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Welcome to our churches today. 
If you have time afterwards, please 

stay for refreshments.  
 

At the Distribution of Communion all 
are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. 
Children are welcome at all our 

services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                        at St Nicholas’      
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Gordon Parry   

 

09.45 Sung Eucharist at Nicholas’ 
Celebrant &Preacher: Rev’d Gordon Parry   

10.00 Eucharist & Commissioning of Lay   

    Minister of Communion at St Barnabas’  
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d James Grant 

 

11.30 Nic’s All-age & Holy Baptism  

                               at St Nicholas’ 
Presiding: Canon Anthony Ball  

12.00 Holy Baptism at St Nicholas’ 
Presiding: Rev’d Steve Burston 

 

 

 

Next week’s Readings  
 

 Numbers 11.  4 – 6, 24 - 29   

Psalm  19.  7 - 14 

James  5. 13 - 20  

Mark 9.  38 - 50 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Curate writes  
 

As we begin the Alpha Course this coming 

week – the first session will pose the 

question – ‘Is there more to life than this? 

This question has been asked and dissected 

throughout the history of the human race. 

The Bible can be seen as the story of groups 

of people – Israel in the Old Testament and 

Christians in the New Testament - wrestling 

with this very issue. Those who reject God 

in the reading from the Wisdom of Solomon 

have concluded that there is no remedy 

when life comes to end. When you die that 

is it. However, even these opponents to God 

cannot help be engaged and intrigued by 

people who have faith. Sometimes Churches 

haven’t been a safe space to ask the big 

questions of life – my hope is that Tuesday 

evening at St Barnabas Church in the 

sharing of a meal and the asking of 

questions that Alpha will be such a safe 

space. My other hope for Alpha is that it 

will also demonstrate another aspect of 

Christian love, the aspect of hospitality. In 

the gospel reading the greatest will be those 

with a servant heart who will welcome 

everyone even the lowest of the low – in the 

society of Jesus this was children – today it 

might be the homeless or migrant. True 

hospitality is welcoming everyone in 

abundant love no matter what baggage they 

have. At Alpha we will all be bringing 

baggage, but we will all be welcome. Just as 

we gather together, this Sunday at the 

Communion rail. All with our own baggage, 

but all equally welcomed to share in the 

Lord’s Supper. And as Sian and Greta (this 

week) begin their ministries as Lay 

Ministers of Communion may they feel this 

welcome always.                Steve. 

Sunday September 20th  

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 



READINGS for the day.  
 

Collect: 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear 

the prayers of your people who call upon 

you; and grant that they may both perceive 

and know what things they ought to do, 

and also may have grace and power 

faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

FIRST READING 

 

Wisdom of Solomon 1. 16 - 2.1, 12 - 22  
A Reading from the Book of the Wisdom of 

Solomon. 
But the ungodly by their words and 

deeds summoned death; considering him 

a friend, they pined away and made a 

covenant with him, because they are fit 

to belong to his company.  For they 

reasoned unsoundly, saying to 

themselves, ‘Short and sorrowful is our 

life, and there is no remedy when a life 

comes to its end, and no one has been 

known to return from Hades. ‘Let us lie 

in wait for the righteous man, because he 

is inconvenient to us and opposes our 

actions; he reproaches us for sins against 

the law, and accuses us of sins against 

our training.  He professes to have 

knowledge of God, and calls himself a 

child of the Lord.  He became to us a 

reproof of our thoughts; the very sight of 

him is a burden to us, because his 

manner of life is unlike that of others, 

and his ways are strange. We are 

considered by him as something base, 

and he avoids our ways as unclean; he 

calls the last end of the righteous happy, 

and boasts that God is his father. Let us 

see if his words are true, and let us test 

what will happen at the end of his life;  

for if the righteous man is God’s child, 

he will help him, and will deliver him  

 

from the hand of his adversaries. Let us 

test him with insult and torture, so that 

we may find out how gentle he is, and 

make trial of his forbearance.  Let us 

condemn him to a shameful death, for, 

according to what he says, he will be 

protected.’ Thus they reasoned, but they 

were led astray, for their wickedness 

blinded them, and they did not know the 

secret purposes of God, nor hoped for 

the wages of holiness, nor discerned the 

prize for blameless souls. 

 

 

Psalm  54 

 
NEW TESTAMENT  READING 

 

James  3.  13 – 4. 3, 7 – 8a 
A Reading from the letter from James. 
 

 

Who is wise and understanding among 

you? Show by your good life that your 

works are done with gentleness born of 

wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and 

selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 

boastful and false to the truth. Such 

wisdom does not come down from 

above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 

devilish. For where there is envy and 

selfish ambition, there will also be 

disorder and wickedness of every kind.  

But the wisdom from above is first pure, 

then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, 

full of mercy and good fruits, without a 

trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a 

harvest of righteousness is sown in 

peace for those who make peace. Those 

conflicts and disputes among you, where 

do they come from? Do they not come 

from your cravings that are at war within 

you? You want something and do not 

have it; so you commit murder. And you 

covet something and cannot obtain it; so 

you engage in disputes and conflicts. 

You do not have, because you do not 



ask. You ask and do not receive, because 

you ask wrongly, in order to spend what 

you get on your pleasures. Submit 

yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 

devil, and he will flee from you. Draw 

near to God, and he will draw near to 

you.  

