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Welcome to our churches today. 

If you have time afterwards, please 

stay for refreshments,  
 

At the Distribution of Communion all 

are welcome to come to the altar rail 

to receive a blessing or, if baptised, 
the Communion. 

Children are welcome at all our 
services, and there are soft toys and 

children’s books at the back of the 

church for their use. 
 
 

SERVICES TODAY 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)         

                                    at St Nicholas      
 Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Anthony Ball 

09.45 Eucharist at St Nicholas 
Celebrant & Preacher: 

Bishop Geoffrey Rowell  

10.00 Eucharist with Holy Baptism 

                                    at St Barnabas 
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd James Grant 

11.30 Nic’s All-age service at St Nicholas 

Presiding: Revd Steve Burston 

15.00 Eucharist & Confirmation  

                                              at Worth Abbey 

Celebrant & Preacher: 

Bishop Mark of Horsham    
                                

 

Next week’s Readings  

Acts. 10. 44 - 48 

Psalm 98 

1 John  5.  1 - 6 

John 15.  9 – 17 

 

The Rector writes:- 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen. This Sunday is 

one bursting with activity – like the vine 

branches in our gospel reading bearing 

much fruit.  It is a joy to be welcoming 

Bishop Geoffrey back to the 9.45 service 

at St Nicholas and for Canon Christine as 

his deacon for that service.  Her recent 

installation as a Canon of Chichester 

recognises the contribution she has made 

to ecumenism and theological education.  

Their visit reminds us of the way in which 

we, both as individuals and as a Christian 

community in this place and time, are 

branches connected with others and 

abiding in the one true vine.  We are each 

called to bear fruit but also to rejoice in 

the fruit borne by other branches.  As the 

Nic’s congregation gathers for the 

monthly all-age worship service at St 

Nicholas this morning we give thanks for 

the life that congregation draws from the 

Messy Church initiative at St Barnabas – 

and rejoice at the plans developing to have 

Nic’s on another Sunday in the month too 

and start a new Messy Church service in 

Maidenbower.  They’re the kind of 

examples of our common life that featured 

in the encouraging visit Archdeacon Fiona 

made to the parish last week as part of the 

review of ministry in Crawley and 

Horsham.  The gospel reading also reminds 

us that fruit-bearing branches need to be 

pruned in order to stay healthy – something 

that applies in each of our spiritual lives as 

well as our common life. No one said it was 

easy! But, again, we can see the fruit in 

occasions like this afternoon’s baptisms & 

confirmations at Worth Abbey (by Bishop 

Mark) do, please, pray for the 16 candidates 

and   especially  the 12 candidates prepared 

by Steve and me (see the Notices) 
 

Sunday May 3rd 2015 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 



READINGS for the day.  

Collect: 

Almighty God, who through your only-

begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome 

death and opened to us the gate of 

everlasting life: ……. in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.      

Amen. 

FIRST READING 

 

Acts  8.  26 - emd 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, 

‘Get up and go towards the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he 

got up and went. Now there was an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 

Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in 

charge of her entire treasury. He had 

come to Jerusalem to worship and was 

returning home; seated in his chariot, he 

was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the 

Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this 

chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it 

and heard him reading the prophet 

Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand 

what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How 

can I, unless someone guides me?’ And 

he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 

him. Now the passage of the scripture 

that he was reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the 

slaughter, and like a lamb silent before 

its shearer, so he does not open his 

mouth. In his humiliation justice was 

denied him. Who can describe his 

generation? For his life is taken away 

from  the  earth.’  The  eunuch  asked 

Philip,  ‘About  whom,  may  I  ask  you,     

does the prophet say this, about himself 

or about someone else?’ Then Philip 

began to speak, and starting with this 

scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus. As they were going  

 

 

along the road, they came to some water; 

and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is 

water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to 

stop, and both of them, Philip and the 

eunuch, went down into the water, and 

Philip baptized him. When they came up 

out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw 

him no more, and went on his way 

rejoicing. But Philip found himself at 

Azotus, and as he was passing through 

the region, he proclaimed the good news 

to all the towns until he came to 

Caesarea.  

 
Psalm. 22.  24 - 31 

 
 

SECOND READING 
 

1 John 4.  7 - end 

A Reading from the first letter John. 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, 

because love is from God; everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows 

God. Whoever does not love does not 

know God, for God is love. God’s love 

was revealed among us in this way: God 

sent his only Son into the world so that 

we might live through him. In this is 

love, not that we loved God but that he 

loved us and sent his Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, 

since God loved us so much, we also 

ought to love one another. No one has 

ever seen God; if we love one another, 

God lives in us, and his love is perfected 

in us. By this we know that we abide in 

him and he in us, because he has given 

us of his Spirit. And we have seen and 

do testify that the Father has sent his 

Son as the Saviour of the world. God 

abides in those who confess that Jesus is 

the Son of God, and they abide in 

God. So we have known and believe the 



love that God has for us. God is love, 

and those who abide in love abide in 

God, and God abides in them. Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we 

may have boldness on the day of 

judgement, because as he is, so are we in 

this world. There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to 

do with punishment, and whoever fears 

has not reached perfection in love. We 

love because he first loved us. Those 

who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their 

brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 

who do not love a brother or 

sister whom they have seen, cannot love 

God whom they have not seen. The 

commandment we have from him is this: 

those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also. 
 

GOSPEL 

 

John  15.  1 - 8 

A Reading from the Gospel according to 

John. 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vine-grower. He removes every branch 

in me that bears no fruit. Every branch 

that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 

more fruit. You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken 

to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. I am the 

vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. Whoever does not abide in me 

is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 

abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. My Father is glorified by 

this,  that  you  bear  much  fruit  and 

become my disciples. 
 

