothing peaceful 

about it!  Christians seemed to me to have no 

connection to the real world as they gathered on 

a Sunday, they were better of heeding the advice 

of the American poet Ella Weller Wilcox who 

wrote; So many gods, so many creeds, so many paths 

that wind and wind while just the art of being kind is 

all the sad world needs. 

That was enough for me - be kind.  You don’t 

need God, you don’t need religion and you don’t 

need to follow the teachings of Jesus, who was an 

obscure poor carpenter in Israel that lived, or 

might have lived, 2000 years ago and had nothing 

to say to me today.  Religions caused/causes wars 

and were used by men to exact power over 
others.   

Happiness was to me making the most of life and 

be kind.  I took the Land Rover bumper sticker  
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One Life Live It as a mantra.  We bought a flat, 

then a house, then a car, we went on amazing 

holidays, achieved great success at work, started a 

family.  I played hard and worked hard, but I was 

never really happy.   

 

I thought happiness would be just around the 

corner or just up the next rung of the ladder.  Jack 

Higgins the novelist was once asked what one 

thing he wished he knew as 18 that he knew now.  

He answered that when you reach the top, there 

is nothing there.  Thomas Merton, an American 

monk wrote it like this – most of us realize in life 

that the ladder we have started to climb has been 

leant up against the wrong wall.  When I get this 

car, this house, this holiday or this promotion at 

work then I will be happy....   

 Looking back I realize that I had this hole in my 

soul which just wasn’t satisfied by material stuff – a 

hole that said again and again ‘There must be 

more to life than this?’ Other cultures throughout 
history and today are so much better at engaging 

with this question which is why the Japanese speak 

of having two stomachs - one for food, the other 

for your soul.  

In today’s society there are other ways to fill this 

hole.  Russell Brand said: Drugs and alcohol are not 

my problem.  Reality is my problem.  Drugs and 

alcohol are my solution, to fill up a hole inside of me. 

It was this hole, this hunger that led me, to 

everyone surprise, especially Liz’s, to agree to go 

to an Alpha Course six years after Liz’s Dad’s 

request.  To be honest, I was going to show those 

Christians that their God and Jesus wasn’t the 

answer – As a historian, I knew I could discredit 

the Bible as a primary reliable source and as a 

detective, I could show that Jesus, if he ever 

existed, definitely did not rise from the dead.   

 

 

That did not quite happen but I had a good go at 

it.  What I found was a safe place to ask all my 

questions, to listen to other questions including 

those who had a faith but also still had questions.  

For questions and doubts are essential to faith.  

No matter how shocking or blasphemous or 

arrogant or ignorant or raw our questions are – 

they are rooted in humility.  A humility that says 

we don’t know it all.  Central to any exploration 

of faith should be questioning - raw, humble and 

honest.  And as we carry on the Alpha Course, I 

hope that these questions persist as well as the 

strong bonds that began forming on the first night. 

Steve Burston 
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PARISHIONER PROFILE-SHEILA DRING
Sheila’s parents, Katie and Peter, met in Sri Lanka 

where he was an engineer rebuilding a 

Trincomalee Harbour and she was a nurse.  They 

got married and subsequently had three 

daughters, all born in Sri Lanka, of whom Sheila 

was the eldest.  In 1959, there was political unrest 

so extreme, that Sheila and her family were put 

under house arrest. Shortly afterwards, they had 

no choice but to leave the country very hastily, 

and with the bare minimum of possessions.  Sheila 

was 9 years old and leaving all that she knew 

behind.   

The move from Sri Lanka led them to stay with 

Sheila’s grandparents in the Outer Hebrides.  This 

was a huge shock to the system, they went from a 

palatial lifestyle to virtually nothing…no running 

water, no gas or electricity, peat for heating and 
cooking and the toilet was outside!  Soon enough 

they moved on to Paisley where her dad became a 

newsagent.  This very stressful job did not help his 

already quite weak health, and in 1966 he became 

seriously ill.  He was advised to find a new job 

which he duly did, thanks to a good friend, down 

in Manchester.  Meanwhile Sheila’s mum finished 

retraining as a teacher and sorted out the house 

before she and the girls went to join their father 

in Manchester.  Very sadly, only 3 weeks after 

they were reunited as a family and starting their 

new lives together, Sheila’s father died of a heart 

attack.   

Following her A levels, Sheila attended Manchester 

Polytechnic where she completed a business 

studies degree.  During this time, she did some 

accountancy work for the National Coal Board.  

Pay at that time was very low but when the 

miners’ strike happened, her pay shot up!!  

