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Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time afterwards, please 
stay for refreshments,  

 

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 

the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 
services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 

 

 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas      
 Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball  
 

09.45 Eucharist at St Nicholas 
Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball 

 

10.00 Family Service & Holy Baptism  

Presiding: Revd Steve Burston 
 
                                

 
 

 

 

Next week’s Readings  

Acts. 2. 1 – 21  

Psalm 104. v.26 - 36, 37b 

Romans  8.  22 - 27 

John 15.  26 – 27; 16.  4b – 15  

 

 

 

The Rector writes:- 

The feast day of St Matthias, whom we 

hear about in the first reading today, falls 

on 14
th
 May.  This year it was displaced a 

day (transferred in liturgical parlance) 

because that day was Ascension Day (a 

gold star for those that noticed the mis-

spelling on the posters last week!) – 

Thursday last week.   Ascension Day is 

one of the nine “principal feasts” in the 

Church’s calendar and is the only one that 

can’t be moved to a Sunday which means 

that, given the pressures of work etc, it is 

often not observed as fully as the others 

(although the Roman Catholic Church has 

transferred it to a Sunday for just that 

reason). We celebrated the feast in a 

service of Eucharist with hymns at St 

Nicholas. The Day marks a crucial 

element in our Christian story as it 

celebrates Jesus being with his Father, at 

his right hand, making intercession for us.  

In Christopher Wordsworth’s phrase, 

“man with God is on the throne”.  It falls 

40 days after Easter and there used to be a 

practice in some places of extinguishing 

the Paschal (Easter) candle in the service 

on that day.  Common Worship, however, 

makes it clear that it is Pentecost (next 

Sunday) that marks the end of the great 50 

days of Eastertide.  It is after Pentecost 

that we turn to ‘ordinary time’ (and take 

green as the liturgical colour).  The nine 

days between Ascension and Pentecost 

have a particular character of prayer and 

preparation to celebrate the outpouring of 

the Spirit – preparing us in our own day 

(and way and place) to be open to the 

power of that same Spirit.  This week 

please pray especially for the launch of 

the Diocesan Strategy next Sunday, in 

which we shall all share. 
 

 

Sunday May 17th 2015 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
(Sunday after Ascension) 



READINGS for the day.  
 

Collect: 

O God the King of glory, you have 

exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 

great triumph to your kingdom in 

heaven: we beseech you, leave us not 

comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us and exalt us to the place 

where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.      Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING 

 

Acts  1.  15 – 17, 21 - end  
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

In those days Peter stood up among the 

believers (together the crowd numbered 

about one hundred and twenty people) 

and said,  ‘Friends, the scripture had to 

be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit 

through David foretold concerning 

Judas, who became a guide for those 

who arrested Jesus— for he was 

numbered among us and was allotted his 

share in this ministry. ’So one of the 

men who have accompanied us 

throughout the time that the Lord Jesus 

went in and out among us, beginning 

from the baptism of John until the day 

when he was taken up from us—one of 

these must become a witness with us to 

his resurrection.’ So they proposed two, 

Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 

known as Justus, and Matthias. Then 

they prayed and said, ‘Lord, you know 

everyone’s heart. Show us which one of 

these two you have chosen to take the 

place in this ministry and apostleship 

from which Judas turned aside to go to 

his own place.’ And they cast lots for 

them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and 

he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

 

Psalm. 1 

 
 

SECOND READING 
 

1 John 5.  9 - 13 
A Reading from the first letter John. 
 

If we receive human testimony, the 

testimony of God is greater; for this is 

the testimony of God that he has 

testified to his Son. Those who believe 

in the Son of God have the testimony in 

their hearts. Those who do not believe in 

God have made him a liar by not 

believing in the testimony that God has 

given concerning his Son. And this is 

the testimony: God gave us eternal life, 

and this life is in his Son. Whoever has 

the Son has life; whoever does not have 

the Son of God does not have life. 

I write these things to you who believe 

in the name of the Son of God,  so  that 

you may know that you have eternal life. 

 

 

GOSPEL 
 

John  17.  4- 19 
A Reading from the Gospel according to 

John. 
 

‘I have made your name known to those 

whom you gave me from the world. 

They were yours, and you gave them to 

me, and they have kept your word. Now 

they know that everything you have 

given me is from you; for the words that 

you gave to me I have given to them, 

and they have received them and know 

in truth that I came from you; and they 

have believed that you sent me. I am 

asking on their behalf; I am not asking 

on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 

those whom you gave me, because they 

are yours. All mine are yours, and yours 



are mine; and I have been glorified in 

them. And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I 

am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 

them in your name that you have given 

me, so that they may be one, as we are 

one.  While I was with them, I protected 

them in your name that you have given 

me. I guarded them, and not one of them 

was lost except the one destined to be 

lost, so that the scripture might be 

fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, 

and I speak these things in the world so 

that they may have my joy made 

complete in themselves. I have given 

them your word, and the world has hated 

them because they do not belong to the 

world, just as I do not belong to the 

world. I am not asking you to take them 

out of the world, but I ask you to protect 

them from the evil one. They do not 

belong to the world, just as I do not 

belong to the world. Sanctify them in the 

truth; your word is truth. As you have 

sent me into the world, so I have sent 

them into the world.  And for their  

sakes I  sanctify myself,  so that  they 

also may be sanctified in truth. 
 