Post Communion  
 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the 

way, the truth, and the life: …..who is 

alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

SERVICES during next week 
 

St Barnabas   

Mon, Wed, Fri. & Sat 

08.30  Morning Prayer & Eucharist 

Tues & Thurs  

      08.30  Morning Prayer 
 

 

St Nicholas 

Mon – Sat  17.00 Evening Prayer (BCP)  

 

~~~~~ 

Tues   10.30  Eucharist - St Barnabas 

           11.00  Home Communion -   

                                 Lanehurst Gardens 

Thurs 10.30 Eucharist  –  St Nicholas             

Sat     No Weddings   
 

~~~~ 
 

Services next Sunday 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

08.00  Holy Communion (BCP)  

                                     -  St Nicholas 

09.45  Sung Eucharist  -  St Nicholas 

10.00  Eucharist -  St Barnabas 

12.00  Holy Baptism    – St Nicholas 

 
 

 
 

PILGRIM COURSE 
The Course restarts on Tuesday May 19th 

7.30pm Maidenbower Vicarage, 16 Gregory 

Close. We will be looking at The Creeds, 

please join us if you wish to learn more. 

Everyone welcome. Contact Joan   884695 
 
 

Wednesday June 10th 7.30pm at St 

Richard’s Three Bridges – a refresher for 

all Lay Ministers of Communion. If you 

wish to attend please contact either Joan 

Tick or Canon Anthony, thank you.  

Did you know…£500 from the 

Parish World Bank has been sent to 

the Christian Aid Nepal Earthquake 

Appeal? 

 

 

 

 



NOTICES 
 

Friday lunches in the Pastoral Centre at 

12.30pm. Please purchase tickets by May 

5th for May 8th. at the P. Centre or call  

883362.  2 courses plus tea/coffee - £5.50                
                 

 

 

 

TODAY  3.00pm Worth Abbey Bishop 

Mark will preside at our Deanery 

Baptism and Confirmation Service . 

Please pray for our candidates Mark 

Chappell, Caroline Mackenzie, Shirley 

Siddon & Sam Hord and the  8 students 

from Worth School. 

If you are planning to attend the service 

please advise the Rector. 
 

Thursday May 7th St Nicholas Circle 

meets 8.00pm in the Pastoral Centre. 

The Speaker is Mrs Margaret Nicolle 

talking about  “ The art of the poster – 

1914 - 1918.  Weapons  of  mass 

communication.”  Everyone  is  welcome.  
 

Saturday  May 9
th

 9.00 to 11.30am  a 

gardening/clear up at St Barnabas. Lots 

of helpers please – Refreshments provided. 
 

Saturday  May 9
th

 A VE Day Tea is 

being held in the Pastoral Centre from 3pm 

to 5pm. Plenty of fun and maybe some 

entertainment. Tickets (£4) from Jane 

Stanford, Karen Fly or Ann Lane. 
 

Christian Aid Week - May 10
th

 to 16
th

. 
There will be red Christian Aid envelopes in 

the pews for your donations. Please put these 

envelopes in the collection. If you are away 

during that time, ask Ann Phillipson for an 

envelope…any time. Brenda Somerville will 

be organising the House to House collection 

in the Parish. Please offer to cover your road 

and any others. Contact Brenda on 883452. 
 

Monday  May 11th  Julian  Group  at  

St Barnabas 11.00am meeting in the 

Pastoral Centre, everyone welcome. 

Thursday May 14th St Nicholas Julian 

Group 2.30pm meeting in the Chapel, 

everyone welcome. 

Saturday May 16th Plant Fair & 

Market 10.00 - 12 noon at St Barnabas. 

Donations of Plants etc.. –to the Pastoral 

Centre on Friday 15
th
 10.30am-2.00pm or 

on Saturday 16
th
 from 8.30am. If you can 

help on the Saturday morning please call 

Phyl- 883362 or roger.pennell@zen .co.uk 
 

Saturday May 16th Mothers’ Union 

invites YOU to a Cream Tea 2.30 – 4.30 

Call Mary Fry 410383 for a ticket - £5. 

Tuesday May 19th 7.30pm Pilgrim 

Course, see note on page 3. 

 

Sunday May 24th Big Church Day Out 

– sign-up sheets in both churches Join us 

for the fun with friends & family. Tickets 

£18, £12.50 & ££2.50. Speak to Steve for 

more details. 
 

 

DIARY NOTES 
 

 

Wednesday  June 3
rd

. Revd Steve 

Burston will be ordained Priest  at 

7.30pm St Mary’s, Horsham – all are 

welcome – drinks and nibbles afterwards 

in St Mary’s Hall. Let Steve know if you 

need a lift. 

Thursday  June 4
th

. Corpus Christi. 

Steve will celebrate his first Eucharist at 

St Nicholas at 10.30am.  
 

Sunday  June 7th  Parish  Eucharist  

St Barnabas Patronal Festival 10.00am  

St Barnabas Church.  
 

CONTACTS 
 

Rector 

Canon Anthony Ball       01293 882229 

rector@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Associate Vicar 
Revd James Grant         01293 525018 

james.grant@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Curate 

Revd Steve Burston     01293 279028 

steve.burston@worthparish.org.uk 
 

Churchwardens  

         Sian Moulder  -   01293 886160 

         Phyl Pennell    -  01293 883362 

         Sheila Dring  -    01293 513496 
 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

for enquiries about  

weddings, baptisms, hall bookings, etc. 

 0300 111 8150 

Website:  www.worthparish.org.uk  

   facebook.com/WorthParish 

mailto:rector@worthparish.org.uk
mailto:james.grant@worthparish.org.uk
http://www.worthparish.org.uk/