In the mid 70’s, Sheila wanted a complete change 

of scene and, due to her business studies training 

and experience, was offered a job on the spot in 

the English School of Berlitz, teaching business 

English!  It was here, in Paris in 1980, that she met 

her husband Graham.  She was in hospital 

recovering from an allergic reaction to an 

anaesthetic.  A friend of Graham’s, intrigued by 

Sheila’s condition, was visiting her and took 

Graham along, as both men were in 

pharmaceuticals.  Graham then visited her a few 
more times himself and their initial acquaintance  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

led to their marriage in 1981, back in England, in 

Norwood Green. 

In 1982 Graham and Sheila moved to Pound Hill 

due to his job and she started going to St 

Nicholas’ Church as it was a similar tradition to 

that in which she had been brought up.  However, 

not being able to drive, she ended up going to 

nearer St Barnabas’ instead.  The Partridges, who 

were quite a prominent family in the church at the 

time, befriended her and were very encouraging 

and welcoming.  In August the following year, 

along came Sheila and Graham’s daughter 

Alexandra, who was then christened at St 

Barnabas’ by Kevin Tingay… you can see a photo 

of the christening in the Narthex!  

Once settled in Pound Hill, Sheila started some 

voluntary adult literacy teaching and then got a 

part-time job teaching English to Asian women 

which was a very challenging role, as some of the 

students really struggled.  However, this led Sheila 

to decide to become a fully qualified teacher. She 

completed her PGCE course, doing some training 

at Holy Trinity and Thomas Bennett schools and 

ended up working at the latter for a year.  She 

then became a part-time business studies tutor at 
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HMP Coldingley, and then in 1999 was coerced 

(happily!) into the full time role of deputy manager 

of education at HMP Downsview!  Sadly, only 

three weeks after she started that job, Graham 

died, having been ill for some time.   

At this time, Sheila feels she drifted away from 

church a little because of everything that was 

going on, including the subsequent deaths of her 

father-in-law and her middle sister, on the same 

day as each other.  However she soon felt drawn 

back to St Barnabas’ where she was comforted 

and supported by members of the congregation.  

In October 2013 she retired from her job as 

Education Manager at HMP Highdown.   

Sheila has grown up with a faith in God and has 

really felt that He has always ‘watched over’ her, 

particularly at certain points in her life and after 

Graham died.  She is very involved in church life 

as: Deputy church warden and member of both 

the PCC and Standing Committee.  She cooks for 

the Friday lunches, helps serve at the café, does 

the Saturday market and the list goes on!  

Sheila enjoys the ‘relaxed’ atmosphere of St 

Barnabas’ and loves the ‘Peruvian Gloria’ in the 

service…come along at 10am on a Sunday 

morning if you haven’t heard it! 

Liz Burston 

 

 

PARISHIONER PROFILE-SUE WALSHE
Born in Saltburn-by-the-Sea in North Yorkshire, 

Sue had a happy childhood with her two older 

brothers, with the family frequently spending time 

playing on the huge sandy beach.  Sue attended 

Sunday School at Saltburn Methodist Church until 

she was 15 then gradually, came to the conclusion, 

having studied science, that God didn’t exist and 

she left the church.   

Going to the University of Surrey to study 

nutrition, she met husband Julian who was from 

Crawley and studying psychology.  They were 

married soon after leaving university, in 1974, at 

Saltburn Methodist Church.   

They began married life in London, renting in 

Highgate and Sue worked for a cement company, 

Sainsbury’s and the IERE before moving to New 

Zealand with Julian’s job for three and a half years.  

Sue worked in the Christchurch Clinical School 

until to great joy and delight, their son Jamie came 

into their lives.  Sue mentions how lovely the way 

of life was – the wonderful scenery, the 

uncrowded places and the wide expanses of land.  

She would have liked to stay but moved back so 

Jamie would grow up knowing his extended family 

- New Zealand was just too far away from the 

UK. 

With Julian getting a management consultancy job 

based in London, they moved to Crawley where 

Sue embraced full-time motherhood.  She took 

Jamie to mother and toddler group at St Barnabas’ 

where she made life-long friends.  In 1985, second 

son Tim arrived and Jamie was a caring and helpful 
big brother.  Sue worked at Pound Hill First 

School as a classroom assistant before returning 
to office work as the boys got older.  She worked 

for East Surrey Hospital, the County Council and 

then, in a life-changing move, ended up working 

for the Church of England.  Bishop Geoffrey was a 

lovely employer and she enjoyed her job as his 

Secretary, booking his travel, doing accounts and 

being immersed in the running of a busy Bishop’s 

office, without going to church herself.   