Post Communion  
 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all 

the world to preach the gospel of his 

kingdom: confirm us in this mission, and 

help us to live the  good  news  we  

proclaim;  through  Jesus Christ our 

Lord.    Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Barnabas   

Mon, Wed, Fri. & Sat only 

08.30  Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

Tues & Thurs  

      08.30  Morning Prayer 
 
 

St Nicholas 

Monday – no Evening Prayer 

Tues – Sat  17.00 Evening Prayer (BCP)  

 

~~~~~ 

Tues   10.30  Eucharist  - St Barnabas 
 

Wed   15.00  Messy Church -   

                         St Barnabas Church Hall  

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist  –  St Nicholas             

Sat     14.00 Holy Matrimony  

 - St Nicholas 

           16.00 Holy Matrimony 

                                               – St Nicholas  
 

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

Pentecost  
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                                     -  St Nicholas 

09.45  Sung Eucharist  -  St Nicholas 

10.00  Eucharist            - St Barnabas 

12.00  Holy Baptism     - St Nicholas  
 

 

 

Fact of the week 

May 19th is the Feast Day of St Dunstan 

Patron saint of blacksmiths, locksmiths 

and metalworkers, he was archbishop of 

Canterbury, devoting a lot of time to 

prayer, study, and making bells and sacred 

vessels for the church. He made bitter 

enemies amongst west Saxon nobles 

because of their vices! (these Saxons have 

a lot to answer for) Dunstan was even 

driven into exile, finding refuge in 

Flanders and died on the feast of the 

Ascension in 988 AD. 

Saxons, Flanders, Ascension- lots of links, 

ringing any bells ?  
 
 

Next Sunday, Pentecost Sunday, the 

Diocese of Chichester is launching a new 

“strategy”.  Discover more next week ! 
 

 

Did you know………that our 

bellringers rang two quarter peals 

recently?  One, as part of a national 

initiative marking the VE-Day 70
th
 

anniversary and one, celebrating the 

birth of Princess Charlotte.  Each 

lasted 42 minutes. 

 



NOTICES 
 

Friday lunches 12.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre -  2 courses plus tea / coffee - £5.50               

Please purchase tickets by May 19th for 

May 22nd, at the Centre or call 883362.   
                 

 

 

 
 

 

Christian Aid Week -  
There are red Christian Aid envelopes in the 

churches for your donations. Please put these 

envelopes in with the collection. Thank you. 
 

 

Wednesday May 20th 3.00pm Messy 

Church in St Barnabas Church Hall. 
 

 

Sunday May 24th Big Church Day Out 

– sign-up sheets in both churches Steve 

has the tickets and will be in touch this 

week about distribution and payment.  You 

can still join us – don’t miss out! Speak to 

Steve for more details.  
 

Thursday May 28th Mothers’ Union 

Meeting 7.30pm in the Pastoral Centre 

our Curate, Steve, is our Speaker; this will 

be followed by Compline. Everyone 

welcome.  
 

 

Friday  May 29th 4.30pm - 6.00pm. A 

gardening  session  at St Barnabas  to  get 

the Jubilee Garden tidied for the weekend 

of the Flower Festival  on June 6 & 7th 

and the Bring & Share lunch on June 7th 

Please help us if you can, refreshments 

provided. 
 

Sunday May 31st Choral Evensong at 

St Nicholas 6.30pm. If anyone requires a 

lift to this service, or even better, is able to 

offer a lift to someone, please phone Liz 

Burston 01293 279028 or Elizabeth 

Wyman 01293 888817 Everyone welcome 
 

 

 

 

DIARY NOTES 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday  June 3
rd

. Revd Steve 

Burston will be ordained Priest  at 

7.30pm St Mary’s, Horsham (The 

Causeway RH12 1HE) – all are welcome – 

drinks and nibbles afterwards in St Mary’s 

Hall. Let Steve know if you need a lift. 
 

Thursday  June 4
th

. Corpus Christi. 

Steve will celebrate his first Eucharist at 

St Nicholas at 10.30am.  
 

 

Saturday June 6th & Sunday June 7th 

Flower Festival at St Barnabas to 

celebrate the 60th Anniversary. If you 

would like to produce a relevant display or 

be prepared to help over that weekend 

please sign up on the sheets in both 

churches, now. Thank you.  
 

 

Sunday  June 7th  Parish  Eucharist  

St Barnabas Patronal Festival 10.00am  

St Barnabas Church. Steve will celebrate 

his first Sunday Eucharist. There will be a 

‘Bring and Share’ lunch in the Hall at 12 

noon. Lists available in both churches for 

people to indicate what they will bring. 

This event will be in conjunction with the 

national ‘Big Lunch’. Please bring a friend 

and invite your neighbours and people 

from the local community. All welcome. 

NB. June 7th  no 9.45a.m. service at  

       St Nicholas. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

CONTACTS 
 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Sian Moulder  -   01293 886160 

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 
 

Website:  www.worthparish.org  
 

   facebook.com/WorthParish 
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