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Welcome to our churches today. 
If you have time afterwards, please 

stay for refreshments.  
 

At the Distribution of Communion all 
are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 
the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 
children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 

 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                        at St Nicholas’      
Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball  

09.45 Sung Eucharist at Nicholas’ 
Celebrant &Preacher: Rev’d Steve Burston   

10.00 Family Eucharist at St Barnabas’  
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d James Grant 

11.30 Nic’s Animal Service 

                                        at St Nicholas’ 
Presiding: Rev’d Steve Burston 

 

 

 
 

 

Next week’s Readings  
 

 Genesis 2. 18 - 24   

Psalm  8 

Hebrews  1.  1 – 4; 2. 5 - 12 

Mark 10.  2 - 16 

 

 
 

 

 

The Associate Vicar writes:-  
 

Back in the 1990s a new fad emerged 

among a few young people in my youth 

group: they started having rats as pets. 

However they were not kept in cages at 

home where they belonged but carried 

around wherever they went. First one rat 

appeared then another and at the high 

point of the fad between tamagotchis and 

pagers we had about five rats running 

about during youth club. Not the typical 

pet and often not more than a “goth” 

accessory. They were for some part of 

their expression of rebellion; rebellion 

against the typical pets. I am pretty sure 

we won’t have any rats blessed at today’s 

Animal Service. 

Today we will be remembering St Francis 

of Assisi who we have transferred from 

next week due to our Parish Eucharist and 

Dedication Festival (have you already 

booked your place for the Pork Roast 

after the service?). St Francis took 

stewardship of God’s creation seriously 

and wanted to live life in harmony with 

nature. His love for all things living had a 

deep impact on the Church and so it is at 

this time that we pronounce the blessing 

on all God’s creatures – a blessing God 

spoke first when he created everything 

and saw that it was good.  

For us it is at this time that we give thanks 

for all God’s creation and remember that 

we should be good stewards of that 

creation including rats. Hope you join us 

for a furry Animal Service later this 

morning. 

 

James 

 

Sunday September 27th  

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 



READINGS for the day.  
 

Collect: 

Almighty God, you have made us for 

yourself, and our hearts are restless till they 

find their rest in you: ……… through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMANT READING 

 

Numbers  11.  4 - 6, 10 - 16, 24 – 29 
A Reading from the Book of Numbers. 
 

The rabble among them had a strong 

craving; and the Israelites also wept again, 

and said, ‘If only we had meat to eat! We 

remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt 

for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, 

the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but 

now our strength is dried up, and there is 

nothing at all but this manna to look at.’ 

Moses heard the people weeping 

throughout their families, all at the 

entrances of their tents. Then the  Lord  

became very angry, and Moses was 

displeased. So Moses said to the Lord, 

‘Why have you treated your servant so 

badly? Why have I not found favour in 

your sight, that you lay the burden of all 

this people on me? Did I conceive all this 

people? Did I give birth to them, that you 

should say to me, “Carry them in your 

bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child”, 

to the land that you promised on oath to 

their ancestors?  Where am I to get meat to 

give to all this people? For they come 

weeping to me and say, “Give us meat to 

eat!” I am not able to carry all this people 

alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this 

is the way you are going to treat me, put 

me to death at once—if I have found 

favour in your sight—and do not let me 

see my misery.’ So the Lord  said to 

Moses,  ‘Gather for me seventy of the 

elders of Israel, whom you know to be the  

Elders of the people and officers over them 

bring them to the tent of meeting, and have 

them take their place there with you. So 

Moses went out and told the people the  

 

 

words of the  Lord; and he gathered 

seventy elders of the people, and placed 

them all around the tent. Then the 

Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to 

him, and took some of the spirit that was 

on him and put it on the seventy elders; 

and when the spirit rested upon them, they 

prophesied. But they did not do so again. 

Two men remained in the camp, one 

named Eldad, and the other named Medad, 

and the spirit rested on them; they were 

among those registered, but they had not 

gone out to the tent, and so they 

prophesied in the camp. And a young man 

ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are 

prophesying in the camp.’ And Joshua son 

of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his 

chosen men, said, ‘My lord Moses, stop 

them!’ But Moses said to him, ‘Are you 

jealous for my sake? Would that all 

the Lord’s people were prophets, and that 

the Lord would put his spirit on them!’ 
 

Psalm  19. 7 -14 

 
NEW TESTAMENT  READING 

 

James  5.  13 – 20 
A Reading from the letter from James. 
 

Are any among you suffering? They 

should pray. Are any cheerful? They 

should sing songs of praise. Are any 

among you sick? They should call for the 

elders of the church and have them pray 

over them, anointing them with oil in the 

name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will 

save the sick, and the Lord will raise them 

up; and anyone who has committed sins 

will be forgiven. Therefore confess your 

sins to one another, and pray for one 

another, so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of the righteous is powerful and 

effective. Elijah was a human being like 

us, and he prayed fervently that it might 

not rain, and for three years and six 

months it did not rain on the earth. Then 

he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain 

and the earth yielded its harvest. My 



brothers and sisters, if anyone among you 

wanders from the truth and is brought back 

by another, you should know that whoever 

brings back a sinner from wandering will 

save the sinner’s soul from death and will 

cover a multitude of sins. 

 
 

GOSPEL 
 
 

Mark  9.  38 - 50 
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Mark.  
 