Then one day, she attended a Eucharist in Bishop 

Geoffrey’s Chapel, which moved her in a way 

she’d never experienced before.  Soon after, in 
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the context of work she attended Fr Anthony’s 

installation at St Nicholas’ and even though she 

felt she was fumbling through, it was a joyous 

occasion with a reception afterwards.  She did not 

yet plunge in – she dipped in her toe, and was 

lucky enough to be able to talk with work 

colleagues, finally deciding to attend Confirmation 

and Pilgrim evenings.  Sue felt drawn to the 

Church and wanted to learn more.  This led to 

her finally being confirmed in May 2014.   

In June of that year, she was made redundant 

when the Diocesan Bishop of Europe was moved 

to Brussels, however, she has never been busier 

since!  She does occasional administration things 

for the parish and visits Jamie and daughter-in-law 

Hannah in Australia where she has a 2 and a half 

year old granddaughter, Ella and another 

grandchild on the way.  She has also been 

supporting Lawrence, Tim’s partner as he starts 

his own business as a celebrity florist!  

She likes St Nicholas’ for the beautiful building, the 

clergy, the people, and the friendly atmosphere.  

Sue feels very lucky to have been brought into the 

family of the Church and would like to thank all 

those who have helped her along the way.   

When asked her favourite hymn, because of 

growing up on the coast, she cites ‘For Those in 

Peril on the Sea’ as being of particular significance 

and tells me that although she loves it down 

south, her heart still belongs to Yorkshire. 

Elizabeth Whyman 

  SAVE 
THE 
DATE ! 

Saturday November 21st 2015 
Parish Quiet Day. 10.00 - 16.00  

Holy Spirit Day 
  

Venue to be announced 
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VIEW FROM A PEW 
It could well be that no one has noticed my 

absence from church for the majority of the 

summer.  However those I have discussed it with 

are probably wondering how I am going to write 

‘View from a Pew’ when I haven’t actually been 

sitting in one for such a long time! 

A mixture of real weekend breaks on my canal 

boat and actual hard work revising for my never- 

ending accounting exams has meant most Sundays 

out of the Crawley area.  If I am at home, I roll 

out of bed on a Sunday morning to dress and eat 

before rushing off to be on time for church.  My 

day changes when I’m on my boat.  On the boat, I 

get up at the crack of dawn, awoken by the ducks 

or birds (or cold August mornings!).  I have a 

quick breakfast and then revise followed by 
brunch and more revision before dinner.  The day 

is always hard work, mentally, if not physically.  At 

the end of the day, I go to bed soon after dusk 

with my Kindle and usually I’m asleep before I 

finish the page. 

My absence from church means that I really must 

think about changing my giving.  A few years back I 

changed to a Pay as You Go Scheme.  A little like 

my children used to have with their old phones 

and you pay for the calls when you make them.  

The problem is that if Vodafone had as few 

customers as we have congregation we would 

each be charged for a new mast each time we 

wanted an extra hour of top-up! So monthly 

contract seems the answer and I know that I’ll get 

free calls and the church and services will always 

be there. 

When the sermon several weeks ago said we 

should take our faith out of the church and into 

the community, I don’t think it was meant that I 

was supposed to turn into a hermit and say a few 

prayers on Sunday.  So I need to think about ways 

to work harder on this.  However, while away, I 

did think about my Christianity.  The peace and 

beauty of the canals leaves me in awe of 

everything in this world.  I also think of the church 
on Sunday mornings and say a little prayer for my 

friends.  So, whoever it is next Sunday, when you 

are preaching the sermon don’t look down from 

the pulpit and think how few people you are 

reaching.  Think of the people like me who you 

have reached, who aren’t with you today but are 

thinking of you (unless of course my sausages are 

burning at that moment!). 

Max Perry
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MY FAVOURITE HYMN  
I am not completely sure that this is my all-time 

favourite hymn but I have chosen it for my funeral 

- so, does that count as my favourite?!  It is Lead, 

Kindly Light, Hymn 703 or 421 depending on which 

church’s hymn book you are looking at.  It’s quite 

mournful and admittedly very Victorian but also 

eminently ‘singable’ with, a ‘pretty’ melody. 

Lead, Kindly Light is a John Henry Newman hymn.  

He wrote the words when he was 32, 

unfortunately becalmed for a week on his journey 

home to England from Italy.  He wrote it as a 

poem entitled The Pillar of Cloud. 

The tune I prefer is Lux Benigna, composed by J.B.  

Dykes and it is usually sung to that tune nowadays.  

This tune encompasses but six notes, so no 

complaints about it being too high’ or too low!  
And this is not a hint that we should sing it next 

week - the alto part is quite boring. 

The words of the second verse speak volumes to 

my conscience - I loved to choose and see my path 

….Pride ruled my will: remember not past years; and 

friends, who sense the presence of Angels, will like 

the ending of this hymn - And with the morn those 

angel faces smile, which I have loved long since, and 

lost awhile.  I feel those words keenly, but not, 

perhaps, in the sense that Newman wrote them! 

