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Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time afterwards, please 
stay for refreshments.  

 

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 
services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas’      
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Steve Burston  
 

09.45 Sung Eucharist at St Nicholas’ 
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d Steve Burston 
 

10.00 Eucharist at St Barnabas’   
 Celebrant & Preacher: Rev’d James Grant 

12.00 Holy Baptism at St Nicholas’ 
Presiding: Rev’d Steve Burston 

 

 
 

 

Next week’s Readings  
 

Jeremiah   23.  1 – 6 

Psalm  23 

Ephesians 2.  11 – 22 

Mark  6.  30 – 34, 53 - 56 

 

 
The Associate Vicar  writes: 

 

Scheming, intrigues, unscrupulous, maybe 

feisty characters: today’s gospel reading has 

it all. Mark presents us with the power 

games of first century Palestine; power 

games which are not unlike the kind we 

enjoy watching in TV dramas or plays. 

Shakespeare made a living of telling these 

stories. We enjoy watching these because 

they amplify what we see and hear in real 

life. Over the past weeks we have seen the 

power play between Europe and Greece as 

the latter’s debts unfold. We are not 

expecting any of the grisly consequences 

John or Amos faced for calling out the 

powerful for their sinfulness but experience 

time and again how power tries to silence 

truth.  

We are faced with a choice. Mark presents 

us with two models of kingdom and power. 

Our own which sets out a dichotomy 

between winning and losing and God’s by 

which we win everything by losing 

everything to be free to love and serve 

unselfishly. It’s our choice which one we 

want to follow. Its effects are wholly of this 

world.  

Only yesterday we celebrated St Benedict of 

Nursia who inadvertently set up the first 

monastic community: A community which 

still exists today and which has also shaped 

our own parish with its Benedictine 

community at Worth Abbey. Benedict fled 

the intrigues of his time to live a life that 

eschewed the power games of this world to 

fully submit to God’s kingdom. As it 

continues to shape our world we hopefully 

can follow as pioneers of God’s kingdom 

drawing others with us as we welcome all as 

beloved children of God. 

James 
 

Sunday July 12th  
 

Sixth Sunday after Trinity 



READINGS for the day.  

Collect: 

Merciful God, you have prepared for those 

who love you such good things as pass our 

understanding: pour into our hearts such 

love toward you that we, loving you in all 

things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we 

can desire; through Jesus Christ your Son 

our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever.    Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING 
 

Amos  7.  7 - 15 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet 

Amos. 
 

This is what he showed me: the Lord was 

standing beside a wall built with a plumb-

line, with a plumb-line in his hand. And 

the Lord said to me,  ‘Amos, what do you 

see?’ And I said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Then the 

Lord said, ‘See, I am setting a plumb-line in 

the midst of my people Israel;  I will never 

again pass them by; the high places of Isaac 

shall be made desolate,  and the sanctuaries 

of Israel shall be laid waste,  and I will rise 

against the house of Jeroboam with the 

sword.’ Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, 

sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 

‘Amos has conspired against you in the very 

centre of the house of Israel; the land is not 

able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has 

said, “Jeroboam shall die by the sword,  and 

Israel must go into exile away from his 

land.” ’ And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, 

go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your 

bread there, and prophesy there; but never 

again prophesy at Bethel, for it is   

the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 

kingdom.’  Then Amos answered Amaziah, 

‘I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I 

am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore 

trees, and the Lord took me from following 

the flock, and the Lord said to me, “Go, 

prophesy to my people Israel.” 

 
Psalm.  85.  8 - 13  
 

 

SECOND READING 
 

Ephesians  1.  3 - 14 
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the 

Ephesians.  
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places, just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world 

to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. He destined us for adoption as his 

children through Jesus Christ, according to 

the good pleasure of his will, to the praise 

of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace that he lavished on 

us. With all wisdom and insight he has 

made known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure that he set 

forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of 

time, to gather up all things in him, things 

in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we 

have also obtained an inheritance, having 

been destined according to the purpose of 

him who accomplishes all things according 

to his counsel and will, so that we, who 

were the first to set our hope on Christ, 

might live for the praise of his glory. In 

him you also, when you had heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 

and had believed in him, were marked 

with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;  

this is the  pledge  of  our  inheritance  

towards redemption  as God’s own people, 

to the praise of his glory. 

 
 

GOSPEL 

Mark  6.  14- 29 
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

Mark. 
 