 

 

GOSPEL 
 

 

Mark  9.  30 - 37 
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Mark.  
 

They went on from there and passed 

through Galilee. He did not want anyone 

to know it; for he was teaching his 

disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of 

Man is to be betrayed into human hands, 

and they will kill him, and three days 

after being killed, he will rise 

again.’ But they did not understand what 

he was saying and were afraid to ask 

him. Then they came to Capernaum; and 

when he was in the house he asked 

them, ‘What were you arguing about on 

the way?’ But they were silent, for on 

the way they had argued with one 

another about who was the greatest. He 

sat down, called the twelve, and said to 

them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must 

be last of all and servant of all.’ Then he 

took a little child and put it among them; 

and taking it in his arms, he said to 

them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such 

child in my name welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes not me 

but the one who sent me.’ 
 

 

Post Communion  

Almighty God, you have taught us through 

your Son that love is the fulfilling of the 

law: grant that we may love you with our 

whole heart and our neighbours as 

ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Nicholas’   

Mon. Wed. & Fri.  

       07.30   Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

Sat. 08.30   Morning Prayer & Eucharist  
 

Tues. & Thrs.   

        07.30   Morning Prayer  

 

           St Barnabas’  

Mon. Tues. Thrs. Fri. & Sat. 

        17.00   Evening Prayer (BCP) 
~~~~~ 

Tues.    10.30  Eucharist   - St Barnabas’ 
 
 

Wed.    15.00  Messy Church –  

 St Barnabas Church Hall 

Thurs.  10.30 Eucharist  –  St Nicholas’ 
            

Sat.   14.00 Holy Matrimony–St Nicholas’ 
~~~~ 

Services next Sunday 

Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity  
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                                     -  St Nicholas’ 

09.45  Sung Eucharist       -  St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Eucharist                - St Barnabas’ 

11.30  Nic’s & Holy Baptism 

                                            -St Nicholas’ 

12.30  Holy Baptism          - St Nicholas’ 
 
 

 

 

The Pastoral Centre Café is open every 

week Tuesdays, Fridays, & Saturdays 

10.30 -12noon Do pop in. Monday 

afternoon 2pm - 4.00pm tea / drinks, cake 

& a chat.  We need more volunteers for 

Mondays please, call Phyl 883362 or 

Sheila 513469 if you can help. 
 
 

 

Start collecting for the Parish Jumble 

Sale in the Hall 9.30- 11.15am on 

Saturday  October 31st  but please hold 

on to it awaiting further details. 
 

Please pray for Greta Sawyer as 

she is commissioned today as a Lay 

Minister of Communion. 

  



100 Club September Draw 

 9 Sue Perry £100.00 

 3 Alastair Wells £ 50.00 

14 Sheila Dring £ 25.00 

17 Alan Quine £ 25.00 

 

NOTICES 
 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre -  2 courses plus tea / coffee - £5.50               

Please purchase tickets by Sept. 22
nd

 for 

Sept. 25th at the Centre or phone 883362 
                 

Sundays Festival Choir rehearsals 

4.00pm – 6.00pm at St Nicholas’, come 

and join us.  
 

 

Tuesday September 22nd 7.30pm St 

Barnabas’ Church Hall–starting Alpha 

Course, 'Is there more to life than this?’ 

For more information email 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk or 

phone the Parish Office.  We are looking 

for volunteers to help serve the meal or 

setting up. Course Sign-up sheets in 

both churches as well as invitations to 

distribute to friends and neighbours.   
 
 

Thursday September 24
th

 Mothers’ 

Union Meeting  7.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre, followed by Compline. All 

welcome. 
 
 

Friday September 25
th

 Church in the 

Pub 8.00pm at The Coaching Halt. 
 
 

Saturday September 26th a gardening 

and cleaning session at St. Barnabas’ 9.00 

- 11.30am. Please help us if you can. 

Refreshments available. 
 

Sunday September 27th 11.30am St 

Nicholas’ – Nic’s all-age Animal Service  
 

Monday September 28
th

 Drinks & 

Compline 7.30pm at St Barnabas 

Vicarage 

Thank you to all who attended the St 

Barnabas’ Anniversary Tea £136.20 was 

raised for Church Funds. 

Thank you to all who worked hard to 

prepare for the Tea, well done 

DIARY NOTES 

Friday  October 2nd 7.30 pm. A concert 

at St. Barnabas’, celebrating our 60th 

anniversary. FREE ENTRY. ALL 

WELCOME. See poster for details 

Sunday October 4th – our Annual Pork 

Roast will follow the Parish Eucharist, 

Bishop of Horsham presiding, at St 

Barnabas’concluding the 60th Anniversary 

celebrations. £10 per adult or family ticket  

£25 Sign-up sheets in both churches 

Saturday October 10th Mothers’ Union 

invite you to their Coffee Morning & cake 

and book sale, with a Raffle – donations of 

cakes, books & prizes welcome too, thank 

you.   

Saturday October 17th Parish Quiz at St 

Barnabas’ Church Hall. 

Sunday October 18th 1.00pm Lucy (nee 

Dobson) & Richard invite you to attend the 

Baptism service of their son Toby, at St 

Nicholas’.  

Saturday October 31st 6.30 for 7.00pm – 

Canon Anthony Stidolph & his school choir 

performing at St Nicholas’. 
 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 
Website:  www.worthparish.org  

facebook.com/WorthParish 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:james.grant@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