 

 

 

 

 

Lead, Kindly Light is referred to in Far from the 

Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy and was also 

sung by the surviving miners in the largest mining 

disaster in 1909.  This was at the West Stanley 

Colliery, near Durham but the tune was probably 

Sandon, which was popular with Durham miners.   

The hymn was sung on the Titanic in 1912 both 

before it struck the iceberg and also on one of the 

lifeboats.  If you are familiar with the story of 

Corrie ten Boom, this hymn was sung by Betsie 

ten Boom, her sister, and friends as they were led 
to the concentration camp at Ravensbruck.  The 

words Lead, Kindly Light are also in the motto of a 

school in Abu Dhabi and two schools in Tamil 

Nadu in India.   

It’s amazing what an oldie like me can find out 

from Wikipedia!  

Ann Phillipson

 

ST NICHOLAS CIRCLE
Our July and August summer break was 

sandwiched between the Annual Supper Night and 

an excellent September talk by Janine Sole on her 

life in Canada.  Janine emigrated to Ontario, 

Canada with her job for 12 years, moving to the 

west coast in Vancouver for the last 2 years.  

With photos, she enthusiastically described her 

life there, starting a family and the opportunities 

the country offered.  She also described the 

contrast in cultures between life in the two cities. 

As I write, our next speaker is our Curate Steve 

Burston who will speak on ‘From a Copper to a 

Collar’ and I am sure that this talk will be a great 

success.   

Please come along to our next talk in November 

from Bill Puttick who will be doing an illustrated 

guide ‘Out and About in Europe’, drawing on his 

wide experience.  We end the year with our 

traditional ‘Festive Yuletide Cheese and Wine 

Party’ on Thursday December 3rd. 

The St Nicholas Circle is a group which meets 

once a month, on a Thursday, at 8pm 

to listen to a variety of talks.  It is 

open to all – to join, just turn up and 

pay an annual membership of £2.  Call 

01293 888488 if you want to find out 

more. 

Max Perry
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USEFUL NUMBERS 
100 Club Parish Office 

0300 111 8150 

Administration (Parish) Mave Eshun  

Christine Berger 

Altar Servers (St Barnabas’) David Anderson 

Phyl Pennell 
Altar Servers (St Nicholas’) Jenny Dobson 

Joan Pallett 
Bell Ringers Neil Dobson  

Bookings (Hall, Pastoral Centre, Church) 

etc) 

Parish Office 

Buildings and Facilities  

Charities and Community Activities Canon Anthony Ball 

Children’s Society Brenda Booker 

Choirs (Worth Church and Festival) 

Choir) 

Alex Hiam 

Church Cleaning (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell  

Church Cleaning (St Nicholas’) Jill Freeborn 

Churchwardens (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell, Sheila Dring  

Sheila Dring 
Churchwardens (St Nicholas’) VACANT 

Discipleship Committee Revd James Grant 

Events (Parish) Jane Stanford 

Families, Youth and Children Work Revd Steve and Liz Burston 

Fellowship Activities Joan Tick 

Festival Choir (occasional) Alex Hiam 

Flower Arranging (St Barnabas’) Phyl Pennell 

Flower Arranging (St Nicholas’) Noreen Oxlade 

Friends of St Nicholas Colin Smith 

Julian Group (St Barnabas’) Don Hewerdine 

Julian Group (St Nicholas’) Gill Gusterson 

Knit and Natter Val Rudd 

Magazine  Elizabeth Whyman 

Messy Church Liz Burston 

Mission Committee Canon Anthony Ball 

Music (incl. Choirs) Alex Hiam 

Mothers’ Union Mary Fry  

Pastoral Assistants Co-ordinator Canon Anthony Ball 

Pastoral Centre  

PCC Chair Canon Anthony Ball 

PCC Electoral Roll Officer Jane Stanford 

PCC Secretary Christine Berger 

PCC Treasurer  Stephen Edwards 

PCC Vice Chair Phyl Pennell 

Plugged In (Friday Youth Group 7-9pm) Revd Steve Burston 

Safeguarding Officer Sheila Dring 

St Barnabas’ Committee  Phyl Pennell 

St Nicholas Circle Max Perry 

St Nicholas’ Committee Canon Anthony Ball 

Sunday School (St Barnabas’) Greta Sawyer 

Sunday School (St Nicholas’) Joan Tick 

Switched On (Sunday Youth Group) Liz Burston 

Toddlers (Tues/Thurs am) Jenny Dobson 

Website/Facebook/Twitter Elizabeth Whyman 

Weddings / Baptisms / Funerals Parish Office 

Worth Choir (St Nicholas’) Alex Hiam 
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