John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw 

someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he was 

not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not 

stop him; for no one who does a deed of 

power in my name will be able soon 

afterwards to speak evil of me. Whoever is 

not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, 

whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 

because you bear the name of Christ will 

by no means lose the reward. ‘If any of 

you put a stumbling-block before one of 

these  little ones  who  believe  in  me,  it 

would be better for you if a great millstone 

were hung around your neck and you were 

thrown into the sea. If your hand causes 

you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 

you to enter life maimed than to have two 

hands and to go to hell, to the 

unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes 

you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 

you to enter life lame than to have two feet 

and to be thrown into hell.
,
 And if your eye 

causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is 

better for you to enter the kingdom of God 

with one eye than to have two eyes and to 

be thrown into hell, where their worm 

never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt 

is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, 

how can you season it? Have salt in 

yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.’ 
 

 

Post Communion  Lord, we pray that your 

grace may always precede….; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

 

 

 

SERVICES during next week  
 

St Nicholas’   

Mon. Wed. & Fri.  

       07.30   Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

Sat. 08.30   Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

Tues. & Thrs.   

        07.30   Morning Prayer  

 

           St Barnabas’  

Mon. Tues. Thrs. Fri. & Sat. 

        17.00   Evening Prayer (BCP) 
~~~~~ 

Mon.    19.30  Compline –  

St Barnabas Vicarage 

Tues.    10.30  Eucharist   - St Barnabas’ 

             13.30  Funeral – St Nicholas’ 

                    (Lyddon Thompson)    
 

Thurs.  10.30 Eucharist  –  St Nicholas’ 
            

Sat.     11.00 Burial of Ashes –St Nicholas 

            No weddings  –  St Nicholas  
~~~~ 

Services next Sunday 

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity  
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                                     -  St Nicholas’ 

09.45  NO SERVICE at  -  St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Parish Eucharist   - St Barnabas’ 

15.00  Holy Baptism          - St Nicholas’ 
 

 

 

 

The Pastoral Centre Café is open every 

week Tuesdays, Fridays, & Saturdays 

10.30 - 12noon Do pop in. Monday 

afternoon 2pm - 4.00pm tea / drinks, cake 

& a chat.  We need more volunteers for 

Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays. 

If you can spare a couple of hours once a 

month or every 6 weeks please contact 

Phyl on (01293) 883362 or Sheila 513469 

 or email    roger.pennell@zen.co.uk 
 
 

Following interviews last week we are 

pleased to announce that we have 

appointed Christine Berger & Mave 

Eshun as the Parish Administrators on 

a ‘Job share’ basis. 

mailto:roger.pennell@zen.co.uk


NOTICES 
 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre -  2 courses plus tea / coffee - £5.50               

Please purchase tickets by Sept. 29
th

  for 

Oct. 2
nd

  at the Centre or phone 883362 
                 

Thank you to all who attended the two 

Breakfasts and to David, Jane, Karen & 

Max our chefs. £180 + was raised towards 

a donation for CAP & Church Funds.  
 

Thank you to Alex Hiam, all singers and 

audience –last Saturday’s Come & Sing 

raised £374 for church funds. Well done 

all  
 

Sundays Festival Choir rehearsals 

4.00pm – 6.00pm at St Nicholas’.  
 

Tuesdays St Barnabas’ Church Hall 
Alpha Course, 7.30pm Contact - 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk or 

phone the Parish Office.  

 

Monday September 28
th

 Drinks & 

Compline 7.30pm at St Barnabas’ 

Vicarage 
 

Thursday October 1
st
 St Nicholas’ 

Circle meets at 8.00pm in the Pastoral 

Centre, Rev’d Steve Burston is our 

Speaker.   

Friday  October 2nd 7.30 pm. A concert 

at St. Barnabas’, celebrating our 60th 

Anniversary. FREE ENTRY please bring 

family, friends & neighbours. See posters.   

Saturday October 3rd Saturday Market 

10.00am -11.45am in the Pastoral Centre 

during the weekend of St Barnabas’ 60th 

anniversary celebrations. There will also 

be a Plant Stall. We would welcome new 

and good as new items for sale plus cakes 

and home produce - thank you. Do join us 

for refreshments etc. 

Sunday October 4th Parish Eucharist at St 

Barnabas’ 10.00am Bishop Mark of 

Horsham presiding, everyone welcome. 

Sunday October 4th – our Annual Pork 

Roast will follow the Parish Eucharist, 

concluding the 60th Anniversary 

celebrations. £10 per adult, children under 16 

FREE. Last chance to Sign-up  

 
 

DIARY NOTES 

Saturday October 10th 10.00 – noon 

Pastoral Centre - Mothers’ Union invite 

you to their Coffee Morning & cake and 

book sale, with a Raffle – donations of 

cakes, books & prizes welcome thank you.   

Sunday October 11
th

 – Harvest Festival 

services in both churches. Please bring 

packets or tins of food for distribution to 

Open House and Easter Team. Pleases 

invite your family & friends to join us. 

Saturday October 17th Parish Quiz at St 

Barnabas’ Church Hall. 

Sunday October 18
th

 Congregational 

Meetings – St Nicholas’ after 8.00am 

service St Barnabas’ after 10.00 service. 
Saturday October 31

st
 Parish Jumble 

Sale St Barnabas’ Church Hall 9.30- 

11.15am donations will be accepted nearer 

the date. 

Saturday October 31 - Concert cancelled. 
 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 
Website:  www.worthparish.org 

 

facebook.com/WorthParish  

 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:james.grant@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:office@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