 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name 

had become known. Some were saying, 

‘John the baptizer has been raised from 

the dead; and for this reason these 



powers are at work in him.’  But others 

said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is 

a prophet, like one of the prophets of 

old.’  But when Herod heard of it, he 

said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has been 

raised.’ For Herod himself had sent men 

who arrested John, bound him, and put 

him in prison on account of Herodias, 

his brother Philip’s wife, because 

Herod had married her. For John had 

been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for 

you to have your brother’s wife.’ And 

Herodias had a grudge against him, and 

wanted to kill him. But she could 

not, for Herod feared John, knowing that 

he was a righteous and holy man, and he 

protected him. When he heard him, he 

was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked 

to listen to him. But an opportunity 

came when Herod on his birthday gave a 

banquet for his courtiers and officers and 

for the leaders of Galilee. When his 

daughter Herodias came in and danced, 

she pleased Herod and his guests; and 

the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for 

whatever you wish, and I will give 

it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, 

‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you, 

even half of my kingdom.’ She went out 

and said to her mother, ‘What should I 

ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John 

the baptizer.’ Immediately she rushed 

back to the king and requested, ‘I want 

you to give me at once the head of John 

the Baptist on a platter.’ The king was 

deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his 

oaths and for the guests, he did not want 

to refuse her. Immediately the king sent 

a soldier of the guard with orders to 

bring John’s head. He went and 

beheaded him in the prison, brought his 

head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. 

Then the girl gave it to her 

mother. When his disciples heard about 

it, they came and took his body, and laid 

it in a tomb.  
 

Post Communion  

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, that the 

course of this world may be so peaceably 

ordered by your governance, that your 

Church may joyfully serve you in all godly 

quietness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

Amen. 

 
 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Barnabas’   

Mon, Wed, Fri. & Sat only 

08.30  Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

Tues & Thurs  
    08.30   Morning Prayer  

 

 

St Nicholas’ 

Mon – Sat  17.00 Evening Prayer (BCP) 
 

~~~~~ 

Mon    11.00  Burial of Ashes 

                                        – St Nicholas’ 

Tues   10.30  Eucharist   - St Barnabas’ 

           11.00  Funeral [Theo Ball] 

                                         - St Nicholas’  
 

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist –  St Nicholas’ 
            

Sat      No weddings.  
 

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

Seventh Sunday after Trinity  
 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                                     -  St Nicholas’ 

09.45  Sung Eucharist  -  St Nicholas’ 

10.00  Family Service   - St Barnabas’ 

11.30  Nic’s All-age     - St Nicholas’ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know…… our churches 

are each hosting a public meeting 

about changes affecting the local 

area?  St B’s on July 15th about 

extending parking restrictions.   

St N’s on Aug 10th about 

changes to allow houses to be 

built in part of the Conservation 

Area.  Notices at each church 

give further details. 
 

  

 



NOTICES 
 

A Thanksgiving & Celebration service 

for the life of Theo Ball will be held  at 

St Nicholas’ on Tuesday July 14th 

11.00; please dress brightly (wearing 

yellow)  then to Rowfant House, please 

advise Lesley Turpie today (886357) if 

you will be attending, to assist with 

catering. Donations to ‘Worth PCC’  (for 

St Nicholas’ Blessed Sacrament Chapel) to 

be made via undertakers Jordan and 

Sullivan.  
 

 

 

 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre -  2 courses plus tea / coffee - £5.50               

Please purchase tickets by July 14th   for 

July 17th  at the Centre or call 883362.   
                 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all you helped and / or 

supported the Summer Fair last Saturday, 

just over £500 was raised for Parish Funds. 
 

 

 

Monday July 13th 11.00am Julian 

Group at St Barnabas’. Everyone 

welcome.  
 

 

 

Sunday  July 26th closing date for tickets 

if you wish to go to '''Hairspray'' – 

performed by the Crawley Operatic 

Society at the Hawth. Tickets cost £16 

each. A group from the Parish will attend 

the 7.30pm performance on Thursday 29th 

October. Payments must be made to 

Phyl/Roger Pennell (01293 883362) by 

July 26th. All welcome. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

DIARY NOTES 
 

Wednesday  August 19th. 7.30 pm at 

St Nicholas'. Refresher training for Lay 

Ministers of Communion. Please confirm 

attendance with the parish office. 
 

 

 

Saturday August 22nd St Nicholas’ Fete 

12 noon – 4.00pm – refreshments, stalls, 

games, choir & lots more. Put the date in 

your diary. Can you help on the day ? 
 

Saturday September 12th Ladies 

Breakfast 8.30am at the Pastoral Centre – 

sign-up sheets in both churches now ! 
 

Saturday September 19th Men’s 

Breakfast 8.30am at the Pastoral Centre – 

sign-up sheets in both churches now ! 
 

Anyone who has purchased plants from 

Sheila Dring please return the empty pots 

to her for future use.   Thank you.  

 

Remember, remember… the Café is open 

in the Pastoral Centre on Monday 

afternoons 2.00 – 4.00 during July for tea, 

coffee, cold drinks, cake and a chat !   

See you there ? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTS 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Siân Moulder  -   01293 886160 

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

E-mail- office@worthparish.org.uk 

Website:  www.worthparish.org  

   facebook.com/WorthParish 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:james.grant@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